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DEAN of COLERAINE. 


Y fears were ſoon diſſipated, by meeting 
M my Lord Tenermill, who was hurrying 
about the houſe with great forwardneſs, 

and, far from ſhewing any coldneſs at my approach, 
advanced towards me with an air that proclaimed 
friendſhip and ſatisfaction. As 1 expected as little to 
find in him an appearance of joy under ſuch melancha- 
ly circumſtances, as to ſee him ſo ſoon return to Paris, 
my ſurpriſe fixed me in the place in which I firſt per- 
ceived him. He did not from thence appear to be leſs | 
eager in coming up to me; and embracing me with ten- 
derneſs, his firſt expreſſions were made up of thanks 
for my cares, and teſtimonies of the great ſatisfaction 
he felt at his ſituation. The ſquadron he was in had 
been put back upon our coaſts, by a ſtorm ſo vio- 
lenty that many ſhips, having loſt their maſts, were 
a A 2 forced 
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forced to return to the port of Dunkirk, to refit, in 
order to proceed on their voyage. He had taken _ 5 
advantage of this interval to make a journey to Paris, 
and, without ſtopping at the Count de 8 —78, a- 
lighted at Fincer's houſe, which he eaſily found out, 
by the hints I had given him in my laſt letter. 
This recital made me yet only comprehend the 


occaſion of his journey; and his joy informed me at ip 
moſt of the renewal of his hopes. But far from ſuf- , 
fering my curioſity to languiſh upon the point that F 
was capable of enlivening it moſt, he continued to tell * 
me, without giving me time to interrupt” him, that for 
having heard of the death of Fincer at his door, he r 
was advertiſed at the ſame time of the eſcape of Pa- Fm 
trick, and of the caution he was obliged to obſerve dit 
in relation to Sarah, He had been moved at the 9 
diſaſter of Fincer; but it being ſuitable to what he ſo] 
looked upon as a ſtroke too favourable for his hopes, In 
to be too much afflicted at it, he had gathered from * 
all occurring circumſtances, that this accident had 8 
been no leſs a deliverance to him from the ever for- 3 
midable competition of Patrick, than from all other ſher 
obftacles that he apprehended from a furious father. that 


Then informing me, that my ſiſter being preſent with She 


Sarah, he had managed a converſation with her to can- 3 
cert means for making his viſit agreeable; and, under N. 

the n in which Fincer's daughter | — 
yet was, he found little difficulty in giving a turn to = 
his compliment in a manner proper to make her re- 8 7 

liſh it. He had found the way of calming her im- ch. 
gination upon the ſudden retreat of Patrick; and u 


looking upon himſelf already as intereſted in the * 
order . Chas, of which he doubted no Bae der ang 
he ſhould ſoon ſee himſelf maſter, he had began to aſ- Patri 
ſume an air of authority, to which the ſervants did | vs 
not ſhew any reluctance. ſhe 0, 
There was nothing in this detail capable of au appes 
menting my diſquiet; and if I had not been ſenſible 
of ſome ſhame, in moulding together ſucceſſively ſo 
many oppoſite deſires, I ſhould, on aaa 
. s yo vv 
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wiſhed that theſe new hopes of Tenermill ſhould meet 
with all the ſucceſs that might have filled his long- 
ing. I explained my thoughts to him in theſe terms, 
and not judging my preſence to be very neceſſary to 
the repoſe of Sarah, I excuſed myſelf from going up 
to her apartment. 
The return of Patrick's valet de chambre was 
ſpeedy enough to ſave me from any impatience with 
which I ſhould have waited for him. The uncertain- 
ty of my thoughts, that had made me turn my firft 
ſteps towards 1 houſe, had diminiſhed ſome- 


thing from the natural ardour which I always felt. 


for the intereſt of Patrick; but now not finding again 
any thing in my heart ſo preſſing as this care, I ray 
immediately to his valet, as ſoon as I ſaw him at a 
diftance, It ſeemed to me to be a matter of ſuch 
importance to know what was become of Mademoi- 
ſelle De L——, that aſking him no other account, 


I made him twice repeat what he had diſcovered 


about that article. He had been informed at the con- 
vent, that ſhe had gone from thence two hours before, 
and that in taking leave of the ſuperior, ſhe had 
ſhewn ſuch marks of uneaſineſs and precipitation, 
that had cauſed aſtoniſhment through all the family. 
She had not taken this reſolution, till after having 
ſome moments converſation with the man ſhe bad 


employed; but they could not diſcover whether it were 
from grief or joy ſhe had ſo haſtily determined to be 


None. 


J refted on this —_— point, which raiſed in me 
eas, from a foreſight of all the 
conſequences that might be drawn from it. Gone 


-with fo much haſte, and ſo few reflections! and 


where could ſhe have gone to, if ſhe were not to 


Patrick, who without doubt had diſcovered that ſhe. 


was yet at Paris, and had given her affatances that 
ſhe ſhould find kim again loving and faithful ? What, 
appearance was there, that in the reſolution they 
were of going to Germany, they had deferred one mo- 


ment to execute it aſter · their reconciliation ? I al- 


A. 3 ready 
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ready fancied them at a great diſtance, and I re- v 
greted bitterly the time I had loſt in my uſeleſs con- 7 
verſation with Tenermill, n 
In the mean- time, pierced through and through d 
with this fear, I made haſte to their houſe, to learn . 
at leaſt the circumſtances of their departure. The e 
valet, to whom I had imparted my thoughts, and N 
whom they had alarmed as much as me for his own t 
intereſt, anticipated ſtill my diligence, and was at n 
the gate ready to receive me, with ſome diſcoveries ſt 
he had already drawn from another ſervant. They ec 
were more unlucky than any thing I had yet dreaded; 
although they had not made that impreſſion on him: w 
fatished enough to find that his maſter was not yet U. 
- gone, and counting the reſt for nothing, he declared th 
to.me with a cheerful countenance, that far from in 
being on the road to Germany, he was in the midſt or 
of the delights of Paris; in one word, that he was pi 
in bed with Mademoiſelle De I, and that nc 
having declared their marriage, all the houſe had pre- by 
pared themſelves to celebrate it with rejoicings at 1 
their upriſing. | tw 
This news ſtruek me with ſuch an extraordinary th 
medley of ſurpriſe and grief, that not having power ha 
to open my mouth, I continued for ſome time leaning ſce 
_ againſt the gate, without being able to give an ſee 
account to myſelf of the divers motions that diſturb- liti 
ed me. How! ſo near the unfortunate Sarah, and tur 
almoſt within {fight of the dead carcaſe of Fincer, an 
whom he had juit robbed of life, as much as if he 
liad killed him with his awn hands! Ah! why did tio 
not they go immediately to Germany? Why did they the 
not remove themſelves out of the way of wit- |. I 
neſſes, whoſe preſence ought to cover them with litt 
confuſion, and overburthen them with remorſe ? will 
* Horrible tranſport of an imprudent paſſion, which wif] 
ſhews neither decency to the living, nor reſpect to whc 
the dead! It was inwardly that I abandoned myſelf him 
to theſe complaints; for I was ſurrounded by many him 


- ſervants, who fcemed to wait my orders, and before to J 
| whom TT 


ſeemed to ſurround them in their ſituation. 
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whori my own ſhame would not ſuffer me to make a 
noiſe with my thoughts. It came into my mind, 
nevertheleſs, to aſk them, If they had, for any conſi- 
derable time, been abſent from their maſter and mi- 


_ " *Rreſs? They anſwered, That they had only juſt 


come out of the apartment; and that the women of 
Mademoiſelle De I. were yet there. I had 
then a return of hopes; I flattered myſelf, that if I 
made haſte to appear, I ſhould come ſoon enough to 
ſtop a raſh couple, who might be yet only on the 
edge of the precipice. | | 

The valet de chambre conſented to admit me, 
without penetrating my views. He went in firſt, and 
having told them that I was there, I heard my bro- 
ther anſwer in an eaſy tone, and without appear- 


ing to have weighed the matter : Shew him in; with- b 


out doubt, he ſhall be the firſt witneſs of my bap- 
pineſs. This eaſineſs perſuaded me fully, that I was 
not come too late. The door was opened to me; 
but with what anguiſh. did I immediately find, that 
I had flattered myſelf with falſe hopes? I ſaw the 
two lovers peaceably lying in a very indifferent bed, 
that they had ordered to be prepared for them in 
haſte. The vexation I as yet continued under at this 
ſcene, could not make me he filent on the glare that 
It would 
little become me to attempt a deſcription of this na- 
ture; but I never ſaw a more perfect image of joy 
and happineſs. | 
Nevertheleſs, what might have given me ſatisfac- 
tion in other circumſtances, helped only to redouble 
the ſorrowful thoughts with which J was now pierced. 
I approached the — of their pleaſures, and giving 
littſe attention to the toying of Patrick, who was 


willing to perſuade himſelf, that I was come to 


wiſh him joy on the ſucceſs of his defires, and 


who thanked me for it with affectation, I view” : 


him to change his tone and language, by addreſſing 
him in a diſcourſe more ſerious than his: I leave it 


to Heaven, ſaid I, to judge of the innocence of your 


A 4 conduct, 
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. conduR, and at a time when my reproaches would 
be as unprofitable as my counſels, I will not fatigue 
you by a moral, which is no longer ſeaſonable: But 
what time and what place have you choſen to aban- 
don ycurſelves to pleaſures? Ah! why are you not 
in the remoteſt part of Germany, added I, giving 
greater force to my voice and looks? why have 
you not made choice of another place than this to 
inſult an unfortunate woman, whoſe deſpair you 
know, and the memory of Fincer, whoſe funeral 
they are this moment preparing? You know not how 
to diſguiſe it, that the death of the father is your 
handy-work ; and in the condition you have left the 


remains for you to be in a place that you have filled 
with horror ? Since the evil is at the full, added I, 
Thedding a torrent of tears, which ſuch a grievous 
idea drew from me, we ſhall one day confider, if 
your new engagements can be reduced to the rules 
of religion and honour : But go, and do not draw 
upon you the vengeance of Heaven, and of men, 
by all thoſe evils that your preſence may yet cauſe 
here. g 
This menace was a ſort of prediction. Patrick 
pauſed at it a little, and I was myſelf far from fore- 
ſeeing that it would be verified by events, which 
would follow it ſo cloſe on the heels. But appear- 
ing nevertheleſs ſtruck at the death of Fincer, and 
the freſh troubles of Sarah, the image of which 1 
had Jaid in ſuch lively colours before his eyes, he 
demanded of me an explanation of an accident, of 
which he was ignorant. I informed him of all the 
circumſtances of it. He agreed that decency ſhould 


up to joys ; and 1 proteſted, that he had but 
little thoughts of ſatisfying his paſſion, only by ſeal- 


ing it in a manner irrevocable, he ſeemed diſpoſed 
to leave the bed off-hand, to deliberate with me 
upon every thing he had juſt heard. — 


ſorrowful daughter, do you imagine ſhe can be long 
in following him? Go, be gone; what pretence. 


have made him chooſe another time to give himſelf 


— 
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De I. ——, in whom my words had cauſed ſome 
conſternation, preſſed him not to Joſe a moment. 
TI went into the antichamber to give them liberty 
to put on their cloaths. They had no occaſion; 
ſaid they, but for an inſtant. Nevertheleſs they had 
ſearce loſt fight of me, when falling back into all 
their weakneſſes, they ſeemed to forget that I was 

| waiting for them. I had patience to attend for above 

an hour. At length lamenting for them their infatu- 

| ation, and for myſelf an exceſs of complaiſance, 

„ which made me loſe time neceſſary for other cares, 


—— 


r 1 called for a pen, which I made uſe of to explain 
e my laſt thoughts. After I had reproached them ] 
. with the hurry of an imprudent paſſion, which gave 
e. me room to expect nothing more conſiderate, or more 
d moderate for the time to come, I repeated the ad- 
vice I had given them at coming out of their cham- 


* 
1s ber, and upon the whole recommended them to op- 
if poſe the intention of their ſervants, who thoughr' of 
es | celebrating their joy, by noiſy and glaring mirth. 
w Remove yourſelves, faid I, for your own proper 
ny ſafety, which is not ſo exempt from danger at Paris 
iſe as you would repreſent to yourſelves ; and if in the [| 
tranſports you are in, there remain in you any ſen- ans 
ck timents of humanity, remove yourſelves out of com- | 1 
re- Paſſion for Sarah, who cannot learn what paſſes fo 1 
ch near her without a mortal augmentation of her 11 
ar- grief. And who knows, added I, of what love ue 
nd may make her capable, when ſhe has nothing left but. 4 4 
2 deſpair to conſult? I prayed them to leave me the 009 
he names of the places where I might addreſs my letters 8 
of to them; and making an effort to awaken in their mea 
the favour ſome ſentiments of my former affection, 1 164 
uld promiſed them to employ all my cares to confirm 7 
ſelf their union, for as long time at leaft as they ſhould {1,28 
but not oblige me by other wanderings to abandon them 1 
aal - to their own imprudence. 1 a 450 | 
fed I did not go out of their houſe without advers * © =. 
me tiſing their ſervants, that they could do nothing more > 1 9 
* diſegreeable to their maſter, nor more contrary to his | 1 
0 5 (if) 
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intentions, than by publiſhing his marriage, and their 
joy. The valet de chambre coming to receive my 
orders, I renewed to him my deſires, that he would 
inform me of the reſolutions of my brother, and 
follow him with his ordinary affection. Without doubt 
the reaſon may be expected why I had not informed 
Patrick of the King's declared intentions of taking 
.care of his fortune ; but if it be conſidered what 
difference I put between the intereſt of his ſalvation, 
and that of his eſtabliſument, nobody can then be 
ſurpriſed, that in the eagerneſs I had to ſee the dif- 
ficulties of his marriage finiſhed, I had ſacrificed all 
the ideas of grandeur and opulence to the urgent 
neceſſity of his departure. I ſaw no other than this 
way to cure Sargh of her unfortunate remains of 
hope, which had eternally nouriſhed her obftinacy ; 
and my thought always being, that without her 
conſent we had nothing honeſt or lawful* to pretend 
to, either for the ſolidity of Patrick's marriage, or 
for the ſucceſs of Tenermill, I had nothing elſe in 
my thoughts but what might ſpeedily conduct us to 
one or the other end. 

The next moment gave me new ſubjects to confirm 
me ia this way of 1 » when being returned to 
Fincer's, his ſervants put into my hands ſome let- 
ters that had been ſent to him by the poſt.” I opened 
them in concert with Tenermill. One was from Dil- 
nick, who upon the complaints Fincer had made him 
of our family, was determined to make a journey 
to France, to ſupport there the intereſts of his. He 
had writ from Calais, on his coming out of the veſ- 
Tel that had brought him; and intending to ride 
poſt after a few hours reſt, he might arrive at, Paris 
almoſt as ſoon as his letter. What unforeſeen 
alarms for me, who knew the boiling temper of 
Dilnick? He had made no ſcruple of turning his 
ſword againſt Patrick upon an occaſion, wherein the 
delicacy of his honour had been much leſs wound- 
ed; and what curb would be capable of bridling 


; * 
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him, when he had the death of Fincer, and the ho- 
nour of Sarah, to revenge? | 
As, nevertheleſs, I had no hopes, that a motive of 


this nature could, make any impreſſion on Patrick 


from a principle of fear, I did not think at all of im- 
proving it; and the only reſolution I formed upon 
the reading of this letter was, to return immediately 
to him, and preſs him by the ſame reaſons I had 
done before, not to put off his departure to the next 
day. But this fatal day was marked out as a trial 
of all my virtues. Upon leaving Tenermill, after a 
ſhort converſation, 1 met Diloick at the gate, who 
was inquiring for Fincer's houſe. He knew me too 
ealily to think he could be miſtaken in it; and his 
prepoſſeſſions not hindering him from judging that 
I might have ſided with his niece 2 ainſi the in- 
juſtices of my brother, he ſhewed little ſurpriſe at 
ſeeing me come out from her with an air of freedom, 
which did not ſuppoſe either quarrel or anger. 
Having embraced me ncverthcleſs, the warmth of 
his reſentment did not permit him to delay longer hi; 
complaints, and his expreſſions too plainly proclained 
with what diſpoſitions he had left Ireland. Patrick 
was a man without honour and without truth, iuto 
whom he was reſolved, in ſpite of him, to inſpire 
other maxims; and I might declare to Kim beforchand, 
that he ſhould find in the houſe of Fincer other de- 
fenders than women and old men. This was threat- 
ening us openly with all the violences I dreaded. 
But what had I not to fear from his fury, as ſoon as 
he ſhould be informed of the bloody adventure of 
Sarah, and the tragical death of her father? 2 
what charm could I hope to ſoften this ſavage heart, 
and what art had I not occaſion of to enter into the 
explanation.of a thouſand things that were iH le 
for me toFullify ? Nevertheleſs, it was not at al} 16 
the ſtory of a ſervant, that I ouglit to turn him oor, 
and I ought yet Jeſs to ſuffer him to go imo the 4- 
artment of his niece, without having prepared her 


; ſome cautious managements, which Were More 
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1 
1 neceſſary for her than ever. This was a ſituation full n 
| | of grievous difficulties, and from whence I appre- a 
1 hended that no human aſſiſtance could bring me hap- b 
. pily out. | | m 
N I took him affectionately by the hand, and began li 
| to move him by my careſſes; and while I was con- P 
| ducting him to a remote cloſet, without having the m 
ower to anſwer yet a ſingle word to his menaces, re 
I addrefſed to Heaven, from the bottom of my heart, nc 
an ardent prayer, to obtain from thence thoſe ſuc- in! 
cours, which I did not expect from my eloquence or ni. 
underſtanding. In fine, being more at a loſs, when for 
I was at the point of opening my mouth, I did not pu 
think of humbling myfelf tov much, by caſting my- 
ſelf at his feet, to conjure him to make himſelf ma- tra 
ſter of his firſt motions at every part of the diſcourſe po! 
I ſhould pray him to hear, {ib 
It is eaſy to imagine, that it was neither from the anc 
death of Fincer, nor the wound of Sarah, nor even het 
from the confeſſion of the new marriage of Patrick, car 
that I began this moving apology. My integrity leſs 
obliged me not to deviate in the leaſt from the eve 
truth; but it was lawful for me to rank events in fon 
ſuch an order as to make them appear under the moſt in p 
mild and favourable colours. In confeſſing to him rela 
the avowed infidelity of Patrick, I from thence ha- pref 
ſtened to the defires and intentions of Tenermill. In- cont 
ſtead of a brother weak and inconſtant, whoſe ca- to ir 
prices I did not ſeek to excuſe, I offered him one of a brot 
character more ſettled and ſteady, who burned with exce 
impatience to make a reparation for the injury the of 8 
other had done to Sarah. I traced back all the ſteps ceſſi 
that Tenermill had taken to inſinuate himſelf into the front 
eſteem of Fincer and his daughter. It was ſhe her- eyes 
Telf that put a perpetual obftacle in the way of her were 
own happineſs, and Fincer had ſo fully done ns this the n 
Juſtice, that he made his reſentment fall only on her. my « 
Trenermill myſelf, even Patrick, did any thing ever e- In fin 
ſcape us thatwas capable of injuring him, and, knowing | formi; 


that the erilalways proceededirom that ſource, have we attenc 
| | | not 


-- \ 


3 
/ 
"4 


$4 6 


— 


The Dean of COLERAINE, 73 


not always laboured to repair it by our ſubmiſſions 
and tenders? Moreover, our family was beginning to 
be eſtabliſhed in France in a manner ſplendid enough to 
make the eldeſt of it conſidered in a diſtinguiſhed 
light; and though it were true, that the diſguſt of 
Patrick was an outrage on Sarah, the ſatisfaction ſhe 
might receive in Tenermill was effectually capable of 
repairing it with great advantage. In fine, forgetting 
nothing that might at leaſt put the ſincerity of our 
intentions in a fair light, I thought to have led Dil- 
nick to the point of being convinced, that the miſ- 
fortunes I had yet to relate to him ought to be im- 
puted to nothing but fortune: / 

He appeared indeed to liſten to me with more 


"tranquillity than I expected from him, and the pro- 


poſal of Tenermill's marriage had made on him ſo ſen- 

fible an impreſſion, that his looks began to ſoften 

and grow mild; it was this hope alfo that made me 
heighten and ſet off the advantages of it with ſo much 

care. But it was neceſſary for me to paſs to events 
leſs favourable, and my embarraſſment redoubled at. 
every word. I found my face all over in a ſweat 

from my efforts to diſpoſe my ideas and expreſſions 

in proper order. I began nevertheleſs this terrible 

relation without any other precautions than by re- 

— reſolutely the innocence of his heart in 

contradiſtinction to imprudence and weakneſs, and 

to improve the grief and repentance of a too guilt 


brother in proportion as I made a eonfeflion of his 


exceſſes. Thus the marriage of Patrick, the wound 
of Sarah, and the death of Fincer, found room ſuc- 
ceflively in my recital. I ſaw. more than once the 


front of Dilnick covered wi r and his 


eyes inflamed by the motions which without doubt 
were raiſed in his heart. But it was then I redoubled 
the marks of my own grief, and laboured to make 


my diſeourſe more moving by new humiliations. 


In fine, for the laſt impre on the heart of the 


formidable Dilnick, I alledged the cares and cager 


attendances of all my family iince the misfortune of 
A "IN Sarah, 
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Sarah, thoſe of Patrick himſelf, who had for three 
days even forgot his new ſpouſe, and loft all reliſh 
for ſleep and nouriſhment. You go to ſee my 
Lord Tenermill, ſaid I, fixed to the bed of your niece 
with all the ardours of reſpe& and love. You will 


there ſee my ſiſter, who does not leave her one mo- 


ment; your tenderneſs can add nothing to all the 


cares they have for her health and repoſe : And as 


to me, added I, who may without fear-call up to your 
mind a thouſand proofs of my ſincerity and honour, 
which you cannot have forgotten, 1 call Heaven to 
witneſs, that your family has not among them a 
friend more zealous and tender than mine. 

It was time for me to ſtop. Though I had ſome- 
thing to add to the reaſons 1 laboured to join toge- 
ther in my diſcourſe, the efforts it coſt me ſo ex- 
hauſted my ſtrength, that I could not continue it. 
I waited, trembling, to ſee on what point the firſt 
motions of Dilnick would bear; and if I laboured 
farther to bend him, it was by- the conſternation of 
my countenance and ſilence. He was not in haſte 
to anſwer me. Without looking on him, I could diſ- 
cover from his agitations what furious combats paſſed 
in his heart. He ſeemed to reflect on every thing he 
had juſt heard and inquired after, and, notwithſtand- 
ing his tranſports, appeared to regulate the tone of 
his voice he was going to ſpeak to me in. So much 
Nowneſs in a man ſo rough, began to raiſe in me ſome 
amazement, He at length took up the diſcourſe, 
but in a voice more moderate than I durſt have hoped 
for. | Re ng Calne 

Thus, ſaid he, the father, the daughter, the for- 
tune, and perhaps the honour of my family, all ap- 
pear an eaſy fſacriiice vo your brother, to gratiſy the 
irregularity of his paſſions. Hear E 1 


charge no body with accidents of chance, and I can 
well diſtinguiſh between things that ought to be 
aſcribed = to our misfortune, and thoſe that deſerve 
the name of inſult and outrage. I even make a ſult 


diſtinction between the conduct of Patrick, and that. 
-.Q 
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of the reſt of your family. But nothing ſhail ſtop 


my reſentment againſt a baſe perfidious wretch, who 
has raiſed to us ſo many evils. If my Lord Tener- 
mill maintains any pretenſions to my niece, and you 
any deſign on my friendſhip, it is by abandoning 
Patrick to my revenge, that you can both of you give 
me proofs of the ſincerity of your intentions. | 
Upon finiſhing this terrible diſcourſe, he aroſe with 


a furious air. I ſhould have thought him ready to 


go in queſt of Patrick to decide the quarre] on the 
ſpot, if I could have imagined he knew where he 
lived. But the certainty J had, that he was but juſt 
come to Paris, relieved me from that fear, and the 
day beginning to approach towards an end, I flattered 
myſelf that before morning 1 ſhould: find means of 
haſtening the departure of Patrick. This reflection 
was ſo much the more comfortable, as it made me 
look on it as an extreme happineſs to ſee him turn 
all his fury on the ſole object, which I hoped im- 
mediately to put under ſhelter from him, at leaft by 
removing it out of the way. I ſaw nothing to fear 


* 


about myſelf, ſince he had excepted Tenermill from 


his hatred, and had in a manner approved the ineli- 
nation he ſuppoſed in him for his niece. Whatever 
projects of revenge he might meditate againſt Patrick, 
I had room to hope, that during our continual com- 
merce with him, by applying all our ſtudy to ap- 
peaſe and pleaſe him, we ſhould ſooner or later ſuc- 
ceed in making him aſſume other ſentiments. I found 


_ myſelf ſo fortified by this way of reaſoning, that 


avoiding every thing that might indulge him in his 
preſent notions, I propoſed to him to go up to his 
niece's chamber, and to afford her by his preſence a 


conſolation ſhe ſtood in need of. But notwithſtand- 


ing the air of tenderneſs 1 affected in giving him 
this invitation, not being able to diſpenſe with my- 
ſelf from prepoſſeſſing him with the neceſſity of con- 
cealing from Sarah the death of her father as long 
as her health required this caution, this advice 
55 | Vet, 71:29 Fei 34-000" 
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made me ftill endure ſome furious ſtrokes of reſent- 


ment againſt Patrick. | 
My Lord Tenermill and the Counteſs of 8 ——, 


who were already informed of his arrival, and who 


had not doubted with what view I was retired aſide 


with him, eaſily judged in ſeeing us appear together, 
that I lad diſpoſed him to receive their en e 
civilly. They ſaluted him with marks of ſatisfac- 
tion and friendſhip, which confirmed what I had 
told him of their ſentiments. Sarah was charmed to 
ſee him. She knew her father had perſuaded to 
meet him at Paris, and his diligence did not ſeem 
to give her any ſurpriſe. But the joy ſhe felt pro- 
ceeded from a cauſe I did not at firft perceive, In 


the ſweet error ſhe yet was under of flattering her- 
felf with hopes of Patrick's return, ſhe' thought ob- 


ligingly that Dilnick, to whom her father had given 
-no other reaſon for inviting him out of Ireland, than 
the deſire of revenging himſelf on our family, was 
agreeably deceived 2 A us united together about her; 
and giving herſelf up to a thought ſo pleaſing and ſa- 
tisfaQory, ſhe lamented that Patrick, whoſe abſence 
they had hitherto luckily enough coloured over, was 
not with her. Alas! where is he? ſaid ſhe to me in 
a languiſhing voice. Dilnick fretted to ſee her in 
this error; and I perceived, that if he conſtrained 
himſelf to keep ſilence, it was only out of fear of in- 
juring the recovery of a niece ſo dear. I anſwered 
in haſte, that the three nights he had paſſed iu watch- 
ing with her, had made my brother ſtand in need of 
neceſſary reſt; and then repenting myſelf for havin 

ſaid what might be looked upon as a falfhood, ſince it 
only ſerved to confirm her in her prepoſſeſſions with- 
what I had faid with leſs 


violence to my fincerity, by ſpeaking- of a journ 

I had made to St. Sar and of oo tneations the 

King had ſhewed of advancing Patrick's fortune. 

What I added of the haſte that prince was in to ſee 

him, and even of the orders he had given me to 

advertiſe him of it, was a preparation, of which the 
TS tb | | | effect 
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—— 
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effect was very uſeful to us. It not only caſt ne- 


feeds of hope, and conſequently of conſolation, into 
the heart of Sarah, but, in making her think that 
he was obliged to go to St. Germain, in obedience 
to the King's orders, it prevented the renewal of ſor- 


row and trouble, which ſhe would ſpeedily have felt 


for the continuance, of his abſence. , 

The moderation of Dilnick appeared to me to be 
ſo good an omen, that, going into another apart- 
ment with him and Tenermill, I heaped on him my 


compliments and careſſes. He had the reſolution 


to let nothing eſcape him that might awaken my 
fears on Patrick's ſcore; and, on the contrary, the 
thoughts of Tenermill's marriage poſſeſſing him en- 
tirely, he was the firſt to aſk, Whether it were a re- 
ſolution ſeriouſly formed? His tranquillity appeared 
to increaſe yet more, by the ardour he ſaw in Te- 
nermill to give him an anſwer. An alliance ſo ſin- 


_ cerely coveted by perſons on whom it might depend, 


appeared to me ſo certain, as to have it concluded 


on the ſpot, if circumſtances had permitted; for ne- 


ceſſity had become a law ſo indiſpenſible for 8 
that it was no longer from her T expected any ob- 


, Racles. What other reſource could the have, when 


ſhe heard the confirmation of Patrick's marriage; 
and could ſhe fail of ſacrificing all her repugnances 
to her honour ? 

From the ſatisfaction this thought gave me, I 
changed my deſign of preſſing Patrick, by Jetter, te 
be gone, into that of ſeeing him myſelf. It appeared 
to me a matter of importance, that he ſhould carry 


with him ſome certainty of the marriage of his bro- 


ther, and be diſpoſed, by my exhortations, ſpeedily to 
repair the irregularity of his own. I was willing to 
draw ſuch a promiſe from him, that I might have 
nothing to reproach myſelf with from a . that 
I gave to his departure, and which ſeemed to com- 
prehend in it an open approbation of his conduct. 
This was the firſt a I accoſted him upon; I did 
wt ſpeak a word to him of Dilnick; and when I 

; | thought 
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thought myſelf aſcertained by his anſwer, that he was be 
not eſtranged from my propoſal, I thought of nothing to 
but retiring, to leave him at liberty to be gone. fo 
He ſeemed to be taken up with nothing but his ſp 
journey; and I could never imagine, how he came to w. 
change his mind all at once in ſo ſhort a ſpace. I he 
had not got down to the foot of the ſtairs, before he m 
ſent one of his ſervants to call me back; and meet- w. 
ing me, I know not, ſaid he, what it is obliges me ſta 
to leave France, when you give me ſuch formal aſ- m: 
ſurances of my brother's marriage: Even ſuppoſing ref 
my preſence ſnould be an obſtacle to it, what hin- WO 
ders me from retiring a few weeks to the country, Ki 
and to ſpread abroad the report of my departure? ma 
You have not imparted to me, ſaid he, the ſucceſs of as 
your journey to St. Germain, and the King's E do! 
neſs to you. I have learned it all from my valet de my 
chambre;- and ſhould not ſcruple to ſacrifice the hopes all 
that Prince has given you for me, if ſuch a ſacrifice Ie 
were neceſſary for our common tranquillity. But Ih 
one moment's refleion has made me believe, that poſ, 
all our intereſts may be eaſily reconciled. Tenermill d 
ſhall become the huſband of Sarah ; I ſhall appear Dil 
again after his marriage, and draw all the advantages his 
J can hope from the King's favour. - A propoſal fo oug 
little expected, ſurpriſed me enough to make me if h. 
conſider a long time upon my anſwer. He took mak 
me by the hand; Come with me, ſaid he, and tell he fl 
me what paſſed between the King and you more faith- his « 
Fully than I could hear it from my valet. I followed expe 
him, without loſing ſight of the firſt impreſſion made give 
on me by what he Jad, and which I had conſidered whic 
with all the attention I was capable. I found, that, in tions 
reality, the offer he made of retiring to the country nigh 
being an anſwer beforehand to all my fears, he - a 
had but few hazards to run by delaying his de- chan 
parture. The country-houſe of the Count De S—-— Rill x 
was a retreat, in which I was ſure the ſecret would Patri 
be kept: And when he could be in ſecurity from ſelf 
the menaces of Dilaick, what reaſon had I, at the Arri\ 
5 bottom, a 
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bottom, to wiſh for his removal farther off? Even as 
to the main deſignꝰ I had in view, of amending the 
form of his marriage, had I not a more ſure pro- 
ſpe& of making him reliſh my advice when he was 
within a few leagues of Paris, than at the diftance 
he was going to be from us in ſome town of Ger- 
many ? And, on the other hand, of what importance 
was it to Sarah, whether he were near or at a di- 
ſtance from her, when his preſence or abſence could 
make no further alteration in her hopes? Theſe 
reflections, receiving ſtrength, perhaps, from too 
worldly a deſire of not loſing the opportunity of the 
King's favour, for the advancement of my family, 
made a revolution in my ſentiments almoſt as quick 
as what had juſt happened in thoſe of Patrick. I fat 
down near him with a tranquillity proceeding from 
my joy ; aud having related to him, as he requeſted, 
all the circumſtances of my journey to St. Germain, 
I confeſſed to him, upon winding up my ſtory, that 
IT had few objections to make againſt what he pro- 
oſed. 
4 Nevertheleſs, for ever alarmed with the menaces of 
Dilnick, 1 added divers reaſons, which, according to 
his own ſcheme of retiring privately to the country, 
ought to make him haſten his departure, as much as 
if he was to go to Germany. I was happy enough to 
make him reliſh theſe reaſons ; and the ſatisfaction 


he ſhewed, in his turn, for my facility in approving 
his defires, made him uſe all the diligence I could 
expect for his entering into my views. Orders were 


given, upon the ſpot, for the return of his goods, 
which bad already left Paris; and the other altera- 
tions were ſo eaſy, that they were made during the 


night, with as much diligence as ſecrecy. 


In the reflections I continued to*make upon this 


change, I found new reaſons for approving it; but 


ſtill not forgetting the deſire the King ſhewed to ſee 
Patrick on the morrow, I was reſolved to-go my- 
ſelf to his levee, to make our.excuſes acceptable. 
Arriving at St. Germain before. the King was up, I 

| found 
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found many perſons of rank in the antichamber ; 
among whom I ſaw Angleſey, who came up to me 
as ſoon as he obſerved me. My perpetual troubles had 
given me few opportunities of viſiting him ſince he 
came to Paris; and the ſtrict friendſhip he had 
maintained with Mademoiſelle De L———— and 
Patrick, was the ſole reaſon that made me a little 
ſtrange to him. Nevertheleſs, not being able to re- 
fuſe — thoſe compliments, which the cuſtom of the 
world has made a duty, he gave me the opportuni- 
ty of ſeeing him ſometimes at Saiſons, and I never 
had given him room to think that I found his viſits 
troubleſome. I know not whether it were upon this 
foundation only that he thought himſelf authoriſed 
to make me a-confidant of his defigns, or whether 
he hoped to draw any advantage from my anſwers 
to give them ſucceſs: But, after the firſt eompli- 
ments, he took me afide, to entertain me with the 
following diſcourſe. 

Lou know, ſaid he, the friend(hip I have ſworn 
- to your brother, and that which he hath . * 
me with. Veſlerday, when he was preparin 

ous the night following, to Germany, he 9 
imſelf obliged, by our ri union, to give me notice 
of his departure; and the haſte I in going to 
his bouſe, might demonſtrate to him how ſenſible I 
Was of this tender mark of his attention for me. He 
gave heaped meaſure to his favours, by diſcovering to 
me his fituation. - He informed me of the conclufion 
of his marriage with Mademoiſelle De L—-, and his 
reſolution of retiring with her into Germany, to ſhel- 
ter himſelf from the reſentment of Sarah Fincer ; the 
of his retreat; in fine, all the views he had 
formed for his new cftabliſhment. But, what I re- 
rded as the molt generous teftimony of the 
og prone thay among the reaſons that liged 
him to quit France, to ſeparate himſelf from Sarah, 
he gave me to underitand, that he took ſo much in- 
tereſt in her happineſs as to employ himſelf ill about 
it. He made me an encomium on all the perſec- 
tions 


är 


The Dean of CoLERAINE. 21 


tions he knew in her character, ſince the time he 


had bore the name of her huſband ; and ſeeing her 


worthy of a thouſand paffions, which he could not 
feel for her, he laboured to inſpire me with them. 
As to the objection I drew from the concurrence of 
my Lord Tenermill, whoſe views and attempts he 


had informed me of a long time before; he anſwer- 


ed, that unhappily for his brother, Sarah had ſhewn 
little taſte for his perſon, and few compliances to his 


diligence and cares; that Tenermill was ſo well con- 


vinced of this himſelf, that he had in a manner re- 
nounced all hopes; that he had gone away ſud- 
denly to free himſelf from an unſucceſsful paſſion; 
and that being embarked with his regiment for Ire- 
land, there was great appearance, that his military 
occupations and abſence would finiſh the healing of 
his heart, which was formed for ambition much 
more than for love. In fine, opening to me a courſe 
that he warranted to be free, he preſſed me to enter 
courageouſly into it, and to truſt the ſucceſs of my 
boldneſs to my good fortune. 

I cannot diſavow, continued Angleſey, that inde- 
pendent of the charms of Sarah, which would be 


ſufficient to make me aſpire to the happineſs of plea- 
ſing her, I look on her riches and birth, as two 


motives capable of animating me. I have but little 
eſtate, why then ſhould 1 neglect the opportunity of 
making myſelf happy by fortune and love? In 
leaving your brother, I received from him, as his 
laſt favour, an advice, which I am going to exe- 
cute. He has given me to underſtand, that in the 
trouble and weakneſs he had left Sarah, I had but 
one way to obtain acceſs to her, and that was to ſup- 
port myſelf by the countenance of the 1 recom- 
mendation. A ftranger, and without alliances at 
Paris, the embarraſſment in which ſhe continues ſince 
the death of her father, would make her look upon 


© the King's protection as a favour from Heaven; and I 


have no doubt, but that what I ſhall begin under ſuch 


powerful auſpices, I ſhall be able to bring to a happy 
2 concluſion, 


iy 
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concluſion, by my addreſs and pains. I only wait 
for the hour of the King's levee, to make a trial of 


my credit. Having got a h of you, added he, 
| 


| not only receive in 
good part this overture, but that, ſeconding the in- 


_ © tentions of your brother, you will employ for me 


all the weight that your merit has given you at 


Whatever aſtoniſhment and vexation ſuch ſtrange 
propoſals might give me, they were accompanied with 
ſa much reſpect, and ſo many polite compliments, that 
I covld not aſſume a voice leſs civil to anſwer them. 
But I had taken my reſolution from the firſt word, 
which had given me a foreſight of their drift. It 


might have been eaſy for me to comprehend, that 


Patrick had given him notice to come to him in the 
interval of the two viſits I had paid him, and that not 


being then informed either of the arrival of my 


Lord Tenermill, or the renewal of his love, he might 
have fancied that the project he had formed, in favoyr 
of his friend, might be of ſome advantage to Sarah. 
This reflection aſſured me alſo, that Angleſey was ig- 
norant of the changes that had been brought about 
ſince; and to be able to reaſon upon theſe two 
foundations, would at leaſt make him depart from 
his, fixed point. I. did not look farther for the 
means of delivering myſelf from ſuch an unſeaſon- 


able and unlucky accident. Having commended 
Patrick for his ſentiments, which made him think of 


the happineſs of Sarah, I laid before Angleſey all 
the reaſons ſhe herſelf had, not to be ſenſible of 
over much gratitude for a ſervice of this nature; 


and confeſſing to him, without going about the buſh, 
that he might indeed have choſen a confidant more 


diſpoſed than I was to ſerve him, I informed him, 
that both he and Patrick were under an error that 
might be eaſily ſet right, if they thought that Tener- 


mill was diſcouraged by ſome obſtacles, which no 


er ſubſiſted. He is at Paris, ſaid I; it is the force 
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to conceal nothing from you, he is with Sarah, who 
receives his aſſiduities, and, in all appearance, finds 
an inclination to reward them. Spare yourſelf, added 
I, a ſtep, of the unprofitableneſs of which I give you 
notice; and do not build upon hopes, which will be 
immediately deſtroyed by the recital I come now 
myſelf to make the King. 

This, then, was indeed enough to baniſh all hopes 
from a man leſs animated than he, by a double 
mctive, of which he had made me the confeſſion. 
But, not being able ſo eaſily to conſent to the loſs of 
two advantages, which had all night flattered his 
imagination, he ſeemed leſs afflicted at my refuſal to 
ſerve him, than at his own imprudence in openin 
himſelf to me ſo unwarily. He looked upon me wit 
an irreſolute eye; and, recovering himſelf, after ſome 
moments ſilence, It is of no importance, ſaid he, with 
a peremptory air; I know no obſtacle that can be 
capable of cooling me; and if you will give me leave 
to ſpeak freely, added he, I have more reliance upon 
the notions of Patrick than upon yours. I was 
going to reply, and let him know, that what he called 
the notions of Patrick, ſuppoſed the abſence and 
deſiſting of Tenermill ; but, obſerving that the King's 
chamber was opened, he left me, and advanced nim- 
bly towards the door: One word in the uſher's ear 
obtained him the liberty of a private audience. I 
perceived all at once what advantage he was going to 
have by anticipating me, and I was vexed not to have 
made this reflection earlier. 

In reality, he was ſenſible enough, that, not finding 
me diſpoſed to ſecond him, he could not be too ſpeedy 


in bringing the King into his intereſt, and to aſſure 
himſel of 


which would become a ſacred engagement to this 
Prince. 1 further obſerved how hos I was in 
the cuſtoms of the world upon this occaſion. - If 
I had known how to have profited by my prerogatives, 
my character, and the quality of almoner to his 
Majeſty, 1 had opened to myſelf an entrance into his 

chamber 


his protection by ſome formal promiſes, _ 
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has ſhewed for the other. I anſwered, that if I did 
not apprehend a failure in duty by my complaints, 
I would give a quite different name to what his Ma- 
jeſty willed me to look upon as a favour. My bro- 
ther, added I, had hopes, which your Majeſty has 
juſt now ruined by giving ſucceſs to thoſe of ano- 
ther. If the favour may contribute to the happineſs 
of any one, it is not to that of my family, and the be- 
nefit is only for Angleſey, who muſt gather the fruit of 
it. This diſcourſe, and the air of grief with which 
1 accompanied it, gave the King ſo much ſurpriſe, 


that riſing half vp, he prefſed me, continuing ſitting 


on his bed, to explain to him a myſtery, of which 
he aſſured me he did not comprehend one word. Is 
it not true, continued he, chat my Lord Tenermill 
has broke with Fincer's daughter, and is he not gone 
to command his regiment ? I then begged permiſſion 
to enter into a detail of our domeſtick affairs, and 
taking up every thing that had happened fince the 
. of Fincer, I prayed his Majeſty to judge 
himſelf of the fituation and hopes of Tenermill. 
Angleſey, added I, was not ignorant of his return ; 
he knew it from myſelf a moment ago; and our 
misfortune is, that with more addreſs, than J had, he 
found means of being preſented to your Majeſty be- 
fore me. My fincerity appeared even 'in the tone 
that grief made me uſe. The King was ſo moved 
at it, that having ordered Angleſey to be recalled, 
he ſhewed himſelf much irritated againſt him, when 
being inquiredafter to no purpoſe, he was informed that 
he had already left St. Germain. He immediately or- 
dered the gentleman, who had the charge of Angle- 
ley's intereſts, to be recalled; but the haſty Angleſey 
had engaged him to be gone upon the ſpot ; and the 
King forpeldal at their Paſte, was reduced to the ne- 
ceſſity of diſpatching a courier, with orders for them 
to return to him immediately. 

The goodneſs of this Prince would have been ſuf- 
ficient to conſole me, if I had conſidered in the mar- 
riage of my brother only the advantages he would 
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ſind in it for his eſtabliſhment. But in the diſpoſi- 
tion I knew Dilnick to be, I foreſaw, that the only 
means I had to inſpire him with more moderation 
coming to fail by theſe new views they were going 
to give him for his niece, it wonld be impoſſible, 
it may be, to make him drop his deſigns of re- 
venge againſt Patrick. I confeſſed this to the King, 
and from thence took occaſion to make apologies 
for this dear brother, who ought to have been at 
St. Germain to receive his orders. The advantageous 
touches, that friendſhip made me chooſe in praiſing 

at the ſame time his character, added to the im- 
prefſians yet remaining on that good Prince from the 
moving recital 1 had made him of one part of his 
adventures, inſpired him with ſo much goodneſs 
for my brother, that he determined on the ſpot to 
ive him an extraordinary mark of it. I approve, 
{aid he, the precautions you have taken to make 
him avoid meeting Dilnick; but I know more ſure 
means to ſhelter him from his violence: That is, 
in the firſt place, to take upon myſelf the care of 
reconciling them: I will give notice to them both 
to appear here, and will oblige them to embrace one 
another and forget their quarrels. Then, to re- 


move all opportunities of rekindling their hatred, I . 


will fend your brother to Spain, where I have ſome 
ſecret affairs to manage; ſo that what will con- 
duce to his ſafety, will at the ſame time be uſeful 
for my intereſts and his own fortune. I embraced 
the knees of ſo excellent a King, to ſhew him the 
. ardour of my gratitude ; but appearing ſo ſenſible 
to his goodneſs for Patrick, I entreated him further 
to extend his favour to 'Tenermill. . | 

The King's intention was ſincere, and perhaps 
would have produced immediately ſome effect, if 
his commands had been fulfilled with more dili- 


__ but Angleſey got the ſtart of them by his. 


e went directly to Dilnick. The gentleman, who 
accoinpanied him, intereſted perhaps in his ſervice 
. by other hopes, had given ſuch an artful turn to his 
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made hearken to our propoſals, was in raptures to 
find ſo fair an opportunity of ſhaking off the yoke, 
and of preſerving the honour of his niece, without 
being obliged to obſerve the leaſt caution in reſpect 
of us. He gave his promiſe to Angleley ; and imme- 


diately aſſuming a right from this new 2 | 
L 


to deliver himſelf from Tenermill, he declared tb him, 
that from his views, which he affected to wrap u 


15 


in obſcure terms, he was obliged to forbid him the / 


houſe, and all acceſs to his niece. Love, though mor- 
tally afflicting Tenermill, yet inſpired him with mode- 


ration enough to keep in his complaints: I found 


him at the Count De 8 — 's on my arrival from 
St. Germain. He informed me what had thrown him 


into the agitations he was in, and my account aug- 
mented them; but I had ſo much hopes from the 
King's goodneſs, that my conſolations had the power 
of calming his mind. : 

During this time, the fame courier, who was 
charged to call back Angleſey, and the gentleman 
employed in his favour, carried alſo an order to Dil- 
nick to appear at St. Germain. This was in con- 
ſequence of the King's promiſes, who ſeriouſly em- 
ployed himſelf about the concerns of my brother, 


and was defirous of putting an end at once to the two 


affairs I had communicated to him. Dilnick, flat- 
tered with the attention they appeared to ſhew him, 
and looking on it as the conſequences of the meſſage 
he had juſt before received, left Pans in ſo much 
haſte, that arriving above an hour betore the other- 
two, he heard from the King's own mouth the 
change that Prince had made i his firlt orders. Per- 
haps having made the beſt of the reſpe& with which 
he had received them, the ſame reaſon would have 
had the power of keeping, in his murmurs upon 
hearing they were changed; but the King paſting 
immediately to the affair of Patrick, and exhortin: 
him to put an end to it, by forgetting a — 
which it would be uſeleſs, to revive, this mention 
of the moſt piercing of his vexations ſerved as a 
x SS pPretext 
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xt to oppoſe openly what at firſt he had not 
dart to e He traced back with great 
warmth all the outrages he had received from my 
brother in the perſon of his niece, and not limiting 
himſelf to the pretence that his ſchemes of revenge 
were juſt, he had the boldneſs to demand of the 
King, if it were worthy of his goodneſs to propoſe 
to him the brother of his moſt mortal enemy for a 
huſband to his niece. A King even more eaſy and 
condeſcending would have been offended at this queſ- 
tion; but James the Second, whoſe ſweetneſs of 
temper heightened and ſet off all his other virtues, 
did not anſwer this reproach otherwiſe than by per- 
ſuaſions founded upon maxims of religion, and upon 
the neceſſity of peace, even for the intereſt of both 
families. His inſtances were ſo preſſing, that they 
put Dilnick to filence ; and this was the greateſt vic- 
tory he could obtain over this inflecble heart; 
for his inward ſentiments were not in the Jeaft ſoften- 
ed by them. But the King, induced to believe that 
he ſubmitted to his orders, thought no more than 
to confirm him in this diſpoſition by all the careſſes 
that were familiar to this great Prince. 

In going out of the apartments, his misfortune and 
ours was, that he met Angleſey, who arrived with the 
gentleman diſpatched with him. He took him aſide 
to impart to him the King's intentions, but took 
care to aſſure him of his own ; and having renewed 
to him all his promiſes, he eaſily made him under- 
ſtand, that if he wiſhed for the execution of them, 
he ought not to go into the King's preſence, who 
would infallibly — him to renounce his preten- 
ſions. Angleſey followed his advice without heſita- 
tion; they choſe to return together to Paris, not- 
withſtanding the King's expreſs orders to Dilnick to 
wait for the arrival of Patrick, between whom he 
was willing to bring about a reconciliation. Upon 
my having acquainted this Prince with Patrick's re- 
treat, he diſpatched a courier to him, who went off 
immediately. Thus my brother was upon the 2 
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to St. Germain, while Dilnick and Angleſey retook 
that to Paris. | 
They met at a little diſtance from the town. If 
Patrick could not fee Dilnick without feeling much 
emotion, anger was the ſole paſſion that took poſſeſ- 
ſion of the other when he ſaw my brother. Ne- 
vertheleſs, the preſence of Angleſey ſtopped his firſt 


tranſports. He fancied with juſtice, that it was not 


in the ſight of a common friend, that he ought to 
proceed to violence; and this thought obliging him to 


aſſume a calm air, he contented himſelf to come up 


to Patrick, and tell him in few words the delign he 
had to revenge himſelf. He made this declaration 
with ſo much caution, that Angleſey taking no um- 
brage at it, my brother eaſily — means of diſ- 
guiling his anſwer. He promiſed to go to Paris 
upon his leaving St. Germain, and to give Dilnick 
immediate notice of his arrival. What they added 
to this converſation related to nothing but the change 
made in the intended journey to Germany, which 


Angleſey complained of not having known earlier, 


they continued their reſpective journies. 

The King ſeemed extremely irritated againſt Dil- 
nick, when having ſeen my brother appear, be in 
vain had an enquiry made for his enemy. The gen- 
tleman, who had ſerved for a guide to Angleſey, gave 


and parting with the uſual appearances of friendſhip, 


an account not only of the precipitation of his de- 


parture, but of the advice he had given Angleſey to 
follow him. This temerity could not but turn to 
the advantage of Patrick; ſo that the goodneſs of 


the i appeared from thence more ardent in his fa- 


rour. Having done him the honour of talking to 
him a long time, he laid open to him the occaſion he 
had of his ſervices in Spain; and although birth, 
laid: the King obligingly, diſtinguiſhes itſelf more 
than all dignities, yet he inveſted him with the title 
of Lord Chamberlain, to let him know what ſhare he 
would henceforth give him in his confidence. In 
relation to Dilnick, he recommended to him to avoid 
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meeting this furious man, and promiſed to take other 
meaſures to inſpire him with more moderation. Pa- 
trick, bound by the common maxims of honour, 
made no anſwer to this exhortation, from the fear of 


drawing on himſelf a peremptory prohibition; but, 


lodging in the bottom of his heart the impreſſion of 
Dilnick's menaces, he was not leſs urged with the 
defire of getting to Paris, to know without delay 
what his threats could have in them ſo terrible; and 
his impatience appeared ſo viſible to the King's eyes, 
that this Prince having at length miſtruſted what was 
the cauſe, he ordered him a guard, whom he com- 
manded to follow him without intermiſſion till his 
departure for Spain. 

This obſtacle did not hinder him from taking im- 
mediately the road to Paris ; and thus overthrowin 
all my precautions, he went directly to Dilnick, wit 
whom he had a very briſk converſation; they de- 
ceived the vigilance of the guard, by talking in the 
Iriſh language. The reſult of this heat was, that 
Dilaick ſhould: go ſecretly-to the frontiers of Spain, 
and there wait for my brother. Beſides the neceſſity 
the guard had laid him under, of conſtraining him- 
ſelf, Patrick did not forget what he had to Par in 
France from his firſt tad, and into what embarraſſ- 
ment he muſt of neceſſity caſt himſelf in the courts 
of law by a new quarrel. But if it was prudence 
that made him think of turning over Dilnick to Spain 
for ſatisfaction, the ſame Natal might have made 
Dilnick defire to battle it in France. The condition 
his niece was yet in, did not ſuffer him to remove far 
from her. He propoſed to leave Paris in a litter 
under the guidance of Angleſey, and the ſame day 
' to finiſh his difference with my- brother. If the 
chance of arms declared for him, he reckoned upon 
it that he ſhould be immediately able to get to the 

ſea-fide. Although he returned from St. Germain 
with this project, he was prevented from engaging 
hy the preſence of the guard, and was obliged to 
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28 his thoughts at the deſire of Patrick him- 
elf. : 

In the mean-time, when being alone at home he 
had made new reflections on tife danger to which he 
ſhould abandon his niece, and the delays he ſhould 
be expoſed to, his firſt deſign returned ſo ſtrongly 
upon his mind, that he determined to paſs over the 
conſiderations that had ſtopped him. Such a furions 
project could not come into the mind of any body 
but him; for the guard not loſing fight of my bro- 
ther a moment, another would have feared to have 
had an enemy more than one to combat, or at leaſt 
to find himſelf taken and arreſted upon any attempt 
to attack Patrick. Nothing was capable of diſmay- 
ing him; diſcovering himſelf only to the faithleſs 
Angleſey, he did not refuſe the requeſt made him to 
embark in the quarrel; that is to ſay, Angleſey ſa- 
crifieing all the rights of gratitude and triend{tip 
to love, ſhould undertake to attack the guard, and 
lay him under the neceſſity of thinking of his own 
defence. 'Thus, by the moſt raſh reſolution in the 
world, they determined to go in queſt of, and join 
their enemies on the ſpot, i it were poſſible, as they 
took their way out of Paris in the road to the ca- 
ſtle of the Count De S— „to which they had no 
doubt but Patrick would make haſte to return. 

It was eaſy for them indeed to learn that Patrick 
was at the Count De S—— —'s houſe, and to have 
his departure watched. They followed him with ſo 
much precaution, that having choſen on the road 
the moſt proper place for executing their deſign, they 
had all the eaſe they could defire to overtake the 
chaiſe. * The guard being on horſe-back, Angleſey 
took him aſide, while Dilnick preſſed my brother to 
alight. - The ſurpriſe he was in to ſee himſelf attack- 
ed againſt the faith of ſo late an agreement, did not 
binder him from thinking to put himſelf upon his de- 
fence with a good grace. 'The combat was long and 


bold; at length the raſh Dilnick found in it his pu- 


niſhment, He was pierced through with a mortal 
F Þ ＋ wound, 
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wound, having firit received one more flight, whick 
helped only to provoke his fury. Angleſey ſeeing 
him fall lifeleſs, left the guard, with whom he was 
leſs hurt than amuſed; he made ſome excuſes to my 


brother, which he gave little ear to, but adviſed him 


immediately to remove himſelf by flight into a place 
of ſecurity. 1 
Patrick and his guard had no other choice than to 
return directly to St. Germain, to give an account 
to the King of a miſchance they could by no means 
avoid. Patrick put the corpſe of Dilnick into his 
chaiſe, and mounted the horſe of one of his ſer- 
vants, to whom he gave orders to return to Paris 
behind the chaiſe, and to go to the houſe of- the 
Count De S——, where he had left me. The com- 
miſſion he had charged him with, was to inform me 
of this melancholy adventure, and to commit to me 
the care of burying the body he had ſent me. I was 
with the Count and my Lord Temermill when this 
mournful preſent came to me. The care they took. 
of drawing the curtains of the chaiſe took away all 
ſuſpicion from the Count's ſervants, and Patrick's 
lacquey had diſcretion enough not to diſcover his 
maſter's orders to any body but me. I adored the 
diſpoſitions of Providence, which did nat leave me 
one moment to breathe after ſo many. diſturbances ; 
and thinking I bad no other choice to make in this 
matter than to bury Dilaick privately, I had him 
carried to Saiſons, where I propoſed to go imme - 
diately, and take that care on myſelf. „ 
But going back to the Count and Temermill, I 
immediately informed them of what I had juſt, learn- 
ed. If the heart of a good man could feel any joy 
at the misfortune of another, when it might turn to 
bis own adyantage, I ſhould have ſuſpetted Temermill 


not to have heard me without ſome. return of com- 
placency in relation to his own proper intereſts. But 
then he anticipated this ſuſpicion. by his anſwer; I 
lament the unfortunate Dilnick, ſaid he, and I baniſh 
from me the memory of every thing that might 
maxe 
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make me think of his death with other ſentiments. 
Nevertheleſs, added he, you will not be ſurpriſed, 
that not having any thing farther to fear from the 
competition of Angleſey, I reſume all my hopes, and 
am returning this moment to Sarah. I ſtopped him. 
You give little attention, ſaid 1, to a thouſand dif- 
fieulties, that ought to make you leſs haſty. What 
I fear from the very misfortune of her uncle, which 
may prove a new obſtacle to your views, is not per- 
haps the moſt ſtrong. But what are you going to 
ſay to Sarah, and how do you hope to conceal from 
her this new accident, which ſhe cannot hear with- 
out being informed of more of the ſame kind of 
miſchiefs? We are ignorant, continued I, whether 
ſhe hath been told of the death of her father, of the 
laſt reſolutions of Patrick; or, if it be probable that 
Dilnick might not have concealed for any time her 
misfortunes, we are yet more uncertain of the effect 
they have produced on her. Will you go and carry 
her news at a hazard capable. of making her fink 
under the burden of it, and ſpeak to her of mar- 
riage or of love, when ſhe is not perhaps taken up 
with any hung but the horror of her fate? Ha- 
ving prevented him by theſe reflections, I propoſed to 
him to abandon to me the conduct of an enterpriſe, 
that required a mind leſs diſturbed than his; and I 
perſuaded: him to conſent to remain with the Count, 
whilſt I ſhould go and inform myſelf of the condi- 
tion, and fee] the diſpoſitions of the unfortunate 
Sarah. | | 
Neither confidence nor courage were neceſſary for 
me in this enterpriſe ; but I was ſenſible of the need 
I had of much precaution and addreſs. Jacin, who 
followed me, did not ſeem proper for the diſcoveries 
I was willing to begin with. I muſt havea ſpy, who - 
was not known to the ſervants, and who might aſſiſt 
me without giving them any ſuſpicion of my deſign. 
I took advice of the Count, who offered me the fer- 
vices of a diſcreet and faithful friend, whoſe talents 
he had employed in carrying on the intrigue with my 
| EFF 
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ſiſter. Having given him notice to come immedi- 
ately to us at his houſe, we inſtructed him in all the 
circumſtances neceſſary for him to know, and told 
him every thing we deſired to learn by his diligence. 
He put on the ſame diſguiſe, under which he had for- 
merly come to me from the Count to carry me to 
the Carthuſian monaſtery, and not having known him 
at firſt fight, I recollected his air and figure with 
amazement, as foon as he had changed his dreſs. 

I followed him till he had got to a certain di- 
ſtance from Sarah's houſe, and the time I paſſed in 
waiting for him was taken up by my ſorrowful re- 
flections. They did not hinder me, nevertheleſs, fror. 
keeping my eyes fixed on Sarah's door. I ſaw a 
chair carried into it, which ſoon after came cat 
again. As I had obſerved, that it was empty when it 
went in, I ſaw as plainly, that it was not ſo coming 
out. But my curioſity would have proceeded no far- 
ther, if I had not perceived the Count's friend, who 
came out allo to follow it. His eyes found me out 
in the retreat I had choſen, and I imagined, from a 
haſty beck he gave me with his hand, that notwith- 
ſanding the impatience he had to ſpeak to me, he 
was obliged by a motive ſtill more prefling not to quit 
the chair. I made no ſcruple to join him. Ah! 
ſaid he, geg forward with me, could you ever 
imagine who it is I am taking care of, and where 1 
am going? It is Sarah is in this chair; it is ſhe her- 
ſelf, who upon the diſcourſe 1 have had with her, 
has wiſhed to be carried to the Count's, and has re- 
fuſed to return to Ireland with Angleſey, in order to 
deſire a ſanctuary in the boſom of your family. 

If nothing could have happened to me more agreeable, 
nothing alſo was more capable of giving me greater 
ſurpriſe. I prayed this lucky negociator to inform 
me, as we walked along, by what art he had found 
the way of doing that in an inſtant, which I durſt not 
have promiſed myſelf ſucceſs in from all my endea- 
yours and cares. He told me, that having poſted 


himſelf at Sarah's door, under pretence of offering = 
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his ſervices for Ireland, he had been received there 
with ſo much the more eaſe, as they were preparing 
every thing to undertake the ſame journey. This 
hint, which he had got from the ſervants, had at 
firſt embarraſſed him ; but becoming from thence more 
eager for the ſucceſs of his — he pretended 
at all hazards, that he had come there on Angleſey's 
account, who being obliged to go before Sarah, the 
ſervices he could do her related to her embarkment, 
upon which, Angleſey had given it him in charge to 
conſult her. He had expoſed himſelf to the imputa- 
tion of an impoſtor, if Angleſey ſhould have happened 
unluckily to be with her; but with the reaſons he 
had to believe him far off, and not daring to uſe the 


name of Dilnick, becauſe he was yet uncertain whe- 


ther ſhe were informed of his misfortune, nothing 
appeared to him more ſpecious to improve upon, tlian 
the authority of a man, whoſe influences he had rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe had a great ſhare in the hurry he ſaw 
in the houſe. However it were, he found it very 
lucky that Angleſey had not in reality the hardineſs 
to come back. Upon his coming into Paris he choſe 


to write to Sarah, and to frame a ſtory of an ima- 


ginary adventure, which had obliged Dilnick immedi- 
ately to take poſt, and himſelf to make the ſea - ſide 
with all expedition. But as they had both declared be- 
fore they went to the combat, that they muſt return 
to Ireland, and that the preparations for their depar- 
ture were not eaſy for ſtrangers, who had reſided 
ſo ſhort a time at Paris, Angleſey had enlarged more 
than ever in his letter on the neceſſity there was 
for Sarah and her ſecvants not to continue long at 
Paris. He had given her room to fear ſome part of 
the danger he ſuppoſed her uncle threatened with ; 
and having ſent to her a man of truſt, whom he had 
charged to diſpoſe her to the journey according to the 
firſt meaſures of Dilnick, he had reckoned” that ſhe 
would determine herſelf upon his word to follpy an 


advice ſo urgent. One might moreover eaſily pęne- 


trate the principal motive that ſet Vim at work. 
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Yielding with reaſon, to the piercing alarms remain- 
ing from his wicked outrage, he was obliged, for the 
ety of his life, not to lofe a moment in getting out 
of the way ; and full of hopes, which he could not 
with any patience renounce, he- would fain drag 
away Sarah after him, in order to draw all the 
advantage poſſible from what Dilnick had done in 
his favour, before ſhe could get an account of his 
death. S521 | 
The Count's friend having obtained liberty of 
ſeeing her, found her under the agitations into which 
this news had juſt then caſt her. She had been pre- 
parcd for theſe troubles by the meaſures Dilnick had 
taken for her departure, and by the orders he had 
given her to receive Angleſey as a map who muſt be 
her huſband. But theſe two propoſals throwing her 
at firſt into a mortal melancholy, every thing that 
tended to haſten the effects, was only fit to. augment 
her trouble. In the mean-time, with the (mil. 
ſion of an unfortunate victim, who could find no 
means to withdraw herſelf from her dependence, ſhe 
had communicated Angleſey's letter to her ſervants ; 
and.not having power to declare her inclinations, 
ſhe ſaw them . preparations for her departure 
with tears in her eyes, and deſpair in her heart. 
The death of her father, the abſolute ſeparation of 
Patrick, every thing that we had endeavoured to 
eonceal from her with ſo much care, were not all the 
wounds ſhe had yet to receive: The boiſterous 
Dilnick had with all his ſkill endeavoured to make 
ker reliſh more eaſily his new propoſals, and reckon- 
ing as nothing the piercing of her by the moſt. grie- 
vous ſtrokes, he had interpreted the amazement that 
had checked the courſe of her tears, as the mark of a 
change he defired to find in her. In this ſituation, ſee- 
in Ye Count's friend come in, who had given her no- 
tice that he was a meſſenger from 3 and Dil- 


nick, ſhe expected nothing from his firſt words, bug 


that he came to inform her that ſhe muſt go, and that 


he was ſent to ſerve her as a guide. I know not * 
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ther ſl.e would have embraced the ſide of ſubmiſſion; 
but ſhe had ſcarce heard that he was come to her from 
me, and from the Count and Counteſs of S——, 
than opening her heart to hopes, ſhe lifted herſelf 
up on her bed with as much lightneſs and aQtivity 
as if ſhe had no feeling from her wound ; and taking 
notice, by the wihdings he uſed in delivering him- 
ſelf, that he thought he riſked ſomething in ſpeak- 
ing openly, ſhe interrupted him with ardour, to con- 
jure him to Jet her know, in two words, if ſhe had 
any ground of dependence remaining on my friend- 
ſhip, and on that of the Count and Counteſs. The 


aſſurance ſhe immediately received of it ſeemed to give 


her as much ſtrength as joy. She did not give him 
leaye to finiſh what he had to ſay. I am within a 
moment, ſaid ſhe, of ſeeing myſelf forced to quit 
Paris, and perhaps to accept a man for a huſband 
whom I deteſt. The only way open to preſerve me 
from the tyranny of my uncle, is to ſeek a ſanctuary 
in the generoſity and friendſhip of the Counteſs of 
S$—. Go immediately and requeſt this favour for 
me. He, who. judged from our own longipgs, that 
we had nothing to hope for more happy, boldly took 


on him to warrant our diſpoſitions on that head, and, 


perhaps flattered with the opinion he was going to 
ive us of his dexterity in returning ſo ſoon with 
fach good proofs of the ſucceſs of his commiſſion, 
ordered chairmen to be called, and preſſed Sarah to 
make uſe of them that moment. The orders ſhe 
left with her ſervants were, not to ſlacken in the pre- 
parations for her departure; but, as they conſiſted in 
nothing but packing up her Juggage, and filling her 
trunks, this care would equally ſerve the defign of 
removing. them to the Count's. r 


Thus, without having executed his principal com- 5 


miſſion, our friend had in truth rendered to Tener- 
mill and Sarah a ſervice much more im 
I durſt hope for. But the difficulty ſtill remained 
intire, to know from herſelf what ſhe thought of the 


irreparable ſtep of Patrick, and how ſhe was Aer 
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for Tenermill. I hugged myſelf with knowing, that 
ſhe was already informed of what I ſhonld have 
had the moſt difficult taſk to communicate to her; 
for, with the ſubjects of complaint the had againſt 
Dilnick, I did not look on the news of his death as 
a diſcovery dangerous to her, or at leaſt I did not 
fear from thence a renewal of grief, which could add 
any thing to what ſhe had felt from the death of her 
father, and the laſt reſolution of Patrick. We got 
to the Count &f 8 's in the midſt of theſe reflec- 
tions. Her ſurpriſe was great to perceive me ſo near 
her chair ; but that of Tenermill was much greater to 
ſee her, as it were, brought even to him into 2 apart- 
ment. Though he had a houſe of his own at Paris, 
finding himſelf in it without ſervants and without fur- 
niture, having left all his people at Dunkirk, he had 
taken no other lodging than that of the Count's. 
Sarah was yet too weak to keep — out of bed; 
ſhe accepted of one that was immediately offered her 
by the Counteſs. We had the diſeretion in this firſt 
moment not to let any thing drop from us that 
might recal her grief; and ſhe herſelf, perceiving our 
views, thought of nothing but ſhewing her acknow- 
ledgments of gratitude for the ſervices we were ſo 
ready. to do her. But as ſoon as ſhe had retired into 
the apartment that my fiſter had appointed for her, 
ſhe prayed me to go in with her alone. The tears 
I'faw burſt out, and which, for ſome moments took 
from her the power of ſpeaking, diſcovered the vio- 
lence ſhe had done herſelf in keeping them in. Alas! 
ſaid ſhe, after relieving herſelf by 3 ſighs, do you 
know any one whoſe fate reſembles mine? I am a 
ſtranger in a family, wherein 1 ought to hold the ſame 
rank with her, who has the generoſity to afford me 
a ſanctuary.” I owe ovly to friendſhip, and perhaps 
to compaſſion, what I ſhould hold by my ow proper 
rights, if they had not been cruelly uſurped. I have 
no longer any other pretenſion remaining to life or 
' repoſe, but that which” they would leave me by fa- 


your ; and when the ſpite of my fate, and the * 


of me 
that a 
in the 
the m 
She 
there 
ful ret 
A ſig 
and ? 
wipe 1 
with 
father 
ſenſe c 
loſin 
kin) 
ing, m 
to die. 
my m 
words 
your e 
ed you 
doubt 
the per 
did no! 
of my 


ing to 
jullified 


declare 
him to 
eternal 
me the 
libly cc 
thing b 
and tha 
make 1 
neſs fro 
any one 
reject h 
ken of r 


he is no 


% 


N 
w 


FR" G 


) 


u 


The Dean of CoLErAINE. 39 


of men ſhould ceaſe to cruſh me with new wounds, 
that grief and bitterneſs, which yet always remains 
in the bottom of my heart, is ſufficient to render me 
the moſt unfortunate of all my ſex. 

She ſtopped, being drowned in tears, and ſmo- 
thered even more by the multitude of her ſorrow- 
ful reflections, than by the abundance of her ſobs. 
A ſight ſo moving had foftened me even into tears, 
and I more than once took out my handkerchief to 
wipe them away. At length, reſuming her words 
with a feeble and trembling voice, I have loſt m 
father, continued ſhe, I have loſt my huſband ; the 
ſenſe of finding in me fo little obedience, is about 
loſing me the eſteem and affection of my uncle; I 
have loſt every thing ; I have nothing more remain- 
ing, my dear Dean, than to beg your aid to help me 
to die. Alas! hear me, added ſhe, ſeeing me open 
my mouth to ſweeten thoſe black ideas by ſome 
words of conſolation, ſuffer me to finiſh, and refer 
your exhortations and advice until I have acquaint- 
ed you with all my ſentiments. You ought not to 
doubt me, but that in retiring among you to avoid 
the perſecutions of my uncle in favour of Angleſey, 1 
did not reflect that this was to expoſe myſelf to thoſe 
of my Lord Tenermill ; and how are they perhaps go- 
ing to be augmented, when they ſhall appear to him 
juſtified by the abſolute loſs of all my hopes? But I 
declare to you here, what will be more agreeable to 
him to hear from you than from me, I proclaim my 
eternal hatred to whoever ſhall dare to pronounce to 
me the name of Love; and this diſpofition ſhall infal- 
libly continue all my life. Nevertheleſs, as I have no- 
thing but the ſentiments of my grief to object to him, 
and that after having loſt the ſole good that could 
make me happy, I would not refuſe my happi- 
neſs from him, if I were capable of accepting it from 
any one, I have no thought either to fly him, or to 
reject his cares: I even think of giving him a to- 
ken of my gratitude, which he little 93 I know 
he is not rich. My eſtate is uſeleſs to me, as 3 | 
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the Count and his ſpouſe will conſerve the ſentiments 


or love. 


heart. 


Angleſey, impa 


all at once, that ſhe was no longer in the dark as to 
GET | 008 the 


they have for me; which may he enjoy until death 
has delivered me from my pains, or till a change, that 
I do not foreſee, ſhall have given me a reliſh for other 

leaſures than ſorrow and tears. The ſole condition 
i impoſe on him is, never to ſpeak to me of marriage 


A declaration ſo formal, took from me the very de- 
fire of oppoſing her ſentiments. 
Tenermill rejecting 
her eſtate, I praye 


But, in the name of 
the offer ſhe made of the uſe of 
her to believe us as capable as 
herſelf of a generous ſentiment, and not to ſuſpe& any 
view of intereſt in our ſervices. 
aſpires to the happineſs of pleaſing you. He will 
know how to retrench even from his cares every thing 
that might remove him from this aim, and I find him 
happy enough that you conſent to endure them. It 
ſeemed to me at the bottom, that this preference ſhe 
ve to him over Angleſey was flattering to him; and 

ar from judging of 1t in another light, he confeſſed 

to me, when I went to inform him of what paſſed, 
that he drew from thence a very ſweet omen for the 
ſucceſs of his love. Nevertheleſs, upon ſome advice 
he had received from Dunkirk, he was obliged to be 
gone the day following to rejoin his ſquadron. 
grief he had in leaving Sarah, and the inſtances with 
which he recommended to me to cultivate thoſe ſeeds 
of goodneſs ſhe had expreſſed for him, were perhaps 
the moſt tender ſentiments that had ever diſturbed his 


My brother, ſaid I, 


The 


tient of the delay which he aſcribed 
to the daughter. of Fincer, writ to her more than 
once to preſs her to make haſte to Calais. 
tinued to uſe the name, and to lay a ſtreſs upon the 
commands of her uncle, whom he ſuppoſed to have 
croſſed the ſeas, and to wait for her at Dover. At 
length, being informed by the letters of his agent 
whom he had left at Paris, of the reſolution ſhe 
had taken to retire into my family, and concluding, 
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the death of Dilnick, and that ſhe had ſurrendered her- 
ſelf to Tenermill's paſſion, he ſent for his ſiſters, and 
embarked himſelf with them for Ireland. I had open- 
ed all his letters by the orders of Sarah herſelf, who 
was willing to ſpare herſelf that trouble: I had 
found in the laſt, that he had ſpoke openly of the miſ- 
fortune of Dilnick, from a ſuppoſition that the know- 
ledge of this accident, which ſhe might have receiv- 
ed from ſomebody elſe, was the cauſe that hindered 
her from leaving Paris, and following the will of her 
uncle: This opportunity appeared to me ſo natural, 
to inform her in reality of her Joſs, that 1 thought 
it my duty to lay hold of it, without any other pre - 
caution than to add to my account the ordinary 
conſolations of religion. I had to do with a heart 
ſo exerciſed in troubles, that a new mis fortune could 
add but little bitterneſs to it. But the advantage 1 
drew from doing this, was to faſten cloſer the bonds 


that had linked her to my family, by giving her 
room to think there ſcarce remained any thing in the 


world ſo near to her. She ſtretched out to me her 


| hand, upon communicating. this reflection, and eon- 


jured me to hold the place of the father and uncle 
ſhe had loſt. in - of ie) 65. 3676227 
I had the firſt day performed the funeral! offices 
to Dilnick, and from an impatience to learn news of 
Patrick, had diſpatched my valet to the caftle of the 
Count de S——, to wait for his return. He had 
given me, the day following, a detail that had pleaſ- 
ed me, for many reaſons. The King had approved 
of my brother's v. gorous defence, and had taken u 

himſelf to put a ſtop to all the conſequences of its 


Nevertheleſs, conceiving that a rencounter of this 


nature might draw on him a profecution at law, 
and revive the memory of his former actions, which 
might always expoſe him to ſome danger, he had 
given, him orders to be gone two days after to 
Spain, and his inſtructions had been drawn up with- 
out any delay. Thus, there being nothing to call 


him back again to St. Germain, he had taken his li- 
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cence of abſence from the King. Whatever might 
now ſtop him was only decency to take his leave of 
us at Paris; but he had thought himſelf, that other 
conſiderations ſhould hinder him from appearing there, 
and had taken the opportunity of Jacin to make his 
apologies. His commiſſion was to be of ſo ſhort a 
contmuance, that he reckoned to be back in France 
in four months, and his intentions were not to carry 
his wife with him. ES 

He would have been ſo unlucky as to have come 
to the Count's without knowing what he might have 
found there. I could not be too much pleaſed at the 
account that delivered me from this diſtreſs. More- 
over, it ſeemed to me, that among the ſcruples yet 
remaining concerning* his marriage, if the circum- 
ſtances of his departure did not give me room to 
propoſe the reparations I thought neceſſary to cover 
the reproach, yet his abſence would at leaſt leſſen 
what appeared criminal to my eyes, in a commerce 
that I could not bring myſell to treat as lawful. I 
yet flattered myſelf, that this interval would give 
me time to obtain as formal a conſent as I could de- 
fire frem Sarah Fincer. Although fuch a conſent 
might coſt her little, after the manner ſhe had ex- 
plained herſelf to me, upon the loſs of all her hopes, 
nevertheleſs I thought her affliftion was yet too live- 
ly to permit her to conſent openly to the happineſs 
of her rival; and I hoped from time what the fear 

of irritating her grief had obliged me to retard. 
Having communicated the report of Jacin to the 
Count de &———, and to Tenermill, who had pre- 
pared himſelf to go to Dunkirk, I had the ſatisfaction 
to ſee them enter into my views. We contented our- 
ſelves in ſending back my valet to Patrick, to expreſs 
to him our concern, that we could not have the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing him before his departure, and the 
reaſons that detained us at Paris. Our intention was 
to give him notice at the ſame time, that his wife ought 
not to think, during his abſence, of coming to the 
Count's, He went away indeed the day following, _ 
ö e 
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the laſt letter of Angleſey arriving a few days after, I 
thought myſelf from every quarter at liberty enough 
to hope for a little tranquillity, aſter ſo many ſtorms 
and agitations. 

I fancied at leaſt, that all my duties were going to 
be confined to the care of, conſoling Sarah Fincer, 
and ſome journies to St. Germain, from which I could 
not diſpenſe with myſelf at times, to attend the duties 
of my new employment. I could not forget alſo ano- 
ther care, which was to write into Ireland, to make 
a reſignation of my benefice. My vicar had ſo well 
merited this favour by the conſtancy and zeal of 
bis ſervices, that I did not look farther for a ſuc- 
ceſſor. I was excited nevertheleſs by the advice 
of ſeveral perſons, not to make too much haſte in 
taking this ſtep ; and their reaſons would have made 
ſome impreffion on me, had they been more con- 
formable to my principles. They repreſented, that 
in the uncertain fituation of the King's affairs, pru- 
dence ought not to make me look on the title and 
penfion he had granted me as a very ſolid eſtabliſh- 
ment; and if it ſhould happen to fail, I ſhould per- 
haps bitterly regret to be deprived of the only retreat, 
in which I MY reckon-my real ſettlement. - I was 


ſenſible of the prudence of this reflection; but fince 


J had accepted the King's favours, I did not think 
myſelf any longer at liberty to divide my cares. 
Religion and charity are rules fo ſtrict, that I trem- 
bled to have been removed by ſo long an abſence 
from Coleraine. The debt I owed my flock could 
no longer ſquare with the engagements I had ta- 
ken on me at court. In fine, whatever turn the 
King's affairs might take, had I not aſſurances enough 
in the friendſhip of the Count and Counteſs de 8 
to look on their houſe as an agreeable retreat, from 
which I had no reaſon to fone Velo ſhut out? If I 
was obſtructed by any defire, it was that of making 
a journey to Ireland, to turn over, in my own perſon, 
the precious burden on my vicar, of which I had 
thoughts of diſcharging myſelf, I foreſaw _ the 
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King would, ſooner or later, employ me in paſſing the 
ſeas, and bringing over into France Linch's treaſure: 
His hints had made me judge, that he, would with 
pleaſure receive a propoſal of this nature; and two 
motives of ſuch importance had, without doubt, power 
enough to ſhake me. But ſince my affection for my 
family was the principal reaſon that ſtayed me in 
France, 1 looked upon that love as another duty that 
called for all my cares. . Sarah could not be without 
my preſence, and the marriage of Patrick had left in 
me ſo many ſcruples, that it did. not give me liberty 
to abſent myſelf voluntarily, before 2 delivered 
from them. So I choſe to reſign my benefice by 
letter, and to wait the King's orders for Linch's trea- 
ſure. +" 
My life would have bad nothing in it diſagreeable 
during the abſence of Patrick, if it had continued 


long time ſuch as I led for about eight days. 


All the time I did not paſs at St. Germain was 
taken up with an extreme pleaſure in. conſoling Sa- 


rah Fincer, or in the enjoyment of a ſociety full of 


charms, in the converſation of the Count and Coun- 
teſs, or in the ſtudies of my cloſet ; occupations I 
ould never be tired of. But when I had the ſpouſe 
of Patrick (who had taken on her the title of my 
lady) leaft in my thoughts, I was informed by Ja- 
ein, that he had met her in Paris, in a very brilliant 
£quipage ; and that, having had the curioſity to follow 
her, he had learned —— — that ſhe had 
there hired a very ſumptuous houſe. I admired ſhe was 
ſo ſoon weary of her ſolitude. Nevertheleſs, not daring 
to believe ſhe had quitted it without the approbation 
of my, brother, I charged my valet to dive more ful - 


ly into her ſituation and conduct. | 


Jacin aſſured me two days after, that if ſhe was 
fenſible to any thing, it had little the appearance of 


being for, the abſence of her huſband; or if ſuch 


thoughts, added he maliciouſly, made the torment 
of her heart, ſhe ſpared for nothing to ſweeten them 
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she had given herſelf up to all the pleaſures that 
opportunity preſented : The play-houſe, entertain- 
ments, brilliant aſſemblies, with her divided all the 
day: Thoſe of the night were taken up either in 
iving ſuppers at her houſe, which laſted till day- 
feht, or in being an ornament at the tables of 
ethers, and receiving the flatteries addreſſed to her 
ſprightlineſs and beauty. I eaſily diſcovered from 
this detail, that Jacin was ill diſpoſed to her, and 
that he took a pleaſure in repreſenting to me, under 
odious colours, circumſtances that might be moſt un- 
ſuſpected and innocent. His inclinations had always 
a bias for Sarah; he had ſeen her moaning, and as 
it were ſinking under the weight of her misfor- 
tunes, while her rival was in @ ftate of triumph 
and adoration. This, then, was enough to render the 
turn of his ſtory ſuſpected by me. Nevertheleſs, I 
could not imagine that he could have the impudence 
to alter the truth for the ſake of gratifying his pre- 
poſſeſſions, and I reſolved at leaſt to dive into the 
facts, but with which (I could not conceal it) 1 was 
deeply wounded. 

I had never yet ſtudied with care enough the cha- 
rater of Mademoiſelle de L—--—, to flatter my- 
ſelf with having penetrated it. The opportunity I 
had of ſeeing her familiarly in Ireland, had led me 


only to judge of the vivacity of her mind, and the 


affeftions of her heart, from the ſenſibility J had ſeen 
in her for every thing that was capable of afflicting 
her. But this diſpoſition is ſo common to women, 
that I was not from thence more aſcertained of her 
principles. I knew ſhe had been educated with 
too much conſtraint. Her praiſes, which-I had heard 


my brother ſo often ſound, had given me no ſurpriſe 


from the mouth of a lover. It might be true, 
that with the two qualities I have juſt now aſcrib- 
ed to her, ſhe bath drawn both prudence and mo- 
deſty from her education. She might even have 
reeeived from nature as much integrity and good- 


neſs as charms ; but Patrick himſelf had never ſeen 


— 
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her in any of the circumſtances, wherein to judge of 
the bottom of her ſentiments from her deportment. 

Could it be poſlible, ſaid I, in my firſt reflections, 
that ſhe could have looked upon two months ſolitude 
as a ſevere fituation, to make the amuſements of 
Paris neceſſary, if ſhe had a heart ſo much filled 
with love, as ſhe had perſuaded my brother of? Or, 
if it be true, that her affection had been ſincere, 
could ſhe have a mind ſo full of levity, and an 
imagination ſo weak, as not to find a reſource in 
herſelf, nor in the remembrance of what ſhe loved, 
to ſupport herſelf againſt tediouſneſs? I could not 
ſuſpect her of any thing that might wound her du- 
ty, and knowing 


what I knew was moſt proper to pleaſe him. 


I imparted to the Count and Counteſs De S—— 


the ſorrow I felt from this conduct. They baniſhed 
my ſuſpicions by divers reaſons, and I even found 
in thoſe of the Count more of ſtudy and thought than 
my complaints appeared to call far. He laid be- 
fore my eyes all the reaſons that ſhould ſeem to make 
me eaſy in the affection and fidelity of Mademoiſelle 
De L—— for my brother ; and not thinking her 
capable, ſaid he, of loſing ſo ſoon the memory of a 
man ſhe adored, he exhorted me to be fully ſatis- 
fied. in the bottom of her ſentiments. There re- 
mained yet with me a ſtrong impreſſion from this 


manner of defence; I ſtayed till I was alone with 


him. - You have not ſpoke, ſaid I, with all the 
openneſs that I expected from your friendſhip. This 
reproach made him agree, that he had concealed 
from me one 
himſelf from the fear he had of being 
into any raſh judgment, he confeſſed, that the doubts 

I had of the character of Mademoiſelle De I 
were not a ſentiment new to him. It was not cu- 
rioſity, continued he, that made me obſerve her in- 
clinations. I have ſeen her paſſionately in love with 


tranſported 


our dear Patrick, and I was charmed with the my: 
| tua 


Patrick, I could afflit myſelf only 
in his not having found in the companion of his life 
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tual teſtimonies of their affections: But the op- 


portunity I had of ſeeing her freely during her long 
reſidence at Saiſons made me take notice of a thin 
which I took no pains to diſcover. She is indiſcreet 
and ſenſual. Theſe two defects are happily enough 
diſguiſed by an air of modeſty, which ſhe is indebt- 
ed for to her education; nevertheleſs the power of 
her natural conftitution has ſeemed to me to hurry 
her away in a thouſand circumſtances; and I would 
not tell it you ſo freely, if I made my judgment on- 
ly from the firſt of theſe defects. I have obſerved 
her reliſh for ſenſuality, which has ſurpriſed me to 
ſee in a young lady, in whom I -could not ſuppoſe 
any knowledge of the pleaſures of love. The Coun- 
teſs, who has ſeemed to you ſo reſerved in ſpeaking 
of her, has made the ſame obſervations ; and we 
have ſometimes admired together the prepoſſeſſions of 
Patrick, who always ſhut his eyes upon a thouſand 
things,. that could not pleaſe even a lover. 

In truth, added the Count, whether it happened 
that the innocence of the thoughts of Mademoiſelle 
De I, or the continual preſence of me.and the 
Counteſs, had had the power of ſerving as a curb 
to her, ſhe always contained herſelf within the 
bounds of prudence ; and when, after her marriage, 
the choſe to retire among the Engliſh nuns, I praiſ- 
ed a reſolution, that ſeemed to prove the injuftice 
and temerity of my remarks. But what I have 
learned from you to-day, ſeems ſo contrary to all 
ſorts of laws, that they have made me recolle& 
things that were almoſt effaced in my memory ; and. 
my refletions have caſt me, as it were in ſpite of 
myſelf, into all the miſtruſts that you have taken no- 
tice of. ta 
This confeflion was not ſufficient to ſatisfy me. 
I repreſented to the Count, that having more under- 
ſtanding than 1 in the evil he ſeemed to fear, he 
ought to furniſh me with his advice, and perhaps 
make ſome remonſtrances to Mademoiſelle De I, 
from whence we may yet hope that ſhe would take 
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no offence. He anſwered me, that the ſecond of 
my demands embarraſſed him; that a commiſſion of 
ſuch a delicate nature was as little agreeable to his 
humour as his age; but that my qualify of an eccle- 
fiaſtick, and as the firſt born of my family, au- 
thoriſing me to uſe a freedom of ſpeech with the 
wife of my brother, he was perſuaded, that advice 
of this nature could have no greater influence than 
from my mouth. | | 
Nevertheleſs, as much as he thought ſuch inſtances 
requiſite, ſo much did he recommend to me to ſepa- 
rate from them all harſhneſs and ſharpneſs. . It is 
not always the force of reaſon, ſaid he, that will 
prevail on a woman to condemn herſelf, and to change 
her thoughts or conduct. Pride and felf-love, 
which watch inceſſantly at the entrance of her mind, 
will drive back all hints that injure them. But with 
a little addreſs to gain theſe two guards, one may 
come to make her liſten to reaſon, and not much 
fail intirely to gain - thoſe watches over by the 
tender methods of ſweetneſs and pleaſure. This 
advice, of which I was ſenfible of all the wiſdom, 
became to me a rule, which held the place of expe- 
rience. 55 B ä 
The diy following I determined to pay a viſit 
to my ſiſter-in-law ; for I ought at length to paſs 
ever the repugnance I had to this time obſerved, 
and to give her that name, of which ſhe had rob- 
bed Sarah. She ſeemed ſurpriſed to ſee me. The 
ſanctuary we had given her rival was an offence, 
ſhe was by no means diſpoſed to forgive us eaſily; 
and her reſolution upon her - coming to Paris had 
been to keep up no commerce with us. I found 
her in the condition my valet deſcribed, adorned 


- _- with every thing that might help to ſet off her 


charms, and leſs brilliant even by her dreſs, than by 


© © the air of joy that animated her eyes. As ſhe had 


been prepared to go abroad with a gentleman who 
gave ber his hand, the remembrance of the Count's 
maxim made me fear leſt ſhe. took my viſit as an 


unſeaſonable 


prepara 


brough 
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unſeaſonable accident, that might give her a prepoſ- 
ſeſſion againſt my remonſtrances. ut ſhe preſſed me 
herſelf to take a chair, and without appearing con- 
rained at the preſence of the gentleman, afſked.me 
with fo free an air, to what it was ſhe owed the ho- 
nour of a viſit ſhe ſo little expected, that full of the 


ideas which poſſeſſed me intirely, I found myſelf 


under ſome perplexity to anſwer her. She per- 
ceived ut herſelf, and mogiowng that I had ſomething 
in prizate to communicate to her, ſhe took me by 
the hand with the ſame. air of freedom to lead we 
into her cloſet. 

I confeſs.this air of gaiety, ſo different from the 
ſweet modeſt countenance I had always obſerved in 
her, and in the circumſtances wherein I expected 
that my looks only might be thought a reproach to 
her, diſconcerted me even to the taking away that 

reſence of mind neceflary to unfold myſelf to her, 
1 what means had I of entering without 
preparation into a matter ſo odious, as that which 
brought me there? This was to loſe fight of the 


| advice the Count had given me a taſte of ;. and I 


muſt of neceſſity have obſerved, that the moment 
ſhe was going abroad, to give perhaps a looſe to 
pleaſures, was not that I ought to chooſe to load her 
with reproaches apd leſſons of morality. Thus I 
remained under the moft painful uncertainty, and 
I did not deliver myſelf from it but by confeſſing, 
that I had an affair of importance to diſcourſe with 
her upon, for which 1 requeſted a more favourable op- 
portunity. She anſwered, that ſhe would grant it 
to me freely, but did it with a wandering” air, and an 
appearance. of indifference, which perſuaded me, 
chat my requeſt was the leaſt thing in her thoughts, 

The moment I prepared to 3 her, ſhe had 
notice given her that two perſons, whom ſhe ex- 
pected, were in heir eoach at the door. She leaped 
joytully at this news, and ſtretching out her hand to 
the gentleman, without giving further the leaſt at- 
lemon to me, 1 the coach that 


tlemen that accompanied the ladies. 


fortune, and the moſt happy life, by ſome marriage 
0 , 
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i 6 houſe. 

i I diately drove off from her iſe 
8983 of fo ſudden a departure, _—_ 
aſlced ſome of her ſervants, who continued about 


| what was become of their .miſtreſs, they an- 
me, 


hey knew how- 

t they could not tell. They 

—_ ou * who came to take — up. 

One was her common companion, a TICS 

lty, of a general acquaintance, and who had o 
, 


agnifi- 
tained an extraordinary reputation for mag 


cence and gallantry. 
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young ladies of Paris. But an exceſs of liberty, 
which her parents indulged her in too much, ex- 
poſed her greatly to the deſires of a thouſand 
young gentlemen, who had not the ſame advan- 
tages; and her taſte particularly declared itſelf for 
a muſketeer, who had nothing elſe to recommend 
himſelf but his birth and perſon. Happy both 
one and the other, if, in ſurrendering themſelves 
up to the pleaſures of love with ſo little prudence, 
as to be ſoon compelled by neceſſity to a marriage, 
they had found their good fortune in the con- 
ſtancy of their paſſion ; but the cuſtom of ſeeing 
one another having in the end brought them to a 
diſguſt, Madame De S———, naturally baughty 
and proud, perceived the injury ſhe had done her- 
ſelf by her imprudence, and puſhed her reſent- 
ment againſt her ſeducer even to diſdain and hatred, 

The firt mark ſhe ſhewed him of theſe was a 
comical reparation for all his rivals, to whom ſhe 
reproached herſelf for having preferred him. She 
called to mind their names, and the greateſt part 
of them being of known birth, there was no dif- 
ficulty of finding them out at Paris. She found 
the means of getting them to her again one after 
the other, and laviſhing her favours on them, ſhe 


took care to let them know to what paſſion they 
were indebted for them. A confeſſion of this na- 


ture, which ſhe made them. after glutting her re- 
renge, took from almoſt all of them the appetite 


of keeping up the intrigue ; and the numbers of 


thoſe, to whom ſhe had granted her favours, ſoon 
ſpread this adventure over Paris. I was amon 

the number of | thoſe lovers one day, added the 
Count, and being more diſcreet than the reſt, I 
never yet intruſted the matter to any body but 
you, Neverthelcis, ſhe found ſome among them, 


who got over the, diſguſt of a declaration ſo eu- | 


pable of cooling them, and who ſeriouſly - renewed 
their attachment for her. Among the reft, ſhe 


C2 — diſtinguiſhed 


+ 
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diſtinguiſhed one by a new caprice. This freſh 
paſſion became io ſtrong, that not being more hap- 


py than at firſt in the choice of one more 10 
rich, ſhe took up the humour of gratifying at ms 


Jeaſt to the full her heart, by waſting riotouſly dt 
the beft part of her eſtate with a man, whom ſhe on 
thought ſhe loved excluſively of all others. This, wo: 1 
beſides, was a piece of revenge over and above mg co 
what ſhe deſired to draw on her huſband. She — a: 


found ſuch happy diſpoſitions in her aſſociate of 
this enterpriſe, that in the compaſs of a few buſ 
years ſhe funk herfelf by expences and debts. de ec 
Her huſband, from whom it was impoſſible that wy 
the noiſe of her firſt adventure ſhould be altogether q 
concealed, daſhed out of countenance with ſhame and N 
grief, choſe to go into the Emperor's ſervice in the - 
wars of Hungary. 

This was about the time, continue> the Count, —_— = 
that I married my firſt wife, with all the advan- and did; 
tages that have led me to the happy ſituation I : 
now enjoy. Madame De S———, being often- of "a 
times reduced to her laft ſhifts by an abſolute diſor- |} 6. © 
der in her affairs, heard ſpeak of my fortune, 
and did not at all deſpair to draw ſome part of it 
to herſelf. She fancied, that as I was condemned 
to live with an old and infirm woman, I ſhould 
think myſelf too happy to receive new advances 
from a former miſtreſs, whoſe charms I had 
known, and who, in promiſing me to carry on the 
intrigue with great ſecrecy, ſhould induce me to 
accept of that conſolation ſhe tendered me under 
my circumſtances. It was not nevertheleſs by open 
propoſals that ſhe tempted my fancy. She had in 
the neighbourhood of my caſtle a houſe, of which 
ſhe had the enjoyment, though the rent of it was 
for a long time conveyed over to her creditors. 
She choſe to retire here alone, and all the ar- 
tifices ſhe could invent for fix weeks that I lived 
at my caſtle, ſhe employed in perſuading me, that 
it was her former inclination for me that confined her 
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to this ſolitude. I did not open my ears to her 
flatteries; and. I onght to hug myſelf for this 
victory. The ſapreme art of Madame De S——, 
and that by the exerciſe of which ſhe has found 
a refource in her miſery, is 9 invade and poſſeſy 
the mind and heart by her ſweet and inſinuat- 
ing carriage. I ſhould not have caſt theſe things 
as a reproach: on her, if ſhe had not made a 
practice of them for her own ſake only, or, to 
explain myſelf more clearly, if ſhe had never 
abuſed them by inſpiring people of rank with 
taſtes, for which ſhe has made them pay moſt dear» 
ly, not in their reputations only, but in their purſes, 
and has often by her extravagant expences brought 
ſuch to ruin, who have ed her to take too 
great an afcendant over them. Nobody could ever 
more readily than {ſhe penetrate into the bottom of 
a humour, in order to provoke all the paſſions, 
and diſcover alt the foibles of it. Thus fhe leads 
on her cullies and her victims by roads ſo full 
of charms, that though the thereby ruins. their 
fortunes and honour, yet they think themſelves 
tilt indebted. to hev zeal. I could bring you an 
hundred examples of this, if I had need of other 
proafs than my own teſtimony. 5 
. But what makes me tremble here, added the Count, 
is, that not having diſcovered any other foible in 
my Lady than a taſte: for ſenſuality, which I have 
abſerved at Saiſons, I already apprehend, that it is 
by this way Madame De S——— will obtain. her 
conkdence. Though my coojecture ſhould be falſe, 
a acquaintance ſo dangerous. would be an evil al» 
vays to be dreaded, and you cannot take too many 
meaſures-te break it; but if my reflections be juſt; 
make all the haſte you can, as to a danger the moſt. 


vo and fear leſt your diligence ſhould be tos 


Under the alarms, into which this recital eaſt =_ 
Patrick, I did not top a moment ia demanding 
wy other explanations from the Court than ſuch aa 


25 1 C 3 Ig might 
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might ſhorten my labour in the execution of the 
advice he gave me. He propoſed to me to make a 
ſecond viſit to my Lady, and to inform her without 
diſſimulation to what ſhe was expoſed by linking 
herſelf to Madame De 8 The character 
of this woman being too flagrant to require any cau- 
tions, he was in hopes that the bare eee of the 
danger would make a young perſon open her eyes, 
who had not yet had time to harden herſelf againſt 
her duty. Try this way, ſaid he; it is the moſt 
mild; and we will turn over to the laſt extremity thoſe 
remedies, to which we may be compelled by the 
common intereſt of our honour. | 
This choice would without doubt have been the 
wiſeſt, if I could have got an opportunity of un- 
folding myſelf openly to my Lady. But ſhe had found 
my viſit troubleſome from the firſt moment; and when 
ſhe had ſo readily offered to lead me into her cloſet 


to hear me, ſhe thought only of more ſpeedily get- 


ing rid, of my company. She was accuſtomed 


for a long time to look on me as an impertinent 


cenſor, whoſe air and maxims without doubt agreed 
little with her inclinations. : According to the new 
notions.. with which ſhe was filled, I had become 
yet more terrible to her, and perhaps ſhe had al: 
ready objected to herſelf ſome . weakneſs, of which 
my looks alone might ſeem to bear the condemna- 


tion: Moreover, having ſeen me a long time declare 


myſelf-openly for Sarah Fincer, it was impoſſible but 
ſhe ſhould have ſome remains of reſentment againſt 
me, which my late ſervices had not intirely extin- 
guiſhed ; and the reſentment even of her huſband, 
which he declared ſufficiently in going away without 
ſeeing us, was a- pretence - ſhe could always im- 
prove to cover her own. Be that as it will, the fame 
day I ſaw her, and that ſhe appeared diſpoſed to re. 
ceive me with pleaſure, ſhe did not go abroad till ſhe had 
iven orders to her porter to free her from my viſits, 
and to have always ſome fair excuſe in reſerve to re- 
fuſe me her daor. ge 9 v 
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I endured a thouſand times this refuſal, without 
imagining the cauſe of it. But the impatience of- 
my zeal increaſing the more from this reaſon, I 
made my complaints of it to the Count, who ſaw 


more-clearly-than I did into a conduct ſo affected. 
The reſolution I took by his advice was to take aſſiſ- 


tance from my pen. I writ to. my Lady in terms 
the moſt circumſpect I could poſſibly uſe, and ſparing 
Madame De 8 with as much caution, I 
ſpoke to her of the ſtrict friendſhip ſhe had made 
with her, as of an imprudence, the blame of which 
I caſt leſs upon the conduct of her friend, than 
upon the malignity of the public, who ſome- 
times without reaſon ſet themſelves up in oppoſition 
to innocence 5 and without examining into the bot- 
tom of my advice, I exhorted her to take ſome in- 


formations upon the character of this lady, before 


the puſhed her friendſhip or confidence further with 
her. My motives, ſaid I, in aſſuming a liberty, 
which I prayed her to take in good part, were not 
only my zeal and tenderneſs, which were not ca- 


| pable of being lulled aſleep when ſhe was concerned, 


but even the hvely intereſt I ought to take in the 
ſatisfaction of my brother, whoſe love without 
doubt was ſubje to all the inconveniences of ah- 
lence, that is to ſay, to a thouſand paſſionate inquie- 
tudes for a ſpouſe, whom he only cheriſhed. This 
reflection, being the only one with which I appre- 
hended ſhe could be injured, ' I added, to ſweeten it, 
every thing that friendſhip and politeneſs could find 
out moſt flattering, and I prayed her in the conclu 
hon; to grant me the opportunity of a converſation, 
in which I promiſed to be explicit. 

I received nd anſwer to this letter, and I many 
times requeſted it in vain. In fine, foreſceing nothing 
happy from ſo much obſtinacy, and giving way to 
my fears, which augmented perpetually, 1 reſolved, 
vith the participation of the Count, toſee Madame 
De S———, leſs for the ſake of diſcovering my- 
{elf to her, than for drawing ſame light from what 
0 C 4 ; * 
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the ſhould fay, and to let her know, that my family 

had their eyes open to the conduct of my ſiſter:- in- 

law, and that if ſhe ſhould engage her in any falſe 
| ep, we knew on what fide our refentment ought 
a. ; 

I choſe an hour for my viſit, which I propoſed 
to make very ſhort; and it was in the morning, 
with the view of being more fure to find Madame 
De 8 She was at home, and the readi- 
neſs, with which I was admitted, made me judge, that 
my name, which 1 told at the door, was not un- 
known to her. But I owe little thanks to my Lady, 
who had informed her of it, and had joined to her 
account the portrait of my perſon and character. 
She had painted me with features, that muſt have 
made a lively imprefſion on Madame De S——, 
fince her firſt motion, after having feen who I was, 

had been to riſe briſkly off her chair, and run di- 
| | realy into her elofet, doubting whether fhe could 
. Hate courage enough to endure my deformity. | 
„„ ddd of ' her thoughts by her poſture. She held 
* ..,** the door of her cloſet half open, and only thrufling 
ont her head with an air of curiefity and fear, 
| the ſeemed to be puzzled at the firſt glance, whether 
ſhe ſhould refolve to return into the room, or | hide 
herfelf altogether. The moment ſhe looked at me, 
I could fee her eyes, which ſhe opened with a new 
effort. In fine, having eonſidered me a moment, ſhe 
found me without doubt leſs frightful than ridiculous ; 
for breaking out inte laughter without reſpect or 
caution, ſhe ran forward to meet me with the moſt 
extravagant tokens of admiration, and fer a quarter 
of an hour did not ceafe clapping her hands, and 

aſking thoſe who were about her, if ever they ſaw a 
fight ſo fantaſtical. i hn; 

I I cannot at all difown but 2 might make 
fuch an ĩmpreſſion upon a ſprightſy and polite wo- 
man at her firſt ſeeing me. This was the thought 

T had myſelf of it. Thus, Tar from being diſcon- 


certed at the reception ſhe gave me, I only ſmiled 
To $9 | at 
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at this exceſs of pleaſantry; and praying Madame 


De S——— to pive me a moment's converſation, 
I made a fign with my hand to her ſervants, that I 
defired to be alone with her. My courage turned 
the ſcene to my advantage, Tt was not the impreſ- 
fon before her that induced Madame De S——— 

to receive me with fo little reſpe&t to my character. 
The plan of it had been formed between her and 
my Lady ; thongh they had not forefeen the oppor- 
tunity they would have to execute it. My letter” 
had almoſt equally offended them. They had judged - 
by agreement, that not being able to anſwer me 
with good manners, without betraying their reſent - 
ment, nor in a harſh and angry ſtile, without taking 
from me perhaps the courage of ſeeing them again, 
they reſolved to diſpenſe with . abſolutely 
from making me any anſwer, with the hopes that 
I ſhould myſelf come to demand one; and the order 
of refuſing me entrance into my Lady's houſe had 
been ſuperfeded at the gate. Among many projects 
of revenge, they refolved upon that of turning me 


| into ridicule by an extravagant raillery on my f- 


gure. Madame De 8 had paſſed three days 
at her friends houſe in expectation of me, and being 
prepared for the outrage intended me, the unexpec- 
ted viſit I paid at her houſe raiſed in her à de- 
fire of acting one part of the comedy ſhe had ftu- 
died, | | | 
In the mean-time, when I had invited her with a 
grave and. preſſing voice to be ſeated, in order to hear 
me, I ſaw her countenance change, and obſerved em- 
barraſſment enough in her eyes, to flatter myſelf that 
1 ſhould ſoon gain ſome aſcendant over her. A wo- 
man without wit would have appeared to me more 
difficult to reclaim, becauſe I ſhould have deſpaired 
to make her ſenſible of the force of my reaſons. - But 
the Count having prepoſſeſſed me with the character 
of Madame De S—— --, 1 did not doubt but in 
Ipight of the irregularity of her manners I might en» 
gage her in a fold converſation, from whence T 
| C5 huoped 
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hoped to draw as much advantage for herſelf as for 


my ſiſter- in- lw. In one word, I had propoſed to 
employ all, my talents and zeal to make her. aſhamed 
of the diſorder of her conduct; and not being diſ- 
couraged at the reception ſhe * ay me, I —— even 
more to bring her to a ſubmiſſion, when I ſaw I had 
ſo eaſily prevailed in gaining from her ſome reſpect. 
This hope was natural euough from the conſide- 
ration only of the common rules by which the heart 
and mind are conducted; but I was quite out in my 
judgment to ſuppoſe, that a coquette, long exerciſed 
in the art of maſking her notions and opinions by 


| Perpetual impoſtures, could have honeſty . enough to 


ſubmit to truth, even at the time ſhe ſhould gain 
light and underſtanding ſufficient to ſee and be 
ſenſible of it. 7; Way 0a S—-—— liſtened to me. 
Perhaps ſhe was at firſt hurried away by the air of 
authority that I affected to maintain, and I thought 
I obſerved this for ſome moments during the con- 
tinuation of her embarraſſment, from. which ſhe had 


not yet had time to recover. But ſoon recovering 


her aſſurance, ſhe had at the ſame time reſumed an 
air of Jicentiouſneſs and gaiety familiar to her. I 
took notice of this change. My diſcourſe heatin 
her already, I ſhould have expected from it an ele 
quite contrary. Nevertheleſs, I purſued the motions 
of my zeal, and in all the complaints I made of my 
fiſter-in-law, I not only without ſcruple named the 
cauſe that alarmed me for her conduct, but takin 
occaſion from my reproaches to add to them what 
thought moſt powerful in the principles of religion 
and morality, I flattered my ſelf after a long harangue, 
which ſhe liſtened to with the ſame affectation of ſweet- 
neſs and complaiſance, that ſhe had at leaſt taken 
ſome relifh for hearing me, and I had the credulity to 
interpret it as the firſt mark of ſucceſs I had to deſire. 
She appeared indeed glad to hear me, and perhaps 
had found juſtice and method enough in my exprel- 


fins to form to herſelf an der le appearance of 
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ſelf. But the approbation ſhe ſeemed to give to my 
diſcourſe proceeded from a ſource quite foreign to my 
notions. I ſhould have had a difficulty to be per- 
ſuaded to this, if the experience I had of it had not 
been a proof that admitted of no reply. In hear- 
ing me, Madame De 8 — had thought me very 
comical to undertake her converſion, and ſtruck with 
this notion, had lent her attention to my reaſons 
and proofs, much leſs than to a very whimſical project 
that came into her mind. 'The accounts ſhe received 
from my ſiſter-in-law, and even the. ardour of my 
zeal, of which ſhe had received a convincing teſti- 
mony, making her eaſily judge, that the love of ho- 
nour and religion was my -predominant paſſion, ſhe 
thought herſelf capable of aſſuming ſome empire over 


me by theſe two foibles; and; puſhing her views 


much further, ſhe imagined, that with a man of my 
figure nothing could be more glorious for her, nor 
help better to confirm the opinion ſhe had of lier own 
artifices, than to employ the notion ſhe had taken of 


my character by inſpiring me with ſentiments of love 


for her. This thought had ſo much force over her 
mind in its birth, that immediately referring to it all 
her pains, ſhe had power enough over herſelf not on- 
ly to hear me with the appearance of a paſſionate ſa- 
tisfaction, but in the end to give her approbation to 
every. part of my diſcourſe. The ſnare was not at 
all palpable or groſs : Her. firſt expreſſions were as 
moderate, as her Tooks and the tone of her voice ap- 
peared to be {tripped of all artifice. For ſome mo- 
ments.ſhe fixed her eyes on me, as if, in the novelt 


of the impulſes which ſhe felt, ſhe had been ſearch- . 


ing into the cauſe of an impreſſion that had filled her 
with amazement. In fine, appearing to ſurrender 
herſelf to the power of thoſe truths ſhe had juſt 
heard, ſhe ſtooped her head towards me: My dear, 
ſaid ſhe, with an affectionate tone, as it is impoſſible 
for truth to employ expreſſions more powerful to 
make itſelf heard, I confeſs alſo that it never be- 


fore made ſo great an impreſſion on me. Oh! 
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that this were the moment, that heaven had marked 
out for my converſion, added -fhe, appearing to ad- 
mire what paſſed in her heart ! You will have at 
leaſt the glory of having 3 ſtaggered me, and 
begin by promifing you, that I will give a faithful 
-account of this converſation to my Lady. She thought 
* alſo of improving the opportunity of fecing me again 
by my approbation ; and I avow, that in the joy I 
felt of finding her enter ſo freely into my views, I 
had not the leaſt diffidence in her ſincerity. 
Nevertheleſs, felying little on the work I had be- 
gin, if I did not draw an abſolute promife from her 
to be conducted by my advice, I furniſhed her a- 
ainſt myſelf with arms which were yet more infalli- 
dle, by propofing to her two things, which ſhe de- 
fired as ardently as I ; the one was, to receive my 
viſits, in order to enfure the fruit that I aſcribed to 
my firſt exhortations; and the other, to diſpoſe my 
Lady to afford me an opportunity of converſation, 
from whence I had already hoped to obtain the fame 
advantages over her, and to make her return as eaſily 
within the bounds from whence ſhe had wandered, 
Madame De S———, though ſure enough of making 
her conſent to every thing ſhe ſhould N yet 
laid a ſtreſs on the efforts, ſhe pretended ſhe ſhould 
have occaſion to ufe, to yp her to receive me at 
her houſe ; and the reaſon ſhe gave me for this re- 
pugnance being only the reſentment ſhe ſuppoſed ſhe 
had againſt my Fail) , ſhe compleated my perſuaſion, 
that the had towards it as much honour in her ſen- 
timents, as I found probability in her diſcourſe. 
The ſame day I cominunicated to the Count the 
hopes I had taken up upon ſuch flight grounds. 
They appeared ſuſpicious to him, and friendſhip not 
ſuffering him to diſguiſe from me his jealouſies, he 
' Inſpired me with a diffidence that I yet had the fool- 
iſhneſs to upbraid myſelf with. The ground of it 
| nevertheleſs remained in me, notwithſtanding the ef- 
forts with which · I thought myſelf obliged to oppoſe 
it ; and charity, that made me fear to — a raſh judg - 
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ment, net being able to efface the traces of it, which 
continued at leaſt in my memory, this aid, that Pro- 


vidence had laid up in ſtore for me, ferved to ſave 


me harmleſs from the moſt dreadful fnate to which 
the bras of nature had ever yet-expoſed my virtue. 
I ſhould have drawn a veil over this profane ſcene, 
if there had not been a neceffary connection between 
it and the hiſtory of my brothers; and further, if I 
did not flatter myſelf that the reflections it raiſed 
would be of ſome utility to my readers. 

The day following I received a meffage from 
Madame de S-—-—, that my Lady would receive my 
viſit at her requeſt ; and the hour being appointed 
for that afternoon, I did not fail to follow the in- 
ſtructions given me in her letter. I found her at 
my fiſter-in-law's. They had two gentlemen with 
them, one of whom I knew to be him I had feen 


there the firſt time. Although they were both 


drefled out with great neatneſs, and that rheir ap- 
pearance diſcoreted ſome wir of diſtinction, they 
affected nevertheleſs to behave to me with ſuch ſub» 


| miſſion and reſpect, that I could not Jong believe 


them to be of a rank equal to my own. y Lady 
alſo ſoon put an end to my doubts, by declaring that 
one of them was her maſter of mufick, and the other 
her maſter of languages, from whom ſhe was learn- 
ing Engliſh : and acting over with the fame air the 
part ſhe had without doubt ftudied with Madame 
de S——, I think, Monſieur, faid ſhe, to make you 
eaſy all at once. I have been informed by Madame, 
that ſome reproaches you have made me in a letter 
were not at all a banter, and that very black ſuſpi- 
cions of my conduct have taken hold of your mind. 
| would fain eaſe you of them, by informing you that 
it is a deſire of acquiring new knowledge, or perfect 


ing myſelf in what I had, that made me chooſe to quit 


he country; and I thought that the abſence of my 
buſband could not be better employed. In regard to 


four religious maxims, of which Madame de S—— 


lath given me ſuch a faithful account, I do not ima- 
pine, that, at my age, you will think to make me on 
Fo Ds ow 
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low them in all their rigour; and if Madame, added 
ſhe, is ſo moved at them as to put them in practice, 
and be already determined to put herſelf under your 
direction, I ſhall entreat both one and the other of 
you not to diſturb my mind with ideas of perfection, 
which at preſent ſurpaſs my ſtrength. 

This diſcourſe, pronounced with the moſt eaſy air, 
had all the effect that was expected from it. I found 
in it as much, innocence in the conduct of my ſiſter- 
in-law, as ſincerity. in the converſion of Madame 
de $S—-—, I made them both apologies for having 
given too much credit to the impulſes of an indiſereet 
zeal ; and even fearing to explain myſelf too openly 
before the maſter of languages and the mufician, 1 
contented myſelf with offers of ſervice and friend- 
ſhip, which were accepted without affectation. 1 
would very willingly forget, ſaid my ſiſter - in- law, the 
juſt complaints, which cannot paſs ſo ſoon out of my 
memory. You ſhall be free to come here as often 
as you ſhall find any ſatisfaction in it; and if your 
zeal, or the new-born piety of Madame de S—-—, 


do not confine themſelves to exhortations which vou 


are engaged to make her at her houſe, you may 
continue them here, when ſhe happens to be here with 
you. But never expect, added ſhe, that 1 will be a 
witneſs of thoſe myſterious obſcurities, that will make 
my mind gloomy, and chill my blood. | 
The liberty they both wiſhed: for the ſucceſs of 
their private views could not be better eftabliſhed, No- 
thing. preſented itſelf to my mind that could awaken 
the diffidence with which the Count had inſpired me. 
Thus, during the time that my ſiſter- in- law hugged 
herſelf for having diſpoſed me to ſerve as a cloak be- 
fore the eyes of the publick, and, even before thoſe 
of her huſband, 1 looked on this liberty ſhe had 
nted me (to be with her at all hours of the day) on 
my fide as an advantage for her, and for the honour 
of our family; and I did not doubt but it woes 
ſufficient to filence all ſorts of ſuſpicions. The Count 
ſurrendered himſelf to this way of reaſoning: . Tie 
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opinion he always had of Madame de 8 had 
made him wiſh, that this commerce might be abſo- 
lutely broken off; but I talked to him with ſo much 
force of a converſion, whereof I congratulated myſelf 
for being the miniſter, that, yielding at length to my 
hopes, he agreed, that a woman of that merit might 
become as dear to people of honour, when ſhe ſhould 
change her principles and manners, as ſhe would ap- 
pear odious and contemptible in their eyes with the 
conduct ſhe had hitherto obſerved. | 

I ſhould enter badly into the circumſtances of this 
unlucky adventure, if I ſhould too far put off to give 
ſome eclairciſſements neceſſary in this place for- the 
underſtanding it. Madame de. S———, who. had 
a little houſe in the Counts neighbourhood, havin 


been not at all diſcouraged at the efforts ſhe had in 


vain made to inſinuate herſelf into his eſteem, had 
hopes of ſucceeding better with Patrick, when he was 


retired there with his ſpouſe. It had been no difficult 


matter for her to ſtrike up an acquaintance with a man, 
who ſought to amuſe himſelf in his ſolitude; but his 
departure for Spain interrupted her projects, and 
making her put off her hopes to another ſeaſon, ſhe 
had fancied, that for her principal end, which was to 
repair the diſorder of her fortune, by ſharing a little 
in that of another, ſhe had not leſs advantages for 
chat end to promiſe herſelf from his abſence. A 
young and amiable woman, ſuch. as his ſpouſe was, 
appeared to her an eaſy. conqueſt, and the rather 
when a few days of familiarity and acquaintance had 
given her the opportunity of unravelling the bottom 
of a character, which ſhe had not the art to diſguiſe. 
She thought herſelf ſure of ſucceſs, as ſoon as ſhe 
had diſcovered in her a briſk reliſh for pleaſure. All 
her diſcourſes related only to that end; ſhe often had 
ſtirred up in the heart of my Lady a paſſian to ſhare 
in ſome part of the diverſions of Paris, ſo much the 
more ardent, as, in the abſence of her huſband; ſhe 
could find nothing in the IS to. ſerve as a remes: 
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Nevertheleſs, ſhe propoſed at firſt only to paſs a few 
days in town; and Madame de S-— ——, who had 
formed much more extenſive ſchemes, was well upon 
her guard to combat this reſolution. Not having 

— the houſe ſhe lived in after ſhe had left 
her own for making the journey to Germany, ſhe took 
furniſhed lodgings, which agreed very well with her 
intentions of continuing in town but a ſhort time; 
but the forecaſt of her companion had fo well pro- 
vided for every thing to encourage her ſtay, that two 
days after her arrival ſhe Bund, in the neighbour- 
hood a houſe to be let ready furniſhed, and the rent 
appeared ſo moderate to my Lady, that, added to the 
advantage of being abfolutely at liberty within her- 
ſelf, it determined her to accommodate herſelf with it 
for ſome months. The truth was, this houſe and 
furniture were prepared by the artifices of Madame 
de $———, But this was not the moſt impoiſoned 
part of her ſervices. She had thought, that to ſecure 
a long time her prey, and to engage her in that fort 
ef. diſorder, from which a woman ſcarce ever re- 
covers, ſomething was wanting more lively and poig- 
.- nant, than balls, ſhews, and all the common diver- 
fions of the town. It was neceſſary ſhe ſhould have 
love. She had, by long experience, known all the 
irregularities of that fatal paſſion ; and without the 
aſſiſtances of her reaſon, ſhe had no need of any other 
leſſons than her own example. It was upon her own 
lovers ſhe had caſt her eyes to try this enterprize. 
With the knowledge ſhe had of mankind, her paſſion 
always predominant for the fame pleaſures that had 
began her ruin, ſhe could not fail having under her 
banners a well choſen militia. She detached then two 
of them, in whom ſhe found by experience (added 
to all the qualities that could pleafe the ſex) all 
the wit and addreſs that could conduct her to her 
views. She aſſociated them in this enterprize by 
the common hopes, and finding lueky opportunities 

to introduce them ſucceſſively to my fifter-in-law, ſhe 
did not in the leaſt doubt, but if one them did 


not 
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got carry away her heart, ſhe ſhould not eſcape the 
other. 

It was true my Lady Joved Patrick tenderly. A 
paſſion of ſo long continuance, and ſtrengthened by 
fo many adventures and obſtacles, muſt in a manner 
have penetrated into the bottom. of her heart. But 
ſhe was ſuch a woman as the Count had obſerved, 
too much given to ſenſuality and pleaſures. The ve- 
ry power of her ſenſations was a perpetual dang 
to which her virtue was expoſed, from the neceſſity 
it laid her under of employing them; and over a 
heart of this frame the preſent object has always 
thoſe powers and advantages, againſt which it is very 
difficult to make a defence. The firſt of theſe lo- 
vers, that Madame de ¶ — raifed up for her, ſeem · 
ed to be led only by the power of love. A pretended 
ehance brought him to a party at @ ball, where 
my fiſt er- in- . ' was flattered by receiving thoſe 
praifes that/her beauty deſerved. She ſaw him come 
m at a time when perhaps her ſelf-love was beſt ſas 
tisfied, adorned with every thing that could ſet off 


| his perſon, and without doubt, if fhe wiſhed to ſee 


him among the number of her admirers, he affected 
fo well his furpriſe and admiration at the firſt looks 
he caſt on her, that ſhe thought him more agreeable 
than any body elſe, from the tribute he paid to her 
eharms. The union of eſteem was formed at that 
inſtant. She: became much more free, as ſoon as ſhe 


miderſtood that he was one of the beft friends of | 


Madame de $————, and the day following te ob- 
tained leave of paying regular wvits to my Lady. 


I ſay nothing but what the told mie herſelf; in too. 


lively cireumſtances ever to flip out of my memory. 
It was, nevertheleſs, not all at once that ſhe fuffered 
him to aſſume an empire over her heart; and the 
ſubtibe Madame de 8$—=—-—, who was fuck an un- 
derſtanding judge of the power and progreſs of love, 


1 98 ſo much for ſome days of the 'firccols 
of this fixft attack, that ſhe made haſte to form a ſe- 


cond,” She had taken care te make choice of two 
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men of different miens and conſtitutions, to give, un- 
der one or the other form, a ſure aim to the ſhafts of 
love. . The one was fair, the other brown. Strength 
and vivacity appeared to be the character of the one, 
and all the delicacies and graces ſeemed to fall to 
the lot of the other. It was nevertheleſs with ex- 
traordinary preparations that the ſecond was brought 
upon the ſtage. The marvellous ſtrikes apparently 
on the imaginations of women. A duel was coun- 
terfeited near my Lady's door, at the moment ſhe had 
withdrawn at night. Madame de 8 knew 
the wounded combatant, who lay ſtretched at length 
two paces from the door, and who had taken care 
to make a ſlight ſcratch on himſelf, after having 
blooded on purpoſe his ſhirt and cloaths. They ſeem- 
ed to be in doubt whether he were not actually dead. 
Generoſity and compaſſion did not ſuffer her to re- 
fuſe a ſanctuary to a man of quality, who ran an 
equal hazard for his life either from the law or 
his wound. He was taken into the houſe of my 
ſiſter· in- law. The ſtory of his quarrel ſoon became 
the moſt moving part of his adventure. His cha- 
racter was tenderneſs and {ſweetneſs itſelf. He had 
drawn this mis fortune on him by having too eagerly 
eſpouſed the intereſt of an unfortunate woman. He 
had to do with the moſt hot · brained br᷑ute, and moſt 
formidable ſwordſman of all Paris. In fine, the ſur- 
geon, who had been gained over, not thinking he 
could be removed without imminent danger, my Lady 
was obliged, by her natural goodneſs, to' give him an 
apartment in her houſe, and in the condition he was 
in, Madame de S——— bad given her opinion, that 
this-favour might be granted without ſcandal. -. 

Such were the enemies ſhe let looſe againſt the 
yirtue of my ſiſter-in-law. The names they had aſ- 
famed; of maſters of languages and muſick, impoſed 
in reality on my credulity, and the ſubmiſſive beha- 
- viour they always ſhewed me, confirmed me à Jong 
time .in that error. Nevertheleſs, I could. nat but 
he much ſurpriſed, from the firſt moment, * 
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p 
them uſe an extraordinary familiarity -with the two 
ladies; and if I from thence ſuſpected nothing that 


was capable of alarming me, I did not leſs condemn 


it as one of thoſe exceſſes of prepoſſeſſion and. tafte 
for talents, which ſometimes allow too great a conſi- 
deration and favour for the poſſeſſors of them. 

I was always ignorant what progreſs they had 
made in the heart of my Lady, and the. very 


concluſion of this ſorrowful adventure did not 


inſpire me with curioſity enough of ſeeking after 


further lights into it. But I remarked, that they 
always regulated her buſineſs; and, under pretence 
of muſic meetings, and other aſſemblies, which, 
as they ſaid, had ſome relation to their ſtudies, 


they manifeſtly engaged her in all the parties of 


pleaſure ſuitable to their views or particular 
taſtes. Even the very dexterous colours that Ma- 
dame De S——— gave to ſuch continual. diſorders, 
took away all ſuſpicions that. might have raiſed in 
me a defire to watch them; and being gained over, 
(for I owe this confeſſion to truth) by the hopes of 
her converſion, with which ſhe wonderfully fortified 
me, I ſometimes reproached myſelf for having had 
ſuch a bad opinion of her conduct, taken up from 
ſtories and teſtimonies, that I could not accuſe of 
any thing but raſhneſs. To make me open my eyes, 


I ſtood in need of an adventure as dreadful as what L 


have to relate. 


I was often at the-houſe of Madame 88 


or at that of my ſiſter · in π; and the more effec- 


tually to baniſh all miſtruſts, they agreed. to give me 


notice of the times they could receive me with frees 


dom. Thus, under the pretext of providing for the 


quiet and calmneſs neceſſary for ſuch ſerious con- 


verſations as ours ought to be, they: found means 
of getting me out of the way at all times wherein 
my preſence might be troubleſome; yet nevertheleſs 


they every day gave me notice ſo unaffectedly of 


the hour they expected to ſee me the day follow- 
ing, and they appeared ſo ſatisſied with my viſits, 


that 
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that it never once came into my mind, that this exact 
order of them might be a concerted game, I paſſed 
whole hours wich Madame De S—— ; and if 
my: zeal made me think them ſhort, the deſire ſhe 


had of bringing her adventure to a happy conclu- 


ſion, or perhaps the ſatisfaQtion that fed her vanity, 
by reafomng with me upon the moſt important points 


of religion. and morality, and receiving the praiſes 


that I often could not. refuſe to her wit, hindered 
her from thinking them tedious. It was eafy for me 


to obſerve in her behaviour, and even in her looks, 


an air of complaifance and affe&tion, that I found 
ſometimes carried. too far: but, in a woman who had 


. been given up all her life to the vain amuſements of 


the world, I looked on it as the remains of her ancient 
caſtoms. If I was deceived ſo dangeroufly by her 
exterior appearance, which, on the contrary, was not 


made up o ſo much affectation as to endeavour to 


gain any empire over my ſenſes, yet. ſhe felt into a 


much more ridiculous error in relation ta my beha- 
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_ of thinking, > 
ble of it? in fo much, that, having begun on both 


wour, in which ſhe could not have diſcovered any 
mag but an ardour for the intereſt of her. ſoul. 
| converſation 
made fparkle in my eyes, and a Chriſtian love and 
be c, from whence poſſibly fome expreſſions 
lefs cireumipe& than my thoughts might have e- 
ſcaped, appeared: to her as fo many marks of the pro- 
els ſhe made in my heart. She did not in the 
fx doubr but 1 had penetrated the deſign. ſhe had 
to pleaſe me, and that topping at that point which 
was molt flattering in it for me, according to this way 
that IL had the bn be fen- 


fides to take our mutual mations from the mean- 


ning ſuitable to our deſires, we ſhould foon come te 


the point of! thinking ourſelves equally fure of 
victory. - Perhaps Madame De 8. — did not 


_ a fiſt propoſe} to puſh her enterpriſe fo far. Her 
notions were d, without doubt, by degrees ; 
aul in the mind of an artfyl coquette, the „ 
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of amuſing herſelf with ſo ridiculous an adventure, 
was a motive capable of making her forget all de- 
cency and decorum. However that be, having one 
day tendered me her hand, upon which I impru- 
dently let fall my head, without any intention of 
touching it with my lips, but, on the contrary, to diſ- 
penſe with myſelf from receiving it in mine, ſhe 
took this over-haſty bowing of my head for the mo» 
tions of a heart that trembled to explain itſelf more 
openly and apparently, and, with a defign of letting 
me know ſhe underſtood me, the ivetched her hand 
forward to my face, and laying her fingers to my 
mouth, preſſed them againſt my :lips for a mo- 
ment. If this familiarity gave me ſome ſurpriſe, I 
nevertheleſs conſidered it as a light tranſport, which 
proceeded from the ſatisfaction of a heart, wherein 
a reliſh for virtue was beginning to ariſe from the 
influence of my advice. Phis reflection, which was 
not mixed with any doubt, was confirmed immediate» 
ly by a propoſal that Madame De $S—— made with 
ſome air of embarraſſment. As I had preſſed her of- 
ten to a review of all the irregularities of her 
life, and that ſhe had always made ſome pretence 
for retarding that mortifying action, the meanin 
of her diſcourſe did not appear to me at all ambi- 

ous. Come to me, ſaid ſhe, ſinking her voice, at 
ten o'clock this night, I will open to you my 
heart; and you ſhall not have the leaſt reaſon to 
complain of my ſincerity. I immediately was con- 
vinced, that ſhe at length had vanquiſhed all the dif- 
ficulties ſhe had to combat, and, that if ſhe took the 
night-time to diſcharge her conſcience of the load 

her ſins, it was owing to. the remains of confuſion, 
of which e «hy piety had not yet the power 
to ſhake off the yoke. 

It would be drawing an ill . of her charac- 
ter, to imagine that her diſpoſition was that of love, 
and her deen that of leading me from weakneſs to 
weakneſs, to the point of inſpiring me with inclina- 
tions, from whence ſhe expected to gather the 1 

| | 8 
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In flattering herſelf with having ſoftened my heart, 
fhe propoſed no other pleaſure from it than to tri- 
umph'over the chaſtity of a mortified and auſtere 
man, who had himſelf attempted to triumph over 
her. She would humble him, who thought: himſelf 
capable of inſtructing her, and who, after having en- 
deavoured to frighten her by his menaces, had hopes 
of gaining the power of moving and convincing her 


by his reaſons. In fancying ſhe had ſeduced my 
mind and heart, ſhe did not in the leaſt think of 


taking any advantage of her victory; but a cruel 


malignity had put it into her mind, to make my 


weakneſs ſerve to divert as well as to revenge her, 


She had communicated this ſcheme to my fiſter-in- 
law; and the empire ſhe already had over her, made 
her eaſily ſucceed in aſſuring herſelf of her conſent, 
and even aſſiſtance. They had agreed, that as ſoon as 
my virtue ſhould have abandoned me, Madame De 
8 ſhould propoſe the aſſignation, which ſhe had 


already effectually appointed me at her houſe, and 
that, inſtead of coming to it herſelf, ſhe ſhould ſend 


in her place a woman extremely deformed, that 
care ſhould .be taken, (to deceive me more readily) 
that the place of rendezvous ſhould be dark; and 


when they ſhould think me given up to all. the 


licentiouſneſs of . my appetites, as they imagined, 
the two ladies ſhould appear with lights, and load 
me with juſtly merited reproaches. It 'was con- 
ceived, that this ſcene would afford ſome pleaſure to 
the ladies, without obliging them to- a conduct, 
from whence I had been deſirous of Iaying down 
leſſons of prudence ; and following this plan, I ſhould 
even have. thanks to give them for keeping mea- 
ſures with me, in order to ſave at leaſt my reputa- 
tion. In the mean-time, Madame De S—— no ſoon- 
er thought herſelf ſure of my defeat, than ſhe chInged 
her thoughts; and nothing was more worthy of 
the corruption of her heart, than the new project 


he formed. She reſolved, without diſcovering her- 


ſelf to my ' ſiſter-in-law, to puſh the adventure her- 
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ſelf to a concluſion, as much to make a trial of m 
conduct in an experiment, wherein ſhe had reaſon to 
think me a great novice, as to enjoy her triumph in 
greater per ection; and, in the end, to make the ad- 
vantages ſhe ſhould acquire over me ſerviceable to her 
other views. * 33 +244 A 
The integrity of my heart having then baniſhed 
all ſhadow of ſuſpicion, I did not fail to attend 
punctually at the aſſignation. All my zeal in a 
manner reviving at the approach of the hour, I pre- 
pared for the miniſtry, which I thought myſelf ready 
to exerciſe, by redoubling my prayers. . I appeared 
at Madame De 8 's door, and found there a 
woman who ſeemed to expect me, and who intro- 
duced me, with many circumſpeCtions, up a pair of 
privy ftairs that led to her apartment. She recom- 
mended nothing to me but filence ; and J was not a 
little ſurpriſed, that a ceremony, not uſual in ſuch a 
houſe, was accompanied with ſome air of myſtery. 
The door of the apartment being open, I was 
defired to walk into the cloſet with the ſame cau- 
tions. At length I perceived Madame De S———, 
who was ſgated in a negligent poſture, but adorned 
and ſet off with all the care, and leſs decency, than 
[ ought to have expected. The only thought this 
affectation raiſed in me, was a reflection upon the a- 
ſcendant of vanity, that does not abandon a woman, 
even in the molt holy exerciſes of religion. In fine, 
the door of the cloſet being ſhut on me by the cham- 


ber- maid who introduced me, I was all alone with 


Madame De S—— —. 


rejected an impulſe of my mind, that inclined. 
ne to reproach her for the ornaments of her dreſs ; 


and, thinking ſome indulgence due to thoſe remains 


pf weakneſs, I approached her, and deſired to know, 

{ the diſpoſitions of her heart correſponded with 

toſe ſhe had taken up for employing the ſolitude and 

anquillity we now enjoyed. _ This diſcourſe was 

xerhaps equivocal, although the circumſtances had 

aſpired . me naturally with it. It might without 
| 2 doubt 
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doubt have been taken in a ſenſe directly contrary to 
my thoughts, ſince helping to confirm Madame De 


S— — in hers, it gave room for ſome moments to 


the moſt extravagant converſation. Her anſwer was 
ſuch, as ane may imagine it to be, from the prepol- 
ſeſſion ſhe was in. She talked to me of the diſpoſi- 
tions of her heart, as of a love the moſt lively and 
impatient. What had it not coſt her to delay the hap- 
py moment we were arrived at? and if my ardour 
was equal to hers, what couſd be wanting to the per- 
fection of her happineſs ? Upon diſcovering herſelf 
with ſo much warmth, ſhe took me by the hand, and 

reſſing me to fit down near her, ſhe poſſibly would 
5. opened my eyes all at once by the vivacity of 
her action, if in the ts ſhe was in, that 1 
burned for her with an ardent paſſion, ſhe had not 
deſired to have an ble ſight in the unravelling 
of my own projects. Thus with the appearance of 
moderating herſelf all at once, ſhe complained an] y of 
not ſeeing my eagerneſs correſpond better to hers ; 
ſhe even drew back her hand, with -which ſhe had yet 
held mine, and looking on me with a tender air on 
the elbow-chair whereon I ſat, ſhe immediately aſk- 
ed me, for what reaſon, with the views that brought 
me there, I had come in a gown, which was ſo 
little ſuitable to ſuch ciroumſtances? I juſtified my 
garb from the reaſons of decency, that even obliged 
me to wear it on this occaſion, if 1 had not been 
- accuſtomed to do it at all times. Our diſcourſe 
upon this matter became a ſeries of obſcurities, into 
which I could not fancy ſhe ſaw more clearly than 1 
did. However, ſhe had this advant 
perſuadin herſelf, that ſhe comprehended fomething 
in my re that thinking me withheld by a re- 
mainder of modeſty and fear, ſhe could underſtand 
the moſt obſcure of my expreſſions as a veil, in which 
1. up my true ſentiments; in lieu of which, 


ſpeedily diſburdening her memory of u load of faulu, 
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De chat I was ſtopped by ſome diffieulties of which I did 


not underſtand one word. 


oy I attributed her notions at firft to an impatience, 
12 and even a trouble, of which the ſoul is ſometimes 
ry capable in the firſt approaches of zeal ; but I began 
and to fear at laſt, that in an imagination overheated by 
an. the grand objects with which I thought it filled, there 
1.4 was ſome reſolution made that reaſon was little ſen- 


per- ible of. LE | 
During this time ſhe held the end of my girdle, 
which ſhe rolled about her fingers, ſometimes pre- 
tending only to amuſe herſelf with it, ſometimes 
ſqueezing it cloſe, and drawing to her, with looks 
in which her ardour ſeemed to redouble. Tired at 
length with an exceſs of reſervedneſs, of which ſhe 
nevertheleſs accuſed my baſhfulneſs, ſhe got up, ſay- 
ing, that theſe men were ſtrange creatures, to employ 
a]l their artifices to ſeduce the heart of a poor wo- 
man, and then to take advantage of their gravity and 
ſtrength of mind togabuſe their victory. This was 
a miſchievous irony, which the thought to uphold by 
a thouſand paſſionate careſſes, with which ſhe bore me 
down all at once. ik | | 
The firſt efforts I made to defend myſelf from her, 
being taken (it may be) for an effect of the ſame em- 
barraſſment to which ſhe had attributed my coldneſs, 
and the ſilence that my ſurpriſe hindered me from 
breaking, helping yet to maintain her in the ſame 
thoughts, ſhe did enough, in a few moments to have 
made, my reaſon rebel in her favour ; and this was 
without doubt a more powerful ſuccour, than that of 
my feeble virtue, which delivered me from ſuch a 
irightful peril. I ſummoned up all my ſtrength to 
tear, myſelf from her arms; and all out of breath as 
| was, recovering with difficulty the power of ſpcak- 
ing, I ſeated her in an elbow chair, where her own 
of confuſion detained ber as much perhaps as the words 
poke. Madam, ſaid I, with a diſturbed vaige, if 
it be a ſtraying of your mind, an illuſion of the che- 


y of your ſalvation, or any other forgetfulneſs '6f , 
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yourſelf; that in ſpite of your teeth tranſports yon 
from your firſt reſolutions into ſuch unworthy ex- 
ceſſes, recal your judgment, arm yourſelf with thoſe 
great principles which I have laboured to inftil into 
you, and be perſuaded, that the aſſiſtance of Heaven 
is always ſuperior to temptation. I perceive, added 
I,, the wrong I have done by ſwerving from the 
ordinary cuſtom to hear your confeſſion : I ought, 
much for myſelf as for you, to fear the danger of 
ſolitude. But if the corruption of our nature ſome. 
times makes our falls ſo ſudden, we can raiſe our- 
ſelves as ſpeedily by repentance ; and from one fingle 
motion of the heart often proceeds both fin and in- 
nocence. 
| "Ma I made her this diſcourſe, I had my hand lean- 
ing on her arm, from a remainder of miſtruſt that 
made me fear, leſt ſhe ſhould fall again into a new 
fit; and J obſerved even her eyes, from thence to 
diſcover, from what new ſpecies of tranſport I had 
to ſave myſelf harmleſs. 'I know not whether this 
Patience, with which I continued near her, gave her 
room to believe, that I might yet be vanquiſhed, or 
whether ſhe took (it may be) the ſoftneſs of my re- 
proaches only for the diſguiſe of an hypocrite, whe 
feared to diſcover” himſelf with too little caution; 
but taking advantage of the ſituation J was in to at- 
tack me with more ſucceſs, ſhe = greater ftrength 
than ever to the temptation, both by her careſſes 
and looks. Some tender and animated reproaches 


that ſhe added to them at intervals, her ſighs, that 


ſeemed to ariſe from the bottom of her heart, an ait 
of Janguor diffuſed over her countenance, and al 
her attitude; in fine, the whole equipage of ſoft 
neſs and-ſenſuality, which ſne ſeemed to reunite abou 
her, might perhaps hae made me ſenſible, that mat 
is always too weak when Re woluntarily expoſes him 


ſelf to danger; if the thought itſelf, which can 
A need for — from tlie expreſſions of the ſacred p 


ges, had not made me take a reſolution of retirin 
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en turning my back to hen, gave her to underſtand 
how remote ſhe. was from her triumph. However, 
there was leſs of anger and harſhneſs, than of com- 
paſſion in what I ſaid. I pity you, ſaid I, from what- 
ever ſource this exceſs ,of corruption comes; and if 
you are ignorant of the judgments of heaven, 4 muſt 
tell you, that they are terrible againſt a hardening of 
the heart, which proceeds even to a contempt of its 
warnings and graces. | 

I haſtened to get out of this infected place, thanking 
the Author of my ſtrength, which ſupported a faith» 
ful Chriſtian in the love of virtue; and being as lit- 
tle ſenſible of the ſhame of being deceived, as not 
fearing to give up to Hearen the judgment of my in- 
tentions, I prayed him, out of his infinite mercies, to 
place to my account the ardour and purity of my zeal. 


But having deplored the melancholy ſucceſs of ſo great 
hopes, I did not fail to let my reflections fall on my 


Lady, and 1 began again to ſee with another eye all 
thoſe things that my illuſion had as it were accu- 
ſtomed me to look upon without diffidence or a- 


larms. My firit ſuſpicions nevertheleſs did not at all 


turn upon her two lovers: On the contrary, I did not 


forbear to take them-for what I was told they were; 


and I was pleaſed in the midſt of my fears, to find 


yet the ſame likelihood in the reaſons that brought 


my ſiſter· in- law to Paris. Suppoſing, faid I, to hear- 
ten myſelf, that her intimacy with Madame de S—— 
may have a little diſordered her principles and con- 
duct, yet the evil is not ſo inveterate as to be afraid 


already of its progreſs. Her deſign in quitting the 4 
country was not at all a formed reſolution of giving“ SY 


herſelf up to diſorder. She had in it an intention, 
which ſhe is carrying into execution; and when her 
unworthy friend had raiſed in her a deſire of it, to 
take occaſion from thence to-engage her inſenſibly in 
the ſame corruption, even the — under which ſhe 


alſo 


* 
7 


4 * . . 7, * a 
q : 
Fs: 2M T 
— ; * « 
6 1 
=- 
, 1 


thought herſelf to employ this pretence, ſhews ſuffi- 

dently that ſhe: had need of time and labour to ſue- 
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alſo to hope ſomething from her motives of coming to 
town, which were not abſolutely without probabi- 
lity and force; but I ſhould have made one reflec- 
tion much more juſt, if I had thought, that vice is 
not ſo ſlow in its progreſs as virtue, and that the bias 
of nature, which ſo often is of itſelf ſufficient to hur- 
ry us along, will become a torrent by its rapidity, 
where it has received the unhappy inſtigation of 
counſel and example. | 
Self-love never had dominion enough over my mind 
to make me look on the confeſſion I had made the 
Count of the mortifying ſucceſs of my adventure, as 
a great facrifice., He always had his miſtruſt of 
it, which he in vain laboured to communicate to 
me. I confeſſed to him, that his eyes were more 
penetrating than mine, and that this adventure 
was a new leſſon to me, of which I humbly acknow- 
ledged the uſeſulneſs. My frankneſs proceeded even 
to diſcover to him the reaſons I had to diſpel my 
fears as to the conduct of my ſiſter-in-law, without 
which I fill confeſſed to him, that I ſhould have 
thought myſelf the moſt culpable and unhappy of all 
men, to have by my miſtake deferred thoſe remedies, 
which we might with eaſe have applied earlier to 
the diforders. He let nothing drop in his anſwer 
that could increaſe the grief I felt at finding myſelf 
deceived ; but recollecting one part of the advice 
he had given me, when I had declared my firſt fears, 
he added, that if decency had permitted him at that 
time to enter deeper into the conduct of that affair, 
he would have begun with every thing that would 
have forced my | 2k to break with Madzme de 
S——. Though, ſaid he, the union that attaches 
me to you be very ſtrict, yet it would not be proper 
for me to take up the voice of a reformer in your 
family, eſpecially in regard to a woman, who has 
entered into it, as I have done, only by alliance. 
But to whatever degree the evil be ſpread, you may 
be aſſured, added he, that if there remains any hope 
of reforming it, yet it is not to be done, but by re- 
4 5 8 moving 
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moving the productive cauſe thereof. He pauſed a 
moment, as if it were to give himſelf up to his own 
reflections. If I might explain myſelf with free- 
dom, ſaid he, you are not from henceforth a more 
proper perſon than J am to undertake the enterpriſe 


in which you appear to be employed: As to me, I 


muſt have a right to interfere, which I have not : 
As to you, ſince the ill ſucceſs of your unlucky ex- 
periment, as you muſt have loſt all hopes that ex- 
hortations of zeal, and maxims of religion, can be 
ſufficient to reclaim minds but little ſenſible of them; 
as to you, I ſay, you muit have an air of boldneſs 
and courage, which, in a man of your gown and 
character, cannot be ſuch as the occaſion calls for. 
Confider, added he, ſtill, that of the two means, 
which are only proper to heal the diforders of which 
you complain, there is not one of them can become 
you. In truth, the firſt can be proper for nobody, 
and I ſhould think it almoſt as dangerous as the evil 
we fain would cure; that is, to employ the authority 
of the court, or that of the law, to oblige my Lady 
to enter into a convent, until the return of her huſ- 


band: And this method cannot be undertaken with- | 


out making a great noiſe, which may cauſe us more- 
confuſion and grief, than we hope to avoid. But 
the ſecond way, and conſequently the only one that 
remains to be taken, -and which conſiſts not only in 
expoſtulating with my Lady boldly, but in ufing 
ſome vigorous means to baniſh all perſons from her 
houſe of either ſex, that may not be thought conve- 
nient to be ſuffered in it: This way requires a man of 


the ſword, who may join, to the right you have, ex- 


preſſions, and perhaps actions, that your/profeffion 
excludes you from. Thus, added the Count, as dong 
as we would avoid making a noiſe, in taking care gf 
and conducting our honour, I ſee nobody but myALord 
Tenermill who can be charged with an affair of ſuch 
a delicate nature with any hopes of ſucceſs. _ 

I found prudence and truth in this counſel ; but 
to what point did it reduce us? To remain in a. tate 
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of inaction till the return of Tenermill, of which the 
time-was very uncertain. It was even probable that 
Patrick would return before him ; and one of my 
views had always been to ſpare this dear brother the 
concern and vexation he would infallibly feel, to 
iind ſo great an alteration in the character and con- 
duct of his wife, I was not at all diſcouraged at 
the ohjection the Count made againſt himſelf, al- 
though it ſeemed to carry in it a formal refuſal of 
— in the intereſts of Patrick. I thought him 
more proper than he appeared to think himfelf for 
this enterpriſe. In agreeing with him, that it no 
longer required a man of my profeſſion 3 Think, ſaid 
I to him, that though you belong only by alliance 
to my family, you are nevertheleſs, in the abſence of 
'Tenermill, the neareſt perſon to it. You conſequent- 
ly ſucceed in all the rights of my brother, and, in 
the caſe we now are, his duties become yours. I 
added to this way of reafoning ſuch ſtrong and preſſ- 
ing inftances, that they determined him at length to 
acquieſce in them, | 
He demanded a delay of a few days to give him 
tire to obtain more knowledge in the habitual ac- 
-tions and conduct of my Lady. Without having ever 
known what ways he employed, he informed: me a 
few days after what I have related of the two lovers. 
Surpriſe and grief raiſed a cruel revolution in all my 
ſenſes. But this was not all he had to tell me. 
From whatever quarter he had got this information, 
he had learged, that my Lady had-already conſumed, 
in leſs than two months, all the ready money ſhe 
had, at the, departure of her huſband; and thoſe 
could not be ſmall; ſums, ſince, over and above her 
current yearly rents, we remembered that ſhe had 
"50,000 franks in her coffers,, when the affairs of 
the Count had made his friends believe that he ſtood 
in need of a pecuniary aſſiſtance to put an end to his 
law-ſuit. This waſte and conſumption not making 
her think of diminiſhing her expences, ſhe had al- 
ready been obliged to the common expedients, ſuck 
75: L. | as 
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as taking up money on high intereſt, and the pawn- 
ing of many valuable jewels. As ſhe had no paſ- 


fon for gaming, and that her table was not regular 
enough to throw her into ſo conſiderable expences, 
it ſeemed manifeſt to the Count, that all theſe ſums 
had been laviſhed away on love; that is to ſay, 
either on Madame De $———, who was a great 
woman at laying out for pleaſures, or on her fortunate 
gallants, whoſe aſſiduities and cares ſhe apparently 
paid for: And to give more credit to this odious 
imputation, the Count had been aſſured, that among 
a great number of lovers, who perpetually ſwelled 
my Lady's court, there were many who had the re- 
putation of being well with her, and who had from 
thence taken occaſion to appear with a more magni- 
ficent retinue. I took great care, ſaid the Count, 
perceiving the impreſſion this frightful relation had 
made on me, how I blindly believed the flander. 
It magnified every object, eſpecially when added to 
the vanity and indiſcretion familiar in the mouths of 
young people. But reuniting all my preſent 'infor- 
mations to my former conjectures, I had no room 
for doubts left me, but that there was a ftrange alte- 
ration made in the behaviour of my Lady, and that. 
this corruption gained ground daily. | 

It remained for him to inform me, in what man- 
ner he propoſed to break this matter to my Lady. 
J received, yeſterday, ſaid he, a letter from Patrick, 
who, ſuppoſing her yet at my caſtle, prayed me te 
be watchful over her health, and to-ſee her myſelf, 
notwithſtanding our domeftick coldneſs. He com- 
plained of not having often enough received letters 
from her. This forgetfulneſs would appear to him 
ſurpriſing, if he had the misfortune; gf 'know-. 
ing the cauſe of it. But this gives ſucha'natura 
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ed, added he, that having once conſented to do him 
the ſervice you deſire, I will leave nothing undoe 
about her, until Lacquit myſelf of my — He 
1 n confeſſed 
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diſorderly courſes. 
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confeſſed to me nevertheleſs, that with the view of 
inſpiring ſome terror into the guilty, he had alrea- 
dy given notice to Madame de S———, that ſhe 
was already threatened with fome diſgrace, which 
would be the effect of her intimacy with a lady, 
whom the world accuſed her of having hurried into 
| He told me, he did not at all 
doubt, but that this advice had immediately been 
communicated to my fiſter-in-law, and that finding 
herſelf perhaps already greatly alarmed, he ſhould 
from thence have the greater 'eaſe in ſtaggering her 
upon his firſt viſit. fle had even flattered himſelf, 
that if he ſhould have put her into this difpoſition, 
it would not be impoſſible for him, by magnifying a 
little the motives of terror, to engage her on t 
ſpot to quit Paris, and to wait the return of Patrick 
in the country. 

He choſe the day following for his viſit. Fatal 
day ! Aﬀter ſo many circumitances he had related to 
me, he did not tell me, that he had diſcovered the 
favourite lover of my ſiſter-in-law, and that he 
had already had a very warm expoſtulation with 


| Him. This was the firſt object he met in her apart- 


ment. Paſſion has no curb upon ſuch violent occaſi- 
ons. Seeing him come out alone from my Lady's clo- 
ſet, he ſtopped him boldly, and without uſing the 
leaſt caution in his expreſſions, he forbid him with 
the moſt violent menaces ever again to put his foot 
within a houſe he had diſhonoured. This miſerable 
wretch, who was little acquainted with the ſenti- 
ments of honour, pretended to go out without ma- 
King any anſwer. A ſcene ſo little foreſeen had 
heated the Count. He, went into the cloſet with the 
rethamder of the ſame warmth, and obſerving fewer 
meaſures than he had at firſt propoſed, he reproach- 
ed ter openly with a conduct, of which it did 


not apptar to him that the even feared the ſcandal. 
The name of her huſband, that of her brothers -in- 
law, all was employed to augment her fear and con- 
fuſion. In ſine, having laid before her eges pony 
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thing that he had judged moſt certain from the in- 
formations he had procured of the diforder of her 
manners, he declared, that, from the right he had 
over her in the abſence of Patrick and my Lord 
Tenermill, he gave her the choice of two things ; 
either to return immediately to his caftle, there to 
take up a reſolution of living a more regular life, 
fill the return of her huſband, or to retire into a con- 
vent, which he would leave her the liberty of chooſing. 

The evil he pretended to ture was great enough 


to require a remedy of ſuch violence; but the 


habit of the diſorder not _ yet ſtrong enough in 
my Lady to have hardened her front againſt ſuch 
ſevere reproaches, the firſt impreſſion ſhe felt was 
more piercing than perhaps the Count had reaſon to 
apprehend. Under ſo terrible an embarraſſment ſhe 
had neither the preſence nor inſtigations of Madame 
De. S——-- to ſupport her. The Count had not yet 
familiarity enough with her to inure himſelf to uſe 
a noble and lofty tone with her, which. he knew 
how to aſſume in his reprimands and menaces better 
than any perfon in the world. She thought ſhe ſaw 
all the evils together ready to tumble down upon her 
head; and whether ſhe was in reality as guilty as 
we fancied, or whether remorſe and fear had mage 
nified her faults in her own eyes, ſhe remained un- 
der a deep filence, that ſeemed to amount to a con- 
feſſion of every thing with which ſhe heard herſelf 
reproached. In the mean-time the Count preſſin 

her to come to Tome reſolution, ſhe opened her mout 

with an air of confuſion and fear, ] to entreat for 


time to recover herſelf, He was unwilling to puth - 


his rigour ſo far as to refuſe her ſo light a favour ;- 
but miſtruſting that ſhe had thoughts of conſulting 
Madame De S———, he declared to her, that 
ſhe muſt renounce all ſuch. hopes, and that, du- 
ring two hours he gave her to deliberate on 
thoſe two prapoſals, he would go to that lady, and 
would not conceal from her, that it was to her he 
aſcribed all thoſe diforders. If he added a few 
PE D 5 words, 
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words, it was only to lay before her the ſhame of mer 
giving herſelf up to, a woman ſo odiouſly infamous, Cou 
with the hopes of haſtening her repentance by in- no 1 
creaſing her confuſion. i | noti 
He went out indeed in order to go to Madame de he, \ 

8 ——, to whom he was willing to renew .openly grie 
the advice he had given her by better. Phe impa- caut. 
tience I had to know, with what air ſhe would re- to m 
ccive his viſit, had made me wait at ſome diſtance obſe: 
from my Lady's houſe, I got into his coach: he body 
embraced me, and at the ſame time congratulated me railec 
for his having found leſs reſiſtance than he had fore- heard 
ſeen, and for being near the point of executing his fcure 
commiſſion without violence and noiſe. Such agree- gave 
able news raiſed in me all the joy that I ought to oh 


feel from it. I approved the deſign that led him ta and h 
Madame de 8——78, and left him to wait for the IU writir 
ſucceſs of it with the ſame hopes. | and u 
It being agreed that we ſhould return to my La- enoug 
dy's together, and offer her in concert our ſervices iſ bad a 
and cares for either of the choices ſhe ſhould make, MW but th 
he took me up in the ſame place he had left me. I was IW tures, 
but little amazed at what he related to me of Madame I altonit 
de $S———, after the experience I had of her cha- whole 
rater. She received his menaces and reproaches was ag 
like a woman above ſuch little adventures, and even fion ar 
confeſſing with a malicious jeſt, that my Lady had IO unfold 
in a ſhort time made an extraordinary progreſs in ¶ obſery; 
allautry, ſhe excuſed herſelf from having Fad the her he 
eaſt ſhare in any thing that had the appearance of ¶ could 
diſorder or exceſs. FaQs of this nature being diffi- © vithou 
cult to be verified by proofs, the Count had been I anſwer: 
obliged to hold to his firſt declarations ; and the prin- I me; ar 
ei Ki advantage he thought he had drawn from this paſt, u 
viſit was, to prevent ſo dangerous a woman from in- laid to 
feRing the mind of my Lady by new advice. misfort! 
Not above an hour had paſſed during the interval I ont her 
of theſe two expeditions. We proceeded to the houſe I all our 
of my fiſter-in-law. The door of it was freely I ſeeing u 
thrown open to us, and we went up into her apart- Accord 
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ment, without finding any further obſtacles. The 
Count, finding the door of the cloſet ſhut, ſuffered 
no more than one Jacquey to go forward and give 
notice that we were there, We muſt conceal, ſaid 
he, with great prudence, as much as is poſſible of this 
grievous ſcene from the ſervants. This is a pre- 
caution, added he, that I ſhould have recommended 
to my Lady herſelf, and ſhall be vexed if ſhe has not 
obſerved it. We knocked ſoftly at the door. No 
body made haſte to open it. The Count having 
raiſed his voice to give notice who was there, we 
heard that of my ſiſter-in-law, who after ſome ob- 
{cure words, one part of which even eſcaped us, 
gave orders to her chamber-maid to let us in. 5 

She was alone with this woman fitting at a table, 
and holding a pen in her hand, with which ſhe was 
writing. With difficulty ſhe -got up to receive us, 
and we ſoon remarked, that ſhe had ſcarce ftrength 
enough for any further motion. Her countenance 
bad a paleneſs in it, that I could compare to nothing 
but that of death. The alteration in all her fea- 
tures, the diſorder of hex eyes, in fine, an air of 
aſtoniſhment and fright, that ſpread itſelf over her 
whole form, gave us ſenſibly to underſtand, that ſhe 
was agitated — ſomething more terrible than confu- 
lion and grief. The Count, to whom the office of 
unfolding our thoughts ſeemed to belong, began by 
obſerving ſome — of diſturbance we were in for 
her health, and aſked her chamber-maid how ſhe 
could ſuffer her miſtreſs to be in this condition, 
without propoſing to her to ſend for help. Alas ! 
anſwered this woman, ſhe would by no means ſuffer 
me; and ſhe has obliged me to ſtay here this hour 
paſt, whether I would or not. To what the Count 
laid to herſelf to draw from her a confeffion of her 
misfortune, ſhe anſwered nothing, but by ſtretching 
out her arm before her, with a ſign of averſion to 
all our cares, which ſeemed to make her fear the 
ſeeing us too near her. In fine, as it was of her own 
accord. ſhe had ordered the door to be opened 


» 
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to us, ſhe prayed us to hearken to what ſhe intend. 
ed to ſay to us, without any other precaution than 
by ordering her chamber-maid to go ont of the cloſet, 
and attend a little from the door. 5 
If you have brought Mr. Dean here, ſaid ſhe to the 
Count, caſting down her eyes, only to redouble my 
confuſion by his prefence, you loſe your labour; I 
am in a condition which muſt make me inſen— 
fible to thoſe little conſiderations 3 and my ſhame 
or your reproaches cannot be an evil very inſup- 
portable to me, with the certainty 1 have of ſeeing 
them very ſoon at an end. On the contrary, I re- 
joice in having you both witneſſes of my laſt 
thoughts. You will apprehend better from my 
mouth, than from the letter I was about writing to 
you, what paſſes this moment in my heart; aud if 
you condemn the ' exceſs or deſpair coming to hurry 
me away, you are at free liberty to make what uſe 
you pleaſe of my ſecret." . | 
As the aſtoniſhment the Count and I were in ob- 
liged us almoſt at every word to calt our eyes on 
each other, I know not, ſaid ſhe, what ſignify ſo 
many looks ; but if they proceed from the obſcuri- 
ty of what I ſay, which poſſibly may cauſe you 
ſome embarraſſment, I have occaſion but for one 
moment to clear them up, and I will then leave you 
to determine whether I merit your horror or com- 
paſſion. Ft is true, continued ſhe, that the attrac- 
tions of pleaſure, and the miſerable counſels of Ma- 
dame De S———, have made me ſwerve from my 
duty. Give, if you will, to my diſorders the name of 
infatuation or blindneſs, but do not be ſo unjuſt as to 
think, that the forgetfulneſs of myſelf, into which ! 
have fallen by degrees, has been ever voluntary: 
Circumſtances have every day contributed to this de- 
pravation, and I have been ſurpriſed myſelf to ſee 
myſelf in the. midſt of the abyſs, without having 
once opened my eyes to ſee the way that led me into 
it : How, for example, the' love and veneration 
with which I was filled for my huſband, * not 
; - : f better 
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better defended me againſt the ſirſt motions of a diſ- 
ſolute love; and if I was capable of any weakneſs, 
ought I to have been at the expence of a taſte ſo 
dear, which time and my own choice had ſo per- 
fetly confirmed? Without acknowledging myſelf fo 
criminal as you have ſuppoſed by your reproaches, 
[ confeſs, added fhe, that yoù have not been deceived 
in one part of the exceſs you have imputed to me. 
T owe this confeſſion to truth, in the dreadful mo- 
ment I am in; but it diſpenſes with me from givin 
you a detail, which, without doubt, would bring a 
torment to my hufband. 

We interrupted her, by ſhewing ſtrong proofs of 
our compaſſion, in order to baniſh that diffidenee ſhe 
ſeemed to remark of our diſcretion. If you had 


known us to have been men of honour, ſaid the 


Count, you would not be apprehenſive, that your 
huſband could ever hear from us what you yourſelf 
are going to make us forget by ſuch ſtrong marks of 
your repentance. - Ah! replied ſhe, interrupting us 
in her turn, you are ignorant of my ſituation, when 
you aſcribe any thing to my fear. I have nothing fur- 
ther to expect, when I have no longer any claim to 
life; and praying us to hear what ſhe would tell us 
in two words, ſhe informed us, that far from think- 
ing we had any knowledge of her intrigues, ſhe 
had been ſo terrified .at the” Count's reproaches, 
that her ſpirits, which had ſupported her during 
his diſcourfe, intirely failed her the moment he 
went out of the cloſet. Remaining ſome time in a 
ſwoon, the wretch, whom the f Now had forbid 
ever to appear again in the honſe, and who never- 
theleſs had only retired into a chamber hard by, 
returned into the clofet as ſoon as he had ſeen the 
perſon $9 out of it, the ſight of whom he durſt not 
bear. He did not in the leaf doubt, ſeeing my Lady in 
ſuch a deep ſwoon, but that ſome ſcene had paſſed 


between her and the Count, which was the conſe- - 
quence of that he had juſt before been expoſed to 


from him, and of which the effect would infallibly be 
big een dae e e ene 
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the loſs of thoſe reſources he had hitherto found 
in the credulity of my ſiſter-in-law. The fame 
fund of artifice and knavery, that had attached 
him to her, inſpired him with the deteſtable thought 
of taking advantage of her condition to rob her all 
at once of what ſhe had already much impaired by 
the help of Madame De S——, and which they had 
fully made ſure of carrying off by degrees. From a 
long familiarity he had known the caſket in which 
my Lady, together with her jewels, kept all the deeds 
and contracts that were the ſureties of her eſtate, 
He ſeized them, and as he got into the ſtreet, meet- 
ing nobody but the chamber-maid, who was acci- 
dentally going in to her miſtreſs, he pretended, ſmiling, 
that my ſiſter-in-law had given it him in charge to 
ſecure that precious burden, out of fear, leſt the 
Count de S———, who had ſame difference with her, 
might ſo far aſſume the aſcendant he deſired over her, 
even to the ſeizing. of her papers. 
The chamber-maid went in to my Lady, who had 
recovered. out of her ſwoon the inſtant. ſhe entered 
the cloſet, and perceiving in her only the remains 
of a paleneſs, which is the conſequence of ſuch ac- 
cidents, ſhe had ſo much the leſs miſtruſt of the cauſe, 
as her miſtreſs reſtrained herſelf enough from giving 
her any room of making a diſcovery of it. Never- 
theleſs, as ſhe was buſied about her, ſhe could not forbear 
mixing in her words what ſhe had juſt ſeen and 
heard. My Lady, as it were thunder-ſtruck, by im- 
mediately ſeeing a proof of the robbery before her 
eyes, nevertheleſs had power enough in the exceſs of 
her trouble to become miſtreſs. of her firit tranſ- 
1 ; yet ſhe had too quick a ſenſe of her mis- 
fortune. All things, capable of caſting deſpair and 
confternation into is ſoul, joined together to over- 
whelm, her. Together with the terrible - conſe- 
quences, with which ſhe thought herſelf threaten- 
ed from her huſband, ſhe found herſelf reduced in 
a moment to indigence by the only man of the 


world on whom ſhe had moſt extravagantly * 
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her ſubſtance and confidence. ' Being without' experi- 
ence or underſtanding; in the practice of affairs, ſhe 
could ſee no remedy for recovering the loſs of the 
caſket, and ſtopping the conſequences of the robbery. 
In fine, feeing no appearance of hopes, and prefer- 
ring death to a thouſand fatal extremities that ſhe 
thought inevitable, the only thought from whence 
ſhe drew any conſolation was to remember, that a- 
mong many elixirs come to her frgm her father, 
and. which ſhe had choicely preſerved, ſhe had a 
poiſon, of which he had boaſted of the virtue. She 
did not heſitate a moment in ſwallowing it, with- 
out giving the leaſt notice of it to her chamber. 
maid; who on the contrary imagined that what ſhe 
had taken was ſome remedy for her health. She af- 
terwards called for a pen to give us an account of the 
reaſons ſhe had to put an end to-her life, and to 
intereft us, even for the honour of our family, not 
to reveal ſuch a tragical adventure. on 
What the could add to this account ſeeming to us 
of leſs importance than the neceſſity of giving her 
aſſiſtance, we cut her words ſhort to call in her 
chamber-maid, whom we ordered in the moſt preſ- 
ing terms, immediately to ſend for the firſt phyfi- 
cian could be got; and, to neglect nothing in the in- 
terval, the Count, viſiting the caſket of elixirs, luck- 
ily found among them = counter- poiſons, with 
their names and diſtinguiſhing marks, and forced my 
Lady to take this aſſiſtance. Her oppoſition was 
long and obſtinate : But ſhe yielded at laſt, from two 
hopes he gave her; one, that if ſhe were reſolved 
to reaſſume a reliſh for her duty, her huſband ſhould 
vever be informed of the misfertune ſhe had of inju- 
ring it in his abſence; the other, that the very rob- 
bery of her papers was not yet an irreparable miſ- 
chief; becauſe the duplicates of them were for the 
moft part preſerved in the public regiſtries; and as 
to thoſe that it was impoſſible to make good this 
way, they had at leaſt the remedy of giving out 
public and particular adyertiſements, which would, 

_ ra infalibly 
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infallibly ſecure the beſt part of them. Theſe two 
motives prevailing on her to take the aſſiſtances 
that might recal her to life, ſhe caſt herſelf at our 
knees, and her promiſes appeared te us to be as lin- 
cere as her thanks. . 

There was ſo little to fear, in the diſpoſition I now 
ſaw her, that ſhe would make any difficulty in fol. 
lowing my advice or orders, which only tended to 
engage her to take medicines, and even quit Paris 
immediately, if her ſituation ſhould permit her, I 


preſſed the Count not to delay a moment in taking, 


the neceſſary meaſures for preventing the conſe- 
quences of the robbery. He went off with this de- 
ſign. The phyſicians, who came immediately, found 
the effects of the poiſon Jeſs advanced than I could 
fancy from the appearances. Whether the elixir 
had already loſt its ſtrength, or whether it required 
a longer time to work, they aſſured me, that it had 
not yet communicated itſelf to the vitals, and that 
they would eaſily maſter it. In reality, my Lady 
found herſelf ſo much relieved by their care, that in 
leſs than an hour ſhe was in a condition. to get into 
her coach with me, and drive to the Count's caſtle, 
This alteration 'was made with ſo many precautions, 
and ſuch decency, that her ſervants not having any 
more ſuſpicion of the cauſe of her departure, than of 
the reaſons of her ſickneſs, I ftil] comforted her by 
improving the preſent bleſſing into the molt favourable 
omens of what was to come; and I perſnaded her 
at length that ſhe had nothing to fear from the ſe- 
crets lodged in the Count's and my hands. 

Nothing could excuſe me from paſſing ſome time 
with her, as much to keep from her Madame De 
— » Whoſe indiſcretion I feared would yet at- 
tempt to ſeek the means of ſeeing her again, as to 
confirm her in thoſe. reſolutions ſhe had taken, in 
which I was not yet convinced that neceſſity had not a 
greater ſhare than the inclinations of her heart. 80 
my abode with her was a continual exerciſe of cha- 
rity and zeal, by the care I took eonftantly to lay 
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before her eyes every thing that might call her back 
to herſelf, and make her — what ſhe had loft. 
She opened her mind to me in ſuch a manner as left. 
me not the leaſt doubt of her repentance, and 
which would have convinced me what ſtrong de- 
pendence I might have on her reſolutions, if on the 
other fide her very frankneſs had not helped to in- 
ſpire me with a freſh diffidence of the future, by 
giving me room to penetrate more and more into the 
tatura] bottom of her character. With the firſt hints 
given me by the Count, and thoſe of a fatal expe- 
rience, which had but too well confirmed them, I 
could not lay hold of her change, nor ſhe indeed give 
it me, as an alteration in the leaſt of her inelina- 
tions. I was as well acquainted with her heart as 
with my own. I ſaw in it a fincere reſolution of 
vanquiſhing thoſe inclinations, with which ſhe accuſed 
herſelf 2 had too much indulgence; but this 
only helped me to diſcover, that ſhe yet had them, and 
that ſhe would perhaps be always obliged to a conflict 
with them. Her condition, on which ſhe had the in- 
genuity to open herſelf, was only a violent condition, 
which conſequently ſuppoſed that ſhe was not in 
the leaſt what ſhe had an inchnation to be, and 
which muft make it doubtful, as long as the combat 
ſhould laſt, to what ſide the balance would one day 
ineline: And if this obſervation was indubitable, I 
had nothing to expect either from her proper efforts, 
or from the ardour of my zeal, to heal the evil 
in its ſource. That had been to attempt to change 
nature; an enterprize ſurpaſſing the power of man, 
and which Heaven is not even engaged to place al- 
ways among the miracles of its grace. 125% 

— it was of ſo little importance for the 
honour or repoſe of a huſband, whether his wife 
were reclaimed to virtue by a natural reliſh, or an 
effort of reaſon, and I had ſo little doubt of my 
Lady's knowing how to triumph over herſelf, when 


ne ſhould have for a'curb not only the preſence and 


looks, but even the love and complaiſance of my 
brother, 


# 


— 
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brother, that if I had any ſcruple upon the renewal 
of their union, it was not from a doubt of the love 
of the one, or the fidelity of the other they ſprang. I 
only applied myſelf to conſider what the lot of Pa- 
trick was going to be, who finding his wife the ſame 
in appearance as he had left her at his departure, 
was about laviſhing on her all the careſſes that a 
huſband: owes; to a conſtancy of duty and love, 
whilſt ſhe had abuſed them ſo cruelly, that, accord- 
ing to the common precedents of honour, what was 
his duty to her was perhaps a cruel death, or a pu- 
niſhment which made his life more inſuppartable 
than death. This reflection did not at all proceed 
from an inclination I ſometimes had of raiſing or 
magnifying difficulties ; it is the common manner of 
thinking upon events of this nature. The molt con- 
— and mean of all men, being conſulted upon 
the ſituation of Patrick at his return, would judge 
that no condition could be ſo cruel; and conſequent- 
ly to reduce him to it with as much freedom as 


knowledge, would not this be to betray him with the 


utmoſt cruelty ? I did not examine this queſtion by 
the laws of men, which would have given me too 
much perplexity; and moreover I had no occa- 
fon to conſult them, when Patrick's misfortune he- 
ing unknown, it was not the impreſſion it might 
make on another, that I ought to; take for the foun- 
dation of my reflections. b turned myſelf to Hea- 
ven, the laws of which are never equivocal, even 
when they do not accord with the opinions of men. 
It ſeemed to me, that the faults of a woman not di- 
mining either the rights, or property, or reliſh of 

a huſband, they draw their enormity leſs from the 
wrong they do him, than from the corruption of 
the heart that made her commit them. Thus when 
ignorance on one ſide puts the imagination under 
ter, and on the other {ide no change is. obſerved 

to make it doubted whether a woman has been faith- 
ful to her duty, there is in this nothing of the fi 
4uation of a man betrayed, to make it as cruel 23 
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people fancy. The crime and her ſhame appear in 
the eyes of God only from what ſhe has committed z 
and both the one and the other ſhould vaniſh equally 
when they are effaced by repentance. 

But I confined myſelf to uſeleſs diſcuſſions ; and 1 
ſhould have been excuſed from them by the diſpo- 
ſition Heaven had given to theſe events, if I had 
been able to have penetrated them. With whatever 
hopes I had laboured to ſoothe my fiſter-in-law's mind, 
a remorſe for her weakneſs, and a fear of her huſ- 
band, had acted upon it with more force than all my 
conſolations. If the diligence of the Count De $—- 
had preſerved one part of her wealth, it nevertheleſs 
could not prevent many conſiderable bills from-paſſing 
immediately into ſtrange countries with him who had 
ſtole them away, and who had taken care to make 
ſure of all the profit he could draw from his crime. 
The ſums which there were no hopes of recover- 
ing, amounted to more than two hundred thouſand 
franks. It was not poſſible but Patrick, perceiving 
ſuch a conſiderable loſs, ſhould ſhew a great deal of 
curiofity, by inquiring into the circumſtances of, the 
robbery ; and that he would ſooner or later come at 
further intelligence. This thought, joined to a thou- 
lard inquietudes, which augmented in proportion as 
the return of my brother drew near, joined to a 
continual remorſe for having failed in love and fi- 
delity to a huſband ſo Pans 5 of thoſe two ſenti- 
ments, joined, perhaps, to the effects of the-poiſon, of 
which it was hard to think but that ſome part of it 
had deceived the care and ſkill of the phyſicians, 
threw her into a Janguiſhing ſickneſs, which made 
me believe, from the — of it, that her death 
was not far off. Nothing was neglected for the re- 
covery of her health. 5 did not leave her one mo- 


ment; and my ſeryices were as eager, as if I had the 
moſt precious life in the world to preſerve. The 
Count and his ſpouſe paid her as much attendance, 
and with as great ardour, as they could have done to 
Patrick himſelf, She ſeemed to have ſuffered much 
8 diſturbance 
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diſturbance from the firſt viſit of the Counteſs; and! 
eaſily obſerved, that the preſence of a virtuous woman 
was to her a dreadful fight. Nevertheleſs, I diſbur- 
dened her imagination — one part of this load, by 
aſſuring her, Gat my ſiſter was entirely ignorant of 
her adventure. This perſuaſion, that ſeemed to her 
a ſecurity for the ſame diſcretion in reſpect to her 
huſband, appeared to make her laſt breath undiſturbed 
enough. She conjured me not to leave her bed- ſide. 
All the intervals of ſtrength and freedom of mind, 
that her diſtemper left her, were employed in re- 
gretting her crimes. She prayed me to count over 
her misfortunes, by that means to ſoften the horror 
of them in her own” eyes; and ſhe told me, that, 
knowing ſhe had not reſolution enough to endure 
the looks of her huſband, without expiring for ſhame 
and grief; the conſidered it as a favour from Heaven 
to ſpare her this puniſhment, by taking away her life 
during his abſence. on 07 b 
The Count and I lamented her ſincerely : A vo- 
man ſo amiable merited a different fate; and it is yet 
to me an impenetrable myſtery, that the moſt perfect 
qualities of nature are ſometimes matched with odious 
vices that disfigure them. The Count puſhed this 
reflection further. In a material body, ſaid he, 
wherein every thing depends on mechaniſm, which 
has not rules abſolutely certain, and whoſe different 
movements form nevertheleſs what they call the pal- 
ſions, it does not appear to me ſo ſurpriſing as to you, 
that the inclination to vice or virtue ſhould be ſubject 
to great variety and alteration; but what I admire, 
added he, is, that women have found the ärt of dil- 
guiſing their moſt contradictory inclinations, under 
appearances, nevertheleſs, reſembling each other ; into. 
much, that nothing can aid us in piercing this deccitfil 
veil, which gives to their moſt irregular inclinations 
he ſame outſide as to their virtues. Would Patrick 
added he, have been deceived by his wifey if length 0 
time and obſervations could have given him roor 
to penetrate with a ſharp eye through thoſe thick 
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darkneſſes? Without . the Count's reflection, 
deſired him only to obſerve, that the difference he 
made between what he called an inclination to vice 
or to virtue, proceeded lets from nature, than from 
z thouſand circumſtances, that are the ſources of our 
habits. Theſe two natural inclinations' of- love and 
hatred, to which all the others may be referred, 
never In themſelves deſerved the name of vicious in- 
clinations; they only become ſo by the evil quality 
of objects, towards which we direct our intentions: 
This is ſo true, that of what nature ſoever theſe ob- 
jets be, the affection of the heart is always the 
fame. Why do you hold then, added I, that nature 
has given different appearances to one thing that is 
not at all capable of change? The change at leaſt, if 
we muſt acknowledge one, not proceeding but from 
exterior cauſes, which juſtly or without reaſon excite 
the natural deſires and affections, it is not more 
unreaſonable to*wiſh, that the change ſhould manifett 
itſelf outwardly and by ſenſible differences, than it 
would be to hold, that fire takes the colour of the 
objects before it, and upon which its action is always 
alike, although the difference be ſometimes very wide 
in the effects. 

We immediately paſſed from theſe abſtracted ideas 
to conſiderations more urgent. Although the ſick- 
neſs of my ſiſter · in- law had been long enough to give 
time to adviſe Patrick of it, yet the embarraſſ- 
ment that her adventure gave us, and, if I durſt 
lay it, even the hopes we had to get out of it 
by her death, made us chooſe intirely to conceal it 
from him in our letters. But if every thing had 


changed its face by this event, we were under no leſs 
o- difficulties what addreſs we had need to uſe in com- 


municating to him ſuch ſorrowful news. His jour- 
ney, which was intended to continue but four 
months, was prolonged by new negotiations, with 
which he was commiſſioned by the King to the 
court of Spain. His impatience to return to Paris 
vas nevertheleſs the only thought uppermoſt 2 his 

2 „ 
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letters. 
ours of an accident ſo much the» more terrible 
to him, as prudence, which was yet more neceſ- 
fary, did not permit us to add to it other eclairciſſe. 
ments? That common griefs have their bounds, we 
knew well enough by domeſtic experiences : But, in 
the heart of ſo tender a brother, the Count (as un- 
certain as I) aſked me, If I did not apprehend, that it 
was capable of vaſt exceſs ? And both of us trembling 
for the conſequences, that from thence ſtared us in 
the face, we were a long time in taking a reſolution, 
which did not at firſt ſtrike our minds. 18 
In fine, not fearing that he would have ſo little mo- 
deration as to reproach me for it, when the queſtion 
only was to give a demonſtration of my affection and 
zeal to my brothers, I thought myſelf to make the 
journey to Madrid : Pretences could not be wanting 
to a man ſo curious as I to get experience ; This was 
the ſole motive I reſolved to make uſe of to the King 
for I was willing to avoid every thing that might di- 
miniſh the opinion his Majeſty had of my brother's 
ſteadineſs and reſolution. My fiſter-1n-law was not 
enough known to excite the attention of the public 
by her ſickneſs and death; this news had not yet 
reached St. Germain ; and I did not- doubt but we 
might alſo keep it concealed as long as we thought 
convenient for our intereſts. The day following 1 
went to court, and, without any explanation, obtained 
of the King his licence to make a journey to Spain. 
He nevertheleſs aſſigned bounds to my abſence, but 
Mill with an obliging motive for it. According to 
the hopes he had of ſeeing his arms ſucceed happily 
in Ireland, he aſked me, if I would not make haſte 
enough to ſwell his court, when the ſucceſs of his 
affairs would enable him to- take poſſeſſion of his 
kingdoms. He fixed my return to the beginning of 
winter, that is to ſay, when at the end of the cam- 
paign he ſhould be able to make a jud t of his 
fortune. Vain expeRation, which failed by a train 
of events quite oppoſite ! But, for the ſame — he 
. | . 
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ſome weeks before dropped the deſign of ſending me 
to Ireland, to bring over my Lord Lynch's treaſure. 
Whatever facility he had found in doing ſo accord- 
ing to his firſt views, when he imagined that 1 might 
have been ſeconded by his troops, he then judged ſo 
favourably of this expedition, that,-thinking himſelf 
every day at the eve of a fignal victory, he reckon- 
ed upon going to receive this treaſure with his own 
hands. | 


— — —_ 
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Was confidently determined to go to Madrid; and 


my preparations never requiring much time or 
pains, I did not put off my departure further than 
the day following. An accident, that never ſo much 
as came into my mind, delayed my journey, and ve- 
ry near obliged me to abandon it altogether. Could 
any one imagine what obſtacles they were that had 
been capable of ſtopping me, if I did not declare be- 
forehand, that this was the only one that could make 
me relinquiſh any thing even more urgent ; or, with 
the ſame view, form enterpriſes a thouſand times 

more toilſome and difficult? k 
Nothing appearing to Jay us under the obligation 
of imparting the death of my fiſter-in-law, nor the 
deſign of my journey, to Sarah Fincer, I propoſed to 
take my leave of her with the ordinary marks of 
eſteem and affection, without ſpeaking to her other- 
wiſe of my departure, than to recommend to her the 
care of her health during my abſence. Nevertheleſs, 
upon my rival from St. Germain, I underſtood that 
the had inquired for me ſeveral times with great ea- 
gerneſs ; and, going to her, my aſtoniſhment was ex- 
tremely great, to hear her ſpeak not only of the death 
| of 
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of my ſiſter-in-law, but of the project of my journey, 
as if ſhe had been informed of it by myſelf, or by the. 
Count, even in the moſt minute eircumſtances. Some 
words, which eſcaped her in the warmth of divers 
motions, of which I did not of a ſudden diſcover the 
nature, gave me alſo to underſtand, that ſhe was not 
at all ignorant of the adventures @f her rival, or 
that — at leaſt every thing relating to them, 
which had not been confided only to the Count's and 
my diſcretion. I looked on her with ſurpriſe, ex- 
pecting where this prelude would end: At lengti 
riſing off her chair with ſo briſk an action, that! 
could not for a long time underſtand myſelf to be the 
cauſe of it: Ah! my dear Dean, ſaid ſhe, do you 
think I will let you go alone to Spain, and when 
Heaven reſtores me to life by ſuch happy events, 1; 
there any perſon elſe in the world to whom I can 
truſt the ſucceſs of my hopes? I am acquainted with 
| your friendſhip by the moſt generous proofs, ant it 
I could chooſe to repoſe my intereſts on any other than 
myſelf, I ſhould not go farther to look for a protector 
or k agent. But what I aſk of you at preſent is to be 
my guide. Lead me, added ſhe, with a more open 
and declared ardour ; I have no more obſtacles to 
vanquiſh than in demanding the conduct of your pru- 
dence; J wiſh for nothing but to arrive at Madrid, 
and I dare from thenceforth hope every thing from 
the ſole power of honour and love. | 

Having had. time to recover myſelf during this dit- 
courſe, I apprehended a thing, which I now confels, 
that the multitude of my notions and occupations did 
not hitherto permit me to conſider of; that is to 
ſay, that the death of my ſiſter- in · law gave jult 
hopes to Sarah, and that in effect not having any 
thing more than grief to combat in my brother's 
heart, it was not impoſſible but he might take for her 
thoſe ſentiments, which, as I have remarked a thouſand 
times, it had afflicted him not to be in a capacity of pay- 
ing her. Why ſhould he continue obftinate in refuſing 
her his heart? Would he not find there all the vir- 


5 tues, 


tues a 
miring 
midſt 
new 11 
her ha 
or wh! 
from 
ſince ſ 
ſweetn 
up to 
momei 
was pe 
ſent, t 
ſhe wa 
law, I 
ill-nati 
inſulti1 
misfort 
name; 
nion I 
In t! 
expecte 
could r 
ration 
right. 
of noiſ 
lawful, 
tie? J 
poſing 
he pF 
cluſive 
ficient « 
ed over 
free; a 
Sarah, 1 
If the fi 
give a 
orce o 
leſs ftea 
thouſanc 
Vor. 


diſ- 
ifels, 
s did 
is to 
| jult 
any 
ther's 
r her 
uſand 
f pay» 
fufing 


e Vvir- 


tues, 


The Dean of CoLERAINE. 97 


tues and charms that he could not poſſibly forbear ad- 


miring? IT even thought that her patience, in the 
midſt of ſo many misfortunes, had given to them a 
new luſtre ; and, whether it were that my love for 
her had magnified her accompliſhments in my eyes, 
or whether ſhe had really drawn theſe advantages 
from adverſity, I had remarked a thouſand times 
ſince ſhe had been at the Count's, that her wit, her 
ſweetneſs, her politeneſs, were improved and wrought 
up to perfection by continual advancements. The 
moment I was making theſe reflections on what 
was paſt, I could not avoid one remark on the pre- 


ſent, that truck all my attention. As I perceived. 


the was informed of the irregularities of my fiſter-in- 
law, I could not but admire, that ſhe never dropped an 
ill-natured reflection, or ſhewed the leaſt mark of that 
inſulting joy, which ladies ſo commonly do over the 
misfortunes of a rival. Scarce did ſhe pronounce her 
name; and this effort on herſelf redoubled the opi- 
mon I always had of her mildneſs and modeſty. 

In the mean time, her propoſals, which I ſo little 
expected, threw me into a perplexity from whence. I 
could not eaſily recover. I had need of ſome delibe- 
ration to examine whether they did not injure any 
right, Could a marriage diffolved with a good deal 
of noiſe be renewed ? 14 if the divorce Pad - been 
lawful, could it be cemented together again by a new 
tie? Moreover, what appearance was there of diſ- 
poſing Patrick to receive a new ſpouſe, the moment 
he heard of the loſs of her whom he had loved ex- 
cluſive of all others? This laſt thought being ſuf- 
ficient of itſelf to furniſh me with an anſwer, I turn- 
ed over the diſcuſſion of the others to a ſeaſon 'more 
free; and, without making any further objection to 
Sarah, than what ſo naturally occurred, I aſked her, 


If the firſt moments of grief were a proper time to 
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conciling all difficulties. I will be actly care. 
ful, ſaid ſhe, not to appear at firſt with\you. You 
ſhall ſee 'him alone, and inform him of his loſs. 
Your zeal and prudence ſhall be beſtowed in mode- 
rating the firſt motions of his grief; and when you 
think. him diſpoſed to receive my viſit, I will labour 
in my turn to make him reliſh my conſolations. If 
it be the pleaſure of being beloved that he regrets, 
alas ! he ſhall ſoon ſee, that what he has remaining 
of that pleaſure, ſurpaſſes every thing he has loſt. 
This exceſs of love and goodneſs drew tears from 
my eyes, and compliments and praiſes from my lips; 
but, ſtill afraid of a project, in which I thought 1 
ſaw a thouſand inſurmountable difficulties, if I was 
not {tiff in condemning it, I at leaſt inſiſted, that it 
ſhould be communicated to the Count and Counteſs of 
S——, and I made my conſent depend on their an- 
ſwer. How great was the grief of Sarah, when ſhe 
found them in no leſs oppoſition to her defires! In her 
firſt motions, fhe proteſted to me, that nothing was ca- 
pable of ſtaying her ; and that if I refuſed to ſerve her 
as a guide, ſhe ſhould know how to find the road 
to Spain without me, and to get to Madrid as quickly 
as I ſhould. I conſidered then whether her interett 
itſelf and that of Patrick ſhould not oblige me to aban- 
don the deſign of my journey. My letters might 
lead my brother, by degrees, into the knowledge of 
his doſs, and, in like manner, inſenſibly inſpire into him 
thoſe conſolations that might reſtore 'peace to his 
mind. I imagined I had a foreſight, that, after hav- 
ing, as it were, exhauſted in his abſence the firſt im- 
petuoſity of his grief, he would be ſatisfied enough to 
find here a more agreeable remedy in the love of 3 
lady, whom he never had hated, and by whom he 
was ſure of having been conſtantly beloved. I ould 
rhaps have fixed in this reſolution, if the Counteſs 


had not ſucceeded, by other motives, to make Sarah 
hers.. She repreſented to her, that, without 


change 
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decency impoſ d. laws on her, which ſhe ſcemed to 
forget. This advice, without perhaps having all 
the ſolidity in it that the Counteſs perſuaded herſelf 


ho it had, made ſo great an impreſſion on a nature ſo 
u virtuous as Sarah's, that it ſtifled her moſt impetuous 
IT deſires. But with what ardour did ſhe not then 
If conjure me to embrace her intereſts, fince ſhe had loſt 
Sy the hopes of ſoliciting them herſelf! She repeated 
18 to me twenty times even the terms and expreſſions 


with which ihe defired me to ſerve her. She would 


m write them down, and charge me with her letter. 

$3 It was after a thouſand reaſonings, and a thouſand 

1 efforts, that I obliged her to own the power of my 

as firſt objectioqs, and confeſs, that precipitation was 

; It no way Dug * for her hopes. 1 | 

of WM In fine, I had the Jiberty to gone alone; and my 

an- diligence correſponding with my zeal, I ſcarce took 

ſhe any neceſſary reſt during ſo long a journey. Patrick q 
her received me with an openneſs of heart, which' all at 1 
Cae once gave me room to judge, that I ſhould find in this d 


amiable brother all the good qualities that had ren- 

dered his friendſhip ſo precious to me. There did not 

ſubſiſt in his memory the leaſt traces of our differences. 
But the haſte and eagerneſs with which he inquired 

after news from his 2 declared to me almoſt as "| 
ipeedily all the difficulties of my enterpriſe. He 1 
renewed the complaints, which he had often made by 4 
letters, of the tao long time ſhe took in anſwerin 

his; and all in a breath aſking me a hundred que- 
ſtions of her health, her employments, and her love 
tor him, he did not relieve my embarraſſment other- 
wiſe than by the right he gave me of anſwering him 
with tho ſame confuſion. I had leſs difficulty in 
giving a probable colour to my journey. The de: 
lire of ſeeing him, and the opportunity that his re- 
lidence at Madrid had given me to get ſome knbw- 
| "ge of Spain, were fuck natural reaſons, that thereb 

perſuading him of my views, they inſpired him with 
all the warmth I wiſhed to give me ſatis faction. 
lt was in the wanderings and abſence of mind that 
| . 5 
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this exerciſe might cauſe him, wherein I hoped to 
find a favourable moment for my deſign, and not be- 
ing prefled by time, which afforded me as many 
days to chooſe out of as he had till his return to 
France, I had not the leaft doubt but that an enter- 
priſe conducted by ſo many ſteps and precautions 
would in the end have the ſucceſs that I had ven- 
tured to promiſe myſelf from it. : 

This facility in flattering myſelf, increaſed yet 
more by a diſcovery I made during my firſt days, 
and which an appearance of truth made me take in 
a ſenſe proper indeed to augment it. By the care! 
took of informing myſelf from my brother's ſervants, 
what acquaintance he had made at Madrid, I un- 
derſtood that he familiarly viſited a young lady, 
whoſe merit had made an impreſſion on him. She 
was a widow, and that condition giving her the 
freedom of receiving ſtrangers, he ſpent at her houſe 
almoſt all the time be did not employ in his buſineſs, 
Perhaps I ſhould have relaxed a little from my prin- 
ciples by defiring that he had taken an inclination 
for her; and even the intereſt of Sarah Fincer did not 
revent me in the leaſt from wiſhing her this obſtacle, 
Beſides, as I could not have a fancy ſtrong enough 
to make me fear any conſiderable difficulty to over- 
come, this was the ſurmounting one ſo powerful as 
the making myſelf maſter of his grief, that all the 
reſt appeared to me a mere jeſt. If I had not been 
aſſured by himſelf all at once of his inclinations for 
a woman, whoſe charms were ſo highly exalted, this 
was only to draw from thence more advantage, in 
making ſubſervient to my deſigns thoſe lights and 
hints that I would have endeavoured to have procu- 
red ſome other way, without his having the leal 
miſtruſt of it. | 
ily perſons being named to me from whom 
might procure informations, I contented myſelf 
making an acquaintance with a Spaniſh gentleman 
who cken viſited the ſame lady, and who, ſpeaking 
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could diſcourſe him in that language. From the on- 
ly quality of friend to this lady, I ſhould have thought 
him linked to her by the ſame motives, that I deſired 
Patrick ſhould be, if in the firſt opportunity I had to 
talk to him of her, he had not drawn a potrait of the 
lady that did not appear to me to proceed from the 
pencil of a lover. He repreſented her to me as an 
experienced and diſciplined coquette, who under a 
falſe ſemblance of modeſty and gentleneſs concealed 
all the artifice, of which a woman ſeeking only 
to pleaſe, is capable, and who not limiting herſelf 
to hold a ſingle lover in her chains, laboured con- 
tinually to extend her conqueſts, with the care only 
of diſguiſing herſelf with ſuch addreſs, that every 
one of her — might think himſelf confident 
of having no rival. He himſelf had been cured of 
an unhappy paſſion (that he had along time nouriſhed 
for her) by the experience he had found of her trea- 
chery, which nevertheleſs did not hinder but that 
the eſteem he had of her wit, and a hundred un- 
common quahties, which he yet acknowledged in 


| her, had made him conſerve for her a kind of attach- 


ment, which he rather choſe to call a fancy or re- 
liſh for her than a friendſhip. When he under- 
ſtood from me, in the ſequel of our converſation, 


that Patrick was my brother, he plainly declared, that 


ſeeing him very aſſiduous about this fair widow, he 
little doubted but that love had the greateſt ſhare in 
his viſits; and he counſelled me moreover to give him 
ſuch advice, as I ſhould think proper to — him 
from the danger. At leaſt I am convinced, added 
he, that he makes it his ſtudy to pleaſe her, and of- 
— to make me judge of it by my own eye- 

t. f 7 
Sar from being affrighted at this picture, it was 
exactly an inclination of this fort, that I ſhould have 
thought capable of amuſing Patrick enough to render 

him leſs ſenſible of the wound I was » givin 
him; without expoling him nevertheleſs to the ſoſten- 
ing of his heart enough, ſo as not calily to receive a 
x E 3 remedy, 
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remedy, which -would be perhaps in the end much 
ſtronger than the evil. I accepted the Spaniſh gen- 
tleman's offer with joy, and the ſame day inform- 
ing my brother of the 'opportunity I had of con- 
verſing with a lady of his acquaintance, I put off 
my viſit no farther than to the next day. You will 
fee, ſaid he coldly, a lady of diſtinguiſhed merit, 
and you will have no need of any other perſon than 
me to introduce you to her. I found in what he ſaid 
an air of confidence, that confirmed all my notions, 
1 had even ſo little doubt thereof, that I could not 
defend myſelf from ſome reffections upon the incon- 
ſtancy of the heart, which one fingle paſſion was not 
ſufficient to poſſeſs intirely ; and it this thought gave 
me more hope than ever of adjuſting matters eaſily 
with Patrick, it perhaps ſerved to inſpire me with a 
more ſtrong compaſſion than 1 had ever felt for my 
fiſter - in- la w. | I 
Patrick put me in mind himſelf of the engage- 
ments he was under with me. Having preſented me 
to Donna Figuerrez with a character, fach as was de- 
cent from the mouth of a brother, he gave me room 
ſoon to perceive the conſideration ſhe had for him. 
I ſhould have began my obſervations from the firſt 
moment, if the Spaniſh gentleman, who was already 
in the aſſembly, had not. come up to me ſo near as 
to engage me in a particular converſation, which I 
could not avoid. The remains of the vexation, 
which he yet preſerved from his adventure, without 
doubt induced him to give me a character of his 
rivals. One of them, whoſe mien and figure were 
very prepoſſeſſing, had been the firſt lover of Donna 
Figuerrez, after the death, and perhaps, added he 
maliciouſly, in the laſt ſeaſon of her huſband's 
life. Poffibly he is the only perſon whom ſhe has 
ever loved ſincerely ; but being without any eſtate, 
it would become too great a clog to her, in the mo- 
derate fortune ſhe nolſeſſes, if ſhe ſhould be touched 
with a conſtancy, ſo as not to make her think of any 


body but him. It would not be impoſſible in this 
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manner to juſtify her coquetry in its ſource, How- 
ever that may be, a misfortune, ſtill worſe than po- 
verty, obliged this lover to remove from Madrid the 


moment ſhe had ſubjected to her charms a rich old 


man, whom you ſee there, whoſe wealth poſſibly 


might have afforded her more pleaſure than ſhe 


could have found in her firſt engagement. She con- 
ſequently Joſt on the ſide of love as much as ſhe 
gained on the ſide of fortune: But, to repair this 
damage, ſhe immediately made a new ſlave of that 
officer, continued he, pointing to him oppoſite to me, 
whom ſhe has deſtined to fulfil the functions of the 
abſent. It was about this juncture, added he, that 
I took up for her that fatal paſſion, which has a long 
time blinded me. I am rich, and of an age that 
has nothing in it forbidding, no more than there is 
in my form. She appeared to be charmed with 
my application and diligence, and all the addreſs 
in the world was employed to confirm my defeat. 
Ignorant of what the ſequel made me luckily dif- 
cover, I thought myſelf the ſole maſter of a heart, 


that I judged to be of an ineſtimable price, or at leaſt 


I had but a ſlight jealouſy on the ſcore of the old 
man, who had not ſteadineſs of mind enough to 
diſguiſe a good fortune, of which he thought him- 
ſelf the ſole poſſeſſor. I remarked to her ſome 
alarms, which ſhe turned into banter. Tn one word, 
the officer being more reſerved, and enjoying in 
private thoſe rights he had acquired, and the old 
man paſſing in my eyes for a rival little dangerous 
in her wiſhes, whom I ſaw reduced to ſome favour- 
able looks, we affociated ourſelves all three in the 
ſame happineſs ; and perhaps my illuſion would have 
yet continued, if the firſt lover had not come to 
draw me out of it againſt my will. Having obtained 
licence to return to Madrid, he immediately took 
the place he had abandoned; and. if he perceived he 
had got competitors, the preſence of the old man 


and mine, which was always accompanied with 


many liberalities, of which he had a ſhare, did not 
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| 34 at all wound his delicacy. But not thinking him- 
| ſelf in the leaſt obliged to the ſame conſtraint, which 
ſhe had the art of exacting from others, he betray- 
| ed himſelf by ſo many indiſcretions, that they open- 
| ed my eyes ; and without breaking too harſhly with 
FAN the lady, I retrenched myſelf ;nfenfibly in a com- 
1 merce of friendſhip with her, in which 1 have yet 
the weakneſs to find ſome pleaſure. The tranquil- 
lity of this affection makes me. reliſh without bit- 
terneſs all the good qualities, that I cannot help ob- 
ſerving in her. I join to this ſatisfaction a plea- 
ſure, which you perhaps will think leſs innocent; 
that is, of watching her conduct, and obſerving with 
what addreſs ſhe Well every day the train of her 
lovers. A collection of my diſcoveries would com- 
8 an engaging hiſtory full of variety and pleaſure. 
ut what J have not yet penetrated, added he, are 
the views ſhe has on my Lord, your brother, and 
the manner in which he anſwers them. I know the 
original of, their acquaintance. She is niece and 
heireſs of our ambaſſador in France ; the opportuni- 
ty of living in the ſame neighbourhood gave her the 
means of making an acquaintance with an amiable 
man, under pretence of enquiring after the health of 
her uncle. See with what care ſhe ſeeks to pleaſe 
him ; obſerve the attention ſhe ſhews for every word 
that drops out of his mouth, and the air of flattery 
that accompanies all her anſwers. He will fall into 
the ſnare, if he has not the misfortune to be already 
caught, and you will do him a brotherly office by 
giving him notice of it. x 
I perceived indeed that Donna Figuerrez was whol- 
ly taken up by her attentions on Patrick. The mo- 
ment I turned my eyes on her, having done hearken- 
ing to the gentleman, I obſerved the tone ſhe uſed 
in ſhewing her ſatisfaction or admiration. Prepol- 
ſeſſed by the account I had juſt heard, and even full 
of my adventure with Madame de S——, I thought 
1 penetrated into this diſguiſed cheat, and did not 
nd her as deceitſul as ſhe was repreſented to me. 
— Neverthelets, 
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Nevertheleſs, the poſture and diſcourſe of Patrick 


continued to make me think that he was more daz- 
zled than I; and 1 did not in the leaſt doubt, in ſee- 
ing him ſuſtain the ſame air of prepoſſeſſion, but that 
he was more deeply engaged than perhaps he ima- 
gined himſelf. 

In the evening, having the liberty of a private 
converſation with him, he did not wait till by my 
queſtions I ſhoald lay him under the neceſſity of 
diſcovering himſelf. You have ſeen Donna Figuerrez, 
ſaid he, with a ſerious air, and you have found her, 
without doubt, of a merit ſuperior to her ſex. I 
was willing to giye you time to know her, before I 
informed you of the reaſons I have for ſeeing her. 
He continued to tell me, -that, having made an ac- 
quaintance with her on occaſion of ſome letters 
he had received from the Spaniſh ambaſſador at 
Paris, he had taken ſuch a reliſh for her wit, that in 
the converſations they had together, he had diſ- 
covered to her a ſhare of the events of his life. 
The hiſtory of his marriage had not been forgot- 
ten, and not having, in the ſequel, the power of 
diſſembling from her his chagrin of having re- 
ceived ſo little news of his ſpouſe, this confi- 
dence had engaged Donna Figuerrez to offer him the 
aſſiſtance of the ambaſſador to procure an account 
of her. Although it was not very natural to em- 
ploy a way fo foreign, when he had all his family 
at Paris, the fear leſt we ſhould ſtill retain ſome 


reſentment againſt his ſpouſe, which might make 


us too cold in his ſervice, had made him accept her 
offer, which could be inconvenient or improper for 
nobody to do. The firſt letters of the ambaſſador 
had filled him with a thouſand notions, which he 
could not yet clear up. They had repreſented my 
fiter-in-law in a condition fo brilliant, that be could 
not again know the ſituation he had left her in: The 
ambaſſador, in praiſing her charms, of which he af- 
firmed he had the knowledge by his own eye-ſight, 
had ſpoken of the agreeable life ſhe led at Paris, 
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and had Jaid her down as a pattern of graces united 
to fortune and beauty. This letter, of which ſhe 
had read only the articles of this nature to Patrick, 
had raiſed in him ſome inquietudes, which Donna 
Figuerrez had obſerved. She had made but little 
advantage from thence, towards penetrating deeper 
into the ſecrets of my brother; and putting thoſe 
things which ſeemed to diſturb him in a better light, 
ſhe had employed all her addreſs, to repair the evil 
ſhe had imprudently-done. The letters which came 
afterwards, had never brought any accounts that 
were not conformable to the deſires and ideas of Pa- 
trick, and as we had in all our letters avoided with 
care to inform him of any thing that might to no 
purpoſe trouble his repoſe, he had come to that paſs 
as to be convinced, that the ambaſſador was deceived 
in his firſt relation. | / 

You conceive, ſaid he, that with the tender a- 
larms 1 continually have for my ſpouſe, I ought to 
be fond of an acquaintance, which procures me every 
week ſuch certain news of her health and fituation, 
J have had the injuftice to believe them leſs certain 
from your hand, and from that of my ſiſter; and TI 
have had the vexation to receive accounts but ſeldom 
from my ſpouſe berſelf, who manifeſtly does not find 
the ſame pleaſure in an epiſtolary correſpondence as 
I do. Nevertheleſs, the ambaſſador has conſtantly 
taken the pains to inform me of every thing that re- 
lates to. her ; and this notice has ſerved me as a re- 
medy againſt the torments of abſence, and conſoles 
me for the new orders of the King, which detain me 
yet here in his ſervice. I ſee Donna Figuerrez, add- 
ed he, as a reſource, which in favour of my love 1 
have huſbanded at Madrid. I ſpeak leſs frequently 
to her of herſelf than of my ſpouſe ; and the agree- 
ableneſs of her converſayon ſerves me inſtead of a 
happineſs, which I-can find no where but in France. 

It may eaſily be imagined, how much admiration 
this diſcourſe, which ſuppoſed my ſiſter - in- law living, 
and her conduct ſtill as regular as her affections, mult 
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raiſe in me. The fidelity of my brother frightened 
me; and from the indignation I had of ſeeſhng him 
ſo cruelly deceived by ſtrangers, in whom I could not 
ſuppoſe the ſame motives as I had for ſuſpending the 
eclairciſſement of his fate, I was ready to diſſipate all 
ſuch dangerous darkneſs from his eyes, that ſeemed 


neceſſarily to conceal ſome odious myſtery. Neverthe- 


leſs, a moment's reflection on the importance of the 
matter he had to penetrate, made me immediately 
moderate this warmth, I even affeQed to enter into 
Patrick's ideas, and without imparting to him what 
I had learned of the character of Donna Figuerrez, 
I avoided every thing that could lead us to that con- 
verſation, in order to obtain the liberty of diving, 
the day following, into artifices that I would not wil- 
lingly remain ignorant of. 

No other way offered to procure me thoſe diſco- 
veries, than by means of the Spaniſh gentleman, to 
whom I was under the obligations I have related. 
Notwithſtanding the attachment he preſerved to his 
former miſtreſs, I had perceived in him a fund of 
reſentment, which diſpoſed him always to give ear to 
every new proof he could diſcover of her perfidy, 
aud to ſet it off in the ſtrongeſt colours, apparently to 
confirm himſelf in the reſolution he had taken, never 
to have any thing more to ſay to her in the way of 
love. I perceived the ſame alſo by other proofs, if 
I had been deceived in this conjecture; and thinkin 
I might open myſelf to him without any hazard, 1 
related to him all I had learned from my brother, 
without concealing from him that many certain facts, 
abſolutely deſtroying all Patrick's ſuppoſitions, made 
me ſuſpect Donna Figuerrez of ſome black.impoſture. 
A ſcene ſo new to him excited all his ardour to diſ- 
cover the fecret wheels of this machine. As it was 
not from herſelf he could expect any inſight, he con- 
cluded, after a number of reflections, that he could 
hope for no more certain diſcovery of it, than from 
her letters. He knew the place where ſhe kept them; 


and the pleaſure he had already formed within himſelf 


from 
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from finding her guilty of fome new treachery, was 
ſuch a powerful motive, that he reſolved to riſk e- 
very thing to make himſelf maſter of her ſecrets, 
 by-ftealing them. I admired, that the ſame day he 

found the means of ſucceeding in an attempt, of 
which he was ſenſible of the difficulty himſelf. He 

ave me notice to come to him, and triumphing in 
what he had already diſcovered, as ſoon as he per- 
ceived me at a diſtance, he ſhewed me a packet of 
letters which he had carried off, with the caſket con- 
taining them. 

He did not inform me of the way he had employ- 
cd to ſerve me; and whatever ſatisfaction I felt in ſee- 
ing ſuch ſure proofs in his hands, I durſt not commend 
his raſhneſs, which had ſomething grating in it ac- 
cording to my principles. I even began by reproach- 
ing him for an action ſo little weighed, and inſiſted, 
that at leaſt all the letters that had no relation to our 
view ſhould have remained inviolably ſafe. He was 
obliged to read a great number of them, to get to 
the bottom of a horrible combination. The ambaſ- 
ſador had conceived a violent paſſion for my fiſter-in- 
la w, at the ſame time that Donna Figuerrez had taken 
up the ſame ſentiments for Patrick. The firſt news 
he ſent to Madrid was attended with the confeſſion of 
his love, which ſhe took care not to read to my bro- 
ther. Obſerving, on the contrary, that the plain re- 
lation of my ſiſter- in- law's diverſions had made a deep 
impreſſion on him, and that the diſquiet he ſeemed to 
- ſhew might become ſtrong enough to make him 

ſpeedily . Spain, ſhe had taken the advantage of 
the hints ſne had drawn fram him to engage the 
ambaſſador to write nothing but what correſponded 
with the ideas my brother had of his ſpouſe. Her 
hope was to ſoften his heart inſenſibly, whilſt the 
ambaſſador ſnould have the ſame liberty of forming 
his attacks againſt that of my ſiſter-in-law ; and 
when, after divers events, of which I have related 
only thoſe that to that time had come to my know- 
ledge, ſhe had learned the unfortunate death A 2 
. | yy 
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Lady, ſhe from thence conceived but too lively hopes 
of ſubduing Patrick, and of bringing him perhaps to 
offer her his hand with his heart. | | 

The ambaſſador was then among the number of 
thoſe who had conſpired againſt the virtue of my 
fiiter-1n-law; and his letters afforded a proof, that he 
had not thought himſelf the moſt unhappy of them. 
He often lamented nevertheleſs, in the anſwers to his 
niece's queſtions, that the obje& of his paſſion had 
not taken up ſuch ſerious ſentiments for him, as he 
could have defired to compleat his happiveſs. He 
repreſented her as a fickle and capricious woman, who 
ſeemed to look for nothing but amuſements in her 
pleaſures, _and who made the repoſe and ſatisfaction 
of a Jover the leaſt part of her cares. Theſe com- 
plaints were capable of re-eſtabliſhing ber a little in 
my opinion: I thought I diſcovered, from an unſuſ- 
pected teſtimony, that though ſhe had ſhewed ſome 
—_— in her conduct, yet ſhe had not taken up a 
groſs reliſh for debauchery, otherwife than from the 
levity of her humour, or as the Count De &—— — 


had thought, from the luxury and ſoftneſs of her paſ- 


ions. Whatever idea might be formed from my re- 


cital, I owe her this juſtice, that the ambaſſador, in 
confeſſing the degree of favour he thought he had in 
her, hugged himlelf on his reliſh for a lady ſo charm- 
ing, as if it had been the moſt glorious fortune love 
could offer him in France. What way nevetheleſs was 
there to conceive, that ſhe could have thepowerof con- 
cealing from him her commerce with another lover, 
without believing her to have ſubtilty enough to de- 
ceive him by a Falſe outſide ? And under this ſuppo- 
lition, muſt not he have looked on her as a coquette 
ſo much the more refined, as in ſuch a tender a ge being 
indebted only to her addreſs for her experience, he 
muſt have aſcribed her practices to the corruption of 


her mind, and the natural perverſity of her difpoſi- 


tion? unleſs one would do honour to the great arti- 
ice and cunning of Madame De S———, who had 
no occaſion — of a very long ſpace of time to 
ſorm her pupils, : Tr 

But 
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But what was Patrick's fate, to find himſelf fallen 
again in Spain into the hands of a woman of the ſame 
character? He had nothing but the integrity of his 


heart to defend himſelf from it: For being ſo metho- 


dically attacked by a lady of ſuch expert addreſs as 
Donna Figuerrez, I never conceived he had any other 
means to {ave himſelf from a danger, that gained freſh 
ſtrength every day. Filled with the 1dea of his 
| ſpoule, he could not ſo entirely loſe the memory of 

her, -as to leave room for another woman to think of 
pleaſing him. Thus the coquetries and advances of 
the Spaniſh lady were all loſt labour. He did not 
aſcribe her behaviour and moſt flattering expreſſions 
to any thing but the natural allurements of ber wit, 
and the gallant turn of her imagination, which pre- 
vail commonly enough in Spain. This reaſon, added 
to the pleaſure he had of receiving news of his wife 
through her conveyance, gave him more» ſatisfaQtion 
in her company, than in all the aſſemblies in Madrid, 
where his merit and birth had pu bim a diftinguiſh- 
ed reception. He had not taken the ſame care, as J 
had, in gaining informations, which would have made 
him look on his acquaintance with a woman fo irre- 

ular with another eye. He was then her ſincere 
Fiend, and all the ſhifts of coquetry had never 
raiſed in him a more tender paſſion, 

Having read over all the ambaſſadot's letters with 
great attention, I engaged the gentleman to diſpoſe 
again in order all thole that had no relation to our de- 
ſign into the caſket, and prevailing on him to leave the 
others with me, I thanked him for a ſervice, by which 
I was fully convinced he ſought to ſatisfy his own cu- 
rioſity rather than mine. It remained for me to turn 
ſo many important pieces to account. I repreſented 
to my imagination, what had been the confuſion of 
Donna Figuerrez, when learning from my brother that 

I 'was come from Paris, and that not having teen igno- 
rant of the death of my ſiſter-in-law, it had likely been 
the firſt news I had imparted to him on my arrival. 
She had thought indeed all her deſigns overturned ; but 
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one glance of her eye having given her room to re- 
mark the tranquillity of Patrick, ſhe had immediately 
judged, that for ſome reaſons I had to conceal her 
death from him, it was impoſſible he was informed 
of it ; and keeping cloſe to this thought, ſhe had made 
no change in her ordinary gaiety. Nevertheleſs, ſhe 
did not think my ſilence to be without ſome myſtery, 
and her impatience to diſcover it leſt her no reſt. 
Thus at the very time I thought my ſelf of viſiting her 
privately, to engage her perhaps, whether ſhe would 
or no, in being ſerviceable to my principal deſign, 
ſhe had the. ſame paſſion to talk to me; and at my 
return to Patrick's, I found a billet whereby the preſ- 
ſed me to go to her houſe. | 
I] went. there immediately. The advantage ſhe 
might be to me reduced me to conduct with addreſs 
the ſorrowful overtures ſhe had to make to Patrick. 
I made light of her deſigns, which did not ſeem much 
to be feared on that tide ; and knowing neverthe- 
jeſs the power ſhe had over his mind, I did not 
doubt but ſhe would have the ſame cunning to conſole 
as to pleaſe him. It was of little importance to whom 
I was to have been indebted for this obligation, and 
ſhe who was capable of inſpiring with gratitude, 
laid me under no neceſſity of granting her my eſteem. 
She received me with an air of ſweetneſs and infi- 
nuation, which obliged me to be watchful over her 
views. The — of Madame De 8 re- 
turned to my mind without intermiſſion. It gave 
me nevertheleſs great advantages over her, that ſhe 
confeſſed upon beginning our converſation, that ſhe built 
great hopes upon my goodneſs ; and continuing in 
the ſame tone, ſhe told me, that ſhe had ſufficient 
eſteem for my brother to wiſh, that he would take 
an inclination for her ; that having been informed of 
the death of his ſpouſe, ſhe had not judged it feaſon- 
able to give him an account of it, and that I had ap- 
parently ſome reaſon to keep it a ſecret from him, 
lince it did not appear that I had given him the leaſt 


fear 
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fear of giving too great an affliftion to a man, for 
whom ſhe had the moſt tender affection, though ſhe 
had not been happy enough to touch his heart ; that 
ſne knew from his continual confeſſions the lively 
paſſion he was prepoſſeſſed with, and that foreſeeing 
the exceſs of grief to which he would abandon him- 
| ſelf upon diſcovering her death, ſhe had wiſhed to 
inſpire him a little with love, before ſhe opened 
his misfortune to him, with the view of fortifying 
him againſt ſuch unforeſeen ſtrokes; that if I would 
lend my aſſiſtance to her defign, by deferring in con- 
cert with her thoſe diſcoveries that might be ea. 
lily ſuſpended, ſhe did not defpair of triumphing in 
the end over his heart; and that by informing my- 
ſelf of her birth and rank in the world, 1 might 
find perhaps, that ſhe was not altogether unworthy 
of bearing one day the name of ur ſiſter · in· law. 
From theſe words, and a thouſand perſuaſions ſhe 
added to them during the doubt I left her in for ſome 
time by my filence, I pauſed only on the propoſal 
for deferring the diſcovery I was to make my brother 
for as long a time as ſhe wiſhed for the ſucceſs 
of her views. Setting all the reſt aſide, I anſwered 
her, after ſome moments conſideration, that my bro- 
ther thinking his ſpouſe yet alive, his error 
obliged him to the ſame fidelity for his matrimonial 
engagements, and that conſequently I could not enter 
into a combination, which expoſed him to wan- 
der from his duty. But for what reaſon, ſaid J, 
ſhould we take ſo long and fo uncertain a time? Is it 
not more natural, and more conformable to your de- 
fires, to takeadvantage from the diſcovery that we now 
ſtop at, of the preſent reliſh my brother has for 
your merit, and to poſtpone inſpiring him with more 
tender fentiments till after the ſervice you ſhall have 
done him by making your wit and the power of your 
charms help to his conſolation ? Gratitude will 
perhaps procure you that favour, which you Jament 
not to have obtained from his love. The end of theſe 
words had not all my ordinary ſincerity in them; 
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but it was ſufficient at the ſame time that my ſince- 
rity was not injured by them with a woman from 
whom I had nothing to expect but artifice. She 
ſeemed to reliſh my advice, and without informing 
me what means ſhe intended to employ, . ſhe took up- 
on her the charge of acquainting my brother with his 
loſs, and the reaſon of my journey. 


For ſome days I avoided going to her houſe. But, 


whatever method ſhe had choſen to begin with, I 
perceived Patrick did not enjoy his uſual tranquillity 
and not doubting the cauſe of his troubles, I was ſur- 
priſed he did not open himſelf to me by more pro- 
feſſed declarations of his diſquiet. In fine, four 
days had not paſſed over, when returning in the e- 
vening to his houſe, from whence I took care not to 
be abſent, he came up into my apartment with a 
furious air, and his voice being in a manner ſtifled 
by the violence of his agitations, he threw himſelf 
into an elbow chair, where he continued ſome time 
without the power of — a word. He reco- 
vered his ſpeech nevertheleſs, but it was to addreſs 
Heaven with a thouſand complaints of his fate, be- 
fore he once turned his eyes on me. I prevented 
him. What tranſport ! ſaid I, and what have you 
heard terrible enough to diſturb you to this exceſs 2 
Ah! all your conjectures will never come near it, 
anſwered he, redoubling his fury, and if you knew 
with what horrors they come to empoiſon my mind, 
you would deteſt the malice of men, which ſeems ta 
employ itſelf againſt nothing but innocence and vir- 
tue. Hear me, hear me, added he with an air that 
did not promiſe a very coherent diſcourſe, and you 
who 12 honour and virtue your profeſſion, learn 
from the example of another what recompence you 
are to expect for them. Are not all men of honour 
and women of virtue in the world intereſted herein ? 
and mingling his words with a great number of ex- 
clamations, he told me, that Donna Figuerrez, having 
tor many days paſt given him a foreſight of an im- 
portant ſecret, which ſhe ſeemed under a perplexity to 
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impart to him, had at length juſt then made him a 
horrible relation of his wife; that ſuch black impo- 
ſtures had not given him one moment's trouble, 
fince they were not attended wit the leaſt air of 
probability ; that he would make me judge of it my- 
ſelf, me, who had ſo long and familiar an acquain- 
tance with her, and who had always had ſo many 
lights to let me into the bottom of her character; 
that inſtead of that modeſty, which I knew ſhe had, 
and whereof one might ſay ſhe was a finiſhed model 
for her ſex, Donna Figuerrez had aſcribed to her a laſ- 
civious and diſſolute conduct; that they had repre- 
ſented her at Paris as having a reliſh for all ſorts 
of debauchery, ſhe, whom he had left, as I well 
knew, at the Count's caſtle, and who had always pre- 
ferred the ſolitude of the country to her living at Paris. 
But, What he could not repeat without indignation 
and fury, ſhe ſpoke of her as of a woman of intrigue, 
wha was well known by more than one affair of 
gallantry, and who did not pique herſelf upon 
treating her lovers with too t rigour. It was 
Donna Figuerrez, who had vomited out to him all 
theſe horrors, and who had ſo little ſhame as to lay a 
ſtreſs upon them, as upon a piece of important ſervice; 
ſhe, whom he had taken hitherto for his friend, and 
whom he had judged to have as much goodneſs and 
candour, as wit and charms. He could not never- 
theleſs accuſe her of being the author of ſuch a black 
exceſs of calumny, and knowing that ſhe had a cor- 
reſpondence by letters from France, he choſe rather 
to perſuade himſelf, that ſhe had been deceived by 
ſame ſcandalous intelligence : But in the heat where- 
with he was raiſed by ſo many infernal accuſations, 
ſhe-proteſted that ſhe had advanced nothing of which 
ſhe had not the proof and particulars in a number of 
letters. She imagined, continued Patrick, that [ 
ſhould have the credulity to believe her on her 
word. I demanded the proof ſhe offered by her let- 


ters, and I ſhould have been willing indeed to have 
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that durſt ſo impudently truſt the malignity of his 
heart to paper. But what is it come to? Donna 
Figuerrez, having excuſed herſelf a long time under 
the pretence of not ſetting people together by the 
ears, at length pretended to go ſearch for the pre- 
tended letters, and returning the fame inftant with 
diſſembled exclamations, complained of the loſs of 
a caſket wherein all her papers were locked up. 
Judge, added Patrick, what an impreflion ſuch a 
courle artifice muſt make on me. I quitted her im- 
mediately, thinking I did her a favour in not load- 
ing her with injuries; and I have ſworn never to ſee 
her more. RR 

Nevertheleſs, added he, looking on me with a 
mournful eye, is it not true that I am the moſt un- 
happy of all men living? What would this Figuer- 
rez have with me ? at reaſon has induced her 
to deſtroy the reputation of my wife, and to fill 
my imagination with ſuch dreadful chimeras ? Is it 
ſhe who has invented them? Has ſhe in reality re- 
ceived them from the Spaniſh ambaſſador, or from 
ſome other correſpendent ? Ah! if I durſt think that 
Sarah Fincer had been capable of ſuch an unworthy 
revenge I | 

J interrupted him, and this reſpectable name ſeem- 


ed to me to be ſo unſeaſonably mixed among ſuch a a 


number of invectives, that I made him aſhamed 
of a ſuſpicion unworthy of him. I had liſtened pa- 
tiently till now, and refleQing upon every word I 
heard, I found no difficulty in comprehending the 
full meaning of what he had related. It was evident 
to me, that Donna Figuerrez had thought ſhe had taken 
the moſt prudent courſe to prepare him for the 
news of his loſs, by informing him that his wife 
deſerved to be little regretted. The letters ſhe 
would have produced were thoſe I bad in my hands. 
So Patrick, who did not ſee me yu any gn of 


amazement, nor any other mark of diſturbance 


'and heat, but at the name of Sarah Fincer, ap- 


peared to look on me with ſame air of confuſion. - It 
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ſeemed, notwithſtanding all his prepoſſeſſions in favour 
of his wife, that my filence raiſed ſome doubt in his 
heart, and that he waited for my explanations to 
get rid of this uncertainty. And was my perplexity 
much leſs troubleſome ? What could I anſwer him, 
without engaging too far, or without being laid 
under the neceſſity of coming all at once to a point, 
which 1 would willingly avoid till he were properly 
prepared by ſome new and diſcreet management ? Far 
from thinking, as Donna Figuerrez did, that it was 
neceſſary to begin with the infidelity of his wife, I 
had thought it my duty to leave him in eternal igno- 
rance of this odious article; and without havin 

any experimental knowledge of love, I judged, that 
of all lofſes, thoſe that are experienced by perfidy, 
are the moſt mortifying and the moſt cruel, But 
was it poſſible to _ Ir an indiſcretion, which I had 
not in the leaſt foreſeen ? Could I do it at · leaſt with- 
out falſifying truth, which deſerved even yet to,be bet- 


ter huſbanded ? And fince ſooner or later he muſt ine - 


vitably come to the knowledge of the whole, why 
ſhould I negle& an opportunity that Patrick him- 
felf threw in my way, and by which 1 ſhould have 
ſpared him in ſome fort all the troubles he had hi- 
erto felt ? ator 71's 2 | 
Nevertheleſs, the reaſons that had till now hin- 
dered me from this courſe, till continued more for- 


. cible. I found in them even a new motive in the 
injurious doubt he had raiſed in regard to Sarah Fin- 


cer. Being eaſily prepoſſeſſed againſt thoſe whom he 
thought ill diſpoſed to his wife, who could be my 
ſecurity, that he would not have the ſame injuſtice 
for me, and that I ſhould not become odious to him 
alt at once from the only reaſon that I could not 
appear under as much affliction as he for his misfor- 
tune? It ſeemed moreover, that Donna Figuerrez, for 
the readineſs ſhe ſhewed in following my. advice, dil 


not deſerve to remain under the embarraſſment into 


which I had caſt her by keeping her letters; auc 
though her coquetry deſerved whe puniſhed by fom* 
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mortification, yet I had no reaſon to contribute to 
her correction. It depended on me, by cauſing her 
letters to be privately returned, to put her in a con- 
dition not only of juſtifying the truth of her ſtory, 
but of finiſhing all at once the attempt ſhe had un- 
dertaken ; — if there was any fear that Patrick 
ſhould take up too violent a hatred againſt the ſource 
from whence thoſe frightful diſcoveries ſhould come, 
there was yet ſome reaſon to deſire, that his reſent- 
ment ſhould fall on a coquette, who ſought leſs to 
ſerve him, than to gratify her own vanity and am- 
bition by labouring to ſeduce his heart. 

My anſwer then bore ſuch an equivocal turn, 
that Patrick, being eager to lay hold of every thing 


that flattered his notions, ſaw nothing in it but the 


refutation of the injurious ſecret of Donna Figuerrez. 
A huſband, leſs blinded by love, would have had 
ſome miſtruſt of the air aud tone I affected; for 
not only my expreſſions, but all the exterior moti- 
ons that accompanied my voice, were conducted with 
eireumſpection and care enough uot to expoſe me to 
the reproach of having deceived him by falſe ap- 
pearances ; and I reckoned Jeſs upon what I laid be- 
fore him in a favourable light, than upon his diſpo- 
ſition in hearing me: So his reflections themſelves 
had a tendency to the betraying me into danger. I 
could not hear him ſpeak of his happineſs in 
tranſports, and to pretend to be ſo much the more 
happy in proportion as he ftirred up envy enough 
in people to provoke their calumny and ſpight, 
without lamenting his blindneſs, ahd exhorting him 
in a manner openly to moderate the opinion of his 
happineſs, which the inconſtancy of human affairs 
made ſubject to great revolutions and crofſes. No- 


thing was capable of making him have any ſuſpicion 
of his prepoſſeſſions. He ealled me a thouſand times 


as 2 witneſs of the modeſty and virtue of his wife; 
and not giving any attention whether I anſwered or 


not, he continued to hug himſelf in having a — 
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fall to his lot, whoſe prudence was at leaſt equal 10 
her charms. | 

I abandoned to Heaven the care of healing fuch 
powerful prejudices without violence; and the day 
following I employed all my addreſs in procuring the 
ambaſſador's letters to be returned to Donna Figuer- 
rez, without her ſuſpecting to whom ſhe was indebt- 
ed for this reſtitution. I had foreſeen very juſtly 
that ſhe ſhould no ſooner ſee this treaſure again 
in her hands, but. ſhe would give notice of it to 
my brother. He. heſitated whether he would re- 
turn to her houſe again; and informing me of the 
motives he had by intreaty to do ſo, he jeſted with 
me on her obſtinacy, which began to give him a 
ſuſpicion that there was ſome medley of love in it. 
His viſit was ſhort. I ſaw him return, penſive in- 
deed, and his countenance enough dejected to per- 
ſuade me, that his mind was not in a ſtate of tran- 
quillity; but ſo determined nevertheleſs to reject all 
kinds of diſcoveries, that affecting a ſmile, as ſoon 
as he ſaw me, he ſaid in an ironical tone, that he 
had juſt come from ſeeing the maſter-piece of the ma- 
lignity. I have read many letters, added he, which 
indeed contain part of what ſhe has related to me; 
yet you will not have a moment's. doubt, but that 
Donna Figuerrez has had them written ſince yelter- 
day, to repair her imprudence in having been a, little 
too forward. _ | 

I confeſs this great truſt raiſed my embarraſſment te 
the height ; I made no reply but by a motion of my 
head, which did not hinder him from proceeding. 
But, added he, what you will have a difficulty to 
comprehend, it is ſo extraordinary, ſhe has carried 
her aſſurance, ſo far, that being piqued at my refuſal 


to giye my aſſent to what ſhe affirmed, and appa - 
rently to ſtrengthen her calumnies, ſhe maintained to 
my face that my wife is dead. Moved with indig- 
nation in ſpite of me at this ridiculous piece of news, 
1 could not forbear anſwering her moſt ſerioul- 
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and that without doubt ſhe had forgot to have ſeen 
you at her houſe within theſe two days. Sbe told 
me, that you knew, as well as fhe did, of the death of 
my wife, and that I might have' from you the ſame 
aſſurances, This extravagant effrontery made me 
leave her apartment without making any reply, _ 

Notwithſtanding the undiſturbed and ſmiling air 
he yet laboured to maintain, he looked on me fo 
attentively during his diſcourſe, that I ſtood in need 
of all my ieadineſs to keep me from changing 
countenance. I conſidered, as I liſtened to him, what 
tone I ſhould uſe in making him an anſwer; and 
when he had done, I found nothing more ready te 
ſay to him, than to make a ſimple reflection upon the 
ardour of Donna Figuerrez, whoſe motives I aſeri- 
bed to thoſe ſentiments of love, of which ſhe was 
already ſuſpected. My coldreſs, added to the ad- 
dreſs I uſed in avoiding to anſwer him directly, con- 
vinced him ſo well, that all he had come from bear- 
ing were ſo many chimeras, that if he added any 
words, it was only to pity Donna Figuerrez, whole 
bead he imagined to be more diſturbed by an exceſs 
of folly, than her heart was by love. 


If any body - ſhould be ſurpriſed, after I had 


wiſhed he might receive from her thoſe. diſcoveries 
I had ſo much nne to make myſelf, that I 
took no advantage 0 

ned ſo far, and eſpecially when there was no queſ- 
tion but one word from me would finiſh her work; 
| cannot juſtify myſelf but from the aſtoniſhment 
I was in to ſee him as far from opening his eyes, up- 


on his return from her houſe, as he was when he 


went there. In truth, there was need but of one 


word to give him thoſe fatal diſcoveries, againſt 
which he ſo ſtedfaſtly armed himſelf ; but on this 
word hung all the effects that I was in fear of pro- 
ducing. Thus returning to my firſt notions, that 


had brought me into Spain, J reſolved: to wait till 


the ripeneſs of time, and the further removal from 
um of his loſs, ſhould make the enterprize more 
eaſy 


a beginning which ſhe had car - 
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eaſy. It was not indeed a very ſmall advantage to 
ive him room to think at leaſt, that the niisfortune; 


that 1 
had mz 


declared to him were poſſible; and 1 did not doubt IE — 
but that his having had a ſight of them under ſome boy 4 | 
uncertainty, would be a reaſon of conſoling him 8 nil 
more eaſily, when he ſhould find without any doubt 3 h 
that they were only too true. 2 
He broke off all acquaintance with Donna Figuer. W 7. * 
rez, and during ſome weeks of intermiſſion from Mk 7 
his public buſineſs, he propoſed to me to viſit with I tarded. 


him the parts adjacent to Madrid. I conſented free. W g. od 
ly to attend him; but not being able to excuſe my- of, W. 
ſelf from ſeeing again the Spaniſh lady, I ftole ſome ders to 
moments before our departure to acquit myſelf of day we 
that viſit. She was under an extreme impatience to fuer af 


Hear the ſucceſs of her diſcoveries; and I ftruck her reekoner 


ſpeechleſs with aſtoniſhment, by aſſuring her that W it. Not 
they had not made any impreſſion on the mind of WM trick ha- 
my brother. But have you then added nothing, ſaid Duo 
ſhe, to confirm my teſtimony ? She was offended at thouſand 
my fincerity in anſwering her, that very powerful W diſcover 

reaſons, of which I prayed her to ſpare me the long, I 

detail, had made me ſuſpend my. reſolutions ; and WM hafle ; 2 
proteſting to me, that ſhe knew how to take other I ing ſtill 

meaſures to let my brother know, that ſhe had de- perſuadec 
ceived him leſs than J had done, ſhe threw me into 2 late. to « 
new diſturbance, - which I could not get rid of du- upon the 
ring the whole courſe of our journey. I obſerved W ation, d. 
during the laſt converſation, that Patrick had been ſity in th 
more m her affections, than I could have imagined rolled upe 
from a coquette ſo ſubtle and refined, as the Spaniſh object of 
gentleman had deſcribed her to me. She ſpoke to Hof the c 
me of him with ſo tender an air of intereſt ; ſhe ſet ¶ daily furn 
off his good qualities with ſo many praiſes ; ſhe Wwho ende 
appeared ſo afflicted at the opinion he had entertained knowledg 
of her, ſince he had thought her capable of impoling Wlanguiſhm 
on him by calumnies; and ſo piqued againſt me, ¶ not be a]y 


' © whom ſhe with reaſon accuſed of having forſaken I quillity, 
her in the precipice into which I had engaged her, I death, all 


that Vor. I 


— 
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that | could not doubt but the merit of my brother 
had made a real impreſſion on her heart. 
The king's orders, the execution of which de- 


bt Wl tained Patrick in Spain, had been fulfilled by his zeal, 
ne and the ſole cauſe of his flay was the delay of the 
= Spaniſh miniſters, who had fixed him a time remote 
| 


enough to receive their maſter's anſwer, I was in- 
duced, from the fear I had of the menaces of Donna 
Frguerrez, to lengthen out our jaunt to the time in 
which I foreſaw our return into France might be re- 
ith tarded. My brother, to whom I made this propoſat, 
1cliſhed it without penetrating into the motfves there- 
of. We 1-ft one of our ſervants at Madrid, with or- 


me ders to hald our equipages in readineſs againſt the 
of day we had appointed Br our return; and the an- 

to Wl fwer of the court being an affair of moment, we 

— reckoned to begin our journey to France the day after 

ha 


it. Nothing could further flatter the impatience Pa- 
of trick had to ſee Paris again. | 
ſaid During the continuance of our little journey, a 
at WW thouſand circumſtances offered me the opportunity to 
rful WM diſcover myſelf to him; but having deferred it ſo 
the Wl long, I did not think T had any reaſon to be in 
and Hale: and length of time ſince his misfortune add- 
ther ing ſtill weight to the delay by its continuance, I 
de- ¶ perſuaded myſelf in the end, that it would not be too 
to 2 late to come to the laſt diſcoveries, when we were 
du. upon the road from Madrid to Paris. Our conver- 
rvel I ſation, during the jaunt we made to ſatisfy our curio- 
lity in the places adjacent to the capital of Spain, 
ned rolled upon ſubjects quite oppoſite to the priacipal 
ani N object of which I was full. The natural qualities 
e to Hof the country, their policies, religion, learning, 
e ſet I daily furniſhed over- abundant matter to two travellers, 
who endeavoured. by their application to acquire ſome 
ained I knowledge. We had not a moment's trial of the 


oling Wlnguiſhment of tirefomeneſs. Nevertheleſs, I could 

me, not be always near Patrick, and ſee him in ſuch tran- 

ſaken I quillity, without lamenting his ſituation. Sorrow, 
= death, all the violent paſſions ſeemed to me without 
tha 
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ceaſing to flutter about him, with a cruel eagerneſs te 
find an entrance into his heart. I had this melancholy 
ſpectacle perpetually before my eyes, and in the bit. 
terneſs I felt from it, my love and zeal made me of. 
ten addreſs my ardent prayers to heaven, which colt 
me a double effort to conceal from my unfortunate 
brother. 

Our ſcheme being executed without any obſtacles, 
we quitted Madrid mot as ſeon as we arrived there; 
and our diligence to haſten our journey was propor- 
tioned to Patrick's ardour to ſee once more what he 
held moſt dear. It was time to think that delays, diffi 

- ulation, lenitives themſelves, could be no longer 
my uſe to me. It was not neverthelc> the firſt day 
of our journey that I undertook the ſorrowful office, 
which for a long time had been the torment of my 
heart. I let eight days of it paſs over, which I em- 
ployed as much in overcoming my repugnances, as in 
preparing my expreſſions. It ſeemed to mt, that it was 
gaining ſomething to defer it. In fine, a little village, 
wherein bad weather obliged us to paſs the night, 
ave me that opportunity which I had before a thou- 
fand times rejected, by the philoſophical turn our 
converſation took there. I interrupted Patrick in the 
midſt of an excellent reflection, and forſeeing the 
2 to which what he had already ſaid might lead 
im, ſtop, dear brother, ſaid I with a deep ſigh, and 
make no difficulty of telling me your mind fincerely: 
Are you ſenſible of all the courage and ſteadineſs 
that appear in your principles ; and do you think, that 
the practice of ſo high a philoſophy does not ſurpaſs 
your ſtrength? He ſeemed to be ſurpriſed at this quel- 
tion. Nevertheleſs, without heſitating on his anſwer, 
Perhaps, ſaid he, I cannot promiſe you, that I have the 
ſame Treagth and vigour of mind every moment of 
the day; and I remember a thouſand fatal occaſions, 
in winch I have found myſelf more feeble than my 
maxims: But in an inſtant ſuch as this, filled as I an 
with all the ideas we have juſt debated, and in the 
degree of heat with which they have 2 — 
| realon, 


reaſon, 
myſelf :; 
added I 
courage, 
(and E 
delays |} 
I have fo 
in which 
I will ot 
ſome mo! 
to know, 
thy of yi 
the accu 
continued 
been cap; 
air of tro 
ſweetneſs, 
countenar 
him from 
word ; By 
fats and 


miſtruſt m 
Figuerrez, 
greater pa 
| imſelf, e 


lt of his 


ut thruſti: 
econd mot 
be firſt, to 
be real ſtre 
um to put 
is hand w 
ack with 1 


d throwir 


Jes and (tr, 
ned a 1 
ching one 


> with o 


le other. | 


The Dean of CoLERAINE., I23 


| WH reaſon, there are few trials which I ſhould not think 
' WH myſelf able enough to refit. Ah! Dear Patrick, 
added I, make then a good uſe this moment of your 
courage. I have concealed it from you with regret ; 
land heaven is my witneſs, that all my diſſembling and 
e delays had no other ſource than the tender friendſhip 
| have for you ;) but you are drawing near the moment, 
in which you will have it cleared up to you, whether 
I will or not. Your wife is dead, and has been ſo for 
ſome months paſt; and if it be any conſolation to you 
to know, that her conduct has not rendered her wor- 
thy of your affliction, I confirm at leaſt one part 4 
the accuſations of Donna Figguerrez. I ſhould har 
continued, if the motion I ſaw him make had not 
been capable of inſpiring me with terror. A furious 
air of trouble and deſpair at firſt chaſed away that 
ſweetneſs, which was the natural ornament of his 
countenance ; which nevertheleſs, did not hinder 
vas him from lending all his attention even to my laſt 
ge, word: But having in appearance joined together the 
ht, facts and proofs of them, not ſeeing any pretence to 
ou- ¶ miſtruſt me, and recollectiag all the accounts of Donna 
our ¶figuerrez, of which I had ſo preciſely confirmed the 
the greater part, he loſt for a moment all government of 
the Whinſelf, even ſo far as to clap his hand haftily on the 
lead hilt of his ſword, as if he had thought of nothing 
and Wt thruſting it into his own heart. I could aſcribe his 
ely : Wecond motion, by which he ſupported himſelf againſt 
inels Whe firſt, to nothing but the aſſiſtance of heaven, or 


that Whe real ſtrength of his mind ; for I was too far from 
pals Wim to put a ſtop to ſo bold a tranſport. If he put 
quel- Wis hand with ſo much fury to his ſword, he drew it 
Wer, ck with the ſame air after a moment's reflection; 
e * d throwing himſelf on the firſt chair, lifting up his 
At 0 


yes and ſtretching out his hands to heaven, he con- 
nued a long time without ſpeaking one word, or 
tching one ſigh. I came near him; he thruſt me 


tons, 
1 my 


I a Wick with one hand, whilſt he covered his eyes with 
a ” te other. One would have taken him for a criminal, 
m 


wo was under the terrors of his own conſcience 
F 2 and 


eaſon; 
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and the crime of another raiſed in him as much hor. 


ror as his own could have done, had he been guilty. I ad 
The motion of his hand did not at all eſcape my that of 
obſervation, and convinced by that which immediately $0 in v 


ſucceeded it, that he had rejected the firſt tranſport I wotion 

of his heart, I made no haſte in ſhewing any deſire which | 

of diſſipating the grief and confuſion in which I fay big wit 

him ſwallowed up. Theſe were thoughts from ardour | 
whence I apprehended no longer the ſame violence, my mia 

J affected even to obſerve for a long time a mournſu] ther he 
ſilence, to give him room to perceive, that I fincere]y zeal. , ] 

took a ſhare in his grief; and that if I had ſhewed a himſelf 
cruelty in cauſing them, I had began much ſooner than any affe 

he to feel them. F expected, that after having abandoned ſight in 

| himſelf inwardly to the full impreſſion of a firoke would n 

ſo terrible, he would begin to addreſs me with juſt neverthe 
imprecations agaiuſt her perfidy, or complaints more liberty 0 
ſorrowful and tender, which I ſhould take care how! diſcourſe 

. oppoſed or condemned ; but riling after a quarter of My hop 
an hour's filence, and continuing to cover his eyes morning, 
with his hand, he made a ſign to his valet de chambre, that his 
whom I had already called to attend him, to ſhew that I w; 
him into the room where he was to paſs the night, nit furt 


As he went by me he made a reſpe&ful bow, which moderatic 
encouraged me to uſe ſome perſuaſions to detain bim. being th 
The ſame ſign of his hand, by which he-had already I e 8, ne 
removed me from him, gave me to underſtand, that troubles x 
it was in vain I ſhould attempt to follow him. I gate bis valet « 
orders to his ſervants to remove from him all his arms, CER fen 
and every thing elſe that ſometimes ſerve too readily y chane, 
as a relief to grief. wa ſcar 
Having retired to my chamber, to what a ee him, a 
exceſs of bitterneſs did I not deliver myſelf up! nuch har 
What exclamations did I not uſe? What tender ne that w 

and doleful cries did I not addreſs to heaven ? Oh: "on of m 
brother, worthy of a better fate? What ſweetnels * eaſt] 
would you not have found in my compaſſion, it you 1 he hac 
had ſeen all the exceſs of it, or if it were any con- 2 ent tra! 
ſolation to you under your extreme misfortune to ſe red not | 
a tender heart, who ſhares it with you? . = 
95 | 1 Y * I added uerced Wi 
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I added to the orders I had given his. ſervants 
that of _— at the door of his chamber, and to 


, go in without affecting to do it on purpoſe, at the leaſt 
: motion they ſhould hear. During the whole night, 
e chich E ſpent on my knees before heaven, my heart 
„big with groans, that vented themſelves only by the 
5 ardour of my prayers, it came a thouſand times into 

f my mind to go and furprize him, and make him, whe- 
der he would or not, receive the aſſiſtances of my 
i zeal., But I knew his humour incapable of betraying 

| 2 


himſelf outwardly, when his mind was taken up with 
any affection; jealous in ſolitude even of the moſt 

à Wl fight intereſts capable of moving his heart; how then 
n would my importunity redouble his grief? I expected 
" nevertheleſs, that he would the next day grant me the 
l liberty of ſeeing him, and I had already prepared a 
diſcourſe ſuitable to my ſentiments and his ſituation. 


1 My hopes were vain. Coming to his door in the 
"WH morning, I was informed by his valet de chambre, 
= that his deſire was to remain abſolutely alone, and 
* that I was not excepted out of this order. I did not 
bt inſiſt further on ſeeing him, contented enough with the 
fich moderation he had paſſed the night in; his fGghs 
being the only noiſe he made. All the day was to 
= me a new exerciſe of compaſſion and grief, My 
* troubles redoubled in the evening, upon hearing from 
— his valet de chambre, that he was attacked by a dan- 


gerous fever, and that upon touching his hands, as if 
wr by chance, he had found them ſo burning, that he 
01") Wi could: ſcarce bear the heat. I made a new attempt to 
lee him, and if he did not reje& my propoſal with too 
woch harſhneſs, yet he ordered an anſwer to be given 

me that was a law even more powerful for the affec- 
Oben of my heart. He ordered me to be told, that he 

oould eaſily fancy how highly I was moved at his grief, 


ound he had a jult ſenſe of my compaſſion ; but in the 
| * nolent tranſports he had to combat with, he was re- 
- oled not to go out of his chamber but dead, or in a 


late of tranquillity, All the compaſſion I was 
| 3ded perced with did not hinder me from ſmiling tenderly 
F 3 at 
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at this anſwer. I choſe to truſt him to the excellente 
of his natural temper ; being as ſure that he would 
render himſelf worthy of the protection of heaven, 
as I was that heaven would not abandon ſo much in- 
tegrity and goodneſs, | 
We had already paſſed a day and two nights in 
a miſerable place, where we..carce found the conve- 
niences moſt neceſſary for life. In the morning of 
the ſecond day, going out of the.inn to take the air, 
I ſaw at a diſtance a chaiſe driving in poſt-hatte ; be- 
fore and after which, were many ſervants on horſe- 
back, who gave an air of importance to the owner 
of the equipage. A motion of curioſity having made 
me wait to obſerve the retinue as it paſſed by me, [ 
was ſurpriſed to hear myſelf called by name, and ſtill 
much more to ſee Donna Figuerrez appear at the boot 
of the chaiſe, who added divers * of joy and 
friendſhip to the cries by which ſhe endeavoured all 
at once to make herſelf known to me, and to ſtop her 
oſtilion. ; 
Although in my firſt thoughts I looked on her ap- 
pearance as an unſeaſonable and croſs accident, I could 
not nevertheleſs refuſe her thoſe compliments that [ 
owed as much to our acquaintance as her ſex. She 
was earneſt in aſking whether my brother was with 
me. I muſt have done too great a violence to truth 
to conceal it. I anſwered, that we arrived together at 
that village, and that a ſudden diforder, which fixed 
bim to his bed, obliged us to ftay there. Then recol- 
lecting immediately the vexation ſhe muſt have felt to 
have paſſed in his eyes, as the author or accomplice 
of a multitude of calumnies, I thought that chance 
having thus brought her on our heels, I ought to take 
advantage of the opportunity to repair the ſhare I had 
in her trouble. It entered readily into my firſt re- 
ſlections, that ſince ſne had ſhewn ſuch a great eſtcen 
and reliſh for my brother, her zeal might be of ſome 
ſervice to his conſolation ; and from all theſe notions 
I concluded, that without injuring decency, I migb 
invite her to alight, and repoſe herſelf a moment 1 
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the ſame place: O heaven! cried ſhe out immedi- 
ately, Do you doubt that my journey is not at an end, 
when I have met with what made me undertake it ? 
This village is my limit, fince I find you here. 
And giving me her hand to help her out, ſhe em- 
braced me with as much affection and ardour, as if 
ſhe had taken me for the object of her journey and 

| careſſes. 

| She began by expoſtulating with me on the wrong 

| I had done her, as much in having left my brother 
in an error, which ſhe took to heart from the lofs 


r Wl of his eſteem, as in obliging him ſo ſpeedily to leave 


Madrid, that he had negle&ed to take leave of a 
reat number of his belt friends, 1 interrupted 
er complaints by my' apologies that I thought 
I owed her-on the firſt particular, and confeſſed, 
without going about the bush, that if I was guil- 
ty of any thing at Madrid, I had repaired my 
fault within theſe two days by the diſcovery I 
had made my brother. You will judge, ſaid I, by 
the condition you are going to fee my brother in, 
of the reaſons I had to delay my diſcovery, Her 
impatience increaſing, ſhe ſpoke of nothing but being 
ſhewed directly to his chamber; but I moderated 
this heat by informing her, that he could not be 
ſeen but 'with great precautions, and that I myſelf, 
who flattered myſelf with being beloved, had been 
two days ſolliciting leave to fee him. She pro- 
miſed me to obſerve the ſame meaſures, and fol- 
lowing me on foot to the-ipn, ſhe had time to relate 


have three motives for this journey, ſaid ſhe with 
thoſe graces that never forſook her, and I confeſs 
that I ftood in need of the firſt to ſerve as a veil to 
cover the other two. The ambaſſador being my 
neareſt relation, I anticipated a deſign I had a 
long time of taking the opportunity of his embaſ- 
tion ge to make a journey to Paris. But why ſhould I 
nightWGiſemble ? I have the image of your brother in my 
nt ia beart: I cannot be comforted under the opinion he 

te _ F 4 has 


the motives that _—_ her to come to France. I © 
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has conceived of me, I would go to the end of the 
world to follow him, and prevail on him to do 
juſtice to my intentions. You, who have drawn on 
me his hatred, are not you obliged, added ſhe, to 
uſe means to convince him of my innocence? I could 
not diſown but that this was a duty incumbent on 
me, and had been at length fulfilled by my diſcovery 
to my brother. We arrived at the inn. I ſent a mel. 
ſage to Patrick to know if he would receive our vi- 
fit, The name of Donna Figuerrez, and her unex- 
pected arrival, awakened him from his deadly hea- 
vineſs. He not only reproached himſelf for having 
treated her with ſcorn, but calling to mind all the 
meaſures ſhe had. obſerved in giving him the firſt 
news of his misfortune,' he with that gratitude, that 
he thought due to her friendſhip, reſumed all the 
ſentiments of efteem that he ever had for her merit; 
Nevertheleſs, he contented” himſelf to give her theſe 
aſſurances by his valet de chambre; and excuſing 
himſelf on the ſcore of his diſorder, with which {he 
could not doubt but he was afflited, he prayed her 
to take in good part his excuſes for not admitting 
be 
She did not ſeem offended at this refuſal : On the 
contrary, lamenting her fituation, of which ſhe drew 
a ſorrowful picture, ſhe ſaid to me in a tone that 
already ſuppoſed a familiarity well eſtabliſhed : Ah! 
My dear dean, we will wait until he conſents to ſee 
us, and we will have the pleaſure of thinking that 
he knows we are very near him. I did not oppoſe 
her reſolution to ſtay with us. The ſolitude of Pa- 
trick could not continue ſo long as he ſeemed to pro- 
pole to himſelf. - The king's affairs neceſſarily called 
him to St Germain; and if his fever ſhould not 
become a diſtemper important enough to. juftify his 
delay, I knew, that having given notice to the king 
-of our departure from Madrid; he muſt be perſuaded 
his majeſty would count the days of our journey. 
charged his valet to put him in mind of this par- 
ticular, and I even looked upon this advice as a mat. 
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ter that would give me room to make a judgment of 
the depth and danger of his wounds. He made no 
anſwer to the meſſage of his valet de chambre, as if 
he had been equally inſenſible to the cares of his duty 
and his life. | 

This obſtinacy appeared to me to be ſo dangerous 
an effect of his grief, that I began to conſider more 
ſeriouſly on the means of drawing him out of 
his lethargy ; but the day was not ended before 
Donna Figuerrez, more dextrous, or leſs reſerved 
than I, had found means to be admitted into his 
chamber, and relying on the familiarity in which ſhe 
had lived with him a long time, obtained by her inſi- 
nuating carriage, as Ros as by the ſurpriſe her pre- 
ſence had raiſed in him, to oblige him patiently to 
hear her. She informed me herſelf, when ſhe came 
from him, what paſſed in this converſation. He had 
made her very humble amends for the difficulty he 


had ſhewed in giving credit to her teſtimony ; and 


ſpeaking of his misfortune, like a man who did not 
hope to ſurvive it, he prayed her to charge me with 
a commiſſion, which, ſaid ſhe, he had. not the pow- 
er to acquit himſelf of in perſon. The fight of the 
dean, did he ſay, is a torment more infupportable 
to me than death. He triumphs without doubt, in 
the ſubject of my troubles. I always found him 
in a conſtant oppoſition to my marriage. He 
muſt for the ſame reaſon have wiſhed to ſee it turn 
out unluckily. And how will he ever perſuade me, 
that having my wife before his eyes, and being a 
witneſs of her conduct, he might not have given 
an oppoſition to every thing that you have related 
to me of her irregularities? he, to whom the voice 
of a cenſor is ſo natural, and who has all his life 
made it his ſtudy to vex and perplex his family by the 
excels of his morals! Depend upon it, he has taken 
a malicious pleafure in ſeeing my wife fall by de- 
prees, and in reality hugs himſelf at an effect that 
ſeems to prove the ſuperiority of his views to mine: 
| do. not, continued he, intruſt this with you 28.2 


Fx ſecret ;, 
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ſecret ; tell him from me, that I cannot have the 
courage to reproach a brother; but that I am ſure 
I ſhall never pardon him. And, as I have the charge 
of the king's affairs, which conſiſt only in putting 
into his hands the treaty I have juſt made in his 
name with the court of Spain, deſire my brother 
to finiſh my commiſſion, by carrying it to the court 
of St Germain. 1 ſhall owe him a double obligation, 
by delivering me from his preſence, and procuring me 
the liberty of flying equally from the fight of all 
mankind, with whom I will not any further have the 
leaſt commerce. 

Donna Figuerrez, flattered by the confidence he 
had expreſfed for her in thefe words, and without 
doubt foreſeeing, that to cure him of his melancholy, 
as much as to aid the defign ſhe had in gaining his 
heart, it would be more eaſy in my abſence to em- 
ploy all her wit and artifice, had made no anſwer 
otherwiſe than by approving his intentions, and 
exhorting him not to change them. In giving me 
this account, wherein ſhe affected not to ſoften any 
thing that was mortifying in it by the leaſt com- 
pliment, ſhe endeavoured to perſuade me alſo, that 
reſt and ſolitude being what was moſt ſuitable to 
his fituation, I ought to agree to the ſatisfaction 
he required, and repoſe on her the care of calm- 
ing his mind. Then, thinking to give a greater 
probability to this promiſe by a formal confeſſion of 
her affections, ſhe declared to me, that not think- 
ing herfelf unworthy of the love of a man of ho- 
nour, her hope was to merit that of my brother by 
all the marks ſhe could give him of a virtuous pal- 
ſion, to bring him, if it were poſſible, one day or 
other to grant her the name of his ſpouſe. You 
ſhall, ſaid ſhe, ſee me engaged from this view not 
only to ſpare nothing for the recovery of his health 
and repoſe, but to bring kim to change his diſpoſi- 
tion towards you, and to make a merit in conſerr- 
ing peace and amity in your family. Go, my 


dear dean, take charge of the commiſſion he turns 
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over to you, and do not doubt but by my diligence 
you ſhall find him ſuch as he ought to be towards 
ou, when we meet at Paris; for you may judge 
well, added ſhe ſmiling, that I will make him lay aſidg, 
his hatred for the world, and his. reſolution of fly,. 


ing it. 
With whatever peeviſhneſs I liſtened to this long 
diſcourſe, I found myſelf leſs afflicted at the injuſlice 
of my brother, which friendſhip made me immediately 
look on as the raving of a ſick heart and mind, than 
I was piqued at the preſumption of a woman, whom 
I never had ſeen four times in my life. How could 
ſhe arrogate to- herſelf the right of regulating my 
conduct and the intereſts of my family? Patrick 
had been her friend, and I could comprehend well 
enough, that during more than four months he had 
paſſed at Madrid, having deen few days without ſee- 
ing her familiarly,' he might have placed in her a 
confidence, and made her ſome overtures upon which 
ſhe might build a part of her hopes. But was ſhe - 
already ſo ſure of his love, as to think herſelf autho- 
rized to aſſume an empire over every thing that re- 
lated to him; and on the other hand could ſhe faney, 
that I had any other dependence on my brother, 
than that of an affection of blood and zeal for re- 
ligion? Perhaps a little ſpice of jealouſy had taken 
poſſeſſion of him in this reſentment; but could I 
think it juſt, when I conſidered, that Patrick had 
groomed to a ſtranger thoſe marks of confidence and 
riendſhip, which he had refuſed to me? The ſu- 
ſpicion he had of my ſentiments appeared pardonable 
in the firſt agitations of his grief; but I could not 
paſs over his abandoning bimfalf to his injuſtice, even. 
to the making a noiſe of it by a behaviour ſo ſevere 
as his ” ras 4 In fine, far from yielding to the pro- 
poſal made me on his part, I proteſted to Donna Fi- 
guerrez, that nothing ſhould oblige. me to conſent to 
forſake him.a moment, and that I would not do him. 
ſo much wrong as to finiſh a commiſſion, , d wii 
the king could expect an account. only from the paliya 
he had charged with it. | 7 
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Without doubt Donna Figuerrez had made a merit 
with him by the offenſive exactneſs with which ſhe 
had reported to me his expreſſions; and I durſt not 
warrant it, that ſhe had not added fomething to mine, 
with a view of poiſoning my anſwer. The reſt of 
the day. paſſed over without any incident, and I 
ſpent it only in reflecting upon the unhappy reward 
of my zeal, which had yet drawn from my brother 
nothing but vexations and mortifications. Towards 
midnight, at the time when the bitterneſs of my 
thoughts had baniſhed ſleep from my eyes, I heard 
the noiſe of horſes and carriages, which I took for 
the equipage of ſome traveller. The kind of reſt 
I enjoyed from the liberty I had at leaſt of giving 
mylelf up to my ſorrowful reffections, was not di- 
ſturbed by the noiſe, eſpecially as I had not the leaſt 
miſgiving of the new afflictions that threatened me. 
But on my upriſing, which was a little late, occaſioned 


by the reſtleſs night I had paſfed, Jacin, my old 


valet, informed me, that Patrick was gone away with 
all his ſervants, and that he had left a letter for me, 
which was not delivered to Jacin himſelf till he had 
got ont of bed. I opened it with all the trouble 
that ſuch an information could cauſe me. 
raiucd in a few lines, that not being able to bear 
the world, nor me, nor himſelf, he was going to retire 
into ſome folitude, where he would have no further 
acqueintance but with mute and infenfible beings, 
who would not be capable of perſecuting and betray- 
ing him. He had left, added he, in his chamber a 
eaſket, in which I ſhould: find the inſtruments that he 
ought to have delivered to the wy with fome 1n- 
fruaion he had added to them for me, and that 
they would be ſufficient for me to anfwer, as fully as 
he himſelf could, the expectations of that prince. He 
prayed me to make his excuſes to him, building ſo 
much on his goodneſs, as not to doubt but he would 
find them juſt. | n E bit. 

I had not the leaſt doubt but Donna Figuerrez was 
gone with him, and this thought increaſing my _ 
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J let fall before Jacin a thouſand complaints, which 
made him diſcover” one part of my troubles. In re- 
gard to Donna Figuerrez, he immediately informed 
me, that ſhe was yet buried in ſleep, and he was 
much deceived, if ſhe had been better informed than 
I of the departure of my brother. I found my 
courage revive upon this aſſurance, and forming 
immediately a defign, which would pleaſe me as 


much in relation to Donna Figuerrez, by giving me 


the opportunity of an innocent revenge on her, as 
on the part of my brother, by giving me ſome hopes 
of being uſefu} to him in ſpite of himſelf, I gave or- 
ders to Jacin immediately to put the horſes to my 


chaiſe. I was reſolved to be gone on the ſpot, that 


is to ſay, before the Spaniſh lady ſhould awake, and 
to follow Patrick with fo much haſte, that having no 
other road to go than that of the poſt, I ſhould over- 
take him before the. end of the day. — 

My orders were executed. I left the inn before 
Donna Figuerrez had called her ſervants, and pufhing 
my revenge as far as I thought I could without in- 
juring charity, I charged. one of her train, as I got 
into my chaiſe, to tell her, that ſhe owed me tome 
thanks for the care I had taken of not difturbing her 
reſt, When I had ſuppoſed, that the fame motive; 
that had made her quit Spain had induced: her im- 
mediately to follow us upon the track, I was ſure, 
that there were not horſes enough to be got at the 
poſt houſe to furniſh her for her journey before the 
return of ours, and I conſequently reckoned that we 
ſhould get the ſtart of her ſo far, that ſhe would find ie 
difficult to overtake us. 

This way of reaſoning ſuppoſed nevertheleſs, that 
Patrick would purſue the road to- Paris, out of which 
he could not always find regulated poſts for a com- 
munication to other towns. With this thought I 
purſued forward as far as Orleans ; "ecaltingglly in- 
quiring at what diſtance he was before me, and if 
de had ſhewed no deſign of going out of thes road. 
ik was at Orleans J loſt the track of him. They in- 


formed 


"if 
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. bormed me at the poſt-houſe that he had come there 


three or four hours before me, and that having com- 


mitted his chaiſe, and ſome other parts of his equi- 


page, to the care of the maſter of the houſe, he had 
away on foot with three ſervants he had in 
is train. I quitted the deſign of continuing my 
journey, and thinking of nothing further than to dif. 
cover him, I flattered myſelf that his care would not 
require any long ſearch in the provincial town, 
In the mean time, having to no purpoſe employed a 
part of the day, I learned towards evening, that he 
had hired a boat, into which he and ene of his ſer- 
vants went, having diſmiſſed the other two; and that 
not diſcovering himfelf either as to the place he was 
bound to, nor even the time that would be neceilary 
for his paſſage, they could not give me any other in- 
formation till the return of the boatmen. 

What a new ſubject of embarraſment Prudence 
would not permit me to proceed further at a hazard. 
I was obliged to wait two days for a diſcovery 
which I could not get but by the way propoſed to me. 
I paſſed theſe days in a thouſand alarms, which the 
uncertainty of their duration yet rendered more 
cruel. At length the boatmen arrived, to put an 
end to them fackily. They had conducted Pa- 
trick to a benedictine abbey ſome leages from 
Orleans, ſituated on the banks of the Loire, and had 
returned very well contented with his mildneſs and 
liberality. - Not being able te obtain any other in- 
formations, they only inflamed the deſire I had of 
overtaking him. Could his deſpair, ſaid I, have 
made him think of breaking abſolutely with the 
world, and be capable of burying himſelf in ſoli- 
tude with a deſign never to come out of it, I ſhould 
think ill of the reſolution formed thus in the midſt of 
his grief, and ſhould apprehend bad conſequences 
from it. Theſe great ſacrifices ought to be the fruits 
of a quiet meditation. Reaſon and grace would be but 


little able to ſupport a violent choice, when they were 
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not the fruits of iuſpiration. I haſtened to be gone 
with the ſame boatmen that had carried him. 


PON my arrival at the abbey, I was informed 


at the gate, that Patrick had preſented himſelf 


to. the ſuperior under a name different from his 
own, He had not concealed his country nor his 
birth; but confeſſing that extraordinary troubles 
having driven him in queſt of ſolitude, he requeſted 
it as a favour, that they would not attempt to dive 


further into them, and on his fide he had promiſed, 


that he would give no trouble to the houſe. by the 
kind of life he propoſed to lead. Having agreed for 
the price of his penſion, he pitched upon, the moſt ſo- 
litary and remote apartment in the houſe. \The 
neighbourhood of a very thick wood had flattered 
his melancholy. He cauſed ſome books to be brought 
to him there, which he deſcribed by their titles; and 
agreeing with the ſuperior, that he would not be 
diſturbed by any perſon in the world in this retreat, 
if he did not ſometimes requeſt ſuch an amuſement him- 
ſelf, he ſhut himſelf up in it in a graceful manner, to- 
gether with his valet de chambre, an hour after his ar- 
arrival, | 

As an event ſo extraordinary had made a good 
deal of noiſe in the houſe, they could not hear 
that I was inquiring after it with muck curioſity, 
without expreſſing as much earneſtneſs to ſee and 


hear me. My delign had been to ſend for the 
ſuperiar 
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ſuperior, and learn from his own mouth what I 
feared I had only an imperfe& information of be. 
fore; but the porter, whom 1 was yet talking to, 
ſhewed him to me ſtanding among others, whom cu- 
rioſity had brought towards me. I took him aſide 
with a good dea 6f precaution, in order that the reſt 
ſhould not ſee me; being apprehenſive leaſt the im- 
preſſion of ſo remarkable a figure as mine might con- 
tinue in their minds, and from thence Patrick might 
ſooner or latter come to underſtand that I had Ale 
vered the place of his retreat, and had come to the 
monaſtery two days after him. From the firſt no- 
tion I had taken of his project upon the porter's re- 
lation, far from finding it contrary to reaſon, I Was 
convinced he might draw great advantage from it for 
the eftabliſhment of his repoſe ; and I had taken vp a 
reſolution not only to avoid diſturbing him By my 
viſit in the firſt experiment of his ſolitude, but to 
leave him even ignorant that I had travelled ſo cloſe 
on his heels. Yet I was well pleafed to make an ac- 
quaintance with the ſuperior, as well to aſſure my- 
ſelf of the means of receiving news from him regularly, 
as to engage him by my civilities to centribute all in 
his power to the recovery of my brother. Without 
diſcovering myſelf more than he did as to our name, 
and without as much as acquainting him how near ! 
Was related to him by blood, I omitted nothing that 
might make him dear and reſpectable to the communi- 
ty; and I had the fatisfaction of learning from the 
fuperior, that at firſt fight he had taken all the ſenti- 
ments of reſpe& and friendſhip for him. 

My heart was ſo comforted by this happy diſco- 
very, that daring to promiſe myſelf already the molt 
agreeable fruits Fom it, I thought of nothing but ge- 
ing immediately to Paris to haffen the effects of them. 
Knowing the natural goodneſs and piety of the king, 
I had no fear that he would be offended at the choice 
my brether had made ; and I had not the leaſt doubt, 
but that with the inſtructions Patrick had left me 1 


mould eaſily ſupply his abſence. But I found more 
| | pleaſurz 
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1 pleaſure yet in foreſeeing that ſolitude, reſtoring 
him by little and little to that tranquillity of mind and 
heart, which he had for a long time loſt, his rea- 
ſon would ſooner or later aſſume ſtrength enough to 
make him ſenfible of what he owed to Sarah Fincer, 
. and to diſpoſe him at length to re-eſtabliſh her in all 
the rights that her rival had uſurped. I for- 
bore fearing any thing on the account of Donna 


fy ſhe had, all the prudence ſhe had not, to attack the al 
heart of Patrick with ſuch forcible arms, I ſhould | {| 
propoſe to myſelf to act ſo vigoroully in favour of the | 
unfortunate Sarah, and by ways to which he was na- | 


5? turally ſo ſenſible, that I thought myſelf already al- | 1 


„ Figuerrez. I had no doubt but ſhe had continued . 
i her journey, and ſince I had left her, I could | 
. not defend myſelf from a fear that continually 
a troubled me on the road. If I had in Spain but 
: little dreaded the love ſhe might have inſpired 
2 my brother with; (becauſe being there, as it were, on ö q 
Ky the theatre of her diſorderly courſes, I might eve- 1 
Ke ry moment take off the veil from the eyes of Patrick, ig 
and Jet him know, either by my own account, or by f. 
, the relations of a number of others, that her conduct Fl 
0 rendered her unworthy of the hand of a man of ho- _ 
nour;) I had not the ſame reſource in France: |; 
Fo On the contrary I apprehended, that the diſtinction, WH 
with which her perſonal merit, and the quality of Wil 
k relation. to the ambaſſador was about making her mul. 
* ſhine in at Paris, was not ſo capable of dazzling the b 
g eyes of Patrick, as her removal from Madrid would j 
[ without doubt be to ſhut them againſt thoſe reproaches { 
* and accuſations, which it would be difficult for me | 
i. there to make good by proofs. The choice he 41 
W had made diflipated all my miſtruſts. He had but ** 
i. little affection for her, ſince his confuſion and grief | 7 
had made him capable of leaving her without regret ; 4 1 
and though ſhe ſhould join to all the charms I knew : ; 
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1 entertained myſelf with thoſe thoughts on my 
return to Orleans, where I had left my chaiſe, 
when putting into the banks of the Loire to get out of 
the boat, I ſaw Donna Figuerrez come out 1 neigh. 
bouring, houſe, attended by her ſervants, who im- 
mediately came up to me with as much joy to ſee 
me again, as [I felt vexation at this meeting. I im- 
mediately underſtood what brought them there, 
Having purſued my brother's ſteps and mine, they 
had ditorered, as I did, at the poſt-houſe of Orleans, 
that Patrick had left there his chaiſe ; and an eager- 
neſs to find him out had laid hold of Donna Figuerrez, 
After a great many haſty ſearches, ſhe came, as I had 
done, to get ſome imperfect accounts of him on the 
banks of the Loire. The boatmen, who had carried 
him to the abbey, not having had time at their re- 
turn to relate the circumſtances of their voyage, be. 
cauſe my haſte to make them go back the way they 
came, had not allowed them one moment to reſt, 
Donna Figuerrez could from thence gather nothing 
clear and certain of the end of our journey. She 
waited, as I had done before her, 'til they ſhould 
return, to aſk them ſome queſtions; and although ſhe 
had reaſon to be diffident of my preſence, yet it ne- 
ver came into her mind, that I had the leaſt intereſt in 
concealing frum her the road my brother went. 

Nevertheleſs, as-much joy as I ſaw in her counte- 
nance, as much was I mortified at this meeting ; and 
in my firſt perplexity not thinking on any thing rea- 


dy enough to deliver me, I turned about to the two 


I boatmen, to whom I promiſed double the ſum I had 
agreed for my paſſage, if they would keep the ſecret 
two days. Even this-precaution not appearing to 
me ſufficient, I deſired them to follow me, under 
8 of paying them at the place where I had 
eft my chaiſe; and I gave orders to my valet to 
carry them there, whilſt I ſhould ſtop a moment with 
Donna Figuerrez, whom it was impoſſible to avoid. 
Indeed ſhe was already ſo near me, that having 
- made me ſome haſty reproaches on my — 
| and 
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and continuing with the ſame nimbleneſs of tongue 
to alk 'me- where I had left my brother, I could find 
no other medium, between the neceſſity of be- 
_ my ſecret, or of deceiving her by a lye, than 
to declare to her bluntly enough, that ſhe aſked me an 
idle queſtion. She was offended at my anſwer ;. but 
as if my firſt harſhneſs had diſpoſed me further to 
obſerve no meaſures with her, I reproached her 
ſo briſkly for the indecency of the motive that 
made her go in queſt of Patrick, that in the 
confuſion ſhe felt at ſome of my words,” ſhe ſtood 
ſpeechleſs, and fell into tears, which ſhe wiped 
away with her handkerchief. I was left alone by 
the departure of Jacin and the boatmen. One of 
her ſervants, affronted at the inſult I had offered 
his miſtreſs, advanced fiercely, and treating me with 
an aſſurance that ſurpriſed me from a ſervant, 
ſeemed only to wait for a word of her mouth, or a 
wink of her eye, to follow his abuſive language 
with blows. His violence affrighted me. But Donna 
Figuerrez commanded him to be filent, with an air of 
authority, that obliged him to be fo all at once; 
and ſhe even threatened to puniſh his impudence, that 
made him fail in reſpe& to an eccleſiaſtic. | 

I ſhould have paſſed over this incident, if it«had 
not taught me an uſeful leſſon, that | have found the 


benefit of ever ſince. Although the vexation I felt 


at being mal-treated, added to the hope of ſucceſs 
by the way I had taken of concealing the retreat of 
my brother, made me immediately be gone, yet I 
could not think on the impreſſion my words had made 
on Donna Figuerrez, and her goodneſs in taking part 
with me againſt her ſervant, without acknowledging 
myſelf more guilty than that ſaucy valet, whoſe in- 
ſolence had offended me. Do then the cuftoms of the 
world, and the politeneſs of men, inſpire more ſoft - 
neſs and ſweetneſs of temper into our behaviour, 
and more regard for decency, than the principles 


which I have made my ſtudy all my life ? Such was 
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my firſt reflection. But is it not I, continued I im. 
mediately, that have not penetrated far enough into 
the full extent of my principles? And paſſing through 
the diſcuſſion of this point in the ſame method I had 
often uſed, I found indeed, that in the principle of 
chriſtian. charity are included all the duties of- po- 
liteneſs, which form the principal band of civil ſocie. 
ties. Then puſhing further this obſervation, I con- 
cluded from the motive of charity, which always 
tends to the good of our neighbours, with a propor- 
tion of that reſpect one owes to the weakeſt, that 
women, from an infinite number of reaſons peculiar 
to their ſex, have a particular right to this ſort of 


regard, which is named politeneſs, and conſequent]y, to 
neglect to pay them it, is in ſome ſort a double failure 


of the precept of charity. 

During the fervour of this reflection, I ſhould have 
returned voluntarily to Donna Figuerrez, to make her 
an apology for the air and manner of ſpeaking I had 
uſed to her, if I had not thought myſelf excuſed from 
this ſort of reparation by the ſentiment of my heart, 
wherewith I promiſed heaven to lay down to myſelf 
an invariable rule, and from the importance it was 
not to expoſe myſelf anew to be preſſed to diſcover the 
retreat of Patrick. The merit of this lady appearing 
to me to be more dangerous, from the greatneſs of 
the perfections I obſerved in her, I an to fear 


-more than ever for my brother ; ſo that not thinking 


myſelf ſure enough of the boatmen by their word, and 
the price I offered to pay fer their fidelity, it came into 
my mind to ſend them far from Orleans for ſome days, 
to lay them under a neceſſity to keep their promiſes to 
me for ſo long a time. The only way was to engage 
them under ſome pretence to follow me to Paris. 
Intereſt m_ all powerful upon people who gain their 
Jivelihood only by their labour, 1 propoſed to them, 
if they would go with me, -ſuch a ſum of money as 
ſoon diſpoſed them to it. 
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Thus events of affairs, and the neceſſity of pro- 
viding for all circumſtances, formed in me from day 
to day a ſort of prudence, of which I never could 
find the rules in my ſtudy. It was from reaſonings 
of this nature that I prepared myſelf for the part 
which my brother had given me in charge to act at 
the court of St Germain. Politics had never made 
a part of my occupations ; but conſidering, that even 
for the honour of Patrick, who had relied upon me 
for the execution of his commiſſion, I ought not to 
appear abſolutely without experience and judgment in 
the king's eyes, I ftudied the inſtructions my brother 
left behind him with ſo much diligence, and from his 
care of inclofing in them a number of intereſting 
obſervations, I ſo perfectly put myſelf in a condition 
of making the beſt of them, that the king having 
done me the honour of diſcourſing me a long time 
in his cloſet, ſhewed a high ſatisfaction in my brother's 
and my ſervices. He ſeemed no leſs moved at the ne- 


. ceſſity, to which his misfortunes had reduced him, of 


retiring for ſome time into ſolitude. I gave no other 
colour to his choice, and the king's curioſity ex- 
tending no further than to know he had loſt his wife, 
T luckily avoided a detail, which J feared his orders 
would have obliged me to have given, 

Although I had not forgot, in leaving Madrid, to 
give notice of our departure to the count de 8 
and to Sarah Fincer, my deſire of daily maintaining 
not only the liberty of regulating the duration of 
our journey, but that of managing the circumſtances 
of our arrival, and above all not to expoſe Patrick to 


a meeting perhaps with Sarah Fincer the moment we 


leaſt thought of it, had made me ſpeak of our jour- 
ney, and of the day we might expect to be at Paris, 
as of two things equally uncertain. Without this 
precaution I could not doubt but Sarah would have 
come, it may be, a good way to meet us But being 
obliged to moderate her impatience, I found her at 
the count's, taken up with her ordinary employments, 

| | which 
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which were readiag and working. My lord Tenet. 
mill had returned from Ireland ſome weeks before, 
The noiſe of my arrival having ſpread all at once 
through the houſe, every one the firſt moment ga. 
thered about me.. They were not ſurpriſed to ſee me 
without Patrick. He had gone away with ſo much 
ind:fference to the count's country houſe, that fix 
months abſence might not have diſſipated it; and 
they could eaſily fancy that the news I had carried 
him to Spain had made him feel, together with grief 
for his loſs, a very ſtrong ſenſe of ſhame for having 
voluntarily drawn on himſelf his misfortunes by ex- 
ceſs of prejudice, of which all the advice of his 
friends could never cure him. It was not from the 
firſt moment of my appearance that I diſcovered the 
diſpoſitions of all the dear perſons who ſurrounded 
me. But I could eaſily judge that Sarah burned with 


a dere of drawing me aſide to lay open her thoughts 


to me. | Y 
I ſhewed this complaiſance to her defires as ſoon as 
I could obtain a moment's liberty. All my ardour 
in relating to her what 1 had ſeen, or what other cir- 
cumſtances had thrown in my way, did not ſufficiently 
equal her eagerneſs. She wiſhed to have heard 
every thing at once, and pondering nevertheleſs on 
each word [I ſaid, ſhe would have the particulars over 
again, where nothing was omitted or related lightly. 
I could not avoid bringing Donna Figuerrez into my 
ſtory. Patrick's familiar acquaintance with that 
lady made her tremble; ſhe aſked me a hundred 
queſtions about her character, even after I had drawn 
a faithful picture of her; and upon the whole, when I 
had come to the events of our return, ſhe aſked me 
at every word, if it were poſſible for Patrick not to 
be moved; at her reſolution of following him; and if 
I were convinced that in the complaiſances he had 
ſhewn her there was no mixture of love. But having 
at length laid open to her with the ſame exactneſs the 
part he had choſen to act at Orleans, obſerving to _ 
only 
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only that this particular of my ſtory was a confi- 
lence I bad reſolved to truſt to no body but her, it 
ſeemed ro me, that from the ſatisfaftion ſhe had hi- 
therto ſhewed in hearing me, ſhe paſſed all at once to 
give ſome tokens of inquietude and ſorrow. During 
along diſcourſe, to which I added nothing of my 
own, ſhe had perpetually hoped that ſome circum- 
tance would happen, wherein ſhe might hear me tell 
what I had done for her ; but the ſeparation of Pa- 
trick, and the recital of the journey I had made to 
the ſolitude he had retired to, making her plainly 
underſtand that I had not had any other opportunity 
of ſeeing him again, ſhe accuſed me in her mind for 
having neglected her intereſts, and perhaps went ſo 
far as to ſuſpe& me of having favoured the preten- 
lons of Donna Figuerrez. Nevertheleſs, ſhe continued 
to look on me for ſome time with filence, even after 


| had finiſhed my ſtory, as if ſhe yet flattered herſelf 


| was about adding ſomething to it relating to her, or 
that having forgot ſomething that regarded her, the 
attention I ſhewed to her concerns was about aſliſting 
me in recollecting it. At length, loſing all hopes, 
Ah! my dear dean, faid ſhe, ſhedding ſome tears, 
you have not remembered either my entreaties or 
four promiſes; or if they have induced you to at- 
tempt any thing in the behalf of an unhappy friend, 
your ſilence gives me too well to underſtand that no- 
thing has ſucceeded with you. This complaint moved 
me ſenſibly. I ſhould have foreſeen, anſwered I, 
that you- would have thrown theſe reproaches on me, 
and I ſhould not have failed in finding out juſt reaſons 


to anticipate them. Nothing indeed had been ſo eaſy 


as to have obſerved in the courſe of my ſtory, that 
having put off the diſcoveries I had made my brother 


to almoſt the end of my journey, there could be but 
little appearance that in a ſpace fo ſhort I could have 


found means of making him other propoſals. I had not 
ſeen him even once fince I informed him of his misfor- 
tune. But being able in a manner to anſwer that he had 
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nothing in his heart but ſorrow, and recalling the 
fentiments which I had known him always have for 
her, I could not have ſcrupled to flatter her by the 
moſt ſweet conjectures. It was to this point I bent 
my ftrength, when 1 ſaw the need ſhe had of ſuch 
afſiſtance; and had no difficulty in giving hope an 
entrance into a heart ſo much inflamed by its pal. 
fions. I was about propofing to her to join ourſelves 
together, to deliberate upon the diſcretion and caution 
that decency required of her; but ſhe herſelf having 


more than one propoſal to make, aſked me what | 


thought of my lord Tenermill, who, without con- 


ceiving that ſhe could preſerve the leaft inclination for 
Patrick, had conftantly preſſed her fince his return to 
ſhorten his amorous ſufferings, which he believed ſhe 
had manifeſtly determined to put an end to one day 
or other. He had affected openly to take a pride in his 
hopes, and declaring that he had forgot the conditions 
to which he had ſubmitted before his departure; he 
had often employed the count and counteſs of S 
to ſollicit Sarah to forget them as he had done. She 
(who had fancied herſelf obliged to a thouſand ma- 
nagements in a houſe, which ſhe had more intereſt 
than ever not to quit, and who not daring to promiſe 
herſelf any thing from Patrick, had yet leſs courage 
to open the deſires of her heart) had lived under 2 

tual conſtraint, having not even the conſolation 
of di{burdening herſelf, by imparting her grief to the 
truſt of any friend. I do not relate to you, ſaid (he, 
half of the perſecutions I have ſuffered from my 
lord Tenermill, and I cannot think but they will in- 
creaſe, when he underſtands the affection I have al- 
ways conſerved for his brother. 

I had ſeen by experience ſo many diforders cauſed 
by love, that I could not look on the apprehenſions 
of Sarah as vain terrors. Nevertheleſs, the opinion 
I had of the diſpoſition of Tenermill, ſquared but 
little with that exceſs of paſſion by which he was like 
to bexome troubleſome or formidable to the oy 
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the he loved. I imparted this thought to Sarah. She 


far agreed, that in his looks and applications ſhe never re- 
the marked that air of paſhon which is the charac- 
ent teriſtick of hearts in love, and. of which, ſhe con- 


ach ſeſſed to me with a ſmile, ſhe had by long experience 
an learned to judge. But his language, added ſhe, is 
af. WT oot therefore a whit the leſs preſſing; and if it be 
ves WY not love that prevails on him to importune me by ſuch 
OE eager ſolicitations, [* ſhould dread even more ano- 
ing Wl ber paſſion, that ſhould be ſtrong enough to act ſo 
t | powerfully under the mafk of a falſe pretended love. 
on. Without, anſwered J, believing his love to be falſe 
for or pretended, one may attribute the effects, of which 
| to WM you complain, to ſome more powerful paſſion, from 
he WI which it borrows a ſhare of its ardour. My lord, 
day Tenermill interrupted us this moment, begging leave 
his to make one in our converſation. The tone he aſ- 
jonz WI ſumed in my preſence ſeemed to juſtify the com- 
he plaints of Sarah. He upbraided her for the re- 
— b ttance ſhe had made to his happineſs, and calling 
she me for a witneſs to the former vivacity of his 
ma. Wl love, he proteſted it with ſome military oaths, which 
ret bis late expedition to Ireland had but tro much in- 
miſe Ml creaſed. I confeſs, that being accuſtomed to' the 
age fender. Janguors, and reſpectful eagerneſs, whether 
er ze Patrick and the count de 8— ——, or whether 
tion of Sarah and the counteſs, I could not in this 
the Wl cavalier air diſcover the character of that love, 
ſhe, MW of which I had formed to myſelf an idea from 
my he example of others. | 
| bs I ſoon unravelled this myſtery. Going out with 
al. bim from Sarah's apartment, he ſpoke of the 
defign of, his marriage with the ſame ardour, 


remarks on the notions he had of my friendſhip, 
be told me, that I was Juckily arrived to take ſhare 
in thoſe things which he had in expectation, as 
the moſt advantageous for himſelf, and moſt glori- 
dus for his family; that it was a ſecret yet. 
known to none but the king himſelf. While he 
Vor. III. G "ww. was 
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was in Ireland, fortune had ſo far favoured him 23 
to give him the opportunity of being uſeful to the 
king's ſervice in an affair of great importance. Hig 
majeſty, who did not think himſelf diſpenſed from 
ſhewing his gratitude for an obligation wherein his 
ſubjects were ſerviceable to him, had loaded him with 
careſſes on his return, and giving him room to hope 
for every thing from his favours, had declared, 
under the obligation of ſecrecy, that if he could 
augment his fortune by an advantageous marriage, 
his deſign was to create him a duke. Judge, ſaid 
he, if with the tender affections you have for a long 
time known me to have for Sarah, I am not ftrongly 
Intereſted to preſs her to accept my hand. I dare 
not, added he, improve this motive, which would 
perhaps diminiſh ſomething from the opinion ſhe has 
of my love, and moreover the king's commands 
oblige me to ſilence. But to you, whoſe diſcretion 
equals your wiſdom, I make no difficulty to diſco- 
ver myſelf, with the hopes that you will aid me in 
obtaining Sarah's conſent, which muft ſea] my for: 
tune and happineſs. 


Words fo clear and open would have removed 
ell Sarah's doubts, if I had bren at liberty to 


Smmunicate to her what my brother imparted to 
as a ſecret. But her reflection on the force of a 


paſſion, that was capable of lending ardour to love, 
— from hence more demonſtrable to me. It 
ſeemed a matter indiſputable, that Tenermill, looking 
on his marriage with her as the foundation of his 
fortune, would take every thing one might attempt 


againſt a hope ſo _— to his ambition, as ſo 
-many proofs of hatred. Haughty and imperious as 
he was, I doubted whether he would pardon even bis 
brother the conteſt with him for a heart, to which 
he imagined his Jong ſervices had given him a jult 


claim. Thus nothing conald become ſo delicate 2 
my fituation, under the neceſſity I was of coming 


to explanations with him in conduQting the intereli 
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making me abandon. I drew myſelf nevertheleſs 
out of ſuch a preſſing perplexity by an equivocal 
anſwer, which I was convinced he would take in a 
ſenſe the moſt favourable to his own love. Having 
firſt complimented him upon the king's favour, if 
Sarah, ſaid I, has a reliſh for grandeur, ſhe will 
without doubt be in haſte to meet your eagerneſs, 
and without betraying the ſecret impoſed on you, I 
promiſe you to give her room enough to gueſs at 
what your aims for her tend. He ſeemed ſatisfied 
with this promiſe. My deſign was indeed not to 
conceal from Sarah, that it was the ambition of 
Tenermill ſhe ought to be upon her guard againſt, and 
having given her this advice the ſame day, I did 
not in the leaſt perceive that theſe hopes of gran- 
deur, which I explained to her in a looſe and inde- 
terminate manner, had made impreſſion enough on 
her heart, to combat thereby for one moment her 
love. 

On the contrary, if I had yielded to her propoſals, 
ſhe would have gone a few days after to live in Pa- 
trick's ſolitude. It came into her mind, that with- 


| out letting him know ſhe was in his neighbourhood, 


ſhe could eaſily hire a houſe in the ſame village. 
From the thoughts alone of breathing there the ſame 
air with him, and of procuring there every day 
news of his fituation, whereby to regulate her joy 
and grief from the accounts ſhe ſhould receive 
of his health and repoſe, ſhe formed in her 
imagination the plan of a life moſt pleaſant and 


happy. I had a good deal of difficulty to perſuade 


| her to lay aſide this project; and I did ſe only by 


promiling her immediately to take a journey to the 
abbey to ſee bim, and talk to him, and to try his 
pulſe whether he had yet remaining any inclination 
for her. ; 
1 ſhould have poſtponed this journey but- a 
ſhort time, though I had made no ſuch promiſe to 
darah. Beſides the inquietude with which I was per- 
G 2 petually 


148 The Dean of Col ERAIN E. 


petually filled for the health ef fo dear a brother, 
T had been under a neceſſity of excuſing his delay un- 
der the pretext of ſickneſs, which I ſhould have 
badly ſupported, if I had Jet too long an interval 
ſlip without pretending at leaſt to return to him, 
'The count de S and my lord Tenermill had often 
deſired to go and ſee him themſelves in the neighbour. 
hood of Orleans, where J had told them he had been 
obliged to ſtop. Nevertheleſs, not having explained my- 
ſelf to them upon the kind of fickneſs he had, or 
not having ſpoken to them of it in a-manner capable 
of alarming them, they relied as to his ſituation upon 
the tranquillity I affected, and of which they could 
not have thought me capable, if he had been in 
the leaſt danger. I pitched upon the day they leaſt 
expected for my departure, to prevent the deſire 
either of them might have had to bear me compa— 
ny. I nevertheleſs. gave Sarah an account of it. 
What did ſhe not ſay to me upon this occaſion ? With 
what ardour, with what affection did ſhe not re- 
commend to me the care of his happineſs, and the 
concern of his life? I paſſed a whole night in re- 
ceiving the ſentiments of her heart, and in repeat- 
ing the expreflions ſhe deſired I would uſe to my 
brother. 

I had nobody but Jacin with me. Before I ſhewed 
"myſelf at the abbey, I thought proper to diſpatch 
Jacin thither, to obtain ſome informations upon the 
changes that might have happened fince my laſt jour- 
ney to it. He reported indeed two pieces of news, 
which cauſed me more furpriſe than I could have 
ever expected from it: One was, that Patrick, whole 
name they did not yet know, had propoſed to the 
ſuperior to be admitted among the number of the 
religious ; the other, that this worthy man had made 
a difficulty of doing ſo from this reaſon alone, that 
having conceived an high idea of my brother, from 
divers reaſons, which had ſerved as a foundation to 


Bis conjectures, he feared he ſhould draw on himſelf 
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ſome reproach by complying with his inſtances, 
which did not ſeem to him to proceed from a tran- 
uillity of heart and mind. 

To what an exceſs of trouble did I not fancy the 
ſorrowful Patrick was come, to be capable of ſub- 
mitting to ſuch violent extremities ? With an high re- 
ſpect to religion, I had always known him have ſo 
great an eſtrangement from thoſe ſingular methods of 
piety, that I have been obliged a thouſand times to 
oppoſe his averſion and prejudices againſt the genera- 
lity of religious ſocieties. In the diſorder I imagined 


his reaſon to be, was it to grace 1 could aſcribe the 


change of his notions, and did it not rather appear, 
that ſufferiog himſelf to be vanquiſhed by deſpair, 


he ſought an end of it by a remedy even more ter- 
rible than his troubles; as a madman throws him 


ſelf headlong into an abyſs, or voluntarily buries 
a poinard in his heart? It was time then to force him 
from his ſolitude, and to make him hear againſt his 
inclinations every thing that my zeal had made me 
conſider for calming his heart. But what advantages 
had I to expect for Sarah's hopes, and what little ap- 
pearance did: I ſee of being able to turn all the in- 
ſtructions ſhe had given me in charge, at my depar- 
ture, to a good uſe ? 

[ repaired immediately to the abbey, and aſkin;y 
leave of the religious to talk to their folitary, I ſaw 
myſelf expoſed to a refuſal out of a fear of prievy- 
ing him by a violation of his orders. Nevertheleſs, 
my intreaties, and the pretence of many important 
affairs, prevailed. on the ſaperior to undertake the 
trouble of making him conſent to my viſit. He 
conducted me to the door of the apartment, and 
going in before to tell him of my coming under the 
bare name of an ceccleſiaſtic, who expreſſed a great 
deſire to ſee him, he returned with permiſſion to 
bring me in. Patrick had no ſooner caſt his eyes on 
me, than turning away his face, Ah! cried he, it 
is he himſelf, I miſtruſted it at the firſt word of the 
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ſuperior. Ah! What intereſt do you find. in pur- 
ſuing me, added he, fixing on me at length his looks 
altered by his tedious trouble; how have you dif. 
covered a retreat, in which I thought myſelf for- 
gotten by all men ? But you do not come out of ſea. 
jon, added he again, and. you will find me in thoſe 
diſpoſitions which are agreeable to your principles. 
For my part, I looked on him with an eye much 
more attentive than his, and ſcarce knowing him 
again under the ſadneſs and dejection in which [I 
ſaw him plunged, J admired that ſo ſhort a ſpace 
could make ſuch an alteration in his face. Every thing 
about him ſeemed diſpoſed to keep his grief in coun- 
tenance ; a ſuit of dark purple hangings, not capa- 
ble of reflecting the rays of light; ſome chairs pla- 
ced without order, upon which his cloaths and books 
were confuſedly ſcattered ; his windows half cloſed, 
to ſhut out the light of the ſun, as if he feared it 
would diſpel] the natural gloomineſs; and in the 
neighbouring places a filence ſo profound, that one 
could not hear in them even the chirpings of birds, 
or the whiſperings of the wind. Theſe melancholy 
appearances infpired in me a ſhare of that. ſor- 
row, that ſeemed to be diffuſed all around me. The 
anſwer I made Patrick expreſſed a feeling of this 
impreſſion ; it was ſhort and mournful : Surpriſed 
Inyſelf that the ſenſes had ſo great an empire over 
reaſon, I fat down fighing; and waited till he 
opened a converſation, that I had not the power to 
begin. | 
He kept filence for ſome moments, as if he had 
been moved by mine, or as if he were in ſearch of 
terms proper to expreſs himſelf in. At length break 
ng it with an air, in which tenderneſs ſeemed to 
take the upper-hand of grief, by whatever way, 
ſaid he, you have diſcovered my retreat, I owe you 
my thanks and gratitude for the motive that has 
led you here. This can only be a ſentiment of your 
ancient friendſhip, and I ſee moreover in your 
| eyes 
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eyes nothing but the pity which my ſituation has, in- 
ſpired you with. Do not think continued he, that 
it is love torments me with ſo much violence, The 
force of honour, and the power of a juſt reſent- 
ment, have effaced even the laſt traces of that paſſion 
out of my heart. I think no more of that per- 
fidious woman than to deteſt her memory; and 
when at firſt you ſaw in me an appearance of trouble, 
capable perhaps of carrying me to fatal extremities, 
I was torn in pieces much more cruelly by ſhame 
than grief. I even confeſs to you, that by retiring 
to this ſolitude, I thought of nothing but to avoid 
you, and every one elſe, whoſe looks could be to me 
a puniſhment : I could not bear the preſence of ſo 
many virtuous and diſcreet friends, who had per- 
haps foreſeen my infamy, when they oppoſed my fa- 
tal marriage, and who had in all appearance this 
reaſon only for condemning it. Alas ! added he, in- 
terrupting his thoughts, you will agree nevertheleſs, 
that if I have been deceived by the moſt black per- 
fidy, it was by an outſide I was deceived, which 
might have plunged the wiſeſt of men into the ſame 
error. 

What then, added he, has brought me to this 
place, is no more than the fear of infamy and ridi- 
cule, a thought ſo dreadful and unſupportable to the 
heart of a man of honour, that it would have 
made me take all ſorts of methods to deliver me 
from it, at leaſt for ſo long a time as I have thought 
it neceſſarily faſtened to my misfortune. Neverthe- 
leſs, after having had my heart gnawed wi:h it for 
ſome weeks, leſs confuſed notions have led me ; to 
other reflections; I am convinced, by ſhaking off the 
- of prejudice, that it is only a falſe and ſenſe- 


eſs opinion, that can make the honour of a man de- 


pend on the conduct of a wife and the ſucceſs of a 
marriage. Theſe arguments appear to me fo ma- 
nifeſt, according even to the weight and confidera- 
tion of reaſon. and religion, that exalting me above- 
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my firſt terrors, I ſhould without heſitation have 
quitted my retreat, if J had not had over and abore 
another motive to ſtay me here. But it is now I am 
about informing you of my real weakneſſes, which 
you never yet have been able to penetrate. I dil. 
cover them to you with ſo much the more confidence, 
as your arrival appears in my eyes a favour from hea- 
ven, in the neceſſity I ftand of a guide. 

I was fo delighted to hear him ſpeak this language, 
that without foreſeeing to what point his dif. 
courſe was going to lead me, being equally moved 
by the aſſurance he gave me of his cure, ang, by 
the hope that ſprang up in me of being able to ſerve 


Sarah Fincer to purpoſe, I could not forbear 1nter-. 


rupting him, to ſhew him marks as much of my ſur- 
priſe as joy. TI even embraced him with a light- 
neſs of heart, which broke out in the moſt lively 
and affectionate congratulations. But, as if he was 
Prepared to give me ſucceſſive proofs of all kinds of 
ſurpriſe, he haſtily enough drew himſelf from be- 
tween my arms, and looking on me with the ſame 
air with which he: had at tirſt began his diſcourſe, 
For what do you congratulate me, ſaid he, and what 
ſubje& of joy can you then find amidſt the griefs 
that devour me? This queſtion, and the gloomy and 
ferious air that continued to ſway in his counte- 
nance, made me return to my chair, where I ſat 
down in a filence, that left him full liberty to reſume 
his diſcourſe. TOs 
If, Gid he, any expreſſion has eſcaped me that bears 
a reſemolance of joy, it is much belied by the ſor- 
row of my thoughts. In recovering my heart to 
its nataral ſtate, by the victory I have obtained over 
the paſſions I have, deſcribed to you, I feel myſelf 
more unhappy a thouſand times, than when I was in 
ſo violent a fituation. I am ignorant how it hap- 
pens with the ordinary rank of men; but if any be 
found among them, to whom the common occupa- 
tions of life, or even the wealth that depends on 
fortune, 
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6 fortune, can procure a perfect tranquillity, I congra- | 
R tulate them for their happineſs. My humour 1s to Þ 
- d 
h feel an unſurmountable heavineſs in the midit of 
a every thing that bears the name of pleaſure and it 
n amuſement. I bave thought a long time, that this A 
« is a defect of which I ought to accuſe nature; but 
the pangs I have found in love have taught me 
D wherein ſhe has placed for me my true happineſs ; 


. and I have pitied the reſt ef mankind, when I have 
4 known myſelf to be ſo ſuperior to them by thoſe 
affections and reliſhes, to which no man in the 


he world has ever yet been ſo ſenſible as J. Never- 
* theleſs, after an experiment full of charms, I have 
* ſeen myſelf deprived all at once of my happineſs, 1 
t. and my loſs is ſo much the more terrible, that if the 0 
y only object, to which I thought my happineſs at- | 
wo tached, could betray me with a ſhameful perfidy, I 


of have no hopes ever to find one again, to whom my 
heart can ſurrender itſelf up with the ſame degree of 


- confidence. Thus, whilſt not only all my love re- 
e, mains, but I have even obtained a certainty, that it 
at is only in the exerciſe of it I can be happy, I find 
* myſelf condemned all my life to the want of ſo ne- 


* ceſſary a bleſſing, by a cruel miſtruſt, which will hin- 
der me for ever to place the leaſt reliance on the out- 


* ide of a woman, after having been ſo barbaroufiy 1 
_ deceived by mine. Perhaps, continucd Patrick, this . 
language may appear ſtrange to you; but ſhew me a by 
= heart ſo tender as mine, it will eaſily underſtand me, 7h 
. MW My diſguſt for the world, ſince 1 thus deſpair to find = 
& in it the ſole happineſs on which I fix a real value, 14 
_ has aroſe to this point, ſo as to make me think of for- 111 
elf laking it by uniting myſeif for ever to this abbey. —_— 
* I ſha!) not find in it thoſe things that the world 'i 
p- eſteems moſt pleaſurable; but I conceive that I may by 
© there hope for other blefſiugs, to which the world is ill 
5 a ſtranger ; and I ſhall be at leaſt delivered from the 1} 
5 neceſſity that my birth impoſes on me of procuring 
1 ickes, which I deſpiſe, or honours, of which I know 
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the vanity, or of ſubjecting myſelf to a thouſand 
complaiſances, which 1 look upon as the moſt childiſh 
and vain of all ſlaveries. They have here, added 
he, rejected my propoſal, from ſome difficulttes that 
you may remove; and I hope your zeal will in- 
duce you to favour a deſign which TI think conform- 
able to your maxims. 

Upon finiſhing theſe words, he lightly ſkipped off 
his chair, as if he had found himſelf more at liberty 
from a diſcharge of his burden; and walking at a 
great rate about the. chamber, he ſeemed to wait 
impatiently for my anſwer. Although Jacin's in- 
formation had prepared me for what I had juſt heard, 
I yet ranked my ideas in order, that I might unfold 
myſelf with the more perſpicuity and force. He 
turned to me with the air of a man, whoſe mind 
ſeemed to be taken up with ſome refleQions. I will 
not at all conceal from you, ſaid he, what has hap- 
pened to me ſome days paſt. Donna Figuerrez, who, 
hke you, has diſcovered the place of my retreat, has 
offered me her heart by a very affectionate letter; 


and would make me conſider it as a happy lot to unite 


myſelf to her. But if the knowledge I have of her 
charms has awaked my natural tenderneſs, I am 
far from diſcovering in her all the qualities that my 
heart requires in being affected to her. Such as 
I know in her would never make me chuſe her but 
for an agreeable friend, and of all women in the 
world it is ſhe who could inſpire me the moſt with 
miſtruſt and fear in love. I obſerved to her, added 
he, in my anſwer, that my preſent diſpoſition did not 
indulge me in any thing for her but acknowledgment 
and eſteem. : 
This diſcovery made me make ſome alteration 
in the anſwer I was muſing upon; for in my deſign 
of feeling his pulſe as to his inclination for Sarah, 
I had thoughts to have named Donna Figuerrez with 
her, to judge better of his ſentiments by this trial. 
But I was from his words better fatisfied to have one 
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obſtacle the leſs to ſurmount, having always had ſome 
tendency to believe, that he was better diſpoſed, than 
he was willing to be thought, for this Spaniſh lady. 
The defcription he had given me of his inward 
ſtruggles, the idea he was willing to give me of 
his troubles, and even the reſolution he had form- 
ed of quitting the world, gave me ſo little per- 
plexity, that without ſtaying to make him ſuperfluous 
remonſtrances, I was reſolved to come all of a ſud: 
den to propoſals more capable of flattering his heart. 
It ſufficed me to think, that even with the character 
he had given of himſelf, and which I had long ſince 
diſcovered, religious ſolitude was what would be ſo 
little ſuitable to him, that I ſhould think myſelf au- 
thoriſed by all ſorts of rights, without any other 
explanation, to inſpire him with ſuch ſentiments as- 
ſhould agree better with his age, his natural quali- 
ties, and the ſituation in which he already ſtood in 
the world. My zeal for religion had not ſo much 
blinded me as to make me aka the. agitations of an 
unquiet heart for the call of heaven; and notwith- 
ſanding the high opinion I had of a religious life, 
I never thought it was a choice to which all the 
world was called without diſtinction. In one word, 
the piety I required of my brothers was that which 
agreed with the duties of a civil life, under the 
different conditions in which the author of reli- 
gion had placed us; and I thought the vocation mark 
ed out by their birth and perſona] qualities ſuch as- 
might reader them uſeful to ſociety, 

According to theſe principles, upon which Pa- 
trick had not done me juſtice enough, I ſeparated: 
from my anſwer every thing different from the mo- 
tive that brought me there; and ſeeking only to do a 
ſervice to Sarah Fincer, the utility of which ſeemed: 
to me to be equal as to him, I reſted myſelf on that 
« diſpoſition of heart, which he had confeſſed to me, 
and that I had already known ſo well. I could not 
have believed, ſaid J, that with the character you- 
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aſcribe to yourſelf, an unhappy choice, which never 
had been made (if you will ſuffer me to call back the 
memory of it) with the cares and precautions re- 
quired by wiſdom, and which was only (to explain 
myſelf yet with more freedom) an inconſiderate pal- 
ſion of your early youth, ought to take away from 
you all hopes of ſucceeding more happily in ſa— 
tisfying your heart. There are women of merit 


and approved virtue; ſuch who to the charms of 


beauty and wit have joined all thoſe qualities, which 
you do not find in Donna Figuerrez ; ſuch as you might 
have found in Sarah Fincer, if your unhappy paſſion 
had not made you break thoſe bonds, which ought to 
have united you for ever to a woman ſo amiable, 
During this time I obſerved his countenance, and not 
ſuffering his leaſt motion to eſcape me, I hoped, ia 
ſpite of him, to have penetrated into his inclinations, 
Never had artifice and ſubtilty of themſelves taken 
poſſeſſion of my mind; but when I had conceived, 
that without wounding probity or religion they 
might aſſure ſucceſs to tome honeſt or virtuous view; 
the ancient habit I had of regulating my outward 
appearance had made re apt and fit to compoſe the 
air of my countenance, and the tone of my voice, 
according to the end Thad in proſpect. Patrick, who 
never was capable even of this ſort of diſſimulation, 
ſighed deeply at the name of Sarah, and, without 
miſtruſting my intention, making even an excuſe to 
interrupt me, I ovght, ſaid he, to regret the heart 
of the virtuous Sarah, and I bluſh to confeſs that 
I have done her injaſtice, But ſhe is amply revenged 
for it by my abaſement and mortification. He heid 
his peace, to hear the ſequel of my words, I did 
not let the defired opportunity flip. If it be true, 
ſail I, affecting to be moved by bis reflection, you 
could have this opinion of Sarah, you ſhould have 
excepted her from thoſe ſubjects of miſtruſts that you 
retend to have againſt her x; and I do not fee from 
whence ſhould procced the deſpair, which makes you 
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renounce all notiens of happineſs. Here his atten- 


tion ſeemed to recollect itſelf, in order to examine what 
he had heard ; and recovering immediately out of this 
meditation, no, no, ſaid he, 1 ſhould have deſpaired of 
nothing, if it had been permitted me to think ; 
and pauſing at this word, beyond which it ſeemed 
he durſt not extend his thoughts, but, added he, 
the enemy of her honour and repoſe, her tyrant, 
her executioner, the murderer of her father, and her 
uncle; in fine, the man, whom ſhe has moiſt reaſon 
to deſpiſe and hate, is not indeed made to be well re- 
ceived by her, eſpecially when nothing but a forced 
repentance appears to bring him back. 

This grief, though imperfectly expreſſed, ſeemed 
to me ſo natural, that I had need to ſtrain myſelf to 
conceal my joy. I was pleaſed all at once in havin 
diſcovered enough from hence to lay hold of the ten- 
der place in his heart, and lead him inſenſibly to 
my views by the uſe I ſhould make of this know- 
Jedge. I always thought it would be a mortification 
for Sarah, and grievous to myſelf, that both of us 
ſhould be reduced to ſolicit the return of Patrick as 
a favour z on the contrary, I now reſumed hopes of 
making a merit of my ſervices, and the compliances 
of Sarah, as a fort of pardon and indulgence, the cer- 
tainty and extent of which ſhould not be regulated 
but by his repentance. With this reſolution, I made a 
new effort of throwing ſome coldneſs into my anſwer. 
You have caufed Sarah, ſaid I, (without looking on 
him) all the evils that ſpleen and hatred could in- 
vent, and I know not if there ever yet has been an 
example of ſo many cruelties to a woman, whom 
you have nothing to reproach with but an exceſs. of 
love. Nevertheleſs, I know ſhe has ſo much ſweet- 
neſs and goodneſs, that ſcarce have any other marks 
of impatience eſcaped her than fghs and tears. She 
conſented however to our ſeparation, interrupted 
he with warmth, and the Joſs. of me ſoon ceaſed to 
afflict her. I admired this exceſs of injuſtice. How! 
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I could not forbear anſwering him, do you impute 


the mortal violence ſhe did herſelf as a crime, and 
do you look upon it as a flight to you? Do you up- 
braid her for having conſented tv pleaſe you, to her 
own diſgrace and misfortune ? Tell me then what 
I ought to think of your humour, in which I more 


and more ſee nothing but monſtrous contradiQtions.. 


This reproach - made him however penfive and 
thoughtful. At length, changing his ſeat with a 
— diſcovered by the quickneſs of his motion, 
if I durſt believe, ſaid he, the leaſt ſhare of what I 
deſire, ah! far from hearkening to deſpair, I ſhould 
thank heaven for my happineſs.. 

I thought the victory over him ſecure, and did 
not fail of addreſs to warm theſe firſt ſentiments ; 
I gave him room to hope for every thing from my 
care, and added. a thouſand reaſons tending to make 
him underſtand, that what he might look upon per- 
haps as a free and voluntary return,. appeared to me 
as a duty of religion and honour. You ſpeak, ſaid 
I, of taking on you here irrevocable engagements ; 
but do you believe yourſelf ſo. diſengaged from your 


firſt bands, that you have the liberty of diſpoſing of 


yourſelf with ſuch a forgetfulneſs of every thing that 
perhaps has ceaſed to affect you? If. you now look 
on your ſecond marriage as the fruit of an irregular 
paſſion, how can you perſuade yourſelf that it can 
ſerve as a lawful reaſon for breaking the firſt ? With- 
out anſwering you, added J, as to the inclinations of 
Sarah, all my underſtanding deceives me, if you be 
diſpenſed by religion itſelf, to which you would 
make ſo many ſacrifices from repairing, by amends at 
leaſt and tenders, the outrage you have committed 
againſt a virtuous woman, whoſe rights all your in- 
juſtices have not had power to diminiſh. 

A motive ſo ſpecious, ſeconded by the inclination 
of his heart, diſpoſed him almoſt the ſame moment 
to offer me larger terms, than I could have dared to 


Have aſked him. I ſhall try, ſaid he, whether hea- 
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te ven has any favour in reſerve for me. Do you be- 

id come my guide, as I promiſed myſelf you would 

2 when I ſaw you arrive: but let it be in queſt of 

er that road to happineſs, which you have inſpired me 

at with the boldneſs to purſue. He committed to me 

re the conduct of regulating our departure, and 

ve. of the meaſures he Rad to obſerve on his arrival. 

d at Paris, I judged it proper he ſhould paſs ſome 

a days yet in the abbey, to avoid giving an air of in- 

n, conſtancy to his reſolution; and I took care in this 

I interval to juſtify by divers reaſons the motives. 

id that obliged him to leave it. The religious, who 

; had ſeen him plunged for ſo long a time in a profound 

id grief, admired at the alteration that followed our 

5 firſt converſation. Curioſity, which is one of the prin- 

. cipal vices of a cloiſter, induced then many to a de- 

de fire of diving into his adventure, or of knowing at 

r- leaſt by what charm. I had aſſumed all of a ſud- 

* den ſo great an aſcendant over his mind. But I 

id eluded their troubleſome queſtions with ſo much it 

; care, that I even left them in ignorance that I 3 

ur was his brother. Whatever idea they might form of 1 
of us, they had no reaſon to complain of our gra- 

at titule. It made us add to the quarter's penſion, 1 
k for which they had agreed with Patrick, ſuch preſents | [i 
1 as ſurpaſſed their expectation. | 1 
* Every ſtep. we made towards Paris gave as it were 31 
. a freſh degree of hope fo my brother, by the we 
of care I had taken of huſbanding thoſe hints, by which 
Je I thought proper to augment it. Nevertheleſs, I left 1 
id him under uncertainty enough to. exerciſe his de- 1 
at fires ; and the ſecret promiſing me more facility to 1 ; 
0 conduct it by an open declaration of his ſentiments, 4" 
bY I adviſed him to retire to Saiſons, whilſt I went to fl; 

Paris to aſſure myſelf. of the diſpoſitions of Sarah. | 

0 He did not leave me without conjuring me to apply all 16 

at my zeal to the ſucceſs of an enterprize, the difficulties | 

0 of which yet terrified him. His tender inſtances re- 


* called to my mind thoſe of Sarah, who uſed _ 
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the ſame expreſſions in recommending her intereſts to 
me; and for more than a moment it coſt my heart 
much pain to delay to either one or the other of 
them a happineſs, that ſeemed to depend. on me, 
Nevertheleſs, with the deſire I had of ſparing the 
modeſty of Sarah, I was held back by a -fear of 
offending Tenermill, whoſe pretenſions had made too 
great a glare for me to expect, that he would eaſily 
renounce them even in favour of his brother. 1 


went into the count's houſe as much affected by this 


thought, as I had been by my commiſſion to Patrick 
on my arrival at his abbey. Tenermill, not having 
returned to his own houſe, as being under a ne- 
ceſſity of paſſing over to Ireland in the ſpring, I was 
apprehenſive, that being lodged” at the count's, he 
would appear to me before I could give an account cf 
my journey to Sarah ; or, that following me into her 
apartment, he might caſt me into ſome perplexity 
ſtill more to be dreaded, from the difficulty of ſatisfy- 
ing thoſe queſtions, which might proceed from ſuc 
different motives. 

The meeting of him, which I ſhould thus have taken 
for the moſt unſeaſonable and unlucky accident 1 
had to fear, ceaſed ſoon to appear ſo to me, when 
upon my going up ſtairs, 1 ſaw Donna * com- 
ing down them, led by the rount and counteſs ct 
8 „who were eager in loading her with com- 
pliments. She ſhouted for joy at ſeeing me, aud 
praying leave of the counteſs to go back into the a- 
partment to hear an account of my journey, ſhe gave 
me room to fear, I ſhould get but badly off of this 
ſcrape, which I Jooked upon as one of the moſt pain- 
ful moments of my life. I learned from her firſt 
words, that being arrived a few days before at Pa- 
-ris, ſhe could not reſiſt her impatience of becoming 
acquainted with Patrick's family. She had re- 
queſted permiſſion of my ſiſter to viſit her; and the 
title of my brother's friend, and niece to the Spa— 
niſn ambaſſador, under which ſhe had made * 
ell 
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ſelf known all at once, had obliged the count and 
counteſs to receive her both with careſſes and diſtinc- 
tion. No intereſt inducing them to conceal my jour- 


ney from her, they had told her what they had learn- | 


ed from me before my departure; and her curioſity 
being much more briſk and of greater extent than 
theirs, -made her hearken to my account with. an ea- 
gerneſs ſhe could not diſſemble. 

What diſſimulation could be lucky enough to con- 
ceal from her the arrival of Patrick-! For this 
was the point in which all my hopes centered. 
She might explain according to her fancy the 
marks I had diſcovered of my perplexity ; but be- 
ing little attentive to conceal them from her, I 
began an account that I ſhould have ill conducted 
to the end, if my ideas had not been opened 1n 
proportion as I proceeded. After a relation exact 
enough in circumſtances, that ſhe had found the 
means of writing to Patrick, I ſpoke of the reſo- 
lution my brother had taken of abandoning his re- 
treat, as of an event which had given myſelf much 
ſurpriſe ; and wrapping myſelf up in ſome equivo- 
cal expreſſions, J added, that he had quitted me 
on the road, letting me know that bis deſign was 


ſaid I, is perfectly reſtored, 1 am under ne alarms, 
and I rely moreover upon his promiſe of letting me 
hear from him. 

My fole deſign was to take Donna Figuerrez 
off the ſcent; and the manner ig which I exe- 
cuted it ſucceded ſo well, that having led the count 
and counteſs into the ſame error, I reſolved not 


it to Tenermill, and to all their houſe. I had an eaſy 


at Saiſons; and I ſhould have thought it of good 
ule to unfold the ſecret, when I could not poſ- 
bbly keep it ſuch above two days. Donna Figuerrez, 

diſmayed 


not to return directly to Paris. As his health, 


only to hold them in it, but to, let them impart 


excuſe, if any one ſhould happen to ſurpriſe him 


with the counteſs and all our family. 
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diſmayed at what ſhe had heard, aſked me a hundred 
queſtions, which I got rid of with the ſame preſence 
of mind; and Tenermill coming in during our con- 
verſation, I had room to praiſe the politeneſs of the 
count, who repeated to him my ſtory, to ſpare me the 
trouble of going over it again. | 

Whilſt I hugged myſelf with an invention, from 
which I reckoned to raiſe myſelf a merit with Sa- 
rah, Tenermill truck up an acquaintance with Don- 
na Fipuerrez, and added offers of ſervices to his 
compliments, when he underſtood from herſelf the 
motives that had made her wiſh to be acquainted 
She ſeemed 
well pleaſed at his offer to ſerve her as a guide in 
viſiting the curioſities of Paris. They agreed upon 
a day. I ſaw without pain this commencement of 
their acquaintance ; and if I had known Tenermill 
more capable of ſuffering himſelf to be ſurpriſed by 
the alurements of a woman, I ſhould have flattered 
myſelf, that taking a reliſh for this fair ſtranger, 
whoſe humour ſeemed to me to be much more ſuit- 
able to his than that of Sarah, it had relieved me 
from a ſhare of the obſtacles which I apprehendcd 
from him in my enterprize. But ambition would 
have ſerved him as a curb, though he had been 
more ſenſible of the power of love. I obtained, from 
the eſteem he took for Donna Figuerrez only, 
the liberty of a converſation with Sarah, without 
fear of being interrupted by his preſence, for ſome 
hours that he employed in rambling about Paris to 
ſatisfy his engagements. | 

If I thought the time tedious till I ſaw Fincer's 
daughter, ite could ſcarce moderate her ardour, 
which gave her in a manner wings to meet me upon 
receiving the firſt news of my arrival. I neverthelels 
watched with a good deal of precaution not to expoſe 
myſelf in my viſit to any interruption from Tenermil}; 
I therefore laid hold of the time whereia I knew he 


was employed. Sarah ſtretched out her arms to me 
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as ſoon as ſhe ſaw me appear. Come, ſaid ſhe, and 
do not be afraid to embrace your ſiſter. But it is 
from you, added ſhe, taking herſelf up, that I am 
going to hear, whether I ought to place my confi- 
dence in this trauſport. Do you bring me the con- 
firmation of your happy preſages, or am I condemned. 
to paſs the reſt of my life in humiliation and tears?: 
The weakneſs of her health required. me to 
manage her with ſome caution, TInured,. as ſhe 
was, to forrow, I would not all at once heap on- 
her an exceſs, of joy, under which ſhe might have a 
difficulty of ſupporting herſelf. I talked to her of 
the affections of my brother, as a tribute upon 
which ſhe had always a right to reckon; and. 
which he had never refuſed, even during the time he 
had forſaken her for another. Then taking notice, 
that far from expoſing her to ſuffer any thing 
from an exceſs of joy, expreſſions ſo warily handled 
had left in her a ſecret grief, I aſſured her, that 
he was. nevertheleſs melted down by compaſſion at 
hearing me {peak of her. Thus endeavouring leſs: 


to raiſe her by degrees to comfort, than to deliver 


her inſenfibly from what was capable of afflicting 
her, I without any violent impreſſion, led her to 
the knowledge of the moſt happy news I had to 
tell her. The whole power of love did not then 
poſſeſs her heart in a leſs degree, although it made 
its entrance by ſuch caution and management. 
Thus ſhe was a long while as it were intoxicated 
with this fulneſs of pleaſure, which ſweetly diffuſed 
itſelf over all her ſenſes. Her tongue was for ſome 
time without the power of moving; her eyes, 
although enlivened by the fire kindled up in her 
heart, had yet leſs of vivacity than of tenderneſs 
and languor. But having added under what uncer- 
tainty I left Patrick, when I had aſſured her, that it 
depended on her to haſten or retard the deciſioa he 
expected, ſhe rouſed herſelf out of this kind of dream: 
Ah! ſaid ſhe, why do you ſuffer him to continue 

FS a moment. 


a+ 


* 
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a moment under his doubts ; why do you abandon 
him to thoſe inquietudes, of which no-body in the 


„world knows better than I do the torments ! 


Ah! Who moreover knows, added ſhe, whether 
theſe ſentiments, which I owe perhaps only to the 
recital you have made him of mine, can hold out a 
long while in abſence? I will ſee him, I will not give 
him time to forget me. Alas! His heart is but too 
much-accuſtomed to an emptineſs for me, and for the 
love that is my due. She would have been gone 
immediately for Saiſons, and I was under the ne- 
ceſſity of uſidg the ſtrongelt reaſons to detain her. 
Beſides the motive of decency, which I would 
have her obſerve for her own intereſt, I repre- 
ſented to her, that not having for a long time 
ſtirred out of the count's houſe, ſhe conld not take 
one ſtep without exciting the curioſity of the whole 
family, and above all that of. Tenermill, who per- 
haps would force his company on: her whether ſh: 
would or not. : 
Nevertheleſs, as ſomething muſt be granted to 
her impatience, and that I had foreſeen the ſame 
difficulty in moderating that of Patrick, I 


yielded more readily to her propoſal of bringing 


him at night to the count'ss I had my apart- 
ment there, iato which it would be an eaſy mat- 
ter to introduce. him, and I did not fear a grea- 
ter difficulty of getting him privately into hers. 
I undertook to do her this piece of ſervice ; only 
I annexed to it a condition, that inſtead of giving 
herfelf up to the pleaſure of ſeeing again her infide!, 
and of making with him too eaſy a compoſition, 


ſhe ſhould affect, if not a coldneſs and indifference, 


at leaſt ſuch a kind of reſentment as ſhould aug- 


ment the grief and repentance of. the criminal, 
and even hinder him from believing her pardon too 
eaſy to be obtained, and the remembrance of bi 
offences obliterated. She -promiſed me every thing 
that I thought neceſſary to inſiſt on; but the _ 
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ardour of her engagements made me doubt whether 


_ they were ſincere, or whether it was in her power to 
" fulfil them. ; 

1 I hoped nevertheleſs ſo much from this interview, 
a that abandoning all other care, I immediately went 
ha to Saiſons, to declare to Patrick a happineſs, that he 
K had no room to expect ſo ſoon. He received the 
= news of it with tranſports. I ſpoke of Donna Fi- 
_ guerrez, and of the acquaintance ſhe had made with 
* the counteſs. This incident, which had diſturbed my- 
1 ſelf, cauſed him no leſs inquietude. After the pro- 


* poſals ſhe had openly made him by letter, he ſaw 
2 himſelf expoſed, by the impatience the ſhewed to knit 


na herſelf to our family, not only to ſee her under 
RY ſuch circumſtances that he could expect nothing from 
* her but importunity, but to fear, that with ſo much 
* wit and addreſs ſhe might raiſe ſome obſtacle to 
ale his deareſt hopes. Her acquaintance with Tenermill 
8 ſerved only to redouble his fears. Not expecting to 
"* conceal from him long the renewal of his love for 

Sarah, he found himſelf in the front of two adver- 
10 fries, who would have the ſame intereſt to traverſe 
os him, and who would from thence become only too 


terrible by an union of their reſentment. This no- 
tion made us deliberate before-hand upon the con» 
duct it was neceſſary for Patrick and Sarah to obſerve 
after their reconciliation. In the ardour of a thou- 
ſand new ſentiments, which already made this good- 
natured brother believe, that his happineſs depended 
lels on rank and flation, than on the ſatis faction of 
lus deſires, he ſpake of going over into Ireland, and 
burying himſelf in the county of Antrim. But I 
judged too well of the beginning of his fortune to 
ſuffer him to remove from St Germain. On the con- 
trary, I propoſed to him to go and throw himſelf at 
the king's feet, with her, whom I yet thought he 
had ſome right to call his ſpouſe, and to demand 
trom that prince his protection and permiſſion imme- 
dately to renew his marriage. You ſhall continue — 

| . 


V 
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St Germain, ſaid I, under the eyes of a protector 
powerful enough to defend you, and if he has a deſign, 
as he has often declared to me, of engaging you to his 
perſon, you will have no occaſion of ſeeking out ano. 
ther ſanctuary. | 
le reliſhed this advice. I had informed him in 

his retreat, that among the advantages mademoi- 
ſelle de L—— had brought him on his marriage, 
there ſcarce remained enough to ſatisfy the debts ſhe 
had left him to pay. The titles, upon which his 
3 were founded, were among thoſe that 
ad been conveyed out of ſight; conſequently he 
had only to depend on, for all his means, the dividend 
of the ſum we had brought out of Ireland. See 
then, ſaid I, if it be ſuitable to your circumſtances 
to negle the hopes you have from fortune. 

His reſolutions appearing to be fixed, we 
ſettled the hour for his coming to Paris, and 
the precautions he ought to obſerve for getting 
into my apartment. I truſted to the addreſs of Ja- 
cin, whom I engaged to ſend for him. 80 lawiul 
an enterpriſe having nothing in it that ought to 
alarm me, I was under no diſturbance. for the ſuc- 
ceſs, and I conſidered it only on the ſide that flattered 
my deſires. I never thought of the innocent plea- 
ſure I might have had in — Sarah ignorant of 
the viſit I kad taken care to procure her. An un- 
foreſeen happineſs might cauſe her too much confu- 
ſion, and I wiſhed that prudence might preſide over 
all our reſolutions. I gave Patrick notice of my 
deſign, and a caution to contribute all in his power 
to the concealing our ſecret, 4 

The hour I had appointed my brother was that 
on which the company that ſupped at the count's 
uſed to ſeparate. It often happened, that 'Tenermill 
went abroad when all the company were gone, and 
J obſerved alſo, that he ſometimes ſhut himſelf up 
in his chamber. Either of theſe ſuppoſitions being 
| equal to my purpoſe, I only wanted the _ | 0 
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which all the houſe was quiet. I had agreed with 
Jacin to give me notice of it by my window, that 
looked into the ſtreet; and he was ready to attend 
me towards. twelye o'clock. I went down. myſelf to 
open the door for my brother. 


Among a thouſand refleQions inſpired in me by 


ſuch a whimſical office, I made one upon Patrick's 
fortune, who was reduced to come by ſtealth, and as 
it were in the way of an intrigue, to a woman whoſe 
love and fayours he had ſo long neglefted. The 
experience of others made me alſo remark all the 
caprices of the paſſions. Sarah, who expected us, fa- 
youred our march by the care ſhe had taken of 
planting her chamber-maid in our paſſage. We at 
length gained her apartment, both agitated by dif- 
ferent motions, he from a doubt of the diſpoſition 
he was about to find Sarah in, and I from a confu- 
fion, which the novelty of the ſervice I was engaged 
in, gave me in ſpite of my teeth. Joy and hope 
nevertheleſs got the better in my heart, when be- 
ing very luckily got in, I ſaw myſelf almoſt ſure of 
the ſucceſs of my enterpriſe : But Patrick's per- 


plexity continued longer. Although he affected a 


ſteady countenance, and that not daring to rely on 
his hopes, he ſeemed to pauſe upon regulating his 
firſt expreſſions, from the marks of pleaſure or diſ- 
ſatisfaction ſhe ſhould diſcover at firſt ſeeing him, I 
obſerved that his confuſien did not leave him at li- 
berty enough to make this diſtinction. Amazed at 
his ſilence, I was going to open my mouth to ſerve 
him as an interpreter, when ſeeming to recover him- 
lelf rather from a ngtural effect of courage, than 
from the cure of his diffidence, he bent one knee 
to Sarah, who had riſen off her chair upon ſee- 
ing us appear. He was about following this motion 
with ſome ſpeech ; but the weak Sarah did not give 
him time to pronounce it; being as much abaſhed, 
as he appeared to humble himſelf, or rather tranſ- 
ported by the inclination of her heart, which would 

- not 


168 The Dean of Col EERAIxE. 


not. exact ſo great a reparation for his ſatis faction, 
ſhe threw her arms about his neck, and with a 
broken voice, and her head fixed cloſe to his boſom, 
Ah! my lord, cried ſhe, with as many ſighs as 
words, is it then permitted me to believe my eyes? 
This day which muſt be the moſt happy day of 
my life, if- ir makes me miſtreſs of your heart, 
ſhall it anſwer my deſires, and the promiſes Mr 
Dean has given me? How leng a time have I ex- 
pected it? What have my impatience and my tears 
coſt me? But why this poſture before me, added the, 
yet ſqueezing him cloſe? Are not you the maſter of 
my heart and my repoſe, as you are of my for- 
tune and my life? Suffer me to take that ſituation, 
which becomes me better than it does you; for you 
never have yet for one ſingle moment Joſt the do- 
mion I have given you over me. She would have 
caſt herfelf on her knees, if Patrick had not bore her 
up and prevented her. He led her to a chair, where 
he preſſed her to fit down, and placed himſelf near 
her. Vexed to ſee her yield ſo eaſily to her tran- 
ſport, and to give my brother ſo great an advantage 
over her, I had made her a ſign trom the beginning 
of her words, to remember my advice; and not ſee— 
ing that this notice made any impreſſion on her, I 
had even puſhed her rudely, to make her mind me bet- 
ter. But inſenſible to either one or the other of my 
hints, ſhe had ſhut her eyes upon every thing that might 
one moment divert her from her object. 

I abandoned then this thought, and ſat down near 
them, to ſhare in their joy. Patrick, being recovered 
from all the fears that had tjed his tongue, began 
to expreſs himſelf with ſo many marks of repentance 
and love, that he would ſpeedily have appeared in 
the eyes of Sarah to have merited. that pardon, 
which he ought to have owed only to her indulgence. 
But the moment he had given himſelf up to his moſt 
ſweet tragſports, and had the pleaſure, of ſeeing them 


hearkened unto with as much tenderneſs and ſatiſ- 
| Rh ſaction, 
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factiol, a noiſe which we ourſelves heard at the 
door of the apartment, obliged the chambermaid, 
whom we had left as a watch, to come in and in- 
terrupt us haſtily. She gave us notice, that having 
heard the voice of my lord Tenermill, ſhe had re— 


fufed to open the door to him, telling him from 


the inſide, that her miſtreſs was in bed. But this an- 
ſwer ſerved only to provoke him. In coming into the 
houſe, he had unluckily obſerved, that there were 
not only lights in her chamber, but that ſhe had a 
man with her. He could not have been deceived in it; 
fince Patrick being on the outſide, he had ſeen him 
without being able to diſtinguiſn him. Jealouſy had 
cat him into a furious tranſport, which carried him 
at firſt with as many threats as words to inquire of 
the porter, whether he had opened the gate to any 
one. Although I had uſed no other hands than my 
own in opening it, and even imagined I had not been 
heard by any body, yer the porter (who had thought 
he heard ſome noiſe, but was doubtful of it, as we 
had the luck to make much leſs paſſing through 


the court) not daring to conceal from Tenermill 


hat he thought he had perceived in his drowſineſs, 


this diſcovery increaſed his jealous fury. He came 
ſtraight up to Sarah's apartment, and the black 
ſuſpicions that diſturbed him ſerving for a pretext 
plauſible enough. after he had received his anſwer 
from the chambermaid, he inſiſted that the door 
ſhould be opened for the ſecurity of Sarah herſelf, 
whom he pretended to be in danger of being robbed 
or inſulted by ſome unknown perſon, that he had ſeen 
wth his own eyes in her apartment. | 

Of the four that were in the room, there was 
no body but Patrick, to whom this crue! il! choſen 


time did not inſpire with fear. Befides his courage, 


vhich would not ſuffer him to fear the inſults or 


pride of any man, he could not perſuade himſelf, 


that his brother would one moment keep up his pre- 
tenſions to Sarah, when he knew, that far from ap- 
proving of them, ſhe thought of renewing her firſt 

Vor. III. H engagements. 
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engagements. I ſubmitted, ſaid he, to your reaſons hurt y 
without examining them, and couſented to lay hold of me? \ 
this time of night in coming here out of deference for wl 
to your advice; but as I am aſſured of my happineſs plied | 
from the generous goodneſs of my dear Sarah, I ſo ſearch 
little apprehend the preſence of Tenermill, that on manne: 


the contrary I am charmed to have him a witneſs of ed re 
my joy. Sarah, who knew better than any body how WM havin 

far Tenermill had carried his preſumption, the cham- hes Iv 
bermaid, whom he had attempted a thouſand times I tor 
to draw over to his interelt, and I myſelf, who had in 


- : very w 
my memory his former confidences, had all of us * N 
another notion of this incident; and his obſtinacy and pl. 
to continue at the door threw us into a mortal WM here w 


alarm. ; f Paris t 

He continued to knock there; and although he did his 10 
it with ſome caution, there was nevertheleſs but little died m 
appearance of his giving over the attempt. The W711 x 
apartment had no other door than that which he had nd the 
beſieged. In the mauner I had conceived thoſe things, W 1:1 8 
the danger ſeemed to me ſo preſſing, that without into the 
conſulting either Patrick, who could not yet enter in- riſque c 
to my fears, or Sarah, who was only fit to increaſe I ſ that 
them by her own, I prayed both of them to remain r 
in the chamber we were in, and I determined to ap- 


pear myſelf alone at the door. I had a light in my — 
hand. Tenermill ſhewed an extreme ſurpriſe at ſeeing ¶ ure on 


me. I obſerved his aſtoniſhment, and believed it bin far 
would be the beſt way to take advantage of it by up- ue Pat 
braiding him for his behaviour, whereby I was ig be in hir 
hopes of throwing him into ſome perplexity. Is it, HI id.! 
ſaid I, to the fumes of wine, that I ought to attri- Jou 4 
bute the inſults you have committed againſt a lady ny 3 
who deſerves more reſpe&, and for whom I thought nd the 
you had other ſentiments ? He did not ſwallow then, ga 
intended deluſion. Let us leave inſults alone, ſaid W : 
he in a fteady tone, and if you have no mind 1'F y 
' ſhould go in whether you will or not, let me know your M. 
what perſon is within there ſo late. Is it poſſible, _ 


replied I, purſuing my firſt notion, that wine * daded i 


"> 
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ny hurt your eye-ſight as to hinder you from knowing 
of me? What right have you to call me to an account- 
ce for what I do here? You ſhall nat deceive me, re- 
els plied he, by your vain ſhifts ; it is not you I am in 
ſo ſearch for: And laying hold of the door in ſuch a 
on manner as it was impollible for me to ſhut it, he ſeem- 
of ed reſolved to enter in ſpite of me. This violence 
ow having redqubled my alarms, I choſe to confeſs to him 


m- WT that 1 was with Patrick, by giving him a plain and natu- 
nes WW ral turn to the mötive that brought him there. Ah! 
very well, ſaid I, ſince your imperious humour im— 
us Wl poles laws on me, to which the conſideration of time 
ac end place obliges me to ſubmit, know that I have 
tal here with me your brother, who upon his return to 
Paris thought himſelf obliged to make excuſes for 
his paſt conduct to a lady, on whom he has multi- 
pled misfortunes. My brother! interrupted he; Ah! 
[ will be a witneſs what turn he gives to his excuſes, 
and the manner in which they are received. in vain 
did I reſiſt the effort he made to get in. He puſhed 
nto the anti-chamber in ſpite of me, and I ran the 
riſque of being overturned by the ſhock he gave me, 

that I had nothing elfe to do but follow him. 
Sarah, who ſaw him appear at her chamber-door, 
came up to him with an air of fright, while Patrick, 
piqued at his boldneſs, remained in a muſing poſ- 
ture on his chair. I opened my mouth inſtantly. Ma- 
dam, ſaid T to Sarah, it is without doubt a haſte to ſa- 
lute Patrick that has given my lord the vivacity you 
lee in him. But without lending any attention to what 
| ſaid, he addreſſed himſelf to Sarah. T do not aſk 
jou, madam, ſaid he, what has engaged you to admit 
ny brother at fo late an hour: Your perplexity, 
ind the familiar air in which I ſaw bim fitting by 
jou, gave me to underſtand, as much as the unſea- 
boable time, what I ought to think of this rendez- 
us. Lou have thought me a proper perſon to make 
jour May-game. But are you well aſſured that my 
patience can bear ſo much outrage ? The menace in- 
tuded in theſe laſt words provoked Patrick in his 
| H 2 turns 
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turn. He aroſe, perhaps, a little too haſtily ; and 
coming up to us, I never thought, ſaid he to Te. 
nermill, that any body had a right to condema the 
addreſſes I pay my lady at whatever hour ſte 
pleaſes to receive them, and I expected fewer obſta- 
cles from you than from any body elſe. Theſe words 
had nothing offenſive in them, although they were 
pronounced with a little fierceneſs. But the over- 
heated imagination of Tenermill not laying a juſt 
ſtreſs on any thing, I ſaw anger ſparkle in his 
eyes, from whence I was under mortal apprehen- 
ſions of the effects. He looked on Patrick for ſome 
time in ſilence, and turning towards Sarah; your 
talte, madam, ſaid he with an air of conſtraint, 
will without doubt decide our pretenſions, and the 
circumſtances make me much fear that this deci- 
ſion is already made. But I ſhall teach my brother 
the reſpects he owes me, fince he ſeems to be 19- 
norant of them. He turned his back to be gone, 
Patrick opened his mouth, and I do not know what 
anſwer his reſentment would have been capable of 
dictating to him; but with a handkerchief I had in 
my hand, and with which I readily covered his face, 
I ſucceeded ſo luckily in ſtopping his ſpeech, that 
he could not pronounce the leaſt word. Tener- 
mill had time to go out, giving us at the ſame time 
a new mark of his fury by the violence he uſed in 
ſhutting the door. 

A ſcene thus croſs and unlucky gave me ſo 
much uneaſineſs, that without ſuffering Patrick to 
continue the coverſation he would have reſumed 
with Sarah, I exated of him (with all the weight 
I could give my perſuaſions) to retire immediately 
out of the apartment. Your hearts, ſaid I to 
both of them, have begun to diſcover themſelves, 
and I look upon your reconciliation as a work 
brought to perfection: But I am not ſo ſure, that 
Tenermill, in the warmth of his firſt reſentment, does 
not threaten us this moment with ſome revenge 


Your deſires and my cares ſhall ſoon procure * 
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3 the opportunity of meeting again. You ſhall fol- 
* low me inſtantly, ſaid I to Patrick, laying hold of 


te his hand, and I give you but a moment for em- 
a. bracing your ſpouſe. That tender name, which 
rds they were both charmed to hear, and the liberty 
ere of embracing that they would not have ventured 


_ at ſo ſoon, if I had not ſhortened their difficulties 
uſt by this kind of permiſſion, made them find leſs dif- 
his Wl ficulty in obeying me. Patrick embraced his ſpouſe 
8 a thouſand times inftead of once, and without having 
\me power, or rather without thinking there was any ne- 
our ceſſity of confirming a reconciliation by words, of 
int, which they had given ſuch tender proofs, they con- 
the ſented to ſeparate. | 
i; My chamber being not far diſtant from the a- 
ther Wl partment of Sarah, I led my brother to it, in or- 
ie. der to deliberate together upon an incident, which 
one, Wi obliged me no leſs than him to obſerve ſome mea- 
chat WH fures Without buſying myſelf much about what 
Tenermill might attempt after the danger I had 
got out of, 1 thought of nothing but conſidering 
che juſtice and decency of our fide, ariſing from a 
conduct which left us no reproach to fear. There 
was no doubt but that the next day all the houſe 
would ring of what had happened; and this thought 
made me conſider whether I ought to adviſe Pa- 
trick to return to Saiſons before day: His re- 
treat might have the air of a flight, which would 
make people judge badly of the intentions that 
brought him there, or which would at leaſt give 
Tenermill ſome right to complain of an enterprize, to 
which he would not fail giving names odious enough. 
Nevertheleſs, the perplexity, which the variance be- 
tween two brothers was going to raiſe in the houſe, 
and the difficulty there would be in it to keep them 
from ſeeing one another, or of being aſſured they ſhould 
lee one another without anger and bitterneſs, made me 
uke the reſolution of ſending Patrick away imme- 
lately, His chaiſe waited in the next ſtreet, and I 
preſſed him to be” gone. The only advice I recom- 
5 mended 
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mended to him was to go in the morning to court, and 
by his duty diſpoſe his majeſty to give a favourable 
hearing' to the explanations, with which 1 charged 
myſelf. I promiſed to follow him in leſs than two days ; 
and the only reaſon Thad indeed to defer my departure 
was, the deſire of underſtanding Tenermill's diſpoſitions, 

He ſpared me the difficulty I feared of finding 
the opportunity of a private converſation, Inftead of 
avoiding me, as I expected, he came in the morn- 
jag to my chamber. His complaints were at firſt 
moderate; but having had time to warm himſelf by 
the liberty I gave him of diſburthening his heart 
to me without interruption, he reproached me open 
ly for having abuſed the confidence he repoſed 
in me, in order to betray him, and of having pre- 
ferred all my life the 1atcreſt of Patrick to his, 
I had foreſeen the fixſt of theſe two reproaches, It 
was not by a denial of the charge that I under. 
took to defend myſelf; on the contrary, being in 
raptures that he had givea me this opportunity of 
unfolding myſelf, I avoided to anſwer his accuſa- 


tions, and requeſted him only to give a little at- 


tention to the diſcourſe I had meditated. It con- 
tained at firſt a plain relation of all the events that 
had paſſed in our family while he was in Ireland, 


and of which the count had concealed from him 


the principal circumſtances at my intrea':y, My 
hopes were not only to melt him down in favour 
of his brothef by the recital of his misfortunes, 
but to make him conceive, that the long paſſion, 
which had made Patrick violate ſo many rights, 
had been only a depravation of heart, which till 
left an exiſtence of all his former duties, ſince he 
could not {ſuppoſe that it ever was from reaſon- 
able motives he had violated them. To make this 
concluſion more indubitable, I ſummed up all the 
circumltances of Patrick's firſt marriage; it was from 
me, by whoſe miniſtration it was effected, that he mult 
learn an account of them. There was nothing want- 


ing in it to make the attachment ſacred, and of a 
nature 
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nature inviolable. All theſe conſiderations that hap- 
pened after, and which had their ſource only from 
the diſorder of a violent paſſion, ought to paſs for ſo 
many ridiculous devices in the eyes of reaſon, and 
perhaps for ſo many crimes in the eyes of religion. 
Thus, whatever time had paſſed in ſo palpable an 
error, it could make no change in the effential obli- 
gations on Patrick; and his firſt marriage, added I, 
appeared to me to be fo little altered by the ſecond, 
that if my ſentiments of it. had been believed, there 
had been no neceſlity to renew it, 

This detail relate to the main point of the 
diſpute ; but defiring no leſs to be juſtified upon ac- 
couat of the quarrel, I declared to him plaialy, that 
he deceived himſelf, if he ever thought that Sarah 
Fincer had for one moment loſt the hopes of being 
reconciled one day or other to her hufband, or, 
that ſhe had ever ceaſed to look upon herſelf as 
his wife, I had been a perpetual witneſs of her 
conduct, as much as a confident of her refle&ions 
and troubles. As to myſelf, who had in truth, 


againlt the light of my underſtanding, been inclined 


to, give into the opinion, that ſhe was free, and 
who, upon the united opinions of the king and 
our biſhops had for the ſake of peace countenan- 
ced her entering into another engagement, I in 
vain Jaboured to combat her obſtinacy, and had 
been in the end reduced to allow that my ſen- 
timents were not different from hers. He had then 
flattered himſelf out of ſeaſon, if he had thought 


her in a capacity voluntarily to receive his ad- 


dreſſes; and in all thoſe things that his inclina- 
tions had repreſented to him as moſt favourable to his 
love, he had ſeen nothing but the effect of an ex- 
treme complaiſance for a brother-in-law whom ſhe 
eſteemed, or of a forced conſideration for a man 
whom ſhe had a thouſand reaſons to manage, and 
the more ſo, fince ſhe had obtained the favour of 
the count to make her retreat in his houſe, which 
was in a manner the center of our family, She 
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had herſelf made me this confeſſion ; and when 
the death of her rival had revived all her hopes, 
ſhe had conceived more than ever, that he might oc- 
calion her too much evil or good not to manage him 
in his weakneſſes. 5 

I faw Tenermill bluſh during this declaration, 
as if he had felt a ſharp confuſion for having been 
ſo long the bubble of. ſome flattering appearances, 
But pretending not to take notice of his diſorder, 
I continued to relate to him, with what ardour 
Sarah had given her intereſts in charge to me up- 
on making my journey to Spain; which ſhe had 
the thoughts of taking in my company, and it was 
with difficulty my objections ſtopped her. Since my 
return, I had ſcarce any other occupation than to 
make myſelf ſerviceable to her views; and at the 
very time he had taken me aſide to diſcover to me the 
king's promiſes, and the method he would take to 
haſten the execution of them, I was charged with 
orders from Sarah to bring Patrick into her a- 
partment. What other choice could I make, than 
to liſten to him, as I had done, with all the com- 

laiſance he could deſire, and to promiſe him an in- 

violable fidelity in keeping his ſecret? I had fo 
perfectly obſerved my promiſe, that he had no need 
to fear either the raillery, that is the conſequence 
of abortive projects, or even the triumph of his 
brother, who ſhould never know from me what 
honour. and friendſhip had enjoined me to conceal 
eternally, Thus, added I, did I reckon equally 
both to ſee him renounce his pretenſions, of which 
he could hope for no further ſucceſs, and to find 
in him the inclination, he ought to have, of living in 
a good underſtanding with his brother. 

He hearkened to me with an attention that I could 
not be enough ſatisfied with, and which I began to 
take for an omen of my victory. I waited for his 
anſwer, which he made me with as much exactneſs 
as perſpicuity. I will not take up my time, faid 


he, riſing off his chair, to diſentangle your * 
| ant 


The Dean of Col ERAINE. 177 


and ſophiſms. I have no other laws to regard for 
this world, but thoſe of the king, and for the other 
world, but thoſe of the church: They are both 
united in my favour ; this is the foundation of my 
pretenſions. If Sarah is ſo little nice as to forget 
the outrages ſhe has received from my brother, I 
hope the king will not ſo eaſily forget the word he 
has given me. But even under theſe two ſuppoſitions, 
added he, turning himſelf to the door, I ſhall always 
take care not toſuffer my younger brother to obtain the 
aſcendant over me, and to be upon my guard againſt 
the treachery of my elder. He left me, notwithſtand- 
ing the inſtances I made to detain him. | 
I ſhould have wanted nothing, if I had ſought 

only to diſcover his diſpoſitions. Never did an 
ulcerated heart betray itſelf by more manifeſt and 
undiſguiſed paſſions, although he laboured all in his 
power to curb or conceal them. But the knowledge 
of the evil made me better perceive the neceſſity of a 
ſpeedy remedy. After a number of reflections, I was 
convinced, that the moſt infallible method I had to 
take, was that I had mentioned at firſt to Patrick ; that 
is to ſay, to engage Sarah to go to St Germain, and 
there marry him in the ſight and under the protection 
'of the king, by renewing the church ceremonies, 
which perhaps were not neceſſary to render their en- 
gagements more ſacred, but which yet ſeemed to me 
capable of ſtopping all oppoſition. I went out of my 
chamber, to impart this thought to Sarah, But how 
great was my aſtoniſhment to learn at her door, that 
the had forbidden her ſervants to open it to me! I 
inſiſted to come in, that I might diſcover the cauſe of 
ſo unaccountable a refuſal. Her ſervants knew no- 
thing of it; but her chamber-maid, who came as if 
by chance at the noiſe of my voice, put a note pri- 
vately into my hand, telling me that ſhe had juſt re- 
ceived it, and had orders to give it me without letting 

any body know-a word of the matter. 
Retiring immediately, I read in the hand-writing 
of Sarah, that Tenermill, who had juſt left her, had 
H 5 intreated 
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intreated her not to receive for ſome days either 
Patrick or me; and that having made her this re- 
queſt with a great deal of politeneſs, he was reſolved 
to cut his brother's throat, and to ſeek an oppor- 
tunity to offer me ſome public affront. He had quit- 
ted her, without adding a fingle expoſtulation to this. 


compliment. Sarah not doubting but ſhe was watch. 


ed, had ſubmitted immediately to thoſe terrible orders. 
She prayed me by her letters to pretend, that I was 
ignorant of the cauſe of it, and to confeſs to nobody 
that I had the account from her. 

It appeared very difficult to penetrate into this 
proceeding. Nevertheleſs, I have omitted one cir- 
cumſtance of the letter, which made me find leſs 
injuſtice in it in appearance. Tenermill had promiſed, 
that on his fide he would not expoſe Sarah to the 
importunities of his viſits, for ſo long a time at leatt 
as ſhe ſhould make the ſacrifice he exacted continue. 

Whatever view I could ſuppoſe he had, this kind 
of equality which he put between himſelf and us, 
perſuaded me, that it was not to violence he intend- 
ed to have recourſe. I was retiring to my chamber 
much comforted with this thought, defipniny to 
make uſe alſo of the pen to let Sarah know what 
I had conſidered as moſt ſuitable to her intereſts: 
But my meeting Donna Figuerrez, whom Tenermill 
led by the hand, obliged me to ſtop in ſpite of me. 
She preſſed me with ſa many intreaties to afford her a 
moment's converſation, that not having it in my 
power to make her reliſh my pretences and excuſes, 
1 was under the neceſſity of following her to the 
apartment of the counteſs of 8. . Tenermill 
ſryiled at my embarræſment; and without doubt did 
not triumph leſs at the law he had impoſed on Sarah 
Fincer, of which he eaſily judged I bad already un- 
dergone the rigour. h 

Douna Figuerrez was no ſooner got into my ſiſter's 
ant ichamber, than ordering all the ſervants of the 
houſe to delay for a moment giving the counteſs 
notice of her arrival, ſhe taok me by the haud, 


and 
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and praying Tenermill to excuſe her for talking apart 
with me, ſhe drew me towards a window, where 
we could not be overheard. There looking on me with 
a ſteady eye, it is my impatience, faid ſhe, to talk 


to you, and the doubt whether you would conſent to 
, grant me that favour at my houſe, that brought me 


here this morning. After ſome compliments, that 
correſponded very well with this beginning, ſhe re- 
proached me with a wheedling air for having diſ-— 
guiſed from her the reaſons that had made me op- 
pole the inclinations ſhe had diſcovered to me for 
my brother. I learned them yeſterday, continued ſhe, 
from my lord Tenermill, who has not concealed from 
me neither the paſſion he has for the fair Sarah. 
Fincer, nor conſequently the ardour with which he 
wiſhes to ſupplant his rival, Without opening to 
him my views, which he is yet ignorant of, and 
from the ſole perſuaſion he is in, that you can do 
more than all mankind for our common ſatisfaction, 
I have contrived a plan, which will wonderfully - 
conciliate all our intereſts. Join my lord Tenermill 
to Sarah Fincer, and Patrick to me. As a re- 
ward for this ſervice, I dare promiſe you from the 
credit of the ambaſſador. and my intereſt, that you 
ſhall have off hand one of the beſt biſhopricks in 
Spain or France. She thought ſhe had made fo great 
an impreſſion on me by this offer, that looking on 
me with a ſmile, ſhe did not ſo much as. add any 


reflection to make me ſenſible of the importance of 


the favour. I read in her. eyes, that ſhe already 
thought herſelf ſure of my anſwer. But beſides the 
temerity of her promiſe, which could ſeduce no 
body but a man ſo much blinded by ambition as to 
ſhut his eyes upon all obſtacles, I durit believe, that 
from the idea, which to the preſent time might be 
formed of my character, no body could be cafily per- 
ſuaded, that a motive of this nature was capable of 
affecting me: So I nceded no effort to defend 
myſelf from the ſeduction. On the contrary, ſmi- 
ling in. my turn at the confidence ſhe had placed 
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in her artifice, I anſwered her with as much ſim- 
plicity and ſweetneſs, as was poſfiblewfor me to 
bring into he air of my countenance” and expreſſi- 
ons, that ſhe had offered me a ſuperfluous motive to 
engage me in my duty, and that 1 ſhould be diſpoſed 
to ſpare no pains in eſtabliſhing the honour and tran- 
quillity of my family, Having given this anſwer 
I retired, without examing whether ſhe had pene- 
trated into the meaning of it. I had more curioſity 
in paſſing near Tenermill, who ſtepped forward to 
meet her. I lifted up my eyes on him, and ſought 
to diſcover in his, whether he had as little ſhare in 
the propoſal of Donna Figuerrez, as ſhe would have 
perſuaded me. But the cold and ferious air, with 
which he ſaluted me, made me judge that he was 
indeed ignorant of it. 

This contrivance of Tenermill, into which I was even 
uncertain whether he had not the addreſs of bringing 
the count and counteſs of S, made me haſten 
only the more fo give the explanation I deſired of my 
views to Sarah Fincer. However, I was ſtopped by 
a difficulty to which I had given little attention in 
forming my project. I did not in the leaſt doubt but 
Sarah would follow my advice, and that the bare 
reading of my letter would inſpire her with a quick 
impatience to go to St Germain. But watched, as I 
ſuppoſed fhe was by the orders of Tenermill, what 
way could ſhe take to ſteal off privately ? And would 
it become a woman fo referved to go away from the 
count's houſe, without giving him notice of her 
departure? Nevertheleſs, as I could take upon me on 
the ſpot to make her excuſes, this obſtacle ſtopped 
me leſs than the other. I refolved at length to 
obſerve to her that I would keep a chaiſe ready 
whatever happened, and that if ſhe conſented to 
go, ſhe ſhould herſelf find out the opportunity of 
eſcaping with her chamber-maid and two lacqueys. 
1 put my letter into ſafe hands, and went out 
immediately to get my chaiſe in readineſs. The 


bearer of my note had orders to bring a poſitive 
anſwer, 
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anſwer, as to the hour and other eircumſtances which 
I ought not to be ignorant of. 
In recolle&ng the offers of Donna Figuerrez, if 
J did not find myſelf actuated by ambition, I was 
diſturbed by fear, for which I ſaw but too ſtrong a 
foundation. This ardour of gaining my interelt 
ſhewed ſo much vivacity in her defires, that being 
ſeconded, 'as I had no reaſon to doubt, by the coun- 
ſels of Tenermill, ſhe was capable of throwing us into 
ſome new embarraſment, which I had not at all fore- 
ſeen, This was another motive to preſs the depar- 
ture of Sarah, I gave her notice that the chaiſe was 
ready. The night, which was not far off, might 
favour her eſcape. She got out of the houſe indeed, 
but with ſach bad fortune in her paſſage, that the 
firſt object that ſtruck her eyes, in two minutes which 
ſhe paſſed under the gate waiting till they brought 
up the chaiſe, was my lord Tenermill's coach, whom 
a fort of miſgiving had brought back to the count's. 
He perceived her, and alighting with tranſport when 
he ſaw the chaiſe advance, of which he knew the 
driver to- be a man whom I employed, he had no 
occaſign to have a confeſſion of her defign in order 
to diſcover at leaft a part of it. He nevertheleſs preſ- 
ſed her to inform him where ſhe was going. The 
difficulty of hitting upon an anſwer ready enough, 
made her confeſs that ſhe was going to St Germain. 
She added only, to give a colour to her journey, that 
not having yet had the honour of being preſented to 
the king, whole protection might be neceſſary for her 
in France, ſhe was going for the firſt time to make 
her court to him. Tenermill readily laid hold of this 
overture. It is ſtrange, madam, ſaid he, that you 
have no perſon to attend you : A thouſand reaſons 
ſhould oblige you to think of this; and though I can 
well imagine you reckon upon ſome body at St Ger- 
main to preſent you to the king, yet I look upon 
it as a happineſs to have come ſo ſeaſonably, that I 
may take care at leaſt of conducting you thither. She 
excuſed herſelf from accepting this offer by all the 
reaſons 
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reaſons ſhe could think of: But the ardent Tenermi]] 
added the two horſes of my chaiſe to his coach, and 
taking her by the hand, without minding her reſiſ. 
tance, went in with her, and gave orders to the coach. 
man to drive forward. 

He had two views; one to make ſure of her in not 
letting her out of ſight a moment; the other, which 
was not the effect of a ſudden reflection, to take 
advantage of an opportunity he had a long time 
deſired without being hitherto able to obtain, to 
engage the king to eſpouſe immediately his intereſls 
with Sarah, and even to ſollicit her to receive the 
hand of a man, on whom he intended to heap his 
favours. Thus chance forwarded his molt eager 
deſires. He had good hopes not to quit her, as he 
had given her to underſtand, upon his arrival at 
court, and his deſign being on the contrary to wait 
on the king next day with her, he would paſs the 
night at St Germain, having firſt ſet her down at 
the place where he ſuppoſed ſhe was expected. As to 
Sarah, whom I had promiſed an apartment at Mr de 
Sercine's, ſhe had no means of concealing where {he 
intended to alight ; and this was a new ſubject of joy 
for Tenermill, who always, as Patrick alſo and I did, 
lodged in the ſame houſe. 

But the idea one could conceive of the diſquict 
and vexation of Sarah could not make one ſufficiently 
comprehend what were my own fears. I was mounted 


on horſe-back to attend her, and defirous to avoid 


being ſeen in the count's ſtreet, I rode out of Paris 
to wait for her. The ſight of my brother's coach, 
which I immediately knew, at firſt gave me only 
apprehenſions of the croſs and unſeaſonable time that 
his preſence threatened us with at St Germain, How- 
ever, as he moſt commonly made this journey in an 
evening to be at the king's couchee, aud returned 
immediately to lie at Paris, I had hopes of concealing 
ourſelves from him till kis departure. But I inſtantly 
not only loſt this expeQation, but alſo fell into a mortal 
diſquiet upon ſeeing Sarah ſitting by his fide, joke 
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eould I think of ſuch an unexpected fight ? I had 
gone aſide behind a hired coach, which Juckily ſtop- 
ped on the road. Tenermill did not perceive me; 


but one of Sarah's lacquies knowing me, 1 gave 


him a ſign to alight, and learned from him in an 
inſtant the violence that had been done his miſ- 
treſs. I recommended to him diſcretion, and im- 
mediately reſolving what to do according to the 
circumſtances, I put forward my horſe with the 
ſpeed of a jockey. My delign was to get to St 
Germain before Tenermill and Sarah, to prepoſſeſs 
Mr de Sercine with notice of their arrival, to en» 
gage Patrick, whom I ſuppoſed to lodge there, to 
keep out of the way till the departure of his bro- 
ther, and to wait there myſelf to obſerve what con- 
duct he would hold with Sarah. He did not know 
me as I paſſed by, being wrapped up in my cloak. 


I found Patrick at Mr de Sercine's. I told them 


both by whom I was followed; and perceiving the 
impreſſion this news made on Patrick, I immediately 
informed him of every thing that might ſerve to 
give him courage. | 

It was not without difficulty that I made him con- 
ſent to give way to his brother. He murmured at a 
ſubmiſſion, which he did not at all think due to his 
years, and which moreover love was ſufficient to make 
bim diſpenſe with. I laboured to make him conſider 
it as a diicretion neceſſary for himſelf, and without 
which [ durlt not anſwer for a thouſand obſtacles 
that might perhaps ruin his hopes. How? faid he 
with bitterneſs, will the cruel Tenermill not yet be 
tired of purſuing me? He has in the firſt moment 
raviſhed me of a ſatisfaQion, of which I had made 
only an eſſay. He ſcarce left me time to pro- 
nounce to Sarah the name of gratitude and Jove z 
and mult I again find him here, to wreſt from me 


the pleaſure of ſeeing her, and perhaps to abuſe the 
king's favour, whom he has diſpoſed in my abſence 
to embrace all his temerities? You fail, anſwered 
in your duty to the king, and in juſtice to sʒõ 

| brother. 
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brother. He loves Sarah. He began to love her at 
a time he might do it without a crime. Judge of 
his ſentiments by your own. I have heard you ſay 
a thouſand times, that the motions of the heart are 
not eaſily kept in ſubjection. If he be tranſported 
beyond bounds, 1t is not by outrage or violence he 
muſt be reclaimed. Let us try the way I have pro- 
poſed to you, and doubt not but he will yield more 
freely than you to the king's authority, if he ſees it 
declared in our favour. 

I was indeed perſuaded that the ambition of Te- 
nermill would ſoon cure him of his love, when he 
might find a merit with his maſter of a ſacrifice he 
had to make to his pleaſure. Patrick at length ſub- 
mitted to my reaſons. He withdrew to another 
friend of our family, where I undertook to give 
him notice of what ſhould paſs in his abſence. He 
had but juſt gone out when we ſaw Tenermill's coach 
appear. Mr de Sercine received Sarah with all the 


careſſes neceſſary to inſpire her with a confidence 


in his ſervices. The evening paſſed over in a com- 


mon cold converſation, oecaſioned by the care 'Tener- | 


mill had taken of diverting every thing that might give 
any ſuſpicion of his deſign; and Sarah, being continu- 
ally watched by his eyes, had difficulty to find an op- 
portunity of making complaints to me of this tyranny, 

The hopes I had conceived of ſeeing him go off 
that night, had prevented me from being as ſenſible 
as ſhe was to the obſtinacy he ſhewed in perſecuting 
her. But when I underſtood in the morning not 
only that he was not returned to Paris, but that 
he had offered to Sarah his hand to lead her to 
the caſtle with madam de Sercine, I began to form 
ſuſpicions, which made me obſerve in my turn his 
conduct and words. Having advertiſed Sarah, to 


miſtruſt his offers, and to pretend ſome indiſpoſition 
to excuſe her appearing at court, I laid myſelf out 
to follow him in all his ſteps, keeping at a little dil- 
tance from him, eſpecially in the king's chamber; 


where I indeed obſerved that this prince treated uy 
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with extraordinary favour. I ſoon underſtood by his 
words, that he had informed his majeſty of Sarah's 
arrival at St Germain, and that he had even pre- 
poſſeſſed him of ſome deſign, of which he affected 
to ſpeak mylteriouſly in public. My fears did not 
give me liberty to ſeek to clear up the ſecret ; but 
they were ſtrong enough upon me to make me 
change the advice I had given Sarah. Inſtead of 
deferring her appearance Jonger, I thought ſhe could 
not be too haſty in executing the plan 1 had formed 
with Patrick. I gave. her notice of it myſelf. No- 
thing pleaſing better ker impatience, the execution 
was put off no longer than that morning. I 
could have withed to have found out ſome moment 
when Tenermill ſhould be abſent from the King's 
apartment; but I even palled over this ſcruple, 
and fancied, if he had any thing to ſuffer from a 
ſcene, of which he ſhould be a witneſs, it would 
help better to make him for ever turn his back to 
all hopes, whereof we were deſirous to ſtop up 
the courſe, We ſaw him go out to make his ap- 
Sarah, more brilliant by 
her natural graces than her dreſs, though ſhe had 
neglected nothing to ſet them off Ly the moſt courtly 
attire, was accompanied by monſieur and madame 
de Sereine; whilſt Patrick, dreſſed out with the 
ſame air of magnificence and gallantry, took the 
lame way to meet them at the door of the caſlle. 
I went alone into the king's apartment, almoſt 
as ſoon as Tenermill. Among many ſtrangers, who 
had come to make their court to this prince, I ob- 
ſerved the Spaniſh ambaſſador, with whom I was 
ſurpriſed to ſee Tenermill in familiar converſation, 
| was yet more ſo upon obſcrving them both to ſmile 
when they ſaw me, and ſpeak to the king with an 
air that convinced me I was the ſubje& of their con- 
verſation. From thence I took occafion to be more 
ſhy and” reſerved in goiug forward. But the king 
laying perceived me himſelf, beckoned to--me to 
come near him, I was going to ſend for you, faid he, 
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if you had not appeared fo ſeaſonably : and ſpeaking 


to me, with his uſual gpoodnels, of the favourable inten. 
tions he had for my family; you ought not to oppoſe 
them, continued he, by the caprices of which they 
accuſe you. They have propoſed to me a plan, 
which aſſures your fortune, and that of your bro- 
ther's. Mr ambaſſador will explain it to you; but 
I approve of it, ſuch as it has been juſt told me, and 
I freely confirm the promiſes I have given of making 


you a biſhop, if you do not remain obſtinate in re- 


ject ng your own advantage and that of your family, 
A propoſal ſo unlimited aot obligiag me to any thing 
but general declarations of reſpect and ſubmiſſion, [ 
made no haite to aſk the amballador or my brother, 
what theſe explanations were, that I thought I knew 
before hand, 
But the moment they (:.emed diſpoſed to take me 
aſide, probubly to ati:fs the impatience they ima- 
gined I was under, madame de Sercine aud Sarah 
came forward, having demaaded permiſſion of the 
king; and Patrick, who followed them at ſome dil. 


tauce, preſſed alſo to come up, to preſent himſelf as 


ſoon as they to the eyes of that prince. I obſerved 
the aſtoniſhmeat of Tenermili. He drew near the 
king again upon ſeeing Fincer's daughter appear; 
but with whatever deſign he had made this motion, 


his ſurpriſe ſcemed to be much increaſed, when he 


had perceived Patrick. It diſturbed him to that de- 
gree as to make him anticipate the king, who ſeemed 
diſpoſed to ſpeak. Sire, ſaid he, I flatter myſelf that 
your majeity will not forget what it is I have to fear 
from my brothers. It would be injuſtice, anſwered 
this good prince, to refuſe hearing them. My conli- 
dence redoubling by this anſwer, I ſtepped forward 
immediately; and all the courtiers, who expected 
ſomething entertaining in this ſcene, ranked them: 
ſelves in order enough to leave us, as it were, expo. 
ſed to open view in the middle of the circle formed 
about us, 

Patrick 
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Patrick and Sarah took advantage alſo of a diſ- 
polition fo favourable; and laying hold of the op- 
portunity, they bent one knee to the king. Patrick's 
ſpeech had more force and tenderneſs in it than 
length. Having made an acknowledgment of his 
errors, and lamented his misfortunes, he requeſted of 
the king as an only favour, to grant him a felicity, 
of which he had not before jultly underſtood the va- 
lue. - And to remove all appearance of doubting his 
repentance, he confeſſed, that in the warmeſt ardour 
of an unhappy paſſion, by which he had ſuffered him- 
ſelf to be overcome, he had never ſmothered thoſe 
ſentiments of his heart, which in ſpite of him 
always repreſented to his memory the good offices 
and charms of the generous Sarah, He added, that 
in returning to her by the power of inclination, as 
much as by the force of duty, he had been fo happy 
as to find in her the ſame inclinations, and that ha» 
ving no right to expect any thing from her but 
hatred, after ſo much ingratitude, it was incumbent 
on him to diſcharge all at once both the debts of 
love and gratitude. 

This ſhort harrangue, delivered with a good deal 
of gracefulneſs and genteel action, raiſed in the aſ- 
ſembly ſuch a favourable hum of approbation, that 
the omen from thence did not ſeem to be very fortu- 
nate for Tenermill. His indignation and confufion 
ſparkled in his eyes. He requeſted permiſſion of the 
king to ſpeak ; but that prince turning towards Sarah, 
and the diſpoſition of the ſpectators, who ſeemed 


to expect ſome explanation from her, making him 


forſee that he ſhould not be heard with the ſame 
favour, he choſe ſtill to endure this ſecond mortifi- 
cation, which helped to take away from him all re- 
mains of hope : For Sarah made no delay to requeſt 
the king's conſent as a favour ; and declaring to his 
majeſty, that conſcience and juſtice were equally in- 
tereſted in it, ſhe implored the authority-royal to 
ſupport her juſt rights, and from thence congratu- 
lated herſelf for having no oppoſition from Patrick, 


who 
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who was the only perſon from whom ſhe had dreaded 
any obſtacle. The ſenſe of this ſpeech was ſo clear, 
that the king, addreſſing himſelf to Tenermill and the 
Spaniſh ambaſſador, demanded of them, if they had 
been aware of this obſtacle to the plan they had pro- 
poſed, and if they believed that there was any anſwer 
to be made to the requeſts of a huſband and wife, 
who defired the permiſſion of living well together, 
The ambaſſador, who was determined to nothing but 
an exceſs of compliance to the ſervice of his niece, 
anſwered by a bow of his head, which ſeemed to 
diſcover as much ſubmiſſion as aſtoniſhment. I ex- 
pected a greater reſiſtance from Tenermill; but whe- 
ther neceſſity of circumſtances had taken away all 
his courage, or whether the opinion I always had of 
his love held good, he choſe to act a part, that drew 
on him all our admiration, and that of the king him- 
ſelf. My pretenſions, ſaid he, (raifing his voice, as 
if ke had addreſſed himſelf to the ,whole aſſembly) 
have always ſuppoſed, that juſtice, religion, and all 
the rights which are this day ſued for againſt me, 
were on the contrary united in my favour; and I had 
yet this further reaſon to ſubmit to the inclination of 
my heart, that in the marriage I propoſed, I thought 
to have found, with my own proper advantages, thoſe 
of many perſons moſt dear to me, and, if 1 durſt 
venture to ſay it, thoſe even of 
mention the name of Sarah, and looking only on 
the king, as if he had been ſure of being heard; but 
I cannot reſiſt, added he, when I have in oppoſit ion 
to me, the will of my maſter, and the happineſs of wy 
brother. 

All the aſſembly applauded this ſpeech. The 
king, pleaſed perhaps to ſee himſelf delivered from 
an embarraſment, which he had foreſeen from the 
beginning of the ſcene, highly ſet off this generous 

5 — by great encomiums, and ſtooping as low 
as the ear of Tenermill, ſeemed to conſult him a mo- 
ment upon ſome point that was to me a ſecret. Af— 

terwards, as if he had then reſolved what to ſay, the 
2 | | miſcarriage 
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miſcarriage of one project, ſaid he to the Spaniſh 
ambaſſador, is ſometimes repaired by another: What 
hinders you from giving your niece to lord Tener- 
mill? He may inform you to what I have deſtined 
him: Moreover, I will not retract my promiſe to 
Mr Dean. The ambaſſador's anſwer was as po- 
lite as it ought to be; but not venturing to engage 
without the participation of his niece, he requeſted 
time of the king to know her thoughts. 

Tenermill ſupported his promiſes with an air fo 
diſengaged and natural, that | thought them ſincere. 
Upon our return to Mr de Sercine's, he gave his 
hand to Sarah, and turned the diſturbances he had 
given her in her apartment into a banter. He made 
apologies to his brother upon the foot of his being 
ignorant that he had preſerved ſo great an affection 
for her, and acknowledging that nobody could con- 
teſt his prior rights. I might have ſuſpected theſe 
proteſtations a little, who had taken the pains to give 
him theſe informations, of which he pretended to be 
ignorant; but diſtinguiſhing very well between what 
might be aſcribed to his politeneſs, and to a defire 
of juſtifying himſelf, I never imputed it to him as 
a crime to exaggerate a little the integrity of his 
intentions, My friendſhip for him rekindled {fo 
lively by the ſacrifice he had made to his brother, 
that beginning again to grow warm in his intereſts, 
I conſidered how far I ought to ſuffer him to lend an 
ear to the new propoſal] made by the king to the 
ambaſſador. The birth, the fortune, and even the 
merit of Donna Figuerrez could not make amends for 
the diforders which had been related to me of her 
conduct. I knew that Tenermill had too much ho- 
e nour to marry a woman diſgraced in Spain by twenty 
1 ſcandalous intrigues ; and if this reaſon had made 
6 me readily conceive why the ambaſſador had ſo eaſily 
$ 
v 


D e ww \{ ss YA yy ws 9 


* 
— 


"_ 


conſented to propoſe her to the king for a younger 
brother ſuch as Patrick, I could not find but that the 
lame motives ought to make upon us the ſame im- 
preſſion; or rather I was perſuaded that he could not 
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from thence have conceived even any hopes, if he had 
imagined that I had brought back ſuch good infor. 
mations from Spain. On the other hand, the repug- 
nance I had to diſcover odious ſecrets, which were 
not known in France by any body but me, the regards 
I had to chriſtian charity, which created in me a law 
to conceal them, and even the fear of expoſing my. 
ſelf, by diſcovering them to the revenge of a wo- 
man, whoſe addreis and vivacity | knew, had caſt 
me in the very beginning into a perplexity, from 
whence I forelaw it would not be eaſy to get out. 

It was not yet time to examine into the bottom of 
difficulties which ſeemed to be but little preſſing, and 
I was not in haſte even to diſcover by what new in- 
trigue of Donna Figuerrez the Spaniſh ambaſſador 
came to St Germain a quarter of an hour before 


Sarah and Patrick were preſented to the king. 


Chance alone might have produced this meeting. I 
was more apreeably taken up at our arrival at M. de 
Sercine's by divers favours of heaven, which in one 
moment were .heaped on my family. A gentleman 
commiſſioned from the king, beginning by compli- 
ments upon the marriage of Patrick, declared to him, 
that his majeſty's pleaſure was to have it celebrated 
in his preſence, and calling him by the name of ear] 
of 5 —, he informed him, that he was juſt be- 
fore created a peer of Ireland by that title. I have 
obſerved before, that Patrick had taken on him the 


title of the eldeſt of our family upon his mar- 


riage with Sarah Fincer, and that according to the 
cuſtoms of our iſlands, this change could not be au- 
thoriſed but by the preſumptive renunciation of Te- 
nermill. The king, who had already formed ſpecial 
views for all our family, was pleaſed, that without 
having recourſe to a borrowed title, my two brothers 
ſhould appear in Ireland under the ſame diſtinction. 
But perſiſting no leſs in the deſign of particularly 
engaging Patrick to his perſon, he ordered him to 
be informed, that with the dignity of his chamber- 
lain, with which he had in:«tted him upon his de- 
| parture 
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parture to Spain, he now granted to him that of his 
high-treaſurer, to make him amends, by the emolu- 
ments of this office, for his trouble and ſlavery in 
the other, which was purely honorary. Among the 
ſmall number of lords, of which the court of St 
Germain was compoſed, it ought not to appear ſur— 
priſing, that two employments of ſuch conſequence 
were united in the ſame perſon. They were even more 
important than could well be thought from the idea 
hittorians have given of this king's ſituation. The 
penſions he drew from the court of France and 
Spain did not require the creation of any extraor- 
dinary employment to receive them; becauſe being 
paid regularly upon a bare order, they were not ſub- 
jet to perplexed accounts. But the king drew con- 
ſiderable ſums from the catbolics, and other ſub- 
jects of England and Ireland. He had there in the 
ſeveral counties offices eſtabliſhed with as much order 
and regularity as in the molt peaceable years of his 
reign. It was over this kind of revenue that he 


conſtituted Patrick adminiſtrator, under the title of 


high-treaſurer, 

I was preſſed down by this torrent of benefits. 
The bearer of theſe happy tidings had orders to de- 
clare to me from the king, that he had collated me to 
the biſhopric of Cloyn. In truth, this was no more 
than a titular promotion, without any particular cure 
of ſouls, and without revenue: But the intention 
of this prince was not to remove me from continuing 
near his perſon; and propoſing only to make me 
uſeful in his ſervice in Ireland, his deſign was, that 
in the journeys I ſhould undertake there, my dig- 
nity might give me more conſideration among the ca- 
tholics. 

We ſhould have returned immediately to the caſtle, 
to diſcharge ourſelves of all our obligations of gra- 
titude, if the ſame gentleman had not been com- 
miſſioned to tell us, that the king gave us ſome days 
to regulate our domeſtic affairs, and that we ſhould 
have notice whenever he judged it proper for us = 
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ſee him again. This order, which agreed fo badly 
with our zeal, proceeded all at once from two diffe- 


192 


rent cauſes. We were informed of them by Tener. 
mill before night. Not having the ſame reaſons to 
abſent himſelf from the king's preſence, he returned 
to the caſtle. The Spaniſh ambaſſador remained 
there after us; and the king, who was under ſome 
concern to ſee the execution of one part of his de- 
figns retarded by the uncertainty of Tenermill's mar- 
riage, inquired particularly of that miniſter what 
expectations there were from the diſpoſitions of his 
niece, He did not doubt but on lofing all hopes of 
being married to Patrick, ſhe would freely conſent to 
receive the hand of his brother; and diſcovering to 
him his- reſolutions for the eſtabliſhment of his for- 
tune, he had encouraged the ambaſſador by this 
motive to uſe all means for haſtening the marriage, 
The time he had given us to regulate our affairs 
was the ſame he was willing to allow Donna Figuerrez 
to come to a reſolution. This excellent king carried 
his good nature ſo far as to acquaint Tenermill with 
this particular; and not being ſhy of letting him fee 


how ſenſible he was of the pleaſure of making us ail F 


happy, he declared further, that by depriving us for 
ſome days of the honour of ſeeing him, he had an 
eye to the ſatisfaction of ſeeiag us all content, and 
of receiving the thanks of our whole family all at 
once. Tenermill, being already as expert a courtier 
as if he had learned that quality by long experience, 
took this opportunity of putting the king in mind of 
the counteſs of 8 and ſome words of praiſe, 
turned with as much addreſs as truth, made thoſe 
impreſſions on him, of which this dear fiſter felt alſo 
the effects. 
The joy I received from ſo many agreeable events 
would have been pure and unmixed, if my reflections 
on the character of Donna Figuerrez had not ſtepped 
in to interrupt it. Nevertheleſs, I turned over the 
_ diſcuſſion of ſo fſerious-a difficulty till my return to 
Paris. Tenermill being without love, I was ſure of 
| — bhaving 
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ö having nothing to combat in his heart, if I ſhould 
dlink myſelf under an obligation of making him drop 
the deſign of his marriage. I ſaw him nevertheleſs diſ- 
? WH poſed to ſpare no pains in order to give it ſucceſs. But 
I could not conceive, that ambition (which, he began 
to confeſs to me, was the only paſſion that poſſeſſed 
him intirely) had made him ſo ardent in the court- 
ſhip of a woman, without the leaſt degree of love. 
What I admired only as an effect of his lively ima- 
gination was, that the moment he turned his defires 
on that ſide, he mingled the charms of Donna Figuerrez 
in all his diſcourſe, with as much ſatisfaction and 
reliſh, as if he had felt for her all the warmth of the 
moſt tender paſſion. He had ſeen her enough to be ac- 
quainted with her whole merit; and in the need ſhe had 
thought ſhe had of his aid, one may eaſily fancy ſhe 
had practiſed every thing to gain his eſteem. But 
having once penetrated the bottom of his heart, I 
thought I better knew his ſentiments than himſelf, 

He no ſooner arrived at Paris, than he paid her 
a viſit at her Jodgings with the ſame ardour; and 
not going about the buſh to declare his deſires and 
WJ hopes, he flattered himſelf, that with the king's pro- 
tection, the approbation of the ambaſſador, and the 
declaration of his own love, he ſhould eaſily obtain to 
be heard upon that point. But it was not ambition that 
tickled the heart of this beautiful Spaniard : She had 


this news had caſt her into a frightful deſpair. If 
he did herſelf a violence in receiving Tenermill 
mth an undiſturbed countenance, ſhe could not hear 
that he built his happineſs upon the repulſe Patrick 
had given to her paſſion, without aſcribing to him a 
hare of her misfortune ; and this thought inſpiring 
ter with fury, ſhe treated. him with a pride which 
might have been capable of diſcouraging him. But 


ww cording to the opinion he had of women, he looked 
tue pon their rigours as nothing; and not feeling for 
* Donna Figuerrez that tender inclination which had 


given him hopes of finding in Sarah the ſatisfaction 
Vor, III. ; i ; I of 
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juſt heard from her uncle the ruin of her love, and 
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of his heart with the advantages of fortune, he did 
not from thence entertain leſs hopes of vanquiſhing 
her. Thus the combat began between an ambitious 
man without affection, who would fain triumph over 
a heart, to make love ſerve as a ſtep to his prefer. 
ment, and a woman paſhonately tender and coquet- 
tiſh, who preferring the ſweet delights of love to all 
advantages of fortune, might eahly be ſoothed by 
his application and cares, yet could be moved 
only by ſuch as ſhe thought ſincere. With an 
experience and penetration, which gave her a bet- 
ter judgment of love than any other woman, ihc 
brought into this kind of liſts a heart filled with ano- 
ther lover, and the moſt unlucky prepoſſeſſion againſt 
him whom ſhe accuſed of her ruin. A. ſevere {chool this 
for Tenermill, which nevertheleſs furniſhed me with 
profitable * for the knowledge of paſſions and 
characters. 

He returned from this viſit with a diſturbed air, 
which I took notice of, He did not even ſeek to 
diſguiſe it from me; and giving me an account o 
the reception he had met with from his miſtreſs, he 


aſked my opinion of ſo whimſical a ſetting out. I hadf 


no other acquaintance with the diſpoſition of Don- 
na Figuerrez but from the informations I had ga- 
thered up in Spain. Her character, ſuch as I had then 


formed to myſelf an idea of, was that of a coquette j 


and not diſtinguiſhing all the ſorts of them, I. placed 
her without doubt in the rank of madam de 5—— 
whoſe black artifices, and ſhameful irregularities, I lc 
well knew. It would have been a taſk too new fo 
me to paint out in my imagination a woman, 'whe 
had united in her character as many perfections as de 
fects; one who lived according to her paſſion 
and freaks, yet capable nevertheleſs in her moment! 
of ſerious refle&ion of thinking with as much juſtneſ 
and propriety as a man the mott diſtinguiſhed by thek 
two qualities; —— always poſſeſſed of a deſire 0 
pleaſing; not thinking the glory of a wo 


man to conſiſt but in the multitude of her conquelts 
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and even purchaſing them by her voluntary foibles, 
when ſhe could only find this way to put on or rivet 
the chains of a lover; —— but more tender and 
paſſionate than any body for the man whom ſhe had 
the art of bringing to her love; — with all this — 
generous, good, ſubtile, but without malice in her 
wiles and artifices ; ——— always ready to oblige by 
her ſervices, and to anticipate requeſts by her offers 
and diligence ; as ſeducing allo by the allure- 
ments of her humour and behaviour, as by the charms 
of her perſon ; in fine, — one compounded of a thou- 
ſand virtues and as many foibles. Such nevertheleſs 


was Donna Figuerrez, and I had to this time done 


extreme injuſtice to her, in comparing her to a wo- 
man ſo debauched and vicious as madame de 8 

However, as I was yet filled with this notion, and 
without coming to a reſolution of the difficulty 1 
had began to examine, the opportunity was too favour- 
able not to ſound fully the principles of Tenermill; 
I ventured by chance upon ſome general reſlections 
upon the danger of taking a wife, whoſe character 
and conduct one does not know. I could have cited 
for example mademoiſelle de L —, if he had 
not been yet ignorant of the unfortunate adventure 
of his brother; but J found in the quality of a fo- 
reigner, and above all of a Spaniard, ſufficient to 
give form enough to my way of reaſoning. I know 
not, ſaid I, whether the birth of Donna Figuerrez, 
her hopes 2 being heireſs to the ambaſſador, and 
even the favours the "king annexes to your marriage, 
are reaſons ſtrong enough to give you tranquillity 
under this ſort of danger; and if you think upon 
it as I do, it will be at leaſt & remedy for your conſo- 
«ation in the caſe, wherein the rigours you complain 
of may make you abandon your enterprize. 

He had hearkned to me very attentively. You could 
have added, anſwered he, if the evils you have re- 
lated are yet only matters of apprehenſion, or if 
they ve already happened; for having been in Spain, 
where you Rave had as much acquaintance as Patrick 

I 2 with 
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with Donna Figuerrez, it is ſtrange if you be not bet. 
ter informed than you are willing to appear. I found 
myſelf too far engaged. However, he himſelf fur- 
niſhed me with means to draw myſelf out of the per- 
plexity. As much acquaintance with her as Patrick, 
replied I, in the way of defence! You may know 
from her and from him, that I never ſaw her but twice 
during my ſtay at Madrid. It is then to Patrick 
himſelf, replied he, that I muſt addreſs myſelf, to 
clear up the doubts you would inſpire me with. But 
while I wait for his teftimony, I may confeſs to you, 
added he, that not defiring hereafter to look for more 
in a woman than thoſe conveniences, which an ad- 
vantageous marriage may afford for the advancement 
of my fortune, I ſhall perplex myſelf but little about 
the character of her who brings me birth and riches, 
We were interrupted with the acclamations of 
the count and counteſs of 8 „who returning 
home had been informed of the happy arrival of 
Sarah and Patrick, and who having yet. had only 
uncertain accounts of their reconciliation and the 
king's goodneſs, were eager and haſty to find them 
out, to heap on them their careſſes and congratula - 
tions. We went together to their apartment. 
'They were there, and in a manner intoxicated with 


love and joy. Patrick, who had bcen ſo long a 


time a prey to grief and anguiſh, without except- | 


ing from them even the period of his fatal paſſion, 
I which had been attended with too much vexation 
and trouble, not to have made ſome alteration in 
his manners and humour, ſeemed to have reſumed 
all at once that ſweetneſs and grace with which na- 
ture had adorned his character. He received the marks 
of our affection with ſuch a frankneſs of heart 
as laid open his moſt inward ſentiments ; and he him- 
ſelf comparing his ſituation with that he remembered 
to have been in during the time of error, which his 
ſenſeleſs prepoſſeſſion had made him call moſt happy, he 


agreed, that the pleaſures annexed to duty are of 
quite another value than the irregular tranſports of 


the paſſions. | 
| The 
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The converſation would have continued a long time 
upon a ſubjet ſo conformable to the taſte of the 
whole company, if word had not been brought the 
counteſs, that Donna Figuerrez wanted to ſee her. 
Tenermill inſtantly got up, and in great haſte went 
to meet her. She received him with more indiffe- 
rence than anger. But when ſhe ſaw the counteſs 
appear, ſhe prayed him to leave them alone toge- 
ther. Their eonverſation continued a long time. 
We were told all the circumſtances of it as ſoon as ſhe 
went away. 

Without diſſembling her ſentiments for Patrick, 
or concealing that ſhe would not even have left Spain 
but for facilitating the means of becoming his wife, 
ſhe confeſſed forthwith to the counteſs, that ſeeing 
him reconciled to Sarah by his own inchnation, 
nothing remained to her but to make uſe of her 
reaſon to heal her heart. But not being at once 
able to renounce the pleaſure of ſeeing a man who 
had been ſo dear to her, and finding not much leſs plea- 
ſure in living in ſtrict union with our family, ſhe re- 
queſted of my filter two favours, both which ſhe 
hoped to obtain; one, to make her that very day ac- 
quainted with Sarah, whoſe friendſhip ſhe was deſirous 
of cultivating; the other, to prevail on Patrick to treat 
her at leaſt with the ordinary reſpe& of politeneſs, 
without being ſo ſtifly determined, as he had been 
ever ſince his return to France, in refuſing her a bare 
viit, The counteſs being willing to excuſe my 
brother, as not having made any ſtay at Paris, I 
pardon him what is paſt, ſaid Donna Figuerrez, ſmiling 
without affectation, but I defire him to. repair his 
fault by a ſpeedy viſit, which I will even receive, 
if he abſolutely infiſts on it, as his laſt adieu. 

My fiſter, weighing theſe two requeſts, found leſs 
difficulty in the laſt than the firſt. She promiſed to 
lay before Patrick what he owed to a lady ſo wet 


diſpoſed towards him; and without doubt, added : 


ſhe, will have no need of entreaties to pay ſo rea- 
ſonable a duty. But knowing what a little reliſh Sa- 
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rah had for enlarging her acquaintance, or rather 
concealing under this pretext the fear of fretting her 
by the fight of a new rival, ſhe civilly excuſed herſelf 
from complying with this requeſt. Her two propo- 
ſals nevertheleſs were of equal importance to her; 
and to lay open before-hand a ſhare of her views, ſhe 
did not deſire to ſee Sarah, but to be convinced of 
what ſhe had to fear from her charms, or to find by 
ſeeing her what it was that was capable of making an 
impreſſion on the heart of Patrick. Thus ſhe was fo 
offended at my ſiſter's refuſal, that having in vain 
often preſſed her requeſt with a number of freth 
motives, ſhe was not ſo far miſtreſs of her vexation 
as to keep in her tears; her reſentment muſt have 
been at its height. She took her leave of my ſiſter 
with a conſtrained ſhew of friendſhip and thanks, 
in order to pleaſe herſelf at leaſt with the expectation 
of a viſit from Patrick, upon which ſhe depended ſo 
much the more, as not being able to obtain the other 
favour, ſhe looked on the promiſe of this as infallible; 
The counteſs ſurpriſed us very much with the rela- 
tion of this converſation. 
on by the ſame zeal, obſerved the departure of Don- 
na Figuerrez, and offered to wait on her home. His 
abſence leaving us more freedom of converſation, [ 
was the firſt to commend my ſiſter for her refuſal, 
and to raiſe a doubt whether it were convenient for 
Patrick to hazard a viſit, of which I could not pene- 
trate into the uſe. However, Sarah, who was never 
capable of a mean diffidence, and Patrick, who thought 
himſelf above danger, were of opinion that good 
manners made this viſit a duty. The count and 
counteſs being of the ſame way of thinking, my 
advice paſſed only for an exceſs of ſcruple. 

As this reſolution was not to be executed imme- 
diately, we waited for the return of Tenermill, who 
ſoon came and rejoined us. His countenance declared 
the tokens of his joy viſible to every body. He had 


been treated, az he told us, by Donna Figuerrez, with 


fuch favour and indulgence, as ſhe had not ſhewn him 
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in his firſt viſit. But his happineſs depended on his 
brother. You muſt, ſaid he to him, take the trouble 
of ſeeing her, to oblige me.. She has made me promiſe 
to engage you to it this very day. She has given me 
hopes, that when ſhe had the explanations ſhe expected 
and ſhould receive with confidence from you, becauſe 
ſhe had known your character a long time, that our 
marriage ſhould be the day after determined with all 
her heart and mind. He did not even call to mind 
the queſtions. which he had promiſed me to aſk Pa- 
trick ; and thinking of nothing but to urge him to be 
gone, he thought it a tedious time to ſee him return, 
to give the laſt certainty to his hopes. 

The night had already ſpread its ſhades over the 
earth; but we were in a ſeaſon when the days were 
ſhort. Ic was ſome time yet before Patrick had abſo- 
lutely determined not to put off till next day a vilit, 
which appeared to him burthenſome under our cir- 
eumſtances. In fine, having ſent zo Donna Figuerrez, 
to know of herſelf if ſhe approved of the hour he 
had pitched on, he went away alone in his own coach, 
and promiſed to be back at ſupper. We paſſed the 
time of his abſence in reafoning upon the motives 
of Donna Figuerrez. Tenermill explained them to her 


advantage; and I confeſſed, after a great number of re- 


flections, that I could diſcover nothing of the matter. 
Towards nine o'clock, one of Patrick's ſervants 
came to us, to make apologies by his orders for the 


neceſſity he was under of ſupping with Donna Fi- 


guerrez. He ordered us to be told, that the Spaniſh am- 
baſſador, and ſome other perſons of the ſame diſtinc- 
tion, being come to her houſe the ſame moment that 


he did, ſhe had not the opportunity of explaining to 


him the reaſons that had made her deſirous of ſeeing 
him. The time having inſenſibly ſlipped over, the 
ambaſſador had requeſted him to ſup with her. Pa- 
trick attempted to retire; but the intreaties of the 
whole company, and particularly of Donna Figuerrez, 
who had promiſed to find an opportunity that night 
of a moment's converſation with him, had determined 
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him, for Tenermill's intereſt, to ſuffer himſelf to be 
prevailed upon to ſtay. | 

This meſſage, though little expected after his pro- 
miſe at parting, gave no diſturbance to any of us. We 
ſupped with the moſt pure and perfect tranquillity 
and joy. Nevertheleſs, it came into my mind upon 
retiring, that every thing was to be feared from a wo- 
man ſo dextrous and violent as Donna Figuerrez. I was 
not capable of carrying any very powerful aid to my 
brother ; but I might at leaſt. watch over the danger, 
and judge what meaſures were neceſſary. to be taken 
to deliver him from it.. From this thought alone, 1 
choſe between eleven and twelve o' clock to plant my 
. Telf oppoſite to the lodgings of Donna Figuerrez, of 
which I had got an account from Tenermill and my 
filter. The ſolitude I immediately found in the 
ſtreet made me almoſt repent of my enterprize ; for L 
could have but little hopes of getting admittance in- 
to a houſe, without having ſome pretence for it. I 
had my valet with.me, whoſe converſation helped for 
ſome moments to divert me. Immediately ſome 
coaches drove up, which ſtopping before her door, 
convinced me yet further, that I was alarmed out of 
feaſon. Patrick, ſaid I, has ſubmitted in ſpite of 
him to the conſtraint of decorum; the company 
that ſtayed him is going to leave him at liberty; his 
coach will be here ſoon, ſince the time appointed for 
the others is come;. I will join him, and take advan- 
tage of his. company home. 

Whilſt my thoughts were taken up with theſe 
hopes, I ſaw many perſons come out of the houſe, 
who immediately. drove off in their coaches. The 
Spaniſh ambaſſador appeared alſo; and as his hotel 
was only at a little diſtance in the ſame ſtreet, he 
went home on foot, attended by a great number of 
lacqueys with flambeaux in their hands, I con- 
cealed myſelf from their fight with great care, Tha 
door having been ſhut after him, I yet waited above 
an hour, and my impatience increaſed. the more, as 

1 did not fee Patrick's. coach come up, or the door 
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opened. \ It nevertheleſs ſoon after was opened, and I 
ſaw a gentleman come out of it on foot, who gave 
orders to the porter to wait for him a moment. By 
chance as 1 walked along the ſtreet, it appeared as if 
I had come out of the ambaſſador's hotel, which was 
not far behind me. The darkneſs of the night not 
ſuffering the gentleman to diſtinguiſh my face, he 
took me by my garb for the perſon he was going to 
call, and who muſt have come from the ſame place. 
Is it you, Mr Almoner, ſaid he in Spaniſh ?- This ti- 
tle was familiar to me, ſincę the king had granted me 
that office. A ſudden impulſe, that foreſtalled all re- 
flection, made me anſwer, yes, in the ſame language. 
Let us make haſte, anſwered the gentleman, turning 
about to walk before; our lovers are together, and 
this is an opportunity which perhaps will never offer 
again. 

BE I opened my eyes at theſe words, I con- 
ceived if not an odious conſpiracy againſt my bro- 
ther, at leaſt that he was menaced with ſome fatal 
accident, and that I had need to call up all my. 
courage and zeal to aid him. The neceſſity of this 
did not appear to me to be yet urgent ; but being re- 
ſolved to riſque every thing, I followed my guide 
without fear, and went with him into the houſe. 
By a ſpecial favour of providence the porter waited; 
at the door without light. We went up ſtairs, which 
was lighted no better than the door. Wait here, ſaid. 
the gentleman, we ſhall have occaſion for a caſt of 
your office preſently. It would have been too dread- 
ful to me to fancy, that they had a deſign on my bro- 
ther's life, and that they would not ſend for a man of 
my gown, but to receive his Jaſt breath : Heaven did. 
not ſuffer ſuch a thought to come into my mind. But 
I had a thouſand other doubts. to torment me mortally. . 
At length the door next to that my guide went in was 
opened all of a ſudden. Come in, Mr Almoner, eried 
ſomebody, you are waited for with impatience, What- 
ever trouble ſuch Jong preparations had given me, I 
obſerved, as I went in, three men well dreſſed, who 
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held piſtols preſented to Patrick's breaſt, while Donna 
Figuerrez, ſwooning in appearance, lay languiſhingly 
ſtretched along on a couch. Come hither, Monſieur, 
ſaid one of the gentlemen, come and repair the ho- 
nour of Spain, and that of Monſieur the ambaſſador, 
by marrying this gentleman to Donna Figuerrez, 
whom we have ſurpriſed together in a poſture not to 
be juſtified but by a ſpeedy marriage. He is happy, 
that in our firſt fury we had not imbrued our hands 
in his blood. My face, which they had not at all 
obſerved when firſt I advanced, my firſt exclamations, 
conjuring them to ſtay their hands, and the words of 
my brother himſelf (Who under the ſurpriſe he was in 
to ſee me, aſked immediately by what lucky chance 1 
was ſo near him, and if I did not wonder at this ſcene) 
made them judge that there was ſome miſtake in their 
adventure. They looked on each other. with amaze- 
ment, without nevertheleſs forſaking the poſture they 
were in. But one of them addrefliug . himſelf to me, 
you are a prieſt, Monſieur, ſaid he, with a Lully ing 


202 


air, it is of no conſequence whether you be a Spa- 


niard or a Frenchman ; give us a caſt of your office 
by a moment's ceremony, which ſhall be rewarded 
beyond your expectations by the generoſity of Mon- 
fieur the Spaniſh ambaſſador. This is his niece, 
whom that gentleman has diſhonoured; religion and 
honour impoſe the ſame duty on you as upon us. I 
came to myſelf again during their buſtle, and _ 
ceived their project in its full extent. PFraterna 
friendſhip, my hatred for all artifice, honour and 
religion, by which they pretended to intereit me, 
actuated me with ſo much fortitude, that the ſight of 
their arms, any more than the conſideration of their 
numbers, did not hinder me from treating them with 
all the ſcorn and contempt they deſerved for engaging 
in ſuch a villainous attempt. I declared to them 
without ſhift or ſubterfuge, that the gentle nan 
againſt whom they implored my aid was my _— 
and [I threatencd them with a puniſhment that all the 


power of their ambaſſador ſhould not deliver m_ _ 
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Perhaps I abandoned myſelf too much to this firſt 
warmth: But whether it were that they were of- 


fended at my menaces ; or whether, in reflecting upon. 


circumſtances, they imagined they were highly in- 
ſulted, by this ſcorn of them ; and that in ſpite of my 
teeth they could force from me the ſame ſervice as 
they expected from their own almoner, one of them 
detached himſelf from Patrick, and coming up to me, 
in my turn preſented his piſtol at my breaſt; Monſieur, 
faid he, you are a prieft, that is enough for our pur- 
pole; come, perform here your function, if you 
would not rather chuſe to be a dead man. I gave 
them no time to wait for my reply, but collecting 
together all my conſtancy, as much out of love to 
my brother, as zeal for my own duty, I ſhewed fo 
much contempt for the death they threatened me 
with, and ſo much indignation againſt the authors of 
fo baſe an attempt, that I ſaw aſtoniſhment painted 
on the faces of our enemies. They durſt not perſiſt 
in their deſign one moment longer, and laying a 
ſtreſs only on their generoſity in ſparing our lives, 
they proteſted, that if Patrick did not freely conſent 
to what they called his duty, our puniſhment was only 
delayed. As to him, who was ſo much preſſed down 
that he could not ariſe from his chair, he fretted at 
an abaſement ſo unworthy of his courage ; and when 
deſpair of ſucceſs had obliged them to abandon their 
enterpriſe, he ſwore, as he went away, that he would 
make them repent their temerity, 

They gave us liverty to be gone ; but to diſguiſe 
better their artiſice, they affected to call the ſervants 
of Donna Figuerrez, and to preſs them to go to the 
aid of their miſtreſs. Patrick expected to have found 
his coach at the gate; but not ſo much as one of his 
ſervants was in waiting. They had taken care to 
ſend them all away at a diſtance, by pretended orders 
from their maſter ; and we were informed afterwards 
by the coachman, that having come at the hour Pa- 
trick had appointed him, they gave him notice to re- 
turn two hours later. Jacin continued at the gate, 

waiting 


204 The Dean of Cor ERAINxE. 


waiting my coming out, having-no other road to get 
to the count's houſe. 

Though the ambaſſador's name had been often uſed 
by the three Spaniards, and that there was great like- 
lihood they were of his train, without reckoning 
that his almoner was to act ſo great a part in this 
odious ſcene, it was to be preſumed the ambaſſador 
had a knowledge of the undertaking ; yet we could 
not perſuade ourſelves, that he had entered into a con- 
piracy diſhonourable to his character. Being reduced 
then to accuſe-nobody of it, but the intriguing genius 
of Donna Figuerrez, we could not yet forbear admi- 
ring how ſhe could build any hopes-on an adventure 
that carried in it not the leaſt ſhew of probability in 
the ſucceſs. For who could be eafily perſuaded that 
Patrick could have the ſmalleſt tie of affection to her, 
at a time wherein he was taken up with nothing but 
his love for Sarah, and of which a thouſand perſons 
could give the ſtrongeſt proofs? and ſo much pains 
taken to draw him into the ſnare, and to dilperſe his 


ſervants far away from him, were not theſe things | 


clear demonſtrations in his favour ? 

All people reaſoned thus who were informed of 
our adventure. Tenermill could ſcarce get rid of his 
furpriſe 5 and the ſhame of being inſtrumental him- 
ſclf in caſting us into this perplexity by his inſtances 
to his brother, chagrined' him-as much as the loſs of 
his hopes. It ſeemed to him indeed, that after a noiſe 
of this nature, he could not have the leaſt appetite 
to renew his viſits to Donna Figuerrez. We all rea- 
ſoned according to this ſuppoſition ; and'the ſcheme 
of his marriage having been the only reaſon that re- 
tarded Patrick's happineſs, we thought that with- 
out being defective in our ſubmiſſion to the king's 
pleaſure, we might requeſt his majeſty to ſhorten 
the time he himſelf had fixed for it. Sarah deſired 


it impatiently, as the paſt fears had inſpired her with 
others to come. Patrick prayed me to requeſt this new 


favour of the king, and even to obtain of his * 
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that the ceremony might be performed without noiſe 
in any other place than St Germain. 
I thought Tenermill ſo fully cured of his notions of 


marriage, that in'going next day to court, it never 


eame into my miad to aſk him, whether I ſhould re- 
late Patrick's adventure to the king. As it was upon 
this foundatioa I weat to ſolicit a revocation of his 
majeſty's orders, it was natural for me to begin with 
this ſtory, and 1 did not ſee further on Tenermill's fide 
the leaſt reaſon that could create in me any doubt of 


it. Nevertheleſs, coming to me the moment of my 


departure, he put to me a hundred queſtions, the 
meaning of which I did not at firſt conceive, and 
which at length all ended in aſking me openly if I 
intended to mention the enterpriſe of the three Spa- 
niard's to the king. This very care of aſeribing our 
adventure to the three Spaniards, and not mixing a 
word of Donna Figuerrez in it, appeared to me to be 
a delicacy altogether new; but without giving me 
time to anſwer him, he added with the ſame abſent 
air, that under whatever form he had conſidered the 
ſcene of the precedent day, he had found nothing in 
it that could make the leaſt alteration in the ſituation 
of things; that the inclination of Donna Figuerrez 
to Patrick was known to every body; that in fekt 


to aſſure herſelf of his heart and hand, ſhe did no- 


thing but what every other woman with the ſame de- 
fires and the ſame power would not fail to attempt as 
well as ſhe; in fine, that after the ill ſucceſs of the ar- 
tifice of the Spaniards, or of her, if I would have it 
ſo, ſhe was not a. whit different from what ſhe was be- 
fore the enterpriſe was undertaken. - Is not ſhe the 
very individual woman, added he (looking on me, as 
wondering I could make a-doubt of it) with the ſame 
birth, with. the ſame perſonal qualities, the ſame hopes 
of fortune? And as to the reaſons I have had for 
marrying her, do they ſubſiſt leſs ? 

He concluded from this way of reaſoning, that 
if on the contrary they could bury our adventure in 
obli on, and, begin to do ſo by concealing it _ the 
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king, no rub could ſtand in his way, after the mar- 
riage of Patrick, to hinder him from reſuming his 
hopes of obtaining the Spaniſh lady. It is certain, 
added he (as if I yet could ſtand in need of this 
confirmation to convince me of it) that ſhe will be 
under a neceſſity of renouncing my brother, when 
ſhe ſhall ſee him irretrievably united to Sarah. Why 
then ſhould ſhe reje& my offers, with all the advan- 
tages that attend them for her, of which her uncle 
has without queſtion informed her ? 

I confeſs that with whatever ſurpriſe I could hear 
all this diſcourſe, I could find nothing to put a ſtop 
to it, when my anſwer was neceſſarily required upon 
that point. I ceuld not indeed convince him, that 
the enterpriſe of Donna Figuerrez was a blemiſh that 
made her more unworthy to be his than before, and 
that her love, which made her employ violence, 
was without doubt the ſame that had made her en- 
deavour at firſt to obtain the heart of Patrick by more 
gentle and ſweet methods. Nevertheleſs, an outrage 
of that nature ſeemed to me ſo rebellious, that at the 
very time I could not find expreſſions, or durſt not 
uſe thoſe that occurred to my mind, to expreſs my hor- 
ror, I admired that Tenermill did not feel the ſame 
impreſſion from it. What I could find moſt moderate 


to ſay to him was, that he would not probably have 


any occaſion to reproach himſelf for having ſubmitted 
to an exceſs of jealouſy. I reckoned I ſhould pique 
him by this irony : But although he perfectly wel! 
comprehended it, yet it did not appear to affect him ; 
and intrenching himſelf under the neceſſity that Don- 
na Figuerrez would ſoon be in of ſtifling her affections 
for Patrick, he made no difficulty of coufeſſing to me, 
that what he demanded of her was moreover very in- 
dependent of the diſpoſitions of her heart. She eſta- 
bliſhes my fortune, ſaid he, ſhe is capable of doing me 
credit by her birth, her wit and beauty; I acquit 
her of every thing elſe. Ambitious ! interrupted 1 
with a quick ſentiment of compaſſion; that you ſhould 


make me know the various ſprings and wheels in the 
| _ 
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\ heart of man! How did I deceive myſelf, when the 


example of your brother made me look on love as 
the only paſſion capable of blinding a man of under- 
ſtanding? How? Do not you perceive, continued 1 
in the ſame tone, that an action ſo raſh as this of 
Donna Figuerrez, is not the firſt eſſay of impudence 
and cequettry ? To what will you expoſe yourſelf, by 
uniting yourſelf to a woman of this character? And 
without explaining myſelf too freely upon the infor- 
mations I had received at Madrid, I upbraided him for 
having ſo ſpeedily loſt the deſign he had of obtaining 
what inſight he could as to the conduct of a woman 
he had known but a few days. But far from anſwer— 


ing my queſtions, think, my brother, ſaid he, that 


this abundance of reflections and pains will make me 
loſe thoſe advantages I ſhall never recover. The fa- 
vour of the king may cool. It is probable that a 
lady of Donna Figuerrez's appearance has ever failed 
in the obligations due to her birth ? Would the am- 
baſſador, her uncle, live in that good underſtanding 
with her? Suppoſe her to be a coquette : Are all the 
ladies of France leſs ſo? And her removal afterwards 


from Madrid, added he, might make an alteration in. 


the nature of a great many things. 

I made no reply to this laſt reaſon 3 and could not 
ſufficiently wonder at this contrariety of principles, 
which made him fo eaſily ſubmit in an article ſo de- 
licate; him, who appeared to be a man the leaſt trac- 
table in the world in every thing that bore the name 
of a point of honour, Whimſical effect of violent 
paſſions, that finds nothing to be of importance but 
what has a relation to them! Love could make Pa- 
trick deſpite grandeur, and ambition could render 
Tenermill-iaſenfible to love. In the mean time, as I 
had no apprehenſion that he would advance too briſkly 
with Donna Figuerrez, I ſtill ſuſpended giving him 


\ thoſe explanations, that I thought moſt capable of 


making impreſſions on him, and reſolved to wait the 
return of Patrick before I took my own reſolutions 
upon the matter. | 

| Neither 
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Neither Patrick nor I could be ſuſpected of pub. 


liſhing our adventure, nor could we in the lealt accuſe 
the count and counteſs of 8 , whoſe diſcretion 
we well knew. Nevertheleſs, Tenermill had the vex- 
ation to hear rumours ſpread about, that gave him too 
much room to judge, that all the world had not ob- 
ſerved the ſame filence ; and as an addition to his 
grief, Patrick informed us at his return, that they 

ad already reached as far as St Germain. The king, 
when he granted him the permiſſion he ſued for to 
haſten the renewal of his. marriage, and to celebrate 
it without noiſe at our little houſe at Saiſons, did not 
wait to hear his excuſes and pretexts for juſtifying his 
petition. He had joked with him upon his fortune ; 
and lamenting Tenermill for being leſs favoured by 
Jove, had added, that this was an incident that 
failed him in his eſtabliſhment. With .the bare in- 
come of his regiment, and twelve thouſand livres 
penſion, I ſhould be very wary, ſaid the king, in 
granting him a title, which would give him leſs ho- 


nour, than it would cauſe him embarraſment in ſup- | 


Porting it. He is young, and well made; Paris may 
preſent him with what he cannot obtain from Spain, 
if he does not rather chooſe to wait our return to 
England, where my friendſhip may perhaps yet help 
better to forward his eſtabliſhment. | 

Thus this prince continued to promiſe himſelf ſuc- 
ceſs, that providence did not think proper to reſerve 
for him. But the impatient Tenermill, who had not 
ſo much reliance on the future, looked on this de- 
claration as a fatal wound: to his hopes. All the 
chimeras, by which perhaps he- had ſucceeded in 
cheating himſelf as to the conduct of Donna Figuer- 
rez, became uſeleſs to him by the king's deciſion. 
What means had he to propoſe them to this prince, 
as he had ventured to do to me? He never had one 
thought of making himſelf agreeable to the French 
ladies. His reſoſute and imperious humour could 
not ſuffer him to. ſubmit to the great attendances and 


complaiſances, in which he ſaw the greateſt part af 
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them place their -gallantry ; and when. his ambition 
to advance himſelf ſhould make him deſcend to this 
ſort of abaſement, he thought that nature having 
not formed him for ſuch a manner of making himſelf 
agreeable, he ſhould run theriſque of making himſelf ri- 
diculous by his grimaces and affectations. As to England, 
he knew better than the king, how little his majeſty could 
rely upon ſome light advantages of the laſt campaign; 
and the notions of an expert officer, who had ſeen on 
the ſpot the diſpoſitions of the country, were far dif- 
ferent from the flattering language of the courtiers. 
Daring ſome days 1 ſaw him fo pegfive and me- 
lancholy, that his grief would have inſpired me with 
pity, if I had not thought it uſeful to make him open 
bis eyes upon the folly of the paſſion that devoured him. 
He carefully avoided me, as if he had taken my looks 


for ſo many reproaches. Patrick's company did not 


appear to his brother leſs unſupportable. He received 
his words and careſſes with an indifference, and ſome- 
times with a haughtineſs, at which the other would 
have had a right to take offence. As it was not 
upon occaſions of this nature that Patrick was ca- 
pable of hearkening to his reſentment, I was not at 
all alarmed at their differences, but on the contrary 
I took a pleaſure in ſeeing with what ſweetneſs he 
would ſacrifice his inclinations to fraternal friendſhip. 
When all the family went to Saiſons to aſſiſt at the re- 
newal of his marriage, Tenermill excuſed himſelf 
from accompanying us, under ſome very ſlight preten- 
ces, There was no perſon there to whom this affecta- 
tion did not give as much trouble as amazement ; but 
Patrick, who ought to have been more affected with it, 


contained himſelf ſo welj as not to complain in the 


leaſt of his behaviour ; and not being diſcouraged at 
the firſt refuſal, he endured more of them with the 
ſame moderation. | 
I knew, that from the hopes that our adventure 
had continued yet a ſecret, and perhaps from an opi- 
nion that Donna Figuerrez herſelf could not imagine 
we could yet have revealed it, Tenermill had gone 
-v 
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to viſit her the day after, and had ſpent with her 
a part of the afternoon. His melancholy not having 
began till after the king's declaration, he ſtil] conti- 
nued to viſit her; and although he did not fail of 
paying his court regularly enough at St Germain, he 
ſeldom happened to paſs an entire day there without 
returuing to Paris. , We could not gueſs that this was 
on purpole to paſs a part of the day with her ; for in 
the free and independent converſation we had elta- 
bliſhed at the count's, curioſity did not ſway any one 
there ſo as to make him remark upon the conduct of 
others. Nevertheleſs, by the indiſcretion of ſome 
ore of his ſervants, I came to hear from my valet, 
that all the time he did not paſs at St Gemain or the 
count's, he ſpent with Donna Figuerrez, and that in 
the houſe of that lady no body talked of any thing 
elſe but of the favour he was in with her. This 
news gave me ſome reſtleſsneſs, of which I could 
not at firſt unravel the cauſe. What could be the 
foundation of an acquaintance ſo ſtrict? I knew Te- 
nermill too well to ſuſpe& him of becoming a ſlave to 
love. 
forth ſecured from all ſorts of attacks; and if Donna 
Figuerrez ſhould yet form any defign againſt him, I 
ſhould be ſtrictly careful to make a ſhare of my diſ- 
truſt fall upon his brother. I was fond of perſuading 
myſelf, that having found in this fair Spaniard more 
wit, than in the generality of the women of his ac- 
quaintance, he had by means of that quality reliſhed 
in her ' converſation the pleaſures of an innocent fa— 
miliarity. He has renounced, ſaid I to myſelf, the 
appearances of love, which according to the deſign 
that made him ſubmit to it, had always ſomething un- 
eaſy and troubleſome to a man of his humour; and 
not ſeeking any thing but to conſole himſelf for the ill 
ſucceſs of his ambition, he contents himſelf with the 
bare pleaſures of friendſhip. I could applaud this taſte, 
added J, if he has made choice of ſuch. a remedy ; for 
judging of it by the ſatisfa&tion Patrick himſelf had for 
a long time found in the friendſhip of Donna Figuer- 
rez, he might have applicd himſelf worſe. ER 
J 


On the other hand, Patrick was from hence- | 
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Why had I not this moment knowledge enough 


in the cuſtoms of the world to miſtruſt an evil which 
was beginning to ariſe ? My zeal could have furniſhed 
me with a thouſand ways to check it in its birth. If 
my own exhortations would not have been hearkened 
unto, I might have employed the aid of the Spaniſh 
ambaſſador, and even the king's authority. I eould 
have engaged that religious prince to awaken the 
ambition of Tenermill by hopes leſs remote. Of two 
dangerous evils, why ſhould | ſcruple to make one of 
them ſerve as a remedy to the other, which was the 
moſt formidable ? If this aid had not been ſufficient, L 
could have induced the king to have kept him in em- 
ployment during the winter by ſome toilſome journey, 
or ſome negociation to 'a foreign court. In fine, I 
yet perſuaded myſelf, that with the aſſiſtance of heaven, 
I could have ſucceeded in making him break an en- 
gagement, which had been a long time the cauſe of my 
zeal and the ſubject of my tears. 

I did not begin too ſoon to deplore him, though I 


came much too late to the knowledge of him. My ig- 


norance proceeded a long time from my ſecurity. I was 
without fear, becauſe without ſuſpicions: Far from 
being alarmed with juſt miſtruſts, I no ſooner fancied 
that Tenermill had taken for the Spaniſh lady the 
ſame taſte that I had ſeen Patrick have for her in 
Spain, than drawing a good omen from the return of 
his tranquillity, and the healing of his ambition, 
which I had found dangerous by its exceſs, I ſought 
an opportunity to congratulate him equally for theſe 
two bleſſings. He received my compliments with 
ſuch an air of ſatisfaction, that it increaſed my con- 
fidence. As to ambition, ſaid he, it is true I am 
much leſs tormented with it : The king has put me 
out of conceit with his favours by annexing them 
to impoſſible conditions; or at leaſt what he turns 


over to times ſo diſtant begins to have leſs effect on 


my longing. And if, added he, I muſt confeſs to 
you this experiment, to which you have perhaps ſeen 


me too much affected, it helps every day to take 


away 
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away even my taſte for the court. I never ſhall ap- 
pear there more but with regret. ' They loaded me 
with favours before I began to merit them; and I am 
put off with uncertainties at a time when my ſervices, 
or, if you will, my good fortune, have perhaps made 
me worthy of ſome regard or attention: This is gi- 
ving me. almoſt an equal room to afford myſelf but 
ſmall applauſe, either on account of the goodneſs, 
that was graciouſly before-hand with my merit; or of 
the juſtice that rewards it ſo ill. In regard to my ac- 
quaintance with Donna Figuerrez, you have reaſon, 
added he, to give it the name of friendſhip, and I am 
obliged to you for theſe compliments which it deſerves. 
It is a long time fince, inſtead of thinking of marriage 
or love, I ſhould have eftabliſhed a commerce of this 
nature. If my fortune did not grow better by it, 
I ſhould have found in it at leaſt an advantage as to 
the pleaſures of my life, and the tranquillity and 
calming of a great number of paſſions, 

Who would not have believed, as I Vid, that this 
friendſhip, which had been capable of reſtoring tran- 
quillity to his mind, and which upon the whole had 
ſerved to cure him of ambition, was founded upon 
the moſt pure maxims of prudence ? I thought of it 
ſo fully in this light, that I ſhould have freely given 
thanks for it to Donna Figuerrez, to whom I aſcribed 
this miracle. Although my knowledge of her had 
been formed from divers diſadvantageous ftrokes and 
lineaments, I had nevertheleſs heard Patrick vaunt of 
her wit, and I knew he had all the qualities capable 
of making him a proper judge of it. If the « 
and underſtanding of the mind do not always defend 
a heart againſt any diſorder, they may be looked upon 
at leaft as reſources, from whence one may always 
have ſome hopes of a return to virtue; becauſe the 
moſt tumultuous paſſions having their intervals of 
relaxation and ſilence, they ſometimes afford a time to 
ſound and enlightened reaſon to ſee the precipice to 
which they lead, and conſequently to arm themſelves 
with new ſtrength either to ſhun or to get out of it, 
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The very diſorders and irrgularities of Donna Figuer- 
rez, the trouble that had attended her paſſions, the 
diſguſts and mortifications ſhe had endured from her 
late enterprize, might not they have produced this 
effect on her, and by the brightneſs of her natural 
talents have made her a proper inſtrument to convey 
it to Tenermill? 

The original of an event ſo remarkable in its 
nature and conſequences deſerved a relation of this 
extent, to prepare the readers for other particulars, 
which will make perhaps the moſt engaging part of 
this hiſtory, I find myſelf alſo under the neceſſity 
of deferring an account, which without doubt they 
have expected with impatience ; that is, the celebra- 
tion of the agreeable ceremony, which eſtabliſhed 
the happineſs of Sarah Fincer and Patrick upon a ſolid 
foundation. My pen is not fit to deſcribe the tran- 
ſports of a new married couple, eager for each other, 
who had ſo much the higher reliſh of joy, as having 
been a long time, the one without deſires, and the 
other without hopes, all the inclinations ſpringing up 
in their hearts, were in a —_ ſo many new im- 
preſſions, which reſembled almoſt in nothing their 
former trials. They ſeemed therefore to gaze on one 
another every moment, as if for the firſt time. Ah! 
that they had been ſeen always under the form they 
aſſumed that day the one for the ether. Sarah 
ſaw in her huſband a man as paſſionate for her, as ſhe 
bad for ſo long a time ſued for from love; and in 
this lady, whom Patrick at another time had looked 
upon as the moſt invincible obſtacle of his repoſe, he 
ſaw nothing but the object of his moſt tender complai- 


ſances, and the inexhauſtible ſource of happineſs no“ 
longer ſubje& to a change. What prayers and vows 


did I not addreſs to heaven in re-eſtabliſhing their 
bands by a new benediction? With what ardour did 
| pray for a perſeverance of ſo much affection, which 
I thought I read in their hearts, and which they 
promiſed ſo freely by their oaths? At another time 
they ſwore in the ſame terms of expreſſion ; but what 
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difference was there now in the diſpoſition of Patrick 
and the ſatisfaction of Sarah? What difference in my 
heart, which ſeemed te take ſhare in their joy, and 
unite itſelf to their engagements, with as much inward 
ſatisfaction, as I remembered to have felt grief and 
_ bitterneſs in Dublin, when I was as it were obliged to 
drag an unhappy victim to the altar! How were the 
omens changed, and how did they alſo proclaim the 
change in their fate? 

To fill up the meaſure of our ſatisfaQion, the 
coynteſs, who was with child, without appearing to 
draw ſo near her time, was ' the day following 
happily delivered of a ſon, Nothing was wanting to 
the completion of our joy, but to ſee Tenermill ſharing 
in it with us there. In the black and melaucholy 
grief, with which his heart was gnawed, he neglected 
to ſend to Patrick and his wife even the compliments 
of decency, from which no reaſon in the world could 
have excuſed him; but this overſight was repaired af. 
terwards by ſincere apologies. 

Some days after, Patrick having propoſed to us 
to go to St Germain, to preſent there his ſpouſe to 
the king, we conſidered, if, notwithſtanding the il! 
humour of Teuermill, we ought not to give him 
notice, that decency ſeemed to require him to go 
with us there. But aftera fitting deliberation we agreed 
not to communicate our deſign to him, and to take 
upon ourſelves. to make his excuſes to the king. 
We knew that in the firſt warmth of the account 
Patrick had given him, he had let two days fip 
without appearing at, St Germain. The king could 
not be deceived iu the cauſe of this abſence ; and far 
from taking offence at it, he had talked the matter 
over with Mr de Sercine in a manner to convince us, 
that he himſelf regretted to have ſeen by the adventure 
of Donna Figuerrez a delay given to his views of ad- 
vancing him. Thus we had very little fear of pre- 


judicing him in the king's thoughts, by confeſſing to 
his majeſty, that the regret of having failed in the 


eſtabliſhment of his fortune had even deprived him 8 
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the pleaſure of being preſent at Patrick's marriage, 
and that our love for peace had made us apprehenſive 
of irritating him, by propoſing to him to join in com- 
pany with us, which he would not have accepted. 
Nevertheleſs, we were but little forward in our 
journey, when we had cauſe to repent of this reſo- 
lution. The three Spaniards, who had aſſiſted Donna 
Figuerrez, were hunting in the plain, with a man 
for their guard, who ſerved them alſo as a guide ; 
and ſeeing an equipage that ſhewed ſome air of 
diſtinction by the number of - ſervants following us 
on horſe-back, curioſity made them come near, 
Patrick knew them, and had not ſufficient command 
over himſelf upon this occaſion, wherein he need not 
have diſcqyered that he was in the coach. He lifted 
up the glaſs :: Meſſieurs, ſaid he in their own lan- 
puage, you may inform Donna Figuerrez, that I was 
married two days ago, and may make my com- 
pliments to her for her having had ſuch bad ſucceſs in 
preventing it. This was a piece of raillery, from 
whence he proteſted to me he had no thoughts of 
drawing any further conſequence : for, notwithſtand- 
ing his menaces upon his leaving Donna Figuerrez, 
[ had obliged him to come into my way of thinking, 
that honour did not oblige him to expect a reparation 
dy arms for an inſult of this nature; and that it 
would be even ridiculous to meaſure his ſword with 
three men one after another, to whom we did a favour 
by not puniſhing them in a courſe of juſtice. How- 
ever, there yemained in his heart a foundation for 
reſentment, which he could not get the better of upon 
meeting them, and which induced him thus to banter 
them, without reflecting on the conſequences of it. 
We had the count of 8 with us; ſo that we 
vere two gentlemen againſt three, I will not accuſe 
lo brave a people as the Spaniards of defiring to take 
advantage of the inequality of numbers, . or havin 
deſignedi; failed in reſpe& for my fiſter-in-law, del 
appearance alone was capable of inſpiring them with 
It, Nevertheleſs, they were ſo offended at Patrick's 
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words, that one of them (alighting immediately) fiercely 
ordered the coachman to ſtop; and the two others 
followed his exatnple. They honourably enough pro. 
poſed to my brother to come out of the coach. I 
oppoſed a motion he made to ſatisfy them. How, 
ſaid I, do you forget your promiſe, and can you be 
capable of any violence under the eyes of your ſpouſe ? 
He laboured to perſuade me to filence by diverſe winks 
and ſigns; and I affecting not to hear him, he 
defired me to explain what I meant by my ſuſpicions, 
This ſhift ſucceeded ill with him; my lady and the 
count apprehended all at once who were his aggreſſors. 
They had not forgot what we had before told them. 
The count, boiling with the ſame fire as Patrick, 
reproached me for the efforts I uſed to ſtop him, and 
faid to him that it was not a queſtion to be deliberated 
upon. But what gave me greater aſtoniſhment, Sarah, 
the tender Sarah, accuſing me herſelf of topping him 
unſeaſonably, added, that it was not upon a point of 
honour that ſhe muſt oppoſe the ceurage of her 
huſband. . I ſhould have ſuſpected her of ſome impulſe 


of revenge againſt the agents of Donna Figuerrez, if 


the knowledge I had of her principles had not con- 
vinced me, that it was owing to a greatneſs of heart, 
and a nobleneſs of ſentiments. ; 

In the mean time, as it was not upon notions of 
this nature that the rules of my morality were eſta- 
bliſhed, having in vain endeavoured to ſtop the count 
and Patrick, Na my repreſentations and prayers 
to the three Spaniſh gentlemen. They received them 
as a banter ; and when, being provoked at their an- 
ſwers, I did not ſpare to reproach them, that it was 
againſt all ſorts of rights to take advantage of: ther 
numbers, one of them exhorted me laughing to take 
a ſword and make the party equal. I confeſs thus 


was the ſingle moment of my life wherein heat of 
blood made me find too much rigour in my duty; 
and if chance had thrown.a ſword in my way, per- 
haps I ſhould have given way to the firſt motion tha 


I bitterly lamented, that Ten 
mi 


poſſeſſed my heart. 
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But the three Spaniards ſoon made me recover from 
my diflidence. Having confulted together a moment, 
they detached two of their body to attack the count 


and Patrick ; and the third drew near the coach, to 


make an apology to my lady. She did not hearken 
to him; but trembling, notwithſtaading her reſolution, 
ſhe advanced her head out of the coach with looks 
ſo diſquieted and troubled, that her life ſeemed to 
hang on the fate of her huſband. During this time 
our ſervants conſulted my eyes, to throw themſelves 
at the leaſt ſign upon their maſter's enemies; but 
being under the neceffity of enduring an evil that I 


had not in my power to remedy, I took great care to 


prevent the action from turning to the diſhonour of 
my brothers, by a ſuccour ſo unworthy of their cou- 
rape. | 

The chance of arms was favourable to them. 
Patrick, too well exerciſed in thoſe ſort of combats, 
wounded his adverſary dangerouſly. The count 
diſarmed his. 
pour up her thanks to heaven, when the third 
Spaniard advancing towards Patrick, preſſed him to 
begin the battle again with him. 


hed all the laws of honourz Ah! cried out ſhe, ad- 


drefling herſelf to the ſervants in our train, will you 
ſuffer them to aſſaſſinate your maſter twice? This fa- 


tal order produced a terrible effect. Our ſervants, 


who were ten in number, from a deſire my brother 


had, that his wife ſhould appear in ſome ſplendour at 
dt Germain, were Iriſhmen, whom we had brought 
over with us, or had hired in France. They were 


the more animated, for that at the very moment they 
advanced to drive away the enemies of Patrick, they 
law him receive. a ſlight wound, from whence the 
blood ſprang out. Then not giving any further heed * 
to the commands of the count or me, they threw. 
themſelves upon the three Spaniards, who only pro- 
wked them the more, by 8 a defence; and by 
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the odds they had of being on korſe-back, and armed 
with piſtols, they in a moment ſtretched them in the 
duſt. 

The guard took to flight. Our only happineſs 
in ſuch a frightful diſaſter was, that not being known 
we might hope to get into a place of ſecurity, by 
marching off as ſpeedily as he. The place we were in 
being a croſs road, favoured yet more this hope. After 
ſome cutting reproaches, which we all four laid on 
our cruel Iriſhmen, I recommended to them above all 
things ſilence, as a precaution full as important to 
their ſecurity as ours; and, to conceal the better ſuch 
an horrible adventure, we drove through ſeveral turnu- 
ings and windings to St Germain. | 


— — 


* 


ö 


——— g PR” 08 8 * 


H Us the demonſtrations of joy ahd gods 
which we were carrying to the king for his fa- 
vours, were converted into grief for our misfortunes, 
and into urgent ſupplications to obtain pardon for our 
ſervants, having firlt made _ confeſſion to his ma- 
e rejoiced to find, that we 

flattered ourſelves in not being known by the guard; but 
as he had an intereſt in giving no cauſe of complaint to the 
court of Spain, he immediately took a reſolution which 
we were far from expecting. You ſhall go for Ire- 
land ſaid he to Patrick and me; this is the only way 
I have to hope, that you may not be ſoon diſcovered 
from the marks given of you by the guard, who mult 
have had at leaſt the opportunity of obſerving you. I 
did not propoſe, added he, to make you ſo ſoon under- 
take this voyage, though I have already prepared 
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you for it by ſome overtures, which have made you 
comprehend a part of my views ; but the preſent oc- 
caſion determines my reſolution. He proceeded to 
tell us in what particulars he thought us fit for his ſer- 
vice, My brother haying never carried arms againſt 
king William, and the perplexity from whence he 
was delivered at Dublin, making him fully hope that 
he would be but little ſuſpected there, after the full 
proofs he had given of his innocence, the king? s in- 
tentions were, that he ſhould paſs ſome months in Dub- 
lin, and ſhould conduct himſelf without ſhewing any 
open affection to his party. He would neither make 
him a ſpy nor à conſpirator: But in the new mea- 
ſures he had taken for the following campaiga, too con- 
fidently flattering himſelf with ſucceſs, he thought to 
eſtabliſa at Dublin a head over his faithful ſubjects, 
who might unite them of a ſudden in that city, when 
the advantages he promiſed himſelf by his arms 
ſhould inſpire them with courage to declare for him 
openly. He was ſure of having a great number of 
partizans, whoſe zeal waited only to be animated b 

ſome lucky event; and in a town, whoſe example 
would become as it were a law for the whole king- 

dom, he wanted a man, whoſe merit and birth would 
be capable of making an impreſſion on their minds. 
As to me: he hoped to draw the ſame advantages 
from my_ zeal in the provinces. The quality of 
biſhop added to the weight of my name, gave him 


room to believe, that, I ſhould eaſily gain the confi- - 


dence of the people, and that upon the lealt appear- 
ance of — to his arms, I ſhould readily raiſe in 
his favour all thoſe whom I ſhould have already gain- 
ed to his intereſt by my exhortations. He ordered 
me to haſten the ceremony of my conſecration, and 
preſſing Patrick yet further to prepare for his depar- 
ture, he adviſed him not to put off till the morrow 
what might be executed the ſame day. 

To the commiſſion, with which he charged us, he 
added a. power to take up the treaſure ef my lord 
Linch, and granted us yy to r to his ſer - 

vice 
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vice ſuch ſums in ſpecie, of which I had given him 
an account from the memorandum intruſted to me. 
His cares extended to my lady. Having congratu- 
lated her upon the concluſion of her marriage, he 
exhorted her to uſe the credit ſhe had in the county 
of Antrim to reclaim that important part of the realm 
to his obedience, and by the reputation her charms 
would give her in Dublin, to ſecond the zeal of her 
huſband in that city, He engaged his royal word, 
that to recompence ſo great a ſervice, he would make 
her firſt lady of honour to the queen after his reſtora- 
tion, and that he would confirm my brother in his 
two poſts, of which he confeſſed the firſt was but an 
empty title at St Germain. As to the ſecond, it 
being properly in our iſlands that the importance of it 
conſiſted, he inveſted him with all the power proper to 
faciliate the execution of it. 

Patrick and his wife found nothing uneaſy in theſe 
diſpoſitions, how remote ſoever they were from their 
expectations. If the motives of obedience and zeal 
had not been ſufficient to prevail on them to embrace 
thoſe commands with joy, their private affairs re- 
quiring for ſome time their preſence in Ireland, they 
could not defire-a more glorious opportunity to take 
care of their own concerns, than by ſatisfying their 
duty. They pry accepted the offer without ex- 
cuſes or delay. y fiſter-in-law, alarmed at the 
reflection the king had made upon our adventure, 
was the firſt to wiſh that he would take the road to 
Dieppe the night following. They repoſed on me 
the care of ſetting their affairs in order in France, 
and to tranſpert their goods when I ſhould leave it to 
rejoin them. 7 

The excuſes of Tenermill, which I had not for- 

t to'make to the king, were received by that prince 
with goodneſs enough; but they produced nothing 
elſe, that could woke me diſcover what degree of 
favour he retained in his mind. He ſhewed more 


regard for the count de S———, and ſpeaking to him 
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ne. long time, he gave him to underſtand, that he had 
u- prepared for her diſtinctions and graces when ever ſhe 
he £ ſhould appear at court. A witneſs to ſo many fa- 
ity || yours would judge, that nothing was wanting to the 
Im Þ£ fortune of our family; but I thought I had a glimpſe, 
ms that in this profuſion of benefits Tenermill was ne- 
1er pleted. ; | | 
rd, He made this judgment of it himſelf, when (paſ- 
ke fing ways Paris with the count) I informed him 
ra- Jof the haſty departure of his brother, and the com- 
his | miſſion the king had charged him with. This pre- 
an I ference of his brother to an employment of ſuch im- 
it portance, and the coldneſs with which the king an- 
Fit | fwered me on his account, which I could not conceal 
to from him, made him carry his ſuſpicions much fur- 
ther than I did. See the price of my ſervices, ſaid he 114 
eſe with a reſentment, of which the half lay yet di- 8 4 
cir J guiſed in his heart; he puniſhes me with hopes, | 
eal which he gave me room to conceive, aud with pro- 
ace miſes which he has not thought ſeaſonable to fulfil. 
re- I was ignorant that he had talked in the ſame man- 
ey ner in a thouſand places of Paris, and that ſome part 
ike Jof it had been carried to the king. The anſwers, 
\eir with which I laboured to conſole him, were drawn 
ex. from the favourable intentions of that prince, who 
the would reſerve: for him without doubt to another 
Ire, time what the circumſtances of. affairs would not 
I to I yet permit him to grant. Can he complain, re- 
me | plied Tenermill boldly, that opportunities have failed 
ce, him, when he has of his own accord torn two of 
to | ther from me? Expreſſions. ſo plain gave me too well 
to underſtand, that he had not looked upon the mar- 
br riage of Patrick with an eye as undiſturbed as I fan- 
nce I cied, and that he was not more conſoled in having 
ing miſſed the opportunity of marrying Donna Figuerrez, 
of whom he looked upon at leaſt as a reſourge. But 
ore what he added, made me judge, that the fort of for- 
aim I getfulneſs with which he thought himſelf overlooked, 
whilſt the king employed his brother with ſo much 
confidence, he finiſhed the piercing him to the heart. 
wo 1 a I did 
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I did not expect, ſaid he, any other explanation te 
declare to me my diſgrace, and I will take care how 
I appear at St Germain to meet with a repetition 
"is. | | 
All the reaſons, by which I endeavoured to make 
him take up other notions of the king's goodneſs, 
not having had the power to reclaim him, I conjured 
him to give me time at leaſt to dive into his proper 
ſituation, and I offered him to employ to that pur- 
poſe all- the ways he ſhould himſelf. judge ſeaſonable 
to preſcribe me. But his indignation ſeeming to re- 
double at this propoſal; I! ſaid he, Shall I by a 
ſhameful reſtleſſneſs and ſervile excufes go and juſtify 
a treatment that I never deſerved? This is a ſcandal 
I never will expoſe myſelf to. His pride thus com- 
bating his ambition, he ſeemed more to be pitied 
than he ever had been under the latter of theſe paſſi- 
ons; but I hoped much better from thence for the 
time to come; becauſe the natural effect of this oppo- 
fition muſt be to moderate them both, 
Nevertheleſs, not doubting but that with thoſe ſen- 
timents he would ſoon fail under diſgrace with the 
king, if he had not done fo already, as he fancied, 
I had the curiofity to aſk him, by what other views 
- he hoped to ſupply the loſs of his fortune ? By the 
contempt of every thing that bears that name, ſaid 
he with a gloomy air, and a ſcheme of life, by 
which I know how to render myſelf independent of 
the court. Not being able to get out of him any 
other explanation, I learned at the count's houſe, 
that during the few days we had paſſed at Saiſons, he 
had gamed with ſo much good ſucceſs, that at three 
fittings he had won four hundred thouſand Jivres at 
Baſſet. They added, that with great prudence he had 
immediately placed it out at intereſt, from thence to 
raiſe. himſelf a revenue as a proof againſt all chances. 
If I lamented him for having tried thoſe ways of 
fortune ſo unworthy of bim, t commended the uſe 


he had made of the favour of his good luck. But 
L. avoided ſpeaking to him of it; and far from be- 
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lieving him ſo ſowered againſt the court as he had af - 
fected to appear, I did not at all doubt but that he 


would ſoon avail himſelf, through the advantages ef 


gaming, to eſtabliſh himſelf by an advantageous mar- 
riage, which would give a new birth to all his ambi- 
tion. Theſe alſo were the thoughts of the count de 
S——; to whom he did not diſcover his good fortune 

In the mean time, 


any more than he had done to me. 
as if the departure of his brother, and the near ap- 
proach of mine, had been the time he waited for to 
execute his reſolutions, he went to return thanks to 
the king the day following, and to ſurrender to him 
his * * and regiment. | 
I was not informed of this ſtrange ſtep but by the 
king himſelf, when, being conſecrated in a private 
chape] without noiſe, I returned to St Germain to 
receive his majeſty's laſt orders before my departure. 
Far from expecting ſuch bad news, I thought of no- 
thing but diſcovering, whether the ſentiments of that 
8 were ſo cold towards Tenermill as I began to 
ar; and J had prepared in my diſcourſe every thing 
that I thought neceſſary to revive them. But if it 
were true, th | 
complaints, as to diminiſh any thing of the affection 


with which he had honoured him, he had been much 


more ſenſibly moved, that an officer of his merit had 
forſaken his ſervice, at a time when ſuch ſort of 
loſſes were not eaſy to repair. Without ſtooping fo low 
as to let him perceive he was ſenſible of the offence, 
he conducted himſelf in ſuch a manner as ſtill to 
retain hopes of gaining him over by accepting 
only the half of what he came to ſurrender ; and co- 


louring with a good deal of addreſs and goodneſs the 
f his regiment, which ſurpriſed every 


laying, down o 
body in a man of his age; although your infirmi- 
ties, ſaid the king, will not ſuffer you any longer to 
ſerve me, it would be unjuſt that your paſt ſervices 
ſhould remain unrewarded ; I leave you your penſion. 
Tenermill, notwithſtanding all his reſentment, ' which 
would have carried him perhaps to- have refuſed this 

K 4 | favour, 
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at the king had been ſo offended at his 
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favour, durſt not violate ſo far the reſpect he owed 
his maſter; and, confounded at a favour ſo little ex- 
pected, he was obliged to ſhew his gratitude by re- 
turning his majeſty thanks, | 

The king having given me this account, carried 


the confidence, with which he honoured me, fo far 


ſoul and his integrity, 


as to aſk me familiarly, if I found any juſtice in the 
complaints of my brother. I was too much over- 
whelmed with the favours he had heaped on my 
whole family, not to acknowledge all the wrong Te- 
nermill had done himſelf by an exceſs of pride; ne- 
vertheleſs, as much as. it was poſſible to juſtify him 
from the mortal grief he felt in the loſs of ſo great 
hopes, and by a 09h, 4 20s en the grandeur of his 

laboured to make him appear 
leſs, culpable. To give over meaſure. to ſo much good- 
neſs, the king gave it me in charge to bring down 


this fiery ſpirit by all the ways I could find, from the 


knowledge I had of his character. It is not, added 
he, within the compaſs of a day that I expect you 
to bring about this change, Go you for Ireland; 
your ſexyices, and thoſe of your other brother will 


help me with a pretext to awaken him to his duty by 


/ 


new favours. _ | 

Such powerful motives made a lively impreſſion 
on my heart. I returned to Paris, and paſſed there 
a few days more than I intended, with a deſign to 
begin” before my departure to caſt into the mind of 
Tenermill the firſt ſeeds of repentance, to which I 
did not deſpair of engaging him. I found him em- 
ployed in preparing furniture and every thing elſe that 
might help to make a houſe commodious and pleaſant, 


Having quitted the king's ſervice, and his for- 


tune being conſiderably augmented, it was natural for 


him to think of re-taking his houſe, and endeavouring 


to make it agreeable. 1 did not carry my views far- 
ther. I was informed that he. propoſed alſo to em- 


belliſh our little houſe at Saiſons by a number of or- 


naments. The reliſh for gardens and buildings 


makes the common amuſement of a rich and retired 
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man. I found nothing very unexpected in his deſign ; 


and on the contrary I commended him for turning his 
inclinations towards ſuch innocent and plain objects. 
But I did not hear without 'amazement that Donna: 
Figuerrez ſeemed to preſide for the moſt part over 
thoſe: inclinations. It was added, that taking advan- 


tage of the abſence of the count and counteſs of 


8 


„ ſhe had oftentimes viſited 'Tenermill even in 


his apartment; that ſhe had ſupped there alone with 


him; that their entertainments always lafted very far 


in the night; that ſhe kept up with him an air of 


familiarity, which preſumed the moſt intimate ac- 
quaintance ; in fine, that their. intereſts appearetl to be. 
ſo united, that they ſeemed to put no difference between: 


what was his-or hers. Donna Figuerrez, wy far 
t 


from. being ſo rich as ſhe would one day be by the in- 
heritance of. her uncle, enjoyed nevertheleſs an eſtate 
conſiderable enough. She had noble inclinations, and: 
a liberal humour. Tenermill being in that particular 
not inferior to any body, all the projects they formed. 
in concert taſted of thoſe two predominant qualities. 
But the principal humour of” eſtabliſhment that 
they intended had eſcaped the eyes of thoſe who Save 
me this notice. I did not penetrate it myſelf, or 
rather, my ſuſpicions not turning on that ſide, I. 
did not ſeek to diſcover it. But in founding. Tenermill, 
I found him ſo ſtrengthened in the defign of renoun- 
eing the court, that I had no hopes of making him 
eaſily enter into the king's intentions. He told me 
himſelf that he was clogged, with the penſion the. 
king had forced him to keep, and that he conſidered: 
it as the remains of a ſervitude, from which he 
grieved not to be intirely ſet free. If I had any hopes 
left, it proceeded. only from. the main bottom of his 
character, which I did not think more eaſy to reform. 
in an ambitious man, than in a ſlave to every other 
paſſion : And I flattered myſelf, that if his ambition 
could be brought.to ſpring up a new, the advantage 
ef his. vexations would be to reduce it within juſt 
K.5 | bounds, 
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bounds, in making him retrench what he had vicious 
in his exceſſes. | 

My departure' was forwarded ſome days by the 
noiſe of inquiries being made in the courts of law, 
who had taken cognizance of our unhappy rencounter. 


Although nothing had been made out by informations, 


and that the abſence of Patrick, who they might 
have believed had gone for Ireland the day he quitted 
Paris for the celebration of his marriage, helped fur. 
ther to baniſh ſuſpicions, yet my figure was fo re- 
markable, that I ran the riſque every moment to be 
known by the guard. I even excuſed myſelf from 
returning to Saifons and taking leave of the count 
by letter, I recommended to him to keep ſome 
weeks from appearing.in Parjs, to give time to this 
form to fettle intirely. I made a proſperous journey. 
All hoſtilities having ceaſed during the winter, I 
found my paſſage open to Dublin. An ancient friend 
to our houſe, to whom I addreſſed myſelf on my 
arrival, ſhewed me a letter from Pairick, who by a 


prudent conduct — proper to go firſt to the 


eounty of Antrim, before he appeared in the capital. 
He had writ to him from his manſion- houſe, that, 
as if diſcouraged by the fatigue of his journeys, he 
.had at length choſe to fix himfelf in his own country, 
and to > Dublin his conſtant place of refidence; 
He requeſted him to provide a houſe for him, ſuch as 
would anſwer the defign he had of appearing there in 
| fome ſplendour; and telling him the day he intended 
to come, he prayed him to inform himſelf of all per- 

fons who had any acquaintance with our family. 
This generous friend was named Staberton. Being 
as faithful to the king as to friendſhip, it was not 
Patrick's buſineſs to conceal from him the ſecret of 
his commiſſion : On the contrary, he made uſe of him 
as an inſtrument to ſpread abroad reports, which 
might make the government countenance him, by 
ſeeing him appear freely without diffidence or ſu— 
ſpicion. I had much fewer precautions to obſerve ; 
becauſe not propoſing to ſee indifferently all my ac- 
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quaintance, the obſcurity in which I was defirous of 
executing the king's orders, might keep me better 
— than my brother. Beſides, my deſign was 


to ſtay but little in one place. I thought leſs of 


winning over partizans for the king, than in making 

fare thoſe who ;were faithful. to him, and confirming 

them in their loyalty. I muſt run over-all the coun- 

ties of Ireland, take from one town to another the. 
names of every zealous Jacobite, to whom I oult 
open myſelf with confidence, and keep an each ac- 
count of every one whoſe ſervice was to be depended 
upon, as occalion offered. In looking th;as more nar- 
rowly into my engagements, I found that religion 
had a leſs ſhare in my labours thay L had fancied; 
but my making myſelf uſeful in the reſtoration of the 
king, was ſerving religion indirectly. 

I reſolved nevertheleſs to depend upon the arrival 
of Patrick, for regulating my firſt enterpriſes in con- 
cert with him, It was during this interval that think» 
ing before-hand of the means. to put. ourſelves into 
poſſeſſion of my lord Linch's treaſure, chance threw 
in my way (in the houſe where Llodged) one of his 
old ſervants, who remembered to have ſeen me at his 
caſtle. Although he- had not been intraſted by him 
ſo far as to know the ſpot in the wood where the 
treaſure was. concealed, he was not-ignorant never- 
theleſs that my-lord was the- truſtee of a vaſt deal of 
wealth ; and the opinion of people of his ſort always 
enlarging facts of this nature, he fancied with the 
reſt of the ſervants, that all the gold and filver in 
the kingdom was in the poſſeſſion of their maſter. I 
was very cautious of diſcovering myſelf 340 him in the 
abſence of my brother ; but thinking this man uſeful 


to our views, by the knowledge he had of Linch's 


caſtle and the places about it, I gained him over by 
ſome  liberalities that fixed him in my intereſt: 
Having afterwards had a full trial of him to build 
ſomething upon his ſervices, it came into my mind 
to employ with him the time that Patrick's delay 
gave me to viſit Linch's wood, to,refreſh.the confuſed. 
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notions I yet had of his cave. I took care nevey- 
theleſs not to give him the leaſt hint of our pretences 


or deligns; and in the viſit I propoſed, I only in- 


tended to make uſe of my own eyes, without giving 
him even the opportunity of remarking upon what 
Places I fixed my looks. By. | 


We began our journey. together, under the fimple 
pretence of ſeeing once more a caſtle where I had 
loſt a friend, whoſe memory was very dear to me. 
Having no. reaſon to. conceal my route, I made an 
amuſement of this journey, and did not ſtop to ob- 
ſerve by whom EL was followed; which nevertheleſs I 
was, by ſome ſpies of the government. Neither the 
Precautions I had taken, nor the reaſons we had of 
fearing nothing from the jealouſies of the viceroy, 
prevented me on my arrival at Dublin from being ſu-- 
ſpeed. He had appointed. two- men to follow me 
from place to place, who. never once loſt the track 


of me, and had taken the reſolution of travelling at 


my heels, when they ſaw. me get on horſeback to 
leave Dublin. I had no miſtruſt of this convoy, 
and I arrived at Linch's caſtle without obſerving them. 

The care I took of lodging in an inn apart from 
the highway, and of avoiding to meet any inhabi- 


tants of the town, having increaſed the ſuſpicion of 


my guards, they, did not loſe fight of me a moment ; 
infomuch. that riſing one morning very early, with a 
view of making a viſit alone to the wood, and of 
concealing myſelf even from the man whom I had 
brought with me, I was nevertheleſs under their in- 
ſpection without knowing it. The confidence I had 
of having no witneſſes, made me leſs cautious than 1 
had propoſed. I not only knew the places I had vi- 
fited with my lord. Linch, but removing the earth 
that covered the deſcent to. the cave, I went down 
as far as the {tone that ſerved. as a door to the en- 
trance, and. I endeavoured to lift it with. all my 
ſtrength; which not being enough for the purpoſe, I 
began to ſettle every thing in the ſame condition I 


found it; when my two ſpies, who took a 2 
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cert of my attempt, and without doubt feared, . that 
they ſhould not eaſily find again what I took ſo much 
pains to cover, advanced to me with a cry that ſtruck 
ſome terror into me. Without giving me time to 
return from thence, they ſhewed me the viceroy's 
order for watching me, and putting-all their ſtrength 
to lift up the ſtone, they went down into. the cave, 
notwi:hftanding the darkneſs, which. was capable of 
checking the eagerneſs of people leſs greedy. 

In my firſt conſternation I thought of nothing but 
lifting up my eyes and. hands -to the almighty, and 
putting under his protection againſt the prophanation 


of the wicked, a maſs of conſecrated wealth, that 


ought not to be employed but in his ſervice. But 
when a moment's reflection had given me time to 
conſider of ſome means to prevent the pillage, which 
I immediately expected, the ſight of the ſtone which 
was ſet upon an edge near the mouth of. the cave, 
and the turning over whereof was enough to ſhut up 
the entrance 1ntirely,, inſpired me with a deſign of 
employing ſuch an innocent artifice againſt force. 
The warmth that animated me increaſed my natural 
ſtrength. TI revenged heaven with. more cruelty than 


I intended. My two enemies continued buried in the 


cave, and abſolutely to take away any poſſibility of 
their getting out before I had conſidered of ſome way 


to ſave the treaſure out of their clutches, I covered 
the ſtone not only with the earth I had before re- 


moved from thence, but with every thing I found near 
me proper to increaſe the weight. The deſcent into 
the cave being too narrow to admit of a paſſage for 
two at once, I was fatisfied that the efforts of one 
alone would never be ſufficient to diſengage them. 
My firſt thoughts nevertheleſs were not to leave them 
there long enough to die for want of food. I imme- 
diately returned to Dublin with a, reſolution of diſco- 
vering myſelf to ſome of our moſt truſty friends. It 
did not ſeem impoſſible with their aſſiſtance to ſecure 
the two ſpies till the arrival of Patrick, and even to 
convey. all the riches out of the cave into ſome woes 
Where 
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where avarice could have no acceſs to it. Staberton, 
whom I firſt informed ef my adventure, immediately 
gave notice of it to four of his beſt friends, for whoſe 
zeal and fidelity he engaged. I came to Dublin with 
ſo much expedition, that I made my journey in one 
day, and I took up no longer time on my return, 
A body of eight or ten gentlemen, tho? ſeparated in 
many parties, being capable of giving ſome alarm in 
my lord Linch's territories, we took care to arrive 
there at night, and without ſtopping at the inn where 
I alighted before, we went directly to the wood, 


in which the treaſure was concealed. 


Among many precautions I took that of providing 
every thing to aſſiſt us in the dark. The uneafine(; 
I was under for the life of my two ſpies made me 
haſten Staberton to lift up the ſtone that covered the 
cave. I had but a bad omen of their ſafety, when 
they did not appear at the entrance. We found them 
indeed motionleſs at the bottom of the cave; and all 
our endeavours were uſeleſs to bring them back to 
life. My heart was pierced with grief, and not- 
withſtanding the integrity of my intentions, I thought 
myſelf guilty 9 of their death to ſuſpend for 
ſome time all the functions of my miniſtry. Never- 
theleſs, my aſſociates found nothing but a ſubjg for 
joy in this unfortunate event; and confeſſing, that 
upon my recital, their deſign had been to rid them- 
ſelves of theſe miſerable wretches, they thanked hea- 
ven for having ſpared them a violence, which they 
had thought neceſfary for their, ſafety. _ 

The death of the only two witneſſes, from whom 
we had reaſon to fear treachery, gave us more time 
and liberty than I durſt have hoped for, to remove a 
great many large caſkets, which had been difficult to 
carry away without catrs. Staberton was of opinion 
'we ſhould turn over that care to times Jeſs dangerous. 
But the meeting of ſo many honeſt gentlemen ſeemed 
to me to be an opportunity difficult to recover. I 
' Propoſed to diſperſe ourſelves about the neighbouring 
- allages, from whence we might eaſily meet at * 
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wood every night. Each of us ſucceſſively might 
take the charge of hiring one carr in the village 
where he was retired to, and to bring it in the morn- 
ing at ſome diſtance from the wood, We might 
draw the caſkets out of the cave without other aid 


than our own hands, and carry them to each carr, 


and perſuade the carman they came from the neigh- 
bouring caſtle. Two geatlemen were ſufficient to 
conduct them alſo one ale another to places of ſecu- 
rity. My friends came into my opimon, that they 
ſhould be depoſited in different houſes ; and in theſe 
times, when zeal had ſtrictly united the king's faithful 
ſubjects together, it would not be difficult to find invio- 
lable privacies for what was intended for his ſervice. 
This ſcheme ſucceeded ſo luckily, that without 
meeting the lealt obſtacle during eight days, I was 


at length maſter of all the riches of the cave. The 


ſums in ſpecie, which the king had commiſſidned 
us to employ in the execution of his orders, were 
tranſported to Dublin. Staberton, who had already 
provided a houſe for Patrick, depoſited. them there 


himſelf in a cloſet, of which he kept the key. I 


obſerved to him, that after my misfortune of falling 
under the miſtruſt of the viceroy, there was no doubt 
but Patrick was watched in his: turn. 
my opinion; but nevertheleſs, the refolution my 
brother in appearance had taken of ſettling in Ireland, 
beſides his having all his eſtate there, the little noiſe 


he had made at the court of St Germain, notwiths- 


ſtanding all the favours the king had heaped on him, 
becauſe having been ſecretly enough ſent to Spain, 
during all the time he had not been employed on 
his private affairs, he had ſcarce appeared four times 
in the preſence of that prince; in fine, the ſweetneſs. 
and agreeableneſs of his humour, which might make 
him be thought cut out rather for pleaſures than toil- 
me enterprizes ; all theſe reaſons, that had been 
already weighed in France by the king and Patrick 
himſelf, made us hope that he would be leſs fubject 


"to ſuſpicion than I, In reality, arriving a few days. 


after, 


He came into. 
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after, he waited on the viceroy, and all other perſons 
of rank in Dublin, with ſo free an air, that they there 
looked on his return as the effect of a prudent reſo- 
lution, which made him prefer the enjeyment of his 
eſtate in his own country to the barren honour of 
ſerving a dethroned king. The ſplendour with which 
he furniſhed and adorned his houfe made them further 
judge, that he had no politic defigns in view; be- 

cauſe the application they ſaw him make of his 
wealth this way, did not leave them room to ſuppoſe 
he had much remaining for other uſes. 

It is not my deſign to enter into a detail of the 
Tervices he did the king during the reſt of the winter, 
and to the end of the following campaign. Having 
ſpent ſome days in regulating with him ſuch. parts of 
our enterprize, as were in common between us, I 
thought of nothing but ſtealing as privately out of 
Dublin, as I had lived there Kince the removal of 
the treaſure; and I had the precaution, in grder to 
leave nothing to chance, to take with me my lord 
Linch's ſervant, whoſe” indiſeretion I feared during 


my abſence. We made the tour of one part of | 


Ireland, and had the ſatis faction of finding there an 
infinite number of loyal ſubjects, who panted after 
the king's reſtoration. My employment in every 
town, and even in the meaneſt villages, when I ap- 
plied to any one whoſe mind and behaviour inſpired 
me with confidence, was not only to inform myſelf 
what aſſiſtance was to be expected from the place, in 
the cauſe we had to defend, but to take down in 
writing under fictitious names, in aid of my curio- 
"ity and the weakneſs of my memory, the age, 
qualities, degree of zeal, and the names of the prin- 
- Cipal inhabitants, whoſe fidelity I had gained aſſu- 
rance of. I did not heſitate to aſſemble them together, 
when I thought I could: do it without danger. I laid 
before them the king's hopes, and the advantage 
they might be to his ſervice. I made no diſtinction 
in my exhortations between the intereſts of the catha- 
lie religion, and. that of the prince, who was the 
- | | deftendes 
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defender of it. My zeal did not draw upen me any 


miſchievous incidents; and thoſe who recommended 


me to their correſpondents from town to town, were 
not deceived in the opinion they had of their fidelity. 
Nevertheleſs, a miſtake, with which I can reproach 
no body, expoſed me to, a more dangerous accident, 
than I had to fear in- the execution of my whole 
commiſſion. | | 3 

J left T in order to go to V charged with 
many letters of credence to procure me in that capi- 
tal of the province of the ſame ſecurity and re- 
ception I had met with in the- precedent places : ſuch 
of my letters, as I thought neceſſary to make uſe of, 
being addreſſed to a catholic merchant of the town, 
whofe riches and credit were celebrated through the 
whole province, I ſhewed to the firſt perſon I met, in 
order that he might direct me the way to Mr Filtely's 
which was the merchant's name ; but there was in 
that towa a counſellor of the ſame name, as oppolite 


to the king's intereſt and to the catholic religion, 


as the other was attached to both; a man, moreover, 
extremely hurried away by his opinions, and capable 
of the greateſt exceſs to make the beſt of his prinei- 
ples. 33 vrho was pleaſed to raiſe ſuch oppor- 
tunities for my labouriog in its glory, as I did not 
conceive conformable enough to my zeal, permitted 


my guide to conduct me to Filtely the counſellor, 
inſtead of Filtely the merchant, Having no ſuſpicion, ' 


I preſented my letter to him, who, far from inform- 
ing me of the miſtake after he had read it, pretended 
to treat me with all the reſpect and friendſhip that 
J had been accuſtomed to receive from the catholics. 
But he had ſcarce ſhewed me the way into an apart- 
ment, which he preſſed me to enter, to recover myſelf 
from the fatigue of my journey, than, not being 
longer able to moderate his hatred againſt an emiſſary 
of the church of Rome and St Germain, he declared 
to me, that I was fallen into the hands of my ene- 
mies, and that inſtead of a good reception, I had 
nothing to expect but puniſhment. But this ſhall bop 
5 25 
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be, added he, till you have made a confeſſion of your 
deſigns, \ which without / doubt are intended both 
againſt my religion and country. He did not give 
me time to get out of my amazement to anſwer him. 
Having locked the door on me with great care, and 
leaving me under the guard of his ſervants, he went 
abroad himſelf, in order to prepare to have me carried 
before a magiſtrate. Whatever obſcurity appeared to 
me to be in this event, I could no Jonger doubt but I 
was betrayed. .The important memorandums I had 
about me were the ſubject of my firſt fears. Notwith- 
ſtanding the pains. I had taken to diſguiſe the names, a 
— methods might be found out to diſcover them, 
by the facility they had of going after me on the 
track, and comparing from town to town the 
circumſtances of times and _-_ with my obſer. 
vations. The danger of my life alarming me much 
leſs than this thought, I reſolved to take advantage 
of, all ſorts of riſques in that moment of my bein 
alone, and of the liberty he left me of ſecuring 10 
many precious intereſts, I had luckily about me the 
moſt important of my papers. I had reſolved to 
ſwallow them in bits, when caſting my eyes round on 
every fide of the chamber, I diſcovered a private 
door, which did not ſeem thick enough to reſiſt my 
efforts. I opened it as eafily as I hoped ; but finding 
.only a ladder faſtened at the foot, I was afraid of 
rendering my flight more difficult by mounting to the 
ſummit of the houſe, which was the only way it 
led to ; but as no other remedy offered, I followed this 
feeble ray of hope. Eh : 
The ladder led me indeed to the roof of the houſe, 
where the difficulty of eſcaping ſeemed much to in- 
creaſe, But nothing appearing to me fo terrible as to 


return back, I abandoned the care of my life to 

rovidence, and expoſed myſelf to the danger of fall- 

ing a thouſand times from ſo high a place, by deſiring 

to get to the neighbouring houſe by the communi- 

cation of roofs. A reſolution ſo hardy baniſhed from 

me all fear, which might have ſtaggered me by looking 
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long on the danger. I not only gained the neighbour- 
ing roof, but, being become raſh by my ſucceſs, I 
ventured to go further, thinking only that I could not 
get far enough from the counſellor's houſe. It was 
heaven itſelf that inſpired me, as it was heaven that 
without doubt watched over the preſervation of m 

life in ſo ſtrange an enterpriſe. I got alſo (by a way 
I/ never could be ſuſpected to have choſen) upon the 
third roof, from whence the deſcent ſeemed fo eaſy 


to a garret window, that I did not ſcruple to ſtop at 


this point. I got without difficulty into the garret, 
and finding no bbdy in it, I immediately thanked hea- 
ven for having afforded me fo viſible a protection. 
Having rejoiced nevertheleſs for eſcaping ſo many 
dangers, I did not know whether I ought” not to 
tremble-yet at thoſe that were to come.. The garret 
door was open, and I could not in the leaſt heſitate in 
following the ſtairs that led me down. Burt where 
would they lead me, and into what hands was I going 
to fall? I went down by chance, and had ſcarce taken 
four ſteps, when I ſaw a woman diſſolved in tears, 
and ſo filled with the ſubje& of her grief, that with- 
out appearing to be ſtruck at the fight of me, ſhe 
went into a room at the foot of the ſtairs. Diſtracted 
and afflicted as ſhe was, I thought her from that 
cauſe more proper to receive me without miſtruſt or 
fear. I appeared before her door, and ſeeing her all 
in tears, I turned'my words in a manner capable of 
moving her in my favour, by the reſemblance that 
my misfortunes bore to her's. | . 


She began to look on me more attentively, and het 


tears ſeemed to ſtop by the impreſſion my preſence - 


made on her, when a ſudden noiſe giving her freſh 
alarms, ſhe left me without ſpeaking one word, and 


without ſeeming even embarraſed at my ftaying in the 


chamber after her. I made no haſte to follow her, 
but reflecting on ſo whimfical an adventure, I caſt 
my eyes upon ſome letters which lay ſcattered upon a 
table, and was ſurpriſed beyond all expreſſion to fiad 
them in. the hand- writing of my lord 9 

| | at 
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What enchantment! ſaid I to myſelf, and who 


will aid me to comprehend an adventure ſo extraordi- 
nary ? I did not think myſelf bound by the ordinary 
duties of good manners and diſcretion, in eircum- 
ſtances of this nature, aud eſpecially in regard to let- 
ters. I laid hold of ſome of them, which I read over 
haltily ; ; and my aſtoniſhment much increaſed in find- 
ing them all to be letters of love + they were without 
direction, and without date. Whatever difficulty I 
might find in this myſtery, I loſt half my fears as to 
my own ſecurity, and I thought wy danger at an end 
in a houſe where my brother was known. My bold- 
neſs increaſed, even ſo far as to make me find no diffi- 
culty in looking after the lady who had juſt eſcaped 
me. Whether love had a part in her tears, or whe- 
ther they proceeded from ſome more violent paſſion, 
I fancied the wauld find a pleaſure in knowing me, and 
explaining to me the cauſe of her troubles. _ 
Building upon this notion, I went down to the firſt 
door I found open, and did not ſeruple to go in. 
The fight of me could not itrike ſo ſharply the perſon 
who looked on me, as I was moved in knowing Angle. 
ſey ; and the furious air, in which I faw him, adding 
a quick fear to my ſurpriſe, I remained for ſome 
moments without the power of advancing a ſtep 
further. Recovering however, ſoon, he had not the 
ſame perplexity in taking immediately his reſolution. 
Ah! Is it you, ſaid he, fetching his breath, as if 
even his aſtoniſhment had given him ſome relief. 
Come near, come near, ſaid he, you-can help without 
doubt to clear up a ſecret, that touches yu as near as 
75 does me. I had not known the younger of his two 
ſiſters as eaſily as I had him. She ſtood nevertheleſs 
polite to bim, in ſo mortiſied a poſture, that I ca- 
Gly remarked ſhe was the. cauſe of his troubles, and 
that ſhe thought herſelf perhaps threatened with ſome 
effects of his fury, The woman, whom 1 met on 
the ſtairs, was her chamber-maid, who continued to 
teſtify by her tears, that ſhe apprehended ſomething 
terrible for her miſtreſs and herſelf. 
Encouraged 
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. Encouraged at length by the invitation of Angle- 
fey, I came up to him. Without loſing any thing of 


his warmth, he told me, that Tenermill being re- 
conciled to him after his laſt Journey to Ireland, 
ſeemed to have a particular fondneſs for his ſiſter. 
Though this inclination, added he, agreed ill with 
tis pretenſions to Sarah Fincer, whoſe hand he had 
confeſſed to me he had the hopes of obtaining, yet T 
was not ſurpriſed, that an officer, fatigued with his 
military expeditions, ſhould ſeek ſometimes for a- 
muſement in the company of an amiable young la- 
dy. His quarters not being far diſtant from my houſe, 
| freely fuffered him to come privately, and paſs with 
us ſome intervals 'of repoſe, which he could ſpare 
from his duty. He went away at the end of the 
campaign, and I thonght his amours finiſhed, when 
his reſidence in Ireland was ſo. 

In the mean time, added Angleſey, having obſeryed 
after his departure, that this virtaous lady ſhewed 
extraordinary uneaſineſs, I was ſurpriſed one morn- 
ing to find ſhe diſappeared in the night, without any 


Jether company than her chamber-maid; and not 


having given any notice of her deſign, I imagined 
all at once, that her enterpriſe was not a matter of 
prudence, I in vain weat in ſearch of her for many 
days ; at length T diſcovered here her retreat, though 
this town be twenty leagnes from my houſe; and 
immediately following her, I ſurpriſed her to-day in 


the place you fee her. She has hired this houſe for 


ix months. It is only by force of menaces that 
I have got out of her a confeſſion of her ſhame. 
She baſely abandoned herſelf to your brother, who 
has forſaken her with the fruits of his perfidious 
amours. It belongs to you, added he, whom I find 


in this place, without diſcovering what brought you 


here, to decide her fate: For ſhe ſhall periſh this 
day by my hands, if you inform me that my lord 
Tenermill has no thoughts of marrying her.. 


[ have preffed her to declare, ſtill proceeded he, 


f ſhe were ſeduced under the ſhadow at Jeaft- of 
| ſome 
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ſome promiſes. She ſpeaks. to me of his letters, 
which I will read in your preſence. Where are they! 


interrupted he himſelf, looking fariouſly on the 


chamber-maid, This wench, who had gone up 
only to bring them, and who upon hearing the noiſe 


' increaſe, had as ſoon come down, being fearful leſt he 
ſhould be tranſported to ſame exceſs againſt her miſ. 


treſs, went off immediately for them. 5 

During this time, from every thing I had heard 
I was at ſuch a ſtand, that not daring to venture even 
at the leaſt anſwer, I waited with great impatience 
till the letters were produced. Such as 1 had read, 


were only common proteſtations of love, in which 


J obſerved no propoſal of marriage. Moreover I had 
a thoruugh knowledge of Tenermill. If he were ca- 
E of having looked on the debauching of a young 
ady as a joke, he was not a man that would de- 
ceive her by falſe promiſes; and with the hopes he 
had moreover to marry Sarah Fincer, I could not be 
perſuaded that he had made Angleſey's filter any other 
promiſes than thoſe of love, of which ſhe herſelf 
ought to have diſcovered the illuſion. - The reading 


of the letters, which was not deferred a. moment, | 


confirmed me in this notion. Nevertheleſs, not be- 
lieving from thence that my brother was leſs obliged 
to repair the honour of a young lady of quality, 


' Whoſe ruin he had to reproach himſelf with, I made 


no difficulty of agreeing, that I looked on this obli- 
gation as an indiſpenſible duty, and of promiſing 
that I would preſs him to comply with it. Theſe 
words, and the exhortations I added to them to in- 
ſpire Angleſey with more gentleneſs, reſtored him a 
little to a calmneſs of mind; and his filter got up 
from his feet, to caſt herſelf at mine with tranſports 
of joy and gratitude. \, 

The reliance he had on my promiſe reſtored him 
ſo far to tranquillity as to inquire what ſtrange 
chance' had brought me to V- „and into the 


* 


houſe of his ſiſter. I had not ſo much difficulty 
to inform him of the truth, of my adventure, * 
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he had to believe it ſeriouſly. However, having con- 
ſidered with me what might be the conſequences of 
it, he agreed, that they were dangerous enough to 


have inſpired me with all the fear that had induced 
me to ſuch extraordinary reſolutions. Without mak- - 


ing a profeſſion of an open adherence to the king's 
party, he deſired his reſtoration, provided that 
when he favoured his intereſt it was not acting againſt 


his inclination ; and the ſervice he expected from 


me engaged him moreover not to refuſe me his 
aſſiſtance. He propoſed himſelf to take his coach, 
and carry me out of the way without being ta- 
ken notice of. I ſhould have little regreted my 


horſe and luggage, which I was obliged to leave . 


behind me; but Angleſey gave me yet room to hope, 
that by re-demanding them himſelf of the counſellor, 
he might have them delivered to him with ſo much 
the more eaſe, as I had aſſured him I had left 
nothing in my valiſe that could . betray the ſecret of 
my commiſſion, Being a native of Ireland, my zeal 
for the catholicks of that country, and even my 
quality of biſhop, which were the only diſcoveries 
the counſellor could make by my letter, did not 
expoſe me at all to the rigour of many new laws, 
which related only to foreign miſſionaries. My gra- 
titude for the aſſiſtance Angleſy offered me with ſo 
good a grace inſpired me with the intention of render- 
ing to his ſiſter that ſervice which agreed beſt with 
her ſituation. As there was little appearance, that 


after having been ſo unluckily diſcovered, I could much 


longer exocute my commiſſion without falling at leaſt 
into ſome new ſnare, which might be as prejudicial 


to the king's cauſe, as to the ſafety of my own life, 


I propoſed to return to, Dublin the ſhorteſt way, 
and to wait there privately the king's orders, to whom 
I would give an account of the truth of my ad- 
venture. Under the hope J am, ſaid I to Angleſey, of 
engaging Tenermill to act as becomes him to your 
ſiſter, I believe I may offer you for her a private re- 
treat in Patrick's houſe, who is come a little * 
| « | pa 


- 


240 De Dean of Col RENATE. 
: £ ; 

aſt to ſettle in Ireland. If you lend me your coach, 
Tail take charge of her to Dublin, and I do not de- 
ſpair even of carrying her to France, as ſoon as I 
have prepoſſeſſed Tenermill of the obligation he lies 
under to repair his fault. He embraced me with great 
E and his ſiſter, yet further moved than he 

y my offers, did not forbear to ſhew me hers, by 
the moſt affectionate acknowledgments. 

Having with me Jacin and che old ſervant of my 
lord Linch, I had been lucky enough to ſend them 
to an inn before I went to the counſellor's ; and 
this was a cuſtom I followed in all my journeys, that 
I might not be troubleſome to thoſe who entertained 
me. It was eaſy to'give them both notice-to go out 
of the town, and wait for me on the road I was to 
take. I went immediately into Angleſey's coach with 
his ſiſter and chamber maid, being verfinded, that if 
the counſellor ſhould ſearch for me, he would make 
his inquiries among the catholick houſes of the 
town, or at leaſt in any other place than on the 

high road. to Dublin, I made all the haſte could be 
expected from the carriage I was in; and Patrick 
was under an extreme ſurpriſe to ſee me return ſo 
foon to his houſe, contrary to his expectations and 
mine. | FOE; > | 

1 found him fo well eftabliſhed in the minds of the 
people, and already ſo much confidered by the vice- 
roy and all the nobility, that as to the deſigns the 
king had communicated to me, it appeared demon- 
ftrable, that his majeſty could not have made a better 
choice. But I had not perceived in my journey, that 
the number of his partizans was ſo conſiderable as 
he had fancied at St Germain, nor that they were 
filled with that ardour on which he relied ſo much 
for the next campaign. I made this obſervation to 
Patrick, who had already remarked the fame thing in 
Dublin If king James had a number of ſubjeas 
well intentioned enough to wiſh ardently for his re- 
turn, he had but few whoſe zeal was capable of 


making them expoſe their lives or fortunes in his 


quarrel. 
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quarrel. On the contrary, having nothing more 
dear and precious to deſire than the converſation and 
ſecurity of thoſe two advantages, they ſeemed to 
be much better aſſured of them under the new go- 
vernment ; and the intereſt of religion being then 
the only conſideration capable of warning them, 
even this motive could not inſpire then with all 
the ſpirit the king deſired, as long at leaſt as the 
prince of Orange ſhewed himſelf diſpoſed not to 
diſturb them in their worſhip. The fear of giving 
offence at the court of St Germain by ſuch free 
accounts, did not hinder me from communicating all 
my obſervations to the king. He did not ſhew that 
my ſincerity had at all offended him; but without 


giving me an anſwer to the particulars of my re- 


flections, he gave me orders immediately to return 
to France, under this -pretence alone, that my 
enterpriſe having been ſo unluckily diſturbed, he 
could not doubt but that the government had been 
well informed of it, and that my reſidence in Ireland 
might bring ſome prejudice to my brother's com- 


miſſion. — * 


With whatever devotion I was reſolved to ſacrifice 
myſelf to the intereſts of my religion and king, I 
found nothing irkſome to me in this change. My 
zeal could not want an object in France. The more 
I reflected on the misfortune of mademoiſelle An- 
pleſey, the more my inclination increaſed to ſerve her 
with Tenermill. Notwithſtanding all the hopes he 
had from his endeavours and underſtanding, I ſaw 
him the only one of my family who yet wanted an 
eſtabliſhment ; for I would not willingly give that 
name to an income he had obtained by gaming. 
Might not the ſame chance, to which he owed a for- 
tune ſo unworthy of us, deprive him of it by the ſame 


ways? In truth, ſhe could not be a match very 


advantageous for him, being the younger ſiſter of 
a family leſs rich than noble, who could brin 
him only hopes at a great diſtance. But beſides 
the obligation of honour, with which I did not 
Vor, III, think 
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think he could eaſily diſpenſe, I much flattered my- 
ſelf that (by making the marriage agrecable to the 
king) I could engage his majeſty to reſume all the 
views he formerly had for the advancement of my bro- 
ther. Without being in a condition to enrich his 
ſervants, he had a thouſand ways to employ them in 
a manner advantageous for their fortunes ; (witneſs the 
example of Patrick ;) and I did not doubt but the 
defire of attaching to him all the houſe of Angleſey 
would induce him, as much as his inclination for ours, 
to ſignalize his bounty by new favours. 

In the mean time other reflections made me change 
the thoughts I had taken up of prepoſſeſſing Tener- 
mill — my deſign. Although I did not think him 
capable of diſowning his engagements with mademoi- 
ſelle Angleſey, I imagined nevertheleſs that having 
never propoſed any thing by it but an amuſement, he 
would immediately reject a marriage, that he mult 
look upon as an obſtacle to all his pretenſions; and 
his refuſal of it once during his abſence would perhaps 
oblige mademoiſelle Angleſey to remain in Ireland. 


Inſtead of which, her paſſing into France in my com- 


pany, without giving him any notice of it, and ſur- 
Ppriing him in ſome ſort before he had time to think 
of defending himſelf, ſhe might hope, that her pre- 
ſence and tears might ſoften a heart which had 
made no preparations for reſiſtance. We went off 
together, having firſt imparted our views to her bro- 
ther. He propoſed to go with us; but I was afraid 
of too ſharp expoſtulations, and too violent inſtances 
from a man ſo fiery, who would have the honour of 
his family to ſupport; and I conjured him to repole 
his intereſts upon the integrity of my intentions. 
To return to St Germain with ſome agreeable 
fruits of my journey, it would have been neceſſary to 
have found means of tranſporting thither a part of 
Linch's treaſure ; but this would have been riſquing 
too much, at a time that the approach of a bloody 
campaign made the government redouble their 


vigilance in all the ports. We had difficulty enough 
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to eſcape ourſelves, without giving any other cauſe 
of ſuſpicion, that might be prejudicial to my brother. 


Heaven took care to conduct us through a thouſand 


dangers ; and not being able to gain France but by 
making many long circuits, our delay made my 
friends, who had been advertiſed of my departure, 
fear, that ſome very unlucky accident had happened to 
me on the road. As an addition to my embarraſment, 
mademoiſelle Angleſey, who was far advanced in her 
pregnancy, was ſurpriſed with her firſt pains in Flan- 
ders, (for it was by that way I was forced to return) 
and the indiſpenſible care I had for her retarded our 
arrival fix weeks more. 

I give the name of embarraſment to this laſt un- 
ſeaſonable accident, becauſe I could not look upon 
it but as a ſubje of vexation. Notwithſtanding 
the ardcur with which I had embraced the inte- 
reſt of mademoiſelle Angleſey, and even the perſua- 
ſion that induced me to make it an indiſpenſible 
duty, I was ſometimes ſcared by the indecency of 
being ſeen with her in her ſituation, and I appre- 
hended that ſhe would be looked upon in the 
ſame ridiculous light as IJ. What appearance was 
there of preſenting her in this condition, whether at 
court, where I could willingly have fortified her 
pretenſions by the king's authority, or whether to 
Tenermill himſelf, who not having yet heard any 
thing of the conſequences of his amour, might be 
rather diſguſted than ſoftened by ſuch a fight ? Not 
that mademoiſelle Angleſey wanted any of thoſe al- 
lurements that are natural to her ſex. I have al- 
ready made an encemium on her charms ; and the 
opportunity I had of diving into her character, 
gave me room to diſcover in it merit enough to 
make amends for a tranſient flip, which did not 
leſſen her natural principles of modeſty and virtue. 
But I was delighted to ſee her after lying-in re- 
ſume that air of decorum ſuitable to a young lady, 
and which I thought had been extremely impaired by 


her big belly. 
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The end of my journey inſpiring me thus with 
more hope and joy, than I had felt ſince my depar- 
ture, I communicated my thoughts to her, by 
tracing over before-hand the plan I had formed for 
haſtening her marriage. Tenermil}, ſaid I, ſhall have 
no notice of our arrival but by our viſit. I will 
prepoſſeſs the king with your adventure, and will 
intereſt his religion and goodneſs to afford you his 
protection. Of the many friends I know my brother 
has, I will intreat ſuch, whoſe weight is capable of 
making an impreſſion on his mind, to be with him 
the moment of our viſit, to back your prayers by 
their ſolicitations and advice. I will procure an of- 
ficer of the king to go with us, whom I will intreat 
his majeſty to charge with his recommendation, or 
even commands, if it be poſſible to obtain them; and 
1 doubt not but by this mixture of ſupplications, ad- 
vices and authority, we ſhall in an inſtant force our 
way through all obſtacles, that Tenermill can poſſibly 
think to oppoſe to us. 


I faid nothing to her but what I was perſuaded of 


myſelf, In an affair of this nature, wherein hu- 
manity and religion make the foundation of our 
rights, I could not imagine that the principles of 
many. of my brother's friends, who were known to 
be men of honour, were different from mine; and 
I already had caſt my eyes upon thoſe whom 1 
thought moſt proper to do us the ſervice I expected 
from them, Being arrived at Paris, I thought it 
leaſonable to 2 ſome of them with this buſineſs 
before I went to St Germain. But having began 
with him, upon whom TI relied*the moſt, how great 
was my aftoniſhment to hear him reſiſt all my pro- 
poſals? He was an old general officer, who had 
paſſed through all the military preferments, and who 
had in the world the reputation of bęing irreproach- 
able in his honour. Having heard me. with great 


attention; Was this debauching, aſked he, ſupport- 
ed by any promiſes? I anſwered, that mademoiſelle 


Angleſey did not lay a ſtreſs upon any. Ah * 
plied 


port- 
iſelle 
| re- 


pl ied 
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od he laughing, who has not had in the courſe of 


is life twenty adventures of this ſort? Honour 
does not oblige one to obſerve what one does not 
promiſe. Women would be too happy, if, by forget- 
ing their duty, they could acquire a right over our 
liberty and fortune. Ah! Where is the man of 


omg that would not be expoſed to ruin himſelf . 


y a miſchievous marriage? No, no, added he, I 
ſhall never adviſe your brother to make good a fimple 
piece of gallantry, by the ſacrifice of his fortune, and 
perhaps his happineſs, 

80 formal a refuſal taking from me all hopes 
on that fide, I was vexed for having addreſſed my- 
ſelf to a military man, whom I ought to ſuppoſe 
much leſs knowing in certain daties, or more in- 
dulgent than others to this ſort of diſorder, which 
the world honours with the name of gallantry. 
I knew 'Tenermill had another friend, whoſe ſenti- 
ments I hoped would better correſpond with my 
expectations. This was a financer, extremely rich, 
but one whoſe riches did not take from him the 
name of an honeſt, nor even of a good - na- 
tured and generous man. I laid the fact before 
him, and intreated him, as I did the other, to join 
with me to prevail over the mind of Tenermill. He 
looked on me with a nice and fenſual air; I 
am not at all ſurpriſed, ſaid he, that an eeccleſi - 
aſtic of. your age and piety ſhould refer every 
thing to the ſevere maxims of the goſpel; but it 
— be hard to expect ſo much ſtrict neſs from 
laymen, ſuch as we are. Vou do not conſider 
well to what you would reduce us, if pou would 
oblige us to marry a woman, becauſe we have taken 
for her a ſlight and tranſient inclination. Ah! what 
advantage would it be to us, that nature has made 
ſo great - a number of them? She was willing to afford 
us the means of making trials to chuſe the better: 


moreover, added he in a ſerious tone, I think we 


ought always to make a juſt deſtinction between 
objects of pleaſure and thoſe of duty. If my 
5 | L 3 lord 
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lord Tenermill had found in the choice you pro- 


poſed to him every thing ſuitable to his fortune 
and happineſs, and that by a forgetfulneſs of his 
intereſts, he was ftiff and obſtinate in rejecting it, 
I ſhould undertake perhaps to make him open his 
eyes upon what he owed to himſelf : But as this 
cannot be ſuppoſed to be the caſe without a con- 
tradition, I will not endeavour to incline him to a 
marriage, from which on the contrary his refuſal 
er coldneſs ſhould make me judge that he has few 
advantages to gather. 

Such plain language perſuaded me that my appli- 
cations were yet but indifferent. I called to mind the 
judgment the goſpel] gives of the rich men of the 
world, and I was much leſs ſurpriſed to find this 
oppoſition to thefe maxims in him whom I had con- 
fulted, than to have forgot myſelf, how uncommon it 
is for the ſpirit of religion to agree with riches. 
But as thoſe two errors I had ſucceſſively fallen into 
were no reaſons for making me give over my project, 
1 recolleted the . a third friend of Tener- 
mill, whoſe rigorous probity I had heard himſelf 
boaft of. Such ought to be the lot of all of his pro- 
feſfion ; for he was a man of the robe, of a diſtin- 
guiſhed character. I had greater hopes of ſucceſs 
in applying to him, which his gravity in hearing me 
yet further increaſed. | When I had ended, he pauſed 
for ſome moments, as if he had conſidered -the caſe 
in all its circumftances. At length he aſked me, if 
there had been a formal contract under my brother's 
band. Having anſwered him, that there was not, but 


that it waz no leſs true, he interrupted me in haſte—- 


Have you any thing to found a proof on by writing ? 
No, ſaid I again, and the damſel confeſſes herſelf, 
that ſhe has nothing but ſome tender letters to. build 
upon in her favour, Ah! replied he, without ſeem- 
ing attentive to the impreſſion his anſwer would make 
on me, caſt away your fears, that ſhe can ever force 
my lord to marry her; and take you care how you 
adviſe your brother to a match, which can never be 


of 
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of any advantage to him. In the rigour of the law, 
he will be acquitted for ſome damages, which will 
hear a leſs proportion to the birth of your Iriſh lady, 
than to her weakneſs in forgetting her duty. 

My aſtoniſhment was ſo great after this third de- 
ciſion, that having neither power nor will to reply, 
I choſe to retire without ſpeaking one word. What 
ſtrange conſent and agreement, ſaid I to myſelf, in 
all ranks and conditions of men, to wound openl 
the moſt ſacred Jaw of nature and religion? How? 
Muſt there be promiſes to a woman, mult they be in 
writing, to oblige a man to marry her after having 
drawn her into a precipice, from whence ſhe cannot 
poſſibly diſengage herfelf but by marriage ? Do not 
then the = attempts to debauch her amount to ſo 
many promiſes, and is not the meaning of them clear 
and manifeſt to both ſexes ?- The weakneſs of a wo- 
man. in ſurrendering, and the pleaſure a man finds in 
vanquiſhing, are not they in a manner the ſeal that 
ought to confirm them ? Is it before the eyes of men, 
that proofs muſt be here produced, and muſt the 
principles of fidelity and good faith depend on their 
opinions ? But I came to myſelf by thinking, that a 
grave magiſtrate might fail in his attenden to the 
plain duties .of morality, from an exceſs of attach- 
ment to the objects of his profeſſion. It is the fault 
of the greateſt part of men to refer every thing to 
the knowledge of thoſe particulars that they are moſt 


employed about. Without being yet diſcouraged by 


theſe three experiments ſo oppoſite to my expectations, 
I reſolved to make 'a new one upon the mind of an 


honeſt citizen, whom I knew to-be well affected to 


my brother, and who had even acquired ſome aſcen- 
dant over him by many important ſervices. I ſhall 
have nothing to fear here, ſaid I, neither from the 
falſe cuſtoms of the world, nor from the corruption 
of riches, nor from the prejudices of ſtudy and learn- 
ing. The citizen, to whom. I went immediately, 
ſeemed at firſt well pleaſed at the confidence I put in 
him: But having liſtened to my propoſals—T ſhall not, 


i 
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ſaid he roughly enough, make ſo bad a uſe of the 


little power I have over my lord's mind. This 
is the way infallibly to draw on me his hatred, when 
he ſhall come to be ſenſible of the injury I ſhall have 
done him by my advice. And, added he, to lay open 
to you all my thoughts at once, I do not pity, ſo 
much as you do, a young lady who has forgot herſelf 
ſo far as to throw behind her back the care of her 
honour. To what ſhould we be expoſed in our fa- 
milies, if they were aſſured of repairing immediately 
their faults by a good marriage : We muſt abandon 
the guilty to their infamy, to frighten, by their exam- 

ple, thoſe who ſhould be tempted to imitate them. 
Without examining his manner of reaſoning, the 
fallacy of which was befides manifeſt, ſince the queſ- 
tion only turned on the duty of Tenermill, and that 
the fault of mademoiſelle Angleſey did not in the leaſt 
diminiſh the obligation he was under to repair his, I 
obſerved that I had little aſſiſtance to expect from 
other friends of Tenermill, ſince I could obtain none 
from thoſe I had pitched upon out of choice. Not 
being able nevertheleſs to perſuade myſelf that my opi- 
nion was falſe, nor that I was the only man in the 
world that, had thought juſtly upon a point ſo mate- 
rial, I admired the care my brother had taken, in 
chuſing, for his beſt friends, thoſe whoſe principles 
appeared to me ſo . his own; and I pitied 
them all in a lump for negleQting the precepts of re- 
ligion, even ſo as not to make any uſe of them in their 
manner of reaſoning and advice. There remained 
another concluſion 4 me to draw from the ill ſucceſs 
of my hopes, which was, that for the ſame reaſon I 
ought to be apprehenſive of finding much more reſiſt- 
ance from Tenermill ; and, ſeeing nothing more pow- 
erful to move him than the methods that had failed 
me, I was in danger, as the reward of my zeal, to 
have on my hands the charge of a young lady and 
her infant, for whom there remained no other re- 
ſource than my compaſſion. Nevertheleſs, I yet flat- 
tered myſelf with forme aid from the king's autho- 
rity 3 
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rity ; and though Tenermill had taken the reſolution: 
of forſaking the court, in order to paſs a life more. 
free and independent, yet 1 could not imagine, he had 


ſhaken off the yoke of reſpe& and obedience ſo far 


as to ſhut his ears againſt his maſter's orders. 

'Fhus, with the ö view that had made me avoid 
ſeeing my family on my coming to Paris, I went to 
St Germain without giving any body the leaſt notice 
of my arrival. Having given the king an account 
of all the circumſtances of my journey, I had no- 
thing ſo urgent on me as to put into his majeſty's 
hands the cauſe of mademoiſelle Angleſey ; and con- 
cealing from him neither my fears nor the reaſons of 
them, I intereſted him in favour of an unfortunate 
young lady, by ſuch motives as might make an im- 
preſſion on a religious prince. He was more moved by 
it, than the friends of Tenermill had been. But not- 
having ſeen him at court ſince he formerly left it, he 
ſhewed ſome miſtruſt of his attachment and ſubmiſ- 
hon. I know not, ſaid that prince, what kind of life 
he has cut out for himſelf in a ſort of retreat, wherein 
I apprehend he confines himſelf to the ſociety of ſome 
women, and a ſmall number of friends. He had 
won ſomething by gaming; he has loſt much more 
during your. abſence, and not having any ſubſtance 
more than the penſion I continued to him, I cannot 
conceive by what methods he maintains at his houſe 
that plenty, and thoſe pleaſures, of which I have had 
a deſcription made me. Lam ſorry, added the king, 
that a man whom I eſteem, and who might quality 
himſelf for the greateſt things, ſhould corrupt him- 
felf with luxury and idleneſs. 

All theſe objections not being capable of diſcou- 
raging me, I redoubled my inſtances to procure from 
the king at leaft a recommendation, ſhewing the- 
deſire he had to ſee mademoiſelle Angleſey ſpeedi- 
ly ſettled in her rights. He conſented to this re- 


queſt ; but it was after I had given him a taſte of 


the diſpoſitions of Tenermill, in order to regulate the 
L. 5 tenor 
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tenor of his orders upon the difficulties I ſhould find 


in ſucceeding. 

I thought myſelf fo fortified with theſe hopes, that 
returning in haſte to Paris, I did not ſcruple to in- 
treat the count and counteſs of 8 — to receive 
mademoiſelle Angleſey in their houſe, as a young per- 
ſon, who one day or other might have a relation to 
our family by her marriage with my brother. I 
nevertheleſs recommended to them ſecrecy upon a 
project which yet required ſome contrivance on the 
king's part as well as Tenermill's. But having re- 
ceived my compliment, and the thanks of made- 
moiſelle Angleſey with their uſual politeneſs, the count 
expreſſed ſome earneſtneſs to have a private converſa- 
tion with me. I judged by his uneaſineſs, that he had 
ſome important overture to make me, and without 
waiting 1n reality till I laid the matter before him— 
Is it, ſaid he, with the concurrence and conſent of 
my lord Tenermill, that you have had it in your 
thoughts to marry him? A queſtion ſo much to the 


Purpoſe, to which I. could make no anſwer, without. | 


entering into a long detail, made me chuſe to aſk the 
count what difficulties he found in this marriage? 
You are ignorant, replied he, what changes have 
happened during your abſence ; and engaging me in 
a detail capable of ſurpriſing me, he ſaid, that my 
brother had made an open profeſſion of renouncing 
all hopes of eſtabliſhment and fortune, by his diſ- 
contents, which he took no pains to conceal, and that 
being engaged in a ſtrict familiarity with Donna Fi» 
guerrez, they had formed together a ſociety, which 
perhaps was without example. They had both glo- 
ried in being without love, as well as without am- 
bition, and to have no reliſh but for a certain num- 
ber of amuſements, which they ſpared no coſt to pro- 
eure. They had furniſhed without oſtentation, yet 


with the greateſt elegance, a hauſe in town, and 
that of Saiſons, which ſerved them as a country ſeat, 
Their expences had been ſupported in common, and 


though they had affected to cut off. all air of love 
| | from 
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from their intercourſe, they had been ſeldom aſunder, 
their pleaſures being all the ſame, which conſiſted 
in good cheer, mulic, reading, gaming, and aſſo- 
ciating together five or fix perſons of both ſexes, + 
whoſe humour and wit were alike, they had affected 
to deſpiſe the world, with which they pretended to 
be unacquainted. The Spaniſh ambaſſador, aſtoniſhed 
at the choice he ſaw his niece embrace, had taken 
much pains to prevail on her to forſake ſuch ſtrange 
notions; but had not been able to overeome her 
reſolution. | | 

This life had continued ſome months with all 
the pleaſure they had propoſed from it; but Tenermill, 
naturally liberal and generous, not having juſtly 
enough calculated to what his expences might amount, 
found himſelf ſo ſhortened, that he had been forced 
to think of other reſources. Gaming, which had 
been at firſt ſo favourable to him, had not continued 
with the ſame good fortune. Having played high, 
he had ſuffered ſuch. conſiderable loſſes, that to pay 
off many debts of honour, he had quite exhauſted 
his annual income. This misfortune would have 
laid him under an abſolute neceſſity of breaking off 
his project, if Donna Figuerrez, to whom he had been 
conſtrained to make a confeſſion of the perplexity of 
his affairs, had. not applied herſelf with the like ge- 
neroſity to repair his loſſes. Hitherto he had not ſuf-. 
fered her to contribute much to the expences of their 
ſettlement ; but not finding any great difference be- 
tween the neceſſity of breaking off, and that of con- 
ſenting to het entering into the common diſburſe- 
ments, he was overcome by her entreaties. An 
agreement of this nature became as it were a new- 
tie, which had united them more ſtrictly than ever; 
and if Tenermill had abſeated himſelf from court 
out of reſentment, on the ſcore of ambition, he 
had alſo extended his forgetfulneſs to every thing 
different from this ſociety, even to avoid ſeeing his 
own family.. | 
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Tou ſee, added the count, after finiſhing this recita}, 
if I have room to doubt whether he be informed of 
your views, and whether I have not yet more rea- 
ſon to believe, that it will be difficult to bring him to 
embrace them. The reliſh for an effeminate life 
has ſucceded his former activity. I admire to what 
paſs his humour is changed. This Spaniard beſieges 
him: and whatever ſort of engagement he may have 
with her, I am perſuaded you will not ſucceed in 
breaking it. | 

The evil appeared to me as dangerous as to the 
count ; and although the reſerve with which he 
diſcovered himſelf had yet hindered me from pene- 
trating into the full extent of it, yet the perils 
alone attending ſuch a life of ſenſuality caſt me 
into a ſharp alarm. However, I did not from thence 
ſee, as he did, ſuch ſtrong reaſons to fear that ſhe 
would be an obſtacle to 'Tenermill's marriage. I 
had boldly laid hold of the notion, that his engage- 
ment with Donna Figuerrez was not that of love; 
and not conceiving any other cauſe thar could attach 
him too ſtrongly to her, I had ſo much the greater 
hope that the loſs of his fortune, and the ne- 


ceſſity he was under of taking advantage of that 


of a woman, without which be could not live in 
that plenty for which he had taken a reliſh, ap- 
peared to me an infallible motive to ſeparate him 
from her, when I ſhould make him, look upon, to- 
gether with the hand of mademoiſelle Angleſey, 


the king's new favours, which I did not deſpair 


to ſee him obtain. I left the count with this no- 


tion, without having judged it feaſonable to com- 
" -,,uicate to him yet the truth of our adventure. 


Tt was not my difidence of him that engaged me to 
this diſſimulation; but 1 thought myſelf obliged to 
it out of a cautious management for mademoiſelle An- 
gleſy. | 

I learned at my lord Tenermill's houſe, that he 
had been at Saiſons for ſome weeks paſt, enjoying 


there the early pleaſures of the ſpring, with his 
uſual 
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uſual company. The fight of the hurry they. were 


in at his houſe in Paris, in making preparation of a 
thouſand things to ſerve his table and pleaſures, gave 
me all at once an idea of his ſettlement. I made 
no delay in going to him. Beſides, that decency 
required this viſit of me after a long abſence, I 
had an intereſt, as well as he, in the ſeat of Sai- 
ſons, and I thought myſelf authoriſed at all times 
to examine into the condition it was in. I might 
pretend to be ignorant of the alterations made there 
fince my departure, and that it was inhabited by 
ſuch a numerous company. Reſting upon. this point, 
I diſcovered as much ſurpriſe upon my arrival 
there, as if I had not been foreſtalled by the count's 
recital, And this pretext was but little different 
from the truth, fince, with the hints I had re- 
ceived, I found yet at every ſtep ſome ſubject 
of aſtoniſhment and admiration, The houſe, the 
gardens, every thing had taken a new form. Te- 
nermill had few ſervants whom I knew; inſomuch 
that having met many of them, of whom I inquired 
where I might find their maſter, I was to them 
a ſight as new, as the ornaments of the place were 
to me. 7 

Among ſome tokens of joy, and a few careſſes, 
Tenermill diſcovered embarraſment enough to con- 
vince me, that he was under ſome coaſtraint at my 
preſence. I was ſhewed into his cloſet, where by 
chance he was gone upon ſome bufineſs. I did not 
loſe the opportunity I came in. ſearch. of. Inftead 
of giving him anſwers to his firſt queſtions, by which 


he thought perhaps to rid himſelf from. mine, 1 


prayed him to hear me upon a ſubje& important 
enough to merit his whole attention; and without 
going about the buſh, ſpeaking to him of the con- 
dition he had left Angleſey's ſiſler in, I. aſked him 
what he thought of the misfortune of a youg lady 
fo amiable and well born. A diſcourſe ſo little 
expected, and the ſteady and ſerious air with which 
I accompanied it (for I dare not call it a — 
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for a fault which he then called to mind) threw 
him into a confuſion, which declared itſelf for ſome 
moments by his bluſhes. However, this diſorder con- 
tinued but a ſhort time, ſince, immediately turning 
the matter into a banter, he ſpoke to me of this ad- 
venture, as of an amuſement, from whence, ſaid he, 
he had no thoughts that the effect would have been 
the production of a new being. I ſtopped him: Do 
you know, ſaid I, that with this effect, which never- 
theleſs you ought to expect, another ought to be 
produced, which I am vexed not to ſee brought to 


| - Paſs as ſoon as I could wiſh? and remarking, that 


this queſtion made him more attentive, I ſpoke to 
him with reſolution of the pretenfions of mademoi- 
ſelle Angleſey, and even of the hopes ſhe had of turn- 
ing them to account. He ſtopped me in his turn, 
and ſeeming ſenſible of every thing that I had only 
expreſſed by halves, he aſſumed a more ſerious tone, 
to defend himſelf. His reaſons were thoſe I had 
already commiſerated in the mouths of his four 
friends. He was engaged by no promiſes; he 
thought of nothing but amuſing himſelf in Ireland ; 
Could any one pretend that the weakneſs of a 

ir! could give her power over the fortune and 
[iberty of a man? Strange arguments, which al- 
ways preſumes the fault to be only on the fide of 
the weakeſt ſex, and that there is no reparation ne- 
ceſſary in theſe ſort of adventures from him whom 
the world is pleaſed to call the glory and ornament 
of a woman! It was not nevertheleſs upon Tenermill 
that I was in hopes of making impreſſions by other 
trials. It did not even come into my mind to 
make the experiment. I had executed the king's 
orders in aſſuring myſelf of Tenermill's diſpoſitions, 
and if I added any thing, it was only to make him 

unfold them more clearly by force of objections and 
inſtances. 


He fortified himſelf in ſuch a manner againſt his 


firſt confuſion, that preſſing me at length not to trou- 
ble him longer with propoſals that fatigued him, he 


paſſed 
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paſſed ſuddenly to aſk me news of Patrick and Ire- 
land. I ſatisfied him plainly, and taking a cold leave 
of him, returned to Paris, notwithſtanding his perſua- 
fions to keep me with. him at Saiſons for ſome days. 
It would have been but little agreeable to me to engage 
in a ſociety, ſuch as his was repreſented to me 
to be. Though I had not intirely entered into the 
ſenſe of the count's expreſſions, I did not fancy there 
could be much innocence and prudence in a retreat, 
wherein they had nothing but pleaſure for their ob- 
jet. My defign, upon my return to Paris, was to 
take mademoiſelle Angleſey and preſent her to the 
king, whom I yet hoped to engage more powerfully 
in her intereſt, after his majeſty had ſeen her. Her 


form and her tears in reality touched him ſo much 


as to make him take a reſolution to ſend one of his 
gentlemen immediately to Saiſons, The king inter- 


preted the refuſal of Tenermill more favourably than 


I did. Seeing nothing was wanting in mademoiſelle 
Angleſey” to pleaſe him, and imagining in reaſon that 


ſhe muſt have been agreeable to him, ſince ſhe had drawn. 


on her his attentions, he was convinced that the only 
reaſon which could inſpire him with a repugnance 
to marry her, was her poverty; and without having 
him told what his views were in propoſing to him to 


receive her hand, he charged his gentlemen to aſſure 


him, as from himſelf, that he would find his advan- 


tages in ſubmiſſion. But opening his mind further to. 


me, he told me, that without having any thoughts 


of making. him a duke, until he was rich enough to 


ſuſtain that dignity, he would in favour.of his mar- 


fiage grant him an employment, that ſhould enrich. 


him by ways very ſpeedy. You may inform him, 
ſaid he, that I have declared my mind to you upon 
the matter, and engage to him my word, that I ſhall 
reckon his obedience in the rank of his ſervices. 
With the piety. that animated all his actions, the 
king had a motive for his proceedings that I was a 
ſtranger to. Angleſey, not daring to promiſe him+ 
ſelf the full effects of every thing I had given him 


room 
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room to hope from my good offices, had writ to 
the king from Ireland, ſupplicating his- royal pro- 
tection for his ſiſter; and in an affair wherein the 
honour of his family was concerned, he made no 
difficulty to promiſe his majeſty, that to ſhew him 
his acknowledgment and pratitude, he would by 
kimſelf and his friends before the end of the cam- 
paign, bring over all the province of Munſter to his 
authority. The ſubmiſſion of this part of Ireland 
was of great importance, as much for the facility 
of landing his forces, as for the quarters of his 
troops, who might there paſs the winter in ſecurity. 
Moreover, it was of no ſmall conſequence to engage 
openly in his intereſts a family ſo numerous and fo 
conſiderable as that of Angleſey. Without penetra- 
ting ſo far, I had myſelf made this laſt reflection to 
the king, and if he did not confeſs that it, was capa» 
ble of warming him, I no leſs remarked, that it had 
increaſed his heat and zeal- I had foon other proofs. 
of this from the eagerneſs he ſhewed upon the return 
of the gentleman, whom he had diſpatched to my 
brother. Being informed, that Tenermill had re- 
ceived his orders with all the reſpett due to the name 
of his maſter, and that notwithſtanding the addreſs 
whereby he had avoided to engage bimfarf by a poſi - 
tive anſwer, he yet expreſſed himſelf in terms of per- 


fect ſubmiſſion, he preſſed me to make him another 


viſit, and to declare to him openly what he was reſolved 
to do for him. I was afraid, faid the king to me with 
a freedom” worthy of ſo great a ſoul, that he would 
have taken advantage of my ſituatiou to inſiſt upon 
his old diſcontents ; but knowing his humour, I 
think him difpoſed' to obedience, ſince he has re- 
eeived my orders with ſo good a grace. In reality, 
divers examples had daily taught this good prince, 
that the title of a king is but a ſlender check to 
violent paſſions, when it is not ſupported by power ; 
and the late treaſon of my lord made him 


fear every moment, that he ſhould not find more 
f | | FTA loyalty. 
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loyalty in the greateſt part oſ thoſe who appeared to 
be attached to him. 

This confidence of my king, and the deſire he 
let me ſee he had of Yeclaiming to him the mind of 
my brother, animated me with fo briſk an ardour, 
that not thinking I could too ſoon execute his orders, 
I preſſed him in my turn to licence my departure, 
that I might go directly to Saiſons. I imparted all 
my hopes to mademoiſelle Angeleſy by an air of 
ſatisfaction with which I prayed her to wait for me 
at Paris. It was night when I arrived at our ſeat ; 
but 1 made no diſtinction of times, and thought 
every ſeaſon proper for my negociation. Being in- 
formed at my arrival that Tenermill had get up 
from table, I ſent in notice, that I had affairs 
of importance to communicate to him, and de- 
fired to talk to him alone. I was ignorant whether 
he had already diſcovered my propoſals and the 
king's orders to Donna * ; but his flowneſs 
in coming to me made me fo impatient, that puttin 
my head out of the door of the cloſet where ? 
waited for him, I faw her with him in the next 
chamber; and the air of ſecrecy, as much as the 
heat with which they appeared engaged in the diſ- 
cuſſion of ſome matter of importance, gave me room 
to think, that my viſit was the ſubject of their dif- 


courſe. 


Tenermill did not appear to me with a counte- 


nance leſs diſengaged; I removed allo from mine 
every thing that might look like conſtraint, and 


_ anticipating all_ uſeleſs queſtions, I told him, that 


my ,viſit to him. was by the king's orders. You 
have been informed lately, ſaid I, from the mouth of 
one of his gentlemen. of the intereſt he takes in 


the marriage of mademoiſelle Angleſey : But that ex- 


planation had relation only to things in general; I am 
now here from his majeſty, added I, to declare to you 
more particularly his intentions. With a wife, whom 
he preſſes you to receive as from his hand, he promiſes 
you an employment that may ſoon make you 
an 
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and which will one day put you into the condition he 
is deſirous of ſeeing you, in order to create you a 
duke. 

This entrance into my diſcourſe, in which I alſo 
had included every thing that I had moſt prevailing to 
offer him, made a greater impreſſion on him than I 
expected from it. He fixed his eyes on me, and not 
being able for a conſiderable time to moderate the af- 
fections of his ſoul—Hew, ſaid he, ſoftening his 
yoice, does the king vouchſafe to return to me, and 
(far from being offended at my haughrineſs, 1s he not 
apprehenſive of abaſing himſelf too much, in calling 
me back to him by new favours? Ah! So much 

oodneſs will never be repaid but by my blood, which 
i will empty all in his ſervice. His tranſport made 
me judge, that T had moſt Juckily taken him by his 
two foibles; of which the laſt itſelf had a greater poſ- 
ſeſſion of him than he imagined. Theſe were gene- 
roſity and ambition. But when I was ready to hug 
myſelf for them, he added, that he was in deſpair as 
to the marriage of mademoiſelle Angleſy, for that 
this method of complying with the king“ goodneſs 
was abſolutely ſhut out from him ; that without find- 
ing in his heart the leaſt repugnance for a lady ſo 
amiable ; upon the whole, that though ſhe be offered 
to him by the king with all thoſe advantages, yet he 
had other engagements which he was not at liberty to 
break, and that the moſt glorious fortune in the world 
ſhould never make him fail in his engagements of ho- 
nour. Struck with this language, I aſked him, with 
a good deal of aftoniſhment, whether he were mar- 
ried ? No, anſwered he ingenuouſly ; bur he put little 
difference between his engagement and marriage. He 
ſeparated from me, and took ſome turns about the 
cloſet in a profound meditation, whilſt I confidered 
with myſelf what anſwer to make him. Then 
coming up to me, he requeſted me to hear him with- 
out interruption. I am pierced ſaid he, with the 


king's goodneſs, and I doubt not but they raiſe in 


you the ſame admiration. I have a thouſand —_ 
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left to render me worthy of them, and they are 
not the moſt eaſy I would chuſe. Nevertheleſs, forced 
as I am to reje& her whom he daigns to offer me 
himſelf, I am ſenfible that my refuſal will expoſe me 
not only to his juſt indignation, but to the cenſure 
of all men of honour, if ir ve not juſtified by ſome 
excule. At the ſame time, I do not flatter myſelf, 
that I can make you reliſh my apology, and under 
the neceſſity I am nzvertHWeleſs to employ you in my 
juſtification, this difficulty has appeared to me em- 
barraſſing enough to throw me into the reverie out of 
which I am juſt recovered. 

Notwithſtanding the promiſe I had made to hear 
him without interrupt'on, I thought myſelf obliged 
to remove a. doubt, which appeared offenſive to m 
friendſhip. I complained that he thought it juſtly 
founded, and conjured him to conceive a better opi- 
nion of my affections. No, no, replied he ſmiling, 
it is not of your friendſhip that I have any diffidence' 
but do not be tired of the filence I require. Then 
continuing his diſcourſe, he related to me, that fince 
he ha d loft the deſire of eſpouſing Donna Figuerrez 
by the king's refuſal, of conſenting to that marriage, 
or at leaſt annexing to it the favours he had been 
made to hope for, he had never ceaſed viſiting that 
lady. He had found from day to day new plea- 
ſures in her converſation; and his good fortune had 
ſo favoured him, that ſhe being obliged to renounce 
her inclination for Patrick, had taken for him a ſhare 
of the affections ſhe had for his brother. He had 
not been at all ſorry for being beloved by her, as long 
as the propoſals of marriage' continued in a manner 
buried; but upon renewing them by the Spaniſh am- 
baſſador at her inſtance, he did not heſitate to de- 
clare to her, that he did not think himſelf cu out 
to bear the name of a huſband, and that the rea- 
lons inducing him to think of marryittg her, having 
ceaſed by. the king's pleaſure, he was come to a 
reſolution never more to ſubmit to chains, of which 
nature was afraid. He had neverthleſs ſoftened 


this 
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this refuſal by ſome polite compliments, and own- 
ing, that he had ſeen few women whoſe wit and 
humour had ſuch a number of charms as her's had, 
he confeſſed, that he laboured to inſpire her with 
an intercourſe and correſpondence eftabliſhed in 
freedom and independence, by which he ſought 
after a remedy for thoſe ſufferings he had juſt ex- 
perienced from the court. Gaming had at this in- 
terval brought him in ſums conſiderable enough to 
ſettle his affairs upon a ſolid foundation; and the 
king having forced him to keep his penſion, he 
found himſelf in a condition of forming a plan, which 
he had the good luck to make agreeable to Donna 
Figuerrez. In fine, ſurpriſed himſelf, ſaid be, at the 
facility he had found to bring her into it, and judg- 
ing even from thence, that this could not be her 
firft eſſay of gallantry, he accuſtomed himſelf to 
live with her, and to enjoy a very pleaſant ſituation 
both in town and country. You will aſk me, con- 
tinued he, what could render ſuch an engagement 
Ho inviolable as I have repreſented it to you! Hear 


me, for one part of what I have to ſay to you will | 


appear difficult to comprehend. Firſt, you can never 
conceive how great is the power of an habitual 
' ſociety between two perſons, i have for a long time 
had only the ſame houſe, the ſame table, the ſame 
occupations, the ſame pleaſures, and. who, in one 
word, paſſing the day and night without quitting 
each other even a moment, have learned mutually to 
know their faults, to paſs them over, to look on 
themſelves in relation to each other as diſpenſed from 
all ſorts of decorums and conſtraints, to ſpeak 
to each other when they will, and to be filent when 
they will, not to conceal nevertheleſs from each 
other their thoughts, and to place their ſatisfacti- 
ons and their troubles in common; it is not in- 


tereſt that links them together fince they may live 
an caſy life without the aſſiſtance of one another; 
in is not exactly a reliſh for the ſame pleaſures, ſince 


they do not ſeek after it in thoſe that are the on 
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briſk and poignant, and that the half of their time 
is ſpent in diſcovering the foibles of every thing 
that carries that name; it is not an inclination for 
good cheer, for though nothing be wanting to ſet 
off their table, they have not the greater appetite 
for it, and very often riſe from thence without touching 
the beſt diſhes; there is yet even leſs of love in it, 
ſince they ſee each other without eagerneſs, are ab- 
ſent from each other without grief, they ſcarce happen 
to ſay to each other a word of kindneſs or tender- 
neſs, that they often avoid thoſe plain reſpects of 
complaiſance which they would have for the greateſt 
ſtranger ; and if they uſe only one and the ſame 
bed, they commonly lie down and riſe up without 
thinking of thoſe rights which they conſented to 
yield to each other. Nevertheleſs, you may attempt, 
if you think it ſeaſonable, to make them renounce 
living together, you will ſee they will laugh at all your 
efforts. In the whole conduct of life they are as 
neceſfary to each other, as if they were bound by 
intereſt, by pleaſure, by good cheer, and by love. 
I would not ſpeak to you ſo poſitively, added he, if I 
could not add to my example that of a thouſand peo- 
ple of worth and honour, who are in the ſame caſe at 
Paris. ; 

He was about proceeding ; but ] had began to have 
a miſgiving of ſomething, that had not hitherto en- 
tered into my mind, and which he ſeemed to be 
deſirous of concealing from me. I did him wron 
by this laſt ſuſpicion ; he never thought but of ſparing 
my delicacy by covering under a ſort of veil-ſome- 
thing that he imagined I could not be ignorant of; 
and 1n the principles wherein he was hardened, this 
proceeded from a reſpect he had for me, much rather 
than for himſelf. H 
heart making me attribute this diſcovery to my own 
penetration, I found my blood ſtirred enough to make 
me forget the promiſe I had even renewed not to in- 
terrupt him; my firſt expreſſions had as little cau- 
tion and management in them as they well could have 

In 


However, the ſimplicity of my 
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in an impulſe of ſurpriſe mingled with anger and 
grief, But when he had underſtood by the terms 
debauchery and fornication, which had dropped from 
me, upon what point my warmth and reproaches 
fell—I had ftrong expectations, ſaid he ſmiling, that 
this converſation would have paſſed without a ſtorm; 
but you ought to be cured, at leaſt as I am, of thoſe 
tranſports of morality, However it be, added he 
immediately, in a more ſerious tone, I will leave 
you this moment, and renounce ſpeaking to or hear- 
ing you, if you do not give me liberty of proceed- 
ing to a concluſion without interrupting me. Impe— 
rious brother! Haughty and indocible heart! (I 
could not forbear anſwering him with the moſt bitter 
paſſion) continue then a diſcourſe which offends and 
outrages me, and which diſcovers only too much the 
riot and debauchery you are in. 


He replied, ſhaking his head with a ſneer—T agree 


that the engagement and ties, of which I tell you, 


will not appear of equal force to all the world ; and it 
18 not to perſuade you the mere to forward them, that 


I have laboured to make you comprehend them. My | 


intentions only were, that as you have offered to ſerve 


me, you ſhould not be ignorant of any of my diſpoſi- 


tions. Two engagements, much more ſtrong, have 
bound me td Donna Figuerrez ; one of which pro- 
ceeds from my promiſes: For if my friendſhip for 
her was free in its original, can I think it changed 
from its nature, ſince the ſatisfaction we have mu- 
tually found in it has made ys take a thouſand oaths 


never to diſſolve it? What difference do you put 


between a life of this ſort and that of marriage ? 
For what reaſon will you not find it as indiſſoluble 
as that, if the eſſence of the other conſiſts of itſelf 
in the conſent only of the will? Why does it not 
appear as reſpectable to you? Is it not the ſtate of 
nature, which is the firſt and moſt holy of all laws.— 
Forbear, forbear, interrupted I, ſeeing him grow 


wurm upon a ſubje& that he had an intereſt in ſup- 
. porting, and lamenting ſtill more his corruptions than 
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his ſophiſms, He was piqued at the air of com- 
paſſion to which I affected to confine myſelf in theſe 
two words, I do not demand it but as a favour of you, 
ſaid he; and, when you pleaſe, I will defend this 
doctrine againſt all your prepoſſeſſions. But you will 
not diſagree at leaſt, but that my promiſes draw after 
them ſome duty, and impoſe on me ſome obliga- 
tion. 

Then, as if he had thought this reaſon not only 
unanſwerable, but ſufficient to juſtify him againſt the 
king's inſtances and mine, he told me, that what 
remained for him- to inform me of, was one of thoſe 
difficulties of delicacy, of which he did not love to 
boaſt, and which of all others he ſhould have moſt 
trouble to inſiſt on, becauſe it would oblige him to 
mortifying confeſſions of ſelf love. Nevertheleſs, 
added he, as his character had placed him above com- 


mon weakneſſes, and that he did not know how to 


bluſh at what he thought he might accept without 
ſhame, he confeſſed to me, that Donna Figuerrez 
acquired over him ſuch rights, to which he could 
oppoſe nothing without rendering himſelf guilty of 
the greateſt ingratitude. In thinking to augment his 
fortune by gaming, he had ruined it without re- 

3 the expences of which 
had been till then divided between her and him, 
would have been at an end by this misfortune, if 
ſne had not had the generoſity to turn over to him 
the management and diſpoſition of all her eſtate. 
He had been under a neceſſity of conſenting to it at 
her inſtances, and ſince that time their ſociety was 
not ſupported but at the expence of this generous la- 
dy. With what front could he propoſe to her to 
break off a commerce, in which he knew ſhe had 


placed all her happineſs ? He was not capable of ſuch 
a baſeneſs, though it ſhould gain him the empire of 


the world? and if I would give an account of his 
motives to the wage he was perſuaded they would 
be approved of by his majeſty, and all men of hongur; 


I made no haſte in my anſwer, that I might oe 
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him at liberty to give all the force he deſired to 
his apology. I could ſo eaſily have deſtroyed it, 
(and I was ſo fully ſatisfied, that after he had decla- 
red to me his reaſons as invincible obſtacles, they 
were feduced to very frivolous arguments) that I be- 
gan to think myſelf certain of my victory. I laid 
no ſtreſs on his firſt article, with which I was even 
aſtoniſhed, that he could have buſied himſelf one mo- 
ment, 1 contented myſelf with remarking to- him 
mildly, that he ought to reproach himſelf with a 
kind of life, which had been capable of enervatin 
him even ſo far as to make him reckon ſuch childiſh 
reaſons for ſomething. I avoided with the ſame 
care employing any expreſſions too harſh to attack 
a commerce, which I ſaw manifeſtly condemned by 
all my principles. But by whatever exceptions and 
lenitives he thought to excuſe it, I obliged him 
to agree, that it was contrary to all the com- 
mon laws of religion, to which he made a profeſ- 


fion of being attached; and leading him much fur-, 


ther than he had foreſeen by his making this con- 
feſſion, I forced him to conclude with me in 
ſpite of his teeth, that all the promiſes, by which 
he had undertaken to ſupport it, were ſo many il- 
luſions, which could not be ſeriouſly alledged. In 
relation to the gratitude, by which he thought him- 
ſelf indebted to Donna Figuerrez, I did not pretend 
to oppoſe it, and I puſhed my indulgence ſo far as 
to acknowledge that he ought not to ſeek to excuſe 
himſelf from it. But had he not a more honourable 
method, and a way more worthy of him, than that 
of increaſing this debt from day to day, and laying 
himſelf under the neceſſity of enjoying perpetually 
the ſame favours ? Conſerve, ſaid I, all the eſteem 
you owe to the affections and ſentiments of your 
Spaniſh lady. Ennoble your own, by endeavouring 
to render them independent of her's. Will not the 
fortunate time in future, which is deſtined te you, 
open a thoufand means to preſerve you from in- 
gratitude? and cannot you this day do it by 
| | promiling 
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not to oppoſe herſelf to the great hopes, for which 
he thought himſelf indebted to my pains, by conſi- 
derations unworthy of them. Such an open decla- 
ration, and the knowledge Donna Figuerrez had of 
his character, had with her the force of a deciſive 
refuſal. But not being able to relinquiſh an engages 
ment, which, was become in a manner neceſſary to her, 
ſhe had equally improved the rights of her affectien, 
and the power ſhe had of injuring me, to draw from 
*him two promiſes, to which he had conſented with ſo 
much-the more eaſe, as they were agreeable enough 
to his own inclinations : The one, that he would not 
finiſk his marriage, without being aſcertained of the 
king's views to his fortune, and without having 
received indubitable pledges of it from the mouth 
of that prince ; the other, that in giving up this ſtep 
to ambition, he ſhould not only grant nothing to 
love, but ſhould accuſtom nota Angleſey to 
content herſelf to bear his name, and to ſuffer him, 
without murmuring, to continue to live in the ordinary 
exerciſes of their ſociety. It wasafter this unaccount- 
able engagement that Tenermill had appeared fo de- 
termined on his marriage, and that he had made no 
difficulty of aſſuriug me that Donna Figuerrez would 
give no oppoſition to it. 

Thus, by conducting mademoifelie Angleſey with fo 
free an air to the caltle, his firſt deſign was to learn 
from the king upon what fortune he might depend, 
and to regulate his offers and engagements upon the 
ſurety he ſhould diſcover in that particular, The 
king's goodneſs did not leave him in a ſtate of un- 


certainty long. He had ſcarce kiſſed his hand, and 


made ſome excuſes for his long abſence, and the 
uſeleſneſs he had lived in for the king's ſervice, 
when his majeſty raiſing him up with the moſt affec- 
tionate air, propoſed the views he had formed for 
him. You ſhall repair, ſaid he, the floth with which 
you reproach yourſelf; and { am not ſorry that, 
joined to your natural qualities, you have a motive 
af this nature to animate you in my ſervice. I have 
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appointed for 7 two employments, which will cal} 
for no leſs than the full extent of your wit and cou- 
rage. One 1s, intendant gencral of all the enterpriſes 
tending to re-eſtabliſh my affairs, and particularly 
of all the military aids that L expect from catholic 
princes. The other, which is nearer at hand, and 
which is only the firft exercife of the other, relates 
fingly to Ireland. The title is of little importance, 
and the neceſſity of avoiding a noife will hinder me 
perhaps from creating ſuch an officer. But it could 
not contain any thing too grand to anſwer my views. 
I give you full power over a thouſand things, the 
explanation of which I reſerve to myfelf. This is, 
added the king, to ſhew you a confidence that I ſhould 
not have for you, if I had known any body merit it 
better... 

Such diſtinguiſhed favours, offered with ſo much 
nobleneſs and bounty, would have made Tenermill 
throw himſelf into the midſt of flames; His gra- 
titude and zeal ſhone out in a thouſand atone 
full of ardour. The king having interrupted him 
to ſpeak of his marriage, K ſubmitted to his whole 
pleaſure without exception. He ſeemed nevertheleſs 
a little ſurpriſed, when npon his conſent alone he 
heard the order given me to repair to the chapel, to 
conclude the ceremony there. But he was imme- 
diately relieved by the king's promiſe of carrying his 
fubmiſſions to account, and looking on them as a new 
engagement to heap more favours on him, 


Never had my hand exercifed the eccleſiaſtical 


functions with more ſatis faction to my heart. Ma- 
demoiſelle Angleſey was a ſharer in my joy. Tener- 
mill carried himſelf through the whole ceremony 
with ſuch an air of gaiety that impoſed on me. 
Thus, added I inwardly, addrefling myſelf to heaven, 
all the felicity that is lawful to defire upon earth is 
ſhowered down together on my proſperous family ! 
finiſh, great God, what 1s yet wanting to its hap- 
pineſs, by heaping on it a full meaſure of thy blef- 
ings. We returned to the king's apartment, on 
. | * 


RF * 


call 
cou- 
riſes 
arly 
1olic 
and 
lates 
nee, 
r me 
ould 
ews. 
the 
8 is, 
ould 
lit it 


nuch 
rmill 


Fon, 
ons 
him 
hole 
cleſs 
e he 
I, to 
nme; 
g his 


new 


2 „ ——— Ä?p— "I —— —-— 
. 


The Dean of CoLERAINE. 273 
did the bride and bridegroom the honour of kiſſing 


them; and ſigned the inſtrument of their marriage. 
As he had not yet fixed the appointment of my 
brother's two employments, or rather as he had re- 
ſerved to himſelf to inform him upon what particu- 
lars he would aſſign them, he made him a preſent of: 


twenty thouſand crowns, as an earneſt. penny, ſaid. 
he joking, of a revenue that ought to be much. 


more conſiderable. He gave him five days to pre- 
pare himſelf for his journey to Ireland, with orders. 
only to attend often at. St Germain during that time, 
where he would confer with him upon the projects he 
was reſolved to intruſt to him. 

Who would not have believed, that I was now at 
an end of ſo many agitations, and ſuch great trou- 
bles, which my affection to my family had coſt me, 
and that ſeeing it happily. eſtabliſhed. in its three 


branches, I had nothing remaining but to conſult the 


king's pleaſure, in order peaceably to diſcharge the 
duties of my employment at court, or the functions 
of my miniltry in Ireland ? I had this idea of my 
lot when I arrived at the count de S——'s, where 
we alighted at Paris. Although it had not yet come 


into my thoughts to make the leaſt doubt, whether 


mademoiſelle Angleſey, to whom I ſhall henceforth. 
give the name of ſpouſe to my lord Tenermill, 


ought not to be the ſame day lodged in his houſe,, 


it was nevertheleſs natural, that, having continued at 
the count's lince our arrival from Ireland, the ſhould. 
carry him the news of her marriage, and the thanks 


ſhe owed to his friendſhip. The ſatisfaction he had 


at ſeeing ſo many happy events, ſhewed more than ever- 


how much the happineſs of our family was dear to- 


him. But whilſt he was abandoning himſelf to joy, 
and the counteſs did not deliver herſelf up to it with. 
leſs reſerve, Tencrmiil prayed his new ſpouſe to ſtep: 


alone with him into the apartment ſhe had hitherto - 
uſed. Every hody was- inclined to joke pleaſantly - 


upon his haſte to have her alone,*which it was natural 
to. attribute to the ardours of love. Their abſence 
M 5 continued. 
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continued but a ſhort time. My brother quitted her 
after ſome moments diſcourſe, and returning to us, 
ſaid with a gloomy air, addreſſing himſelf to the 
count, that divers reaſons, which he had juſt diſco- 
vered to his wife, did not permit him to continue with 
her, and eſpecially on the eve of a journey, which 
probably would be of ſome duration; and that having 
already provided for her maintenance with a liberality 
which ſhe could not complain of, he prayed us to pre- 
ſerve fox. her thoſe inclinations we had always ſhewed 
her. The ſurpriſe theſe words gave, filencing us, or 
at leaſt putting us in a condition to throw off the an- 
ſwering it upon one another, Tenermill took his leave 
handſomely, ſtepped into his coach, and drove off 
immediately. 

Our firſt ſurpriſe induced us to go immediately into 
his wife's apartment, whom we found diſſolved in 
tears, and ready to ſwoon away for grief and fear. 
She did not wait being preſſed to. inform us of the 
cauſe of her amazement. He has treated me, ſaid 
ſhe, redoubling her tears, with a contempt that has 
Pierced my heart. If he has not loaded me with out- 
rages, he has clearly given me to underſtand that he 


has forbore them out of moderation only. In fine, he 


has declared, that thinking he had done enough in 
giving me the name of bis wife, he had no thoughts 
either of ſeeing me or living with me. Ah ! continued 
ſhe, Il know to whom I ought to aſcribe his hatred. 
I am betrayed, I am undone ; death would be much 
Jeſs cruel to me than the ſorrowfu} condition into 
which I have volnntarily caſt myſelf. You could 
not but know it. added ſhe, turning her eyes on me, 
Why did not you give me notice of it? Why have you 
made me the muſt unfortunate of all women ? 

I interrupted her, to conſole her with better hopes, 
Thongh the haſty retreat of my brother had left me 


much embarraſſed, yet I fancied he might be excuſed 


by the nearneſs of his departure for Ireland, which 
did not allow him much time to ſettle a young wife 
in his houſe, whom he ſhould be obliged to leave 
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The care he had taken of 


providing for her maintenance, and the explanation 


alone during his abſence. 


moreover I aſked of herſelf, ſupported me yet in an 
opinion ſo favourable. My lady informed me, that 
he had allotted her, for the firſt year, the thirds of the 
ſum the king 


her a ſettled revenue upon his appointments. I took. 
occaſion to conſole her even from this generoſity, by 
making her look with a better eye on her lot; and 
promiſed her to ſpare no pains to dive into the inten- 
tions of her huſband, 


The count de S—— judged leſs advantageouſly of 
this matter than I did. He knew by a thouſand ex-- 


periences how difficult ſome certain kinds of engage- 
ments are to. be brokea through, and he moreover 
repeated to me a part of what I heard Tenermill 
ſay : This was, to diſcover ſufficiently that he had no 
thoughts of ſeparating himſelf from Donna Figuerrez, 
and to give one room to judge, that it would be a leſs 
obſtacle to his attachment to her, than a reaſon to 
tie the knot cloſer. You ſee; ſaid the count, that 
having entered into marriage without love, he will 
take no more of it than he ſees ſuitable to his own. 
repoſe, and that all he has done for his wife aims 
only, as ſhe fears, at making her miſerable by the 
vexation ſhe will perpetually have of ſeeing her rival 
preferred to her. Theſe predictions, which from the 
mouth of a man ſo ſenſible as the count had the power 
to frighten me, did not nevertheleſs hinder me from 
executing the promiſe I had made my lady. I ſaw 
Tenermill before he returned to Saiſons; but I had the 
vexation to hear from his own mouth, with much 
haughtineſs, every thing he had told his wife, without 
being able by my intreaties or reproaches to bend him. 

Although he was not frank enough to declare what 
conduct he intended to hold with Donna Figuerrez, 
and that he had even affected not to make me any- 
anſwer to fome words I ventured to ſay againſt this 
union, yet the evil ſeemed (to me) ſo urgent, that the 

| | only 


had juſt granted him, in the interim, 
faid he, till his affairs were enough regulated to aſſign, 


9 nnn 


— — — 


— 


276 The Dean of CoLErINE. 


only remedy I thought of applying was, to ſee Donna 
Figuerrez herſelf, and to ſcare her by my menaces, if 
I could not gain her over by my exhortations. - Te- 
nermill not having diſowned that he would. return im- 
mediately to Saiſons, this was not the time proper to 


pitch upon for my enterpriſe. Vet not doubting but 


he would begin sgain more regularly than ever to make 
his court to the king, it was eaſy to lay hold of the 
time of his abſence. I moreover took meaſures that 
could not deceive me; and far from imparting my 
deſign to his wife, I drew from a thouſand conſi- 
derations intirely different, thoſe hopes with which J 
continued to ſooth her. I did not in the leaſt miſtruſt 
that ſhe would on her fide form the ſame project, and 
that, having reaſoned as I did, ſhe would take the 
ſame day for executing it. Motives, ſuch as ſhe had, 
not ſuffering her to neglect any thing, ſhe was accom- 
pamied by an Iriſh gentleman, called Viterbb, with 
whom fhe had made ſome acquaintance at Paris, as 


being near allied to her family. Without any other | 


aſſiſtance than than of Viterbb, and a chamber- maid, 


ſhe propoſed to confront all dangers, and at leaſt to 


treat Donna Figuerrez with all the haughtineſs that a 
wife could draw from the moſt, lawful rights of ho- 
nour and religion. I know not what would have 
been the conſequences. of an enterprize ſo ill con- 
certed, eſpecially on a day that Tenermill had left 
with Donna Figuerrez three of his belt friends, But 
it happened, that having arrived in my chaiſe the ſame 
moment with Viterbb's coach, I immediately knew 
my ſiſter- in-law, and learned her deſign, which ſhe 
could no longer conceal. I found her ſcheme leſs 
blameable in itſelf chan dangerous to her ovn de- 
fires ; and repreſenting to her a thouſand reaſons for 
my fearing, that fo bold a ſtep would eſtrange the 
mind and heart-of her huſband more than ever from 
her, I propoſed another method to reclaim him to 
her, which the preſent circumſtances inſpired me with, 
and which the power of love made her reliſh not- 
withſtanding her reſolution, Inſtcad of —_ 
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and perhaps outrages, with which ſhe was reſolved to 
load her rival, I adviſed her to aſſume power enough 
over herſelf to attack her by the ſweeter methods of 
flattery and friendſhip. The heart of my brother, 
ſaid I, and that of Donna Figuerrez herſelf, are not 
the hearts of tygers. Modeſty and gentleneſs make 
an impreſſion on the moſt inſenſible. Try at leaſt this 
way, which muſt be leſs painful to a reaſonable and 
virtuous woman than that of violence. I will lead 
the way, added I, to the courſe you are to take, by 


a converſation of ſome moments, which I am going 


to have with Donna Figuerrez, whilſt you may con- 
ſider on what you are to ſay to her. Without pre- 
poſſeſſing her with your viſit, I will prepare her 


mind in your favour by a panegyric on your cha- 
rater. In fine, it is from her I expect your happineſs ;, 


and notwithſtanding my views in coming here, I 
know no better way than what I have propoſed. 
Nothing has convinced me ſo much, that the heart 
of a woman is capable of all ſorts of impreſſions, 
and that their faults and virtues depend almoſt always 
on the manner in which one has the art of repreſent- 
ing objeQs to them, as the facility with which my 
ſiſter-in-law ſubmitted to my advice. One may draw 
from it, if one pleaſes, another conſequence ia favour 


of her natural humour. The forgetfulneſs of her- 


ſelf, which before her marriage hed made her fall into 
a mortifying ſlip, did not hinder her from joining to a 
great deal of wit and io her education thoſe principles 
of virtue and modeſty, to which I cannot help think- 
ing but ſhe muſt have returned again. A violent paſ- 
ſion ſometimes gives place to reaſon, which after 
having been ſacrificed to that affection, becomes more 
ftrong than it. But in the heat of reſentment, which 
brought her to Saiſons, I did not flatter myſelf with a 
falſe glory in aſcribing the moderation, which ſhe 
returned to in a moment, to the power or probability 
of my advice. Having once got the poſſeſſion of this 
idea, ſhe extended it by her refleions, and what ſhe 
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added to it became ſtill a more powerful help to the 
furtherance of her deſires. 

_ I prayed her to continue in her coach at ſome 
diſtance from our houſe ; and agreeing upon a certain 
ſign to my valet, that he ſhould give her notice the 
moment it would be proper for them to appear, I 
made no delay in paying my viſit to Donna Figuerrez. 


I requeſted to ſee her alone, and ſhe kept me a long 


time waiting; which ſlowneſs I aſcribed to her em- 
barraſment, Nevertheleſs, full of the notions with 
which I had juſt inſpired my ſiſter-in-law, my defign 
was to relieve her with my civilities; and I executed 
it ſo happily, that the air of tranquillity, with which 
I accoſted her, having helped to diſſipate her ſuſpicions, 
ſhe recovered all at once from a flight emotion, that 
ſeized her at the fight of me, and received my firſt 
compliments with the moſt open air. I did not go 
about the buſh to let her know the occaſion of my 
viſit. Continuing to obſerve the ſame moderation 
and civility in my words, I proceeded to mention 


her familiarity with my brother, as a friendſhip. 


which alarmed all my family, and, upon the whole, 
cauſed mortal inquietudes to my fifter-in-law. She 
interrupted me; and, foreſeeing to what point this 
diſcourſe was going to lead me, ſhe uſed all the ad- 


dreſs in her power to avoid ſuch offenſive declarations.. 


_ T thought of nothing leſs than to offend her; but I 

imagined ſhe had given me ſome advantage over her, 
in letting me ſee this delicacy ; or rather, I muſt con- 

feſs, that having given her a hint of the idea I had 
formed of her Fom ſo many accounts, which gave 
me no very favourable judgment of her virtue, I was 
very far from expecting ſhe could ſo ſenſibly feel the 

confuſion ariſing from her irregularities ; and charmed 

to ſce in her at leaſt theſe appearances of reſerved- 

neſs, I did not deſpair of — them turn to the 

advantage of my project. So 1 did not inſiſt one 

- moment on my reproaches. On the contrary, givin 

a quite different turn to my diſcourſe, I attributed 


to detraction thoſe reports, which were as injurious 
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to her as vexatious to my lady Tenermill. Then 


taking occaſion from the name of my ſiſter· in- law to. 


ſpeak of her perſon in terms of praiſe and panegyrick, 
I repreſented her as one of the women of the world 


who the leaſt merited the indifference of her huſband.. 


The opinion Donna Figuerrez had of my charaQter 
helped her without doubt to find a greater probability 
in the repreſentation I had given of her. How could 
ſhe fancy, that a man, whole ſteadineſs ſhe had expe- 
rienced many times, and whom Tenermill had without 
doubt never painted in the ſofteſt colours, ſhould lay 
ſuch a conſtraint upon himſelf as to impriſon within 
his own mind the impulſes of his zeal, if he had 
been well informed of the nature of the habitual 
commerce of her ſociety ? ſhe drew ſo great a con- 
fidence from ,this relation, that looking perhaps on 
my error as à favourable incident to all her deſires, 
ſhe gave herſelf the pleaſure of confirming me in it, 
by a deſcription of the amuſements which employed 
her in that ſolitude. The picture ſhewed nothing but 
innocence, and when ſhe blended in it Tenermill and his 
friends, ſhe laboured to repreſent to me all their plea- 


ſures in a light moſt capable of flattering judgment 


and reaſon, as if they were the only particulars of 
which the ſociety had any reliſh. She could not 
avoid ſpeaking of my lady; but far from contradict- 
ing the praiſes I had given of her merit, ſhe added to 
them mauy- ſtrokes, which ſhe related, as ſhe ſaid, 
with pleaſure, and ſhe made no difficulty of aſſuring 
me, that ſhe burned with the defire of knowing her. 

I had given orders to my valet to poſt himſelf in 
ſome place from whence he could ſce me. Upon 
giving him the ſignal agreed on, he ran in haſte to 


give notice to my ſiſter-in-law. I could have wiſhed 


the had been already preſent, at the inſtant wherein her 
rival was ſo luckily engaged in my views. I applied 
all my pains to keep up the converſation on the ſame 
ſubject, and I continued to draw from her neu ex- 
preſſions of eſteem and affection for the wife of her 


lover, when a ſcrvant came to give her notice of 


the 
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the arrival of my lady Tenermill, who aſked to ſee her. 
Her bluſhes-and embarraſment made me immediately 
_ reſume the diſcourſe, by ſhewing the joy I felt at ſuch: 
an agreeable meeting. My lady, ſaid I, would be 
extremely pleaſed at your expreſſions, if ſhe had heard 
them. Perhaps ſhe does not expect to find here a 
friend already ſo openly profeſſed, at a time that 
without doubt ſhe comes to requeſt your eſteem and 
friendſhip ; but I am reſolved, added I, that as ſoon 
as ſhe comes into this parlour ſhe ſhall know from me 
all at once from whom ſhe may expect them. Donna 
Figuerrez, being put more to a nonplus, than-I could 
have thought poſſible for a woman of her birth, 
who to a good deal of wit had joined a ſubtlety and 
refinement drawn from a converſation with the 
world and coquetry, remained ſome moments with- 
out finding any words to anſwer me. 0 

In the mean time my lady came forward, led 
by Viterbb; and as far off as they could ſee me, I ob- 
ſerved both of them ſeeking in my eyes what they 
had to judge from my firlt cares. 1 aſſumed a ſmi- 
ling countenance, and advancing to my ſiſter- in- law, 
J faid thus to her, loud enough to be heard by Donna 
Figuerrez ; Whatever motive, madam, brings you, 
you are here better known, and better beloved, 
than you can imagine. I am charmed with every 


thing J have juſt heard; and if you can be ſenſible of 


eſteem and friendſhip, you owe gratitude and ac- 
knowlegments for the ſentiments they profeſs to 
you here. My fifter-in-law, who had ſufficient time 
'to ſtudy her part, immediately embraced her rival, 
and fequeſted her friendſhip. in ſo ealy a manner, 


that nothing could excuſe Donna Figuerrez from pro- 


- miſing it in the ſame way. Their converſation alſo 
engaged them in the moſt affectionate expreſſions. 
It was in the midſt of this ardour, that my lady 
Tenermill ſeeming to turn her reflections upon her 
happineſs, aſked Viterbb with admiration, whether 
he would not confeſs that public fame is ſubject to 
much impoſture, and if he had expected, after what 
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—_ had told him, that ſhe ſhould fo eaſily make a 


riend of Donna Fignerrez ? Viterbb had naturally a a 


voice as rough, as his perſon was tall and bully- 
like. Pretending to ſoften his voice, and to accom- 
pany it with a gracious ſmile, he confeſſed that he 
could not eafily return from his aſtoniſhment. What 
J ſee, ſaid he, ſhall be a leſſon to me all my life to 
teach me to miſtruſt reports and ſcandal ; and when I 
propoſed to you, continued he, addreſſing himſelf to 
my lifter-in-law, to come and inform yourſeif by 
your own eyes of the character of madame, I did 
not tell you either all the injury her enemies had 
done her, or the great impreſſion their malice had 
made on me. I was afraid of cauſing you too much 
vexation by telling them, and giving you too much 


fear for my projet. For if you will pardon this 


freedom, added he, giving his air and his voice 'all 
their natural harſhneſs, had been ſo offended to 
hear that madame lived in a ſcandalous commerce 
with your huſband, of which you were the victim. 
that I came here with a deſign of grievouſly inſultin 
her, and cutting my lord, Fenermill's throat, if f 
had ſeen him diſpoſed to take her part - Pardon, 
madame, added he, turning himſelf with an affected 
politeneſs to Donna Figuerrez, pardon ſuch coarſe 
expreſſions in the mouth of an Iriſhman, whoſe hu- 
mour has always heen a little boiſterous. I thiak it 
is ſufficient to ſee and to hear you, to take up a quite 
different opinion of you. | 

A compliment of this nature, which would have 
frightned myſelf, if I had thought I had not penetrated 
into the intention of Viterbb, finiſhed the diſconcertin 
Donna Figuerrez. Whether ſhe imagined that they 
were ignorant of her familiarity with my brother, 
and that confuſion produced in her the effect of re- 
pentance, or whether having in her leſs blackneſs and 
enormity, than levity and inclination to pleaſure, 
fhe could ſee nothing happy for her in the conſequen- 
ces of an intrigue ſo openly oppoſed. In recovering 


from her perplexity, ſhe contented herſelf with making 


bitter 
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bitter complaints of the injuſtice the public did her 
ſentiments. You, ſee, replied Viterbb coldly, that all 
this is founded upon the familiarity in which perhaps 
you live with my lord; and if you can think me ca- 
pable of giving good advice, you will cut off this 
—. for caſumny. The embarraſment of Donna 
iguerrez would have begun again, if my ſiſter- in- law, 
contented enough to ſee her trembling and mortified, 
had not affected to redouble her careſſes, to take away 
from her all ſuſpicions ſhe might apprehend of any, 
intelligence betweea us. I was uncertain where this 
ſcene would end, and I was meditating on ſome means 
to aſſure it of ſucceſs, when word was brought us 
that my lord Tenermill was come from St Germain, 
Douna Figuerrez ſeemed to fetch her breath again, 
whilſt fear was viſibly painted on the countenance of 
my ſiſter - in- law. As to myſelf, the ſurprize of an 
incident ſo little expected, put me in ſuſpenſe what 
part I had to at But Tenermil] had already got 
into the apartment, and the informations he had re- 
ceived from his porter, making him haſten his ſteps, his 
walk ſeemed to declare as much fury as impatience, 
How preat was his altoniſhment to ſee his wife ſit - 
ting cloſe to Donna Figuerrez, and me opp«f1te to 
them. I endeavoured to ſupport the appearance of 
gaiety, which I had affected during our whole con- 
verſation. We got up when we ſaw him appear; but 
bis ſurpriſe had detained him ſome moments, at the 
entrance of the chamber we were in. I apprehended 
that this inſtant was deciſive. I encouraged my ſiſter- 
in-law with my looks, and quickening myſelf up to 
aſſurance, I advanced ſome paccs to meet him. — There 
have happened, ſaid d, great alterations in your ab- 
ſence. Heaven has diſpoſed your domettic affairs 
with ſo much care, that it has eſtabliſhed your for- 
tune at court. Donna Figuerrez apprehends, that ſhe 
is obliged to return to Spain : She could not tell us 
the news without grief, continued I, caſting on him 
a ſtolen and ſmiling look, to let him know, that I 
thought myſelf in a good underſtanding with her, = 
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promiſing her an eternal friendſhip? This manner 
of anſwering him produced one part of the effect I 
hoped for from it. Though he endeavoured to en- 
trench himſelf under natural right, which he looked 
upon, he ſaid, as the rule of a man of honour, and 
that he thought himſelf well defended by this pretext 
againſt the ſtrongeſt of my objections, he nevertheleſs 
entreated me to ſuſpend for a few days the anſwer I 
intended to give the king, and to aſſure his majeſty 
how feelingly he had received the firſt news of his 
goodneſs. I could not doubt, but that the time he 
| a" to take for deliberation would increaſe the 


Impreſſion, from whence he could not defend himſelf, 
- upon underſtanding the favours the king had intended 


for him. By ſuppoſing his love for Donna Figuerrez, 
I might perhaps have been apprehenſive, that it would 
too ſtrongly have combated his ambition: But con- 
fiderations ſo weak as thoſe he had offered, could not 
inſpire me with the ſame fears. | 
It was a more unſeaſonable time than ever for me 
to ſtay at Saiſons. I-ſhould not have been willing to 
expoſe myſelf to the ſight of Donna Figuerrez, nor 
to delay mademgiſelle Angleſey the pleaſure of hear- 
ing, that I began to flatter myſelf with ſolid hopes. 


In giving her an account of this happy news, I could 


not conceal from whence the obſtacles proceeded. 
She was ignorant of my brother's engagements, and 


not aſcribing the coldneſs he ſhewed for her to any 


thing but her unhappineſs of being without wealth, 
ſhe had hitherto accuſed him leſs than ſhe did fortune. 


T had admired the moderation of her complaints, and 


had a difficulty to conceive, that having loved enough 
to be capable of ſo much weakneſs, ſhe yet waited for 
her fate with a tranquillity that did not diſcover a 
violent paſſion. But I had ſcarce informed her that 
ſhe had a rival, than aſſuming another countenance, 
and with eyes ſparkling with fire, which I never 
before obſerved in her, ſhe let a thouſand odious 
names eſcape her, of which I eafily comprehended 
that ſhe made the application to my brother; and 
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bitter complaints of the injuſtice the public did her 
ſentiments. You, ſee, replied Viterbb coldly, that all 
this is founded upon the familiarity in which perhaps 
you live with my lord; and if you can think me ca- 
pable of giving good advice, you will cut off this 
m_ for calumny. The embarraſment of Donna 
iguerrez would have begun again, if my ſiſter- in · law, 
contented enough to ſee her trembling and mortified, 
had not affected to redouble her careſſes, to take away 
from her all ſuſpicions ſhe might apprehend of any, 
intelligence betweea us. I was uncertain where thus 
ſcene would end, and I was meditating on ſome means 
to aſſure it of ſucceſs, when word was brought us 
that my lord Tenermill was come from St Germain, 
Donna Figuerrez ſeemed to fetch her breath again, 
whilſt fear was viſibly painted on the countenance of 
my ſiſter- in- law. As to myſelf, the ſurprize of an 
incident ſo little expected, put me in ſuſpenſe what 
part I had to act But Tenermill had already got 
into the apartment, and the informations he had re- 
ceived from his porter, making him haſten his ſteps, his 
walk ſeemed to declare as much fury as impatience, 
How great was his altoniſhment to ſee his wife ſit- 
ting clole to Donna Figuerrez, and me oppoſite to 
them. I endeavoured to ſupport the appearance of 
'gaiety, which I had affected during our whole con- 
verſation. We got up when we ſaw him appear; but 
bis ſurpriſe had detained him ſome moments, at the 
entrance of the chamber we were in. I apprehended 
that this inſtant was deciſive. I encouraged my ſiſter- 
in-law with my looks, and quickeniag myſelf up to 
aſſurance, I advanced ſome paces to meet him. — There 
have happened, ſaid el, great alterations in your ab- 
ſence. Heaven has diſpaſed your domeſtic affairs 
with ſo much care, that it has eſtabliſhed your for- 
tune at court. Donna Figuerrez apprehends, that ſhe 
is obliged to return to Spain : She could not tell us 
the news without grief, continued I, caſting on him 
a ſtolen and ſmiling look, to let him know, that I 
thought myſelf in a good underſtanding with her, — 
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promiſing her an eternal friendſhip? This manner 
of anſwering him produced one part of the effect I 
hoped for from it. Though he endeavoured to en- 
trench himſelf under natural right, which he looked 
upon, he ſaid, as the rule of a man of honour, and 
that he thought himſelf well defended by this pretext 
againſt the ſtrongeſt of my objections, he nevertheleſs 
entreated me to ſuſpend for a few days the anſwer I 
intended to give the king, and to aſſure his majeſty 
how feelingly he had received the firſt news of his 
goodneſs. I could not doubt, but that the time he 
3 to take for deliberation would increaſe the 


Impreſſion, from whence he could not defend himſelf, 


upon underſtanding the favours the king had intended 
for him. By ſuppoſing his love for Donna Figuerrez, 
I might perhaps have been apprehenſive, that it would 
too {trongly have combated his ambition: But con- 
fiderations ſo weak as thoſe he had offered, could not 
inſpire me with the ſame fears. | 
It was a more unſeaſonable time than ever for me 
to ſtay at Saiſons. I ſhould not have been willing to 
expoſe myſelf to the fight of Donna Figuerrez, nor 
to delay mademgiſelle Angleſey the pleaſure of hear- 
ing, that I began to flatter myſelf with ſolid hopes. 


In giving her an account of this happy news, I could 


not conceal from whence the obſtacles proceeded. 
She was ignorant of my brother's engagements, and 


not aſcribing the coldneſs he ſhewed for her to any 


thing but her unhappineſs of being without wealth, 
ſhe had hitherto accuſed him leſs than ſhe did fortune. 


I had admired the moderation of her complaints, and 


had a difficulty to conceive, that having loved enough 
to be capable of ſo much weakneſs, ſhe yet waited for 
her fate with a tranquillity that did not diſcover a a 
violent paſſion. But I had ſcarce informed her that 
ſhe had a rival, than aſſuming another countenance, 
and with eyes ſparkling with fire, which I never 
before obſerved in her, ſhe let a thouſand odious 
names eſcape her, of which I eafily comprehended 
that ſhe made the application to my brother; and 
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addreſſing herſelf to me, I give you thanks for your ar 
pains, ſaid ſhe, and ſhall never forget what I owe you; ſh 
but the moſt inſtant death, and even the certainty of. pr 
my diſhonour, which I ſhall find more inſupportable ſh, 
than death, ſhall never induce me to marry a man, ga 
who has been capable of abandoning me for another m. 
woman. Though I could not condemn this noble is; 
Pride, I repreſented to her, in order to appeaſe her | 
reſentment, that love had but a ſmall ſhare in the an! 
infidelity of Tenermill ; and that even his repentance my 
was not at a great diſtance, ſince I thought myſelf | 7, 
on the point of breaking all the engagements that had 
ſeemed to ftand in the way of his duty. Theſe two aſſu 
conſiderations, which ſhe made me explain to her I h 
with all their circumſtances, had the power ef calm- any 
ing her paſſion; but I fil] continued fully convinced, the 
that without an abſolute ſacrifice, Tenermill would reſp 
have a difficulty to ſatisfy her. & | ha 

I did not make two hours ſtay at Paris; never- frig 
theleſs, upon my arrival at St Germain, 1 found a LR of 
lacquey of Donna Figuerrez, waiting for me at Mr . not 
de Sercine's, who having left Saiſons a quarter of * 
an hour after me, confeſſed, that he had made an an 
extraordinary hafte, to overtake me before I could entre 
wait on the king, He had received this order from . feu 
his miſtreſs, - whom he put a letter into my pard 
hands, which he preſſed me to read immediately. maje 
It centained but four lines. Before I gave myſelf 7 
up to my zeal with ſo much confidence, ſne exhorted parte 
me to remember the death of the three Spaniards, Rade 


and of the power ſhe had to deſtroy me, and all thoſe The 
who had a ſhare in that tragical event. | | 
Such an unexpected menace froze my blood: I had enter 


thought that unhappy adventure was for ever buried; feared 
and fo it was as to the public, and the Jaw itſelf, thoſe 
which was tired of making inquiries and ſearches of th 


after it to no purpoſe. But Donna Figuerrez had not | very 
forgot the menaces of Patrick. At the firſt news of haves 
ſuch a fatal accident, ſhe had the curioſity of inter- ; OM 


ropating the guard who attended the three Spaniards y you t! 
- an 
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and although the caution and diſcretion ſhe thought 
ſhe owed to the brothers of- my lord Tenermill, had 
prevented her from making a noiſe of her ſuſpicions, 
ſhe could not miſtake us, by the deſcription the guard 
gave of us. What a frightful obſtacle was this to 
my enterpriſe! Could I be ignorant how far jealouſy 
1s capable of carrying its furies ? 

Preſſed by the courier, who waited only for my 
anſwer to return the way he came, I choſe to make 
my letter as ſhort and looſe as that I had received. 
I writ to Donna Figuerrez, that without fancying L 
had entered into the full meaning of her's, I could 
aſſure her of two things equally certain; one, that 
I had nothing to reproach myſelf with, in having had 
any ſhare in the deaths of the three Spaniards ; and 
the other, that J was not capable of failing in my 
reſpect and Giſcretion for her. This did not hinder 


me from making my court to the king; but in the 
fright I was yet under, I took great care of pro- 


voking her to make her advances too briſkly, and 
notwithſtanding all the murmurs of my zeal, I thought 
I owed this ſacrifice to prudence. Having given him 


an account of my brother's ſentiments, I humbly 


entreated him to ſuſpend his bofinty to him for a 
few days, and for divers indiſpenfible reaſons to 
pardon him the delay of throwing himſelf at his 
majeſty's feet, This excellent prince ſaw nothing 
in this excuſe capable. of offending him. He im- 
parted to me ſome letters from Patrick, which at that 
time drew his principal. intentions towards Ireland, 
The firſt operations of the campaign had not an- 


| ſwered his hopes, and from the expectations of many 


enterpriſes, which had been prepared in the winter, he 
feared that ſuch an unfortunate preſage would cool 
thuſe whom he had commiſſioned for the execution 
of them. Nevertheleſs, he took occaſion from his 
very embarraſment to talk to me of Tenermill, I 
have need, ſaid he, of a reſolute and intelligent man. 
Your brother is the character of him I want, If 


you think him diſpoſed to ſerve me, added he, lay 
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'before him this new motive, how far he may reckon 
upon my favours. He did not finiſh what he had 
to diſcover to me; but I had no need of any further 
explanation, nor of any more preſling orders to enter 
into views ſo glorious for my brother. I deter- 
mined to go back immediately, with this difference 
only, that inſtead of going to Saiſons, my delire of 
avoiding a meeting with Donna Figuerrez made me 
chuſe to diſpatch to him my valet, to propoſe his 
meeting me in Pais ; 

I went to wait for him at his own houſe ; and the 
haſte he made in coming there made me judge, that 
his impatience was equal to mine. He embraced me 
with the moſt free air, and anticipating the intereſt- 
ing news I brought him by a declaration which was 
no leſs ſo, he aſſured me, that he was reſolved to 
marry mademoiſelle Angleſey, to begin by this mark 
of ſubmiſſion to merit the king's goodneſs, The joy 
I felt from it was ſo great as to make me forget 
what I had burned to tell him; and filling myſelf only 
with hopes and fears, which this proteſtation raiſed in 
me all at once, I aſked him with ſome embarraſment, 
if he had no more obſtacles to fear from Donna Fi- 
guerrez. Have no fear, added he, and you need not 
doubt but I am aſſured of her conſent. I embraced 
him, in my turn, with tranſports that I could not 
moderate; and not in the leaſt imagining that he 
had any other meaning to give his words than what 
anſwered my deſires, nor any other notion to take 
off his reſolution, chan that of an heroic ſacrifice, 
which he made to religion and his fortune, I uſed 
the moſt lively expreſſions to demonſtrate to him as 
much eftcem as zeal and friendſhip. 


The explication I afterwards gave him of the king's 


intentions not ſerving for any other purpoſe than to 
redouble his ardour, he propoſed to me himſelf to 
carry the account of his conſent to mademoiſelle An- 
gleſey, and engage her to meet him next day at court, 
to obtain together the king's approbation. Such 
formal offers did not ſuffer me to doubt any longer his 

| ſincerity. 
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fincerity. I was not willing to give time for this 
heat to grow cool, and promiſing him to be the next 
morning at the king's levee with mademoiſelle An- 
gleſey, I exhorted him to ſupport with glory ſuch . 
noble reſolutions. A little more reflection upon cir- 
cumſtances would have made me think it ſtrange, 
that he had not yet ſpoke to me of ſeeing her that 
very day; and I might have aſked him alſo, when 
Donna Figuerrez propoſed to leave Saiſons: But the 
motions of my joy left me only attention for the 
matters that had cauſed me ſuch an agreeable ſur- 
priſe, which however was not equal to what I imparted 
to mademoiſelle Angleſey. 

A diſcovery ſo plain and fo little expected diſſipating 
all her miſtruſts, ſhe thanked heaven for her happi- 
neſs with the moſt moving expreſſions, and the de- 
lay of a ſingle day ſeemed to her a torment. It did 
not enter into her mind, any more than it did into 
mine, that ſhe had meaſures to take yet on the part 
of her rival. We employed ourſelves only on the 
other project, which ſeemed to us to be the maſter- 
work of our.prudence, - and of which the ſucceſs per- 
fetly anſwered our pains: With an impatience to 
ſee Tenermill fixed by the ceremonies of the church, 
we took the reſolution of going that evening to St 
Germain, and of diſpoſing every thing for the cele- 
bratjon of his marriage, as ſoon as he ſhould be 
engaged to it by the ſtep to be taken next morning. 
We prepoſſeſſed the king of our deſires, who had the 
goodnels to enter into all our views, and to promiſe 
us every aſſiſtance that depended upon his authority. 
Tenermill, faithful ro his promiſe, arrived at Mr de 
Sercine's at the hour appointed. He ſhewed a great 
deal of ſatisfaction at ſeeing us there. Without affect- 
ing over-fond careſſes, he treated mademoiſelle An- 
gleſey with a conſideration that contented her enough, 
and cenfirming to her every thing he had ſaid to 
me the evening before, he immediately offered her 
his hand to lead her with us to the caſtle. 
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Let us no longer ſuſpend the explanation of a 
myſtery, in which the reader perhaps begins to find 
too much obſcurity. Tenermill was ſeriouſly reſolved 
to marry mademoiſelle Angleſey; but what marriage, 
and what cruel conditions did he annex to this fſa- 
crifice? He had taken all his reſolutions in concert 
with Donna Figuerrez. This lady, to whom he had 
commanicated the arrival and pretenſions of made- 
moiſelle Angleſey, had not thought at firſt that ſhe had 
much to ſtruggle with to deliver herſelf from ſuch a 
troubleſome counter mine; and far from beginning 
with reproaches and complaints, ſhe had affected to 
ſhew but little alarm. Nevertheleſs, when the king's 
meſſenger, and the hopes his majeſty had ordered to 
be given my brother, had apppearcd to awaken his 
ambition, ſhe had judged the danger more preſſing, 
and, in the interval of this deputation and my viſit, 
had employed all her addreſs to aſſure herſelf of 
the ſtate ſhe held in his heart, and if under the ſup- 
poſition of his reſuming the deſign of marriage, ſhe 
might not flatter herſelf with being preferred to her 
rival. She had found in the natural integrity of 
Tenermill wherewith to ſatisfy readily her doubts. 
He had declared to her, that he was not capable of 
changing his diſpoſitions, and that if he ſhould hap- 
pen to think of marriage, it ſhould be on condi- 
tions too difficult to flatter himſelf with, that in the 
disfavour he ſtood, he ſhould ever obtain them. How- 
ever, the day after theſe conditions had been pro- 
poſed to him by my mouth, and he was as much 
affected by them as I have related, Donna Figuer- 
rez perceived” the matter. To the lively inquictudes 
ſhewed by her he had anſwered in the ſame tone, 
that he would never ſacrifice her to love; but that 
owing ſomething to his fortune” and advancement, 
he would not engage to reſiſt the king's offers long, 
if his majeſty would keep his word with him; and 
knowing from herſelf in what terms ſhe had writ- 
ten to me, he had preſſed her in the name of a friend- 
ſhip as firm and as philoſophical as what united them, 

not 
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reſembled a contempt; but not being leſs haughty, 
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her departure is neceſſary. She will leave you, be- 
ſides your own liberty, that of lodging my lady with 
you. You will have the ſatisfaction, added I, of 
ſeeing two perſons very dear to you, linked in a 
ſtrict friendſhip, the moment they begin to know one 
another. I was going to proceed; and I confeſs, that 
in the confuſion I was, I ſpoke almoſt at random, fol- 
lowing only the impreſſion made on me from the 
method we had taken with Donna Figuerrez. I flat- 


.tered myſelf, that ſtaggered, as ſhe gave me room to 


think her, and out of fear and ſhame, ſhe would fol- 
low the path chalked out for her, to diſengage herſelf 
decently from a place, where from henceforth ſhe 
could not hope for more ſecurity than honour. From 
this thought, I did not even fear to fortify the 
motive, which I took for granted he had to part, by 
throwing out ſome ambiguous words that might give 
Tenermill room to underitand, ſhe had wiſhed for the 
occaſion of it; and that it was leſs her own inclination, 
than a forced complaifance, that detained her at Sai- 
ſons, after. the marriage of my lady. My diſcourſe, 
though little conſidered, produced a greater effect 
than I durſt have hoped from it. Tenermill, taking 
all my expreſſions ia the ſenſe they were ſpoken, and 
not being able to conceive, that I had lent ro Donna 
Figuerrez ſuch ſentiments as were not indeed her own, 
er that ſhe could have difavowed, was piqued 
ſo much at thoſe that I had attributed to her, that he 


pretended to receive them with a good deal of in- 


differenee. * His pride aſſiſted us ſo much the better, 
that proceeding fo far as not to caſt on her a fingle 
look, from a fear of giving her room to diſcover his 
vexation, he, on the contrary, thought of nothin 


but how to diſguiſe the chagrin that devoured him. 


Having ſat down, he teſtified by ſome cold expreſ- 
ſions, and the moſt diſengaged air he could affect, that 
having never pretended to detain her againſt her will, 
he ſhould do her no violence in (topping her. She was 
offended in her turm at a moderation which fo ſtrong] 
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or leſs capable of concealing her weakneſs, ſhe 
made, an effort to anſwer him in the ſame tone; that 
ſhe could perceive nothing more than he to hinder her 


parting without regrer, and that ſhe was charmed to 
have ſuch worthy people witneſſes of her diſpoſitions,. 
who were capable of juſtifying them by their teſtimony. 
She aroſe off her chair, and redoubled her compliments 


to my ſiſter-in-law. I know not whether he had ſu- 
ſpeed her of thinking to be gone immediately, or 
whether he would be ſo much alarmed at it as to make 
any motion to ſtep her; but the ſame moment a ſer- 
vant brought in word, that the count and counteſs 
of 8 were come from Paris; (without having fore- 
ſeen indeed that they ſhould find him at Saiſons, but 
reckoning nevertheleſs that he would return there in 
the evening, and propoſing to join their perſuaſions, to 
mine and to my lady's inſtances, to call him baek to 
the obligations of his marriage.) It was from her this 
thoug ht proceeded, after ſhe had reliſhed the plan that 
heaven had inſpired me with. She had diſpatched one 
of her ſervants to Paris, to preſs them to come imme- 
diately to Saiſons. She had even entreated them to 
bring her ſon with them, whom ſhe had put out to 
nurſe, in one of the ſuburbs of Paris, to an Iriſh wo- 
man, whom I myſelf had recommended. "Tenermill 
had never yet ſeen his ſon, although we had not con- 
cealed from him that ſhe was delivered of it in a town 
in Flanders. In chuſing to follow the moſt ſweet ways 
of tenderneſs to move 2s huſband, ſhe had thought, 
with reaſon, that the fight of an infant of that age 


would make ſome impreſſion on the heart of a father. 


The reſt of this ſcheme was the invention of Viterbb. 

Tenermill having returned more ſpeedily than we 
expected from St Germain, becauſe he had miſſed the 
King, who was gone that morning to Fountainbleau, 


was ſo amazed at every thing he had ſeen in his houſe, 
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that a mind leſs firm and ſteady would have ſhewn 
more perplexity in the ſame ſituation. When to the 
trouble, from which he could not defend himſelf, 


they came to add that which he felt from the ar 
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val of the count and counteſs, he loſt all the atten- 
tion he had given to the anſwer of Donna Figuerrez. 
Whilit he went out in haſte to meet the count, he 
did not at all obſerve that ſhe had ſtole out of the 
apartment, and he even leſs miſtruſted her reſolution, 
of being gone immediately to Paris. I thought I 
penetrated the views that made her fly. I even took 
advantage of the motion, that the arrival of the 
count and counteſs had cauſed, privately to order 
my valet to watch her ſteps; and when a moment 


after he had ſignified to me by 4 token, that the . 


had forfaken the houſe, I found my mind more at 
liberty ; and I did not doubt but my lady's party 
was much the ſtronger for it. 

Indeed, as if heaven had taken care to guide the 
count's tongue, his firſt compliments were congra- 
tulations on the happineſs of the good underſtand- 
ing he ſaw between my brother and his wife ; and, 
not in the leaſt doubting but I had fortunately atchie- 
ved what he had hoped to have given ſucceſs to by his 
aid, he aſſumed the moſt ſerious voice of rea- 
ſon and friendſhip to aſſure Tenermill, that the fide, 
to which he had ſuppoſed him determined, was the 
only one agreeable to his fortune and honour. A 
diſcourſe, which ſo ſeaſonably ſeconded our efforts, 
produced without doubt a new motion in the heart 
of my brother. I read in his eyes the exceſs of his 
agitation; and my lady made the ſame obſervation. 


She thought, that ali the happineſs of her life de- 


pended on that lucky moment; and quitting her 
chair to caſt - herſelf at the knees of her huſband, 
ſhe embraced them with an ardour in which one 
could eaſily perceive that even intereſt had a leſs 
ſhare than love, with which ſhe appeared to be en- 


tirely poſſeſſed. She requeſted of him repoſe, ho- 


nour, life, which all depended on thoſe ſentiments, 
which ſhe conjured him to have for her. Was it ſub- 
miſſion which he deſired in a wife? She would nat 
live but to obey and pleaſe him. Was it gratitude 
and love? She had conſecrated her heart to thoſe 
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two tender paſſions, and duty could not make a law 
for her more binding than her own deſires. What 
then mult the do to obtain that which ſhe demanded 
by ſo many titles? Muſt ſhe forget all her rights, by 
confeſſing that ſhe held nothing but from his goodneſs ? 
She was ready to look on every thing as a favour. 
We interrupted this ardent effuſion of affeQionate 
ſentiments, az much to relieve the tenderneſs of 
our own hearts as the embarraſment of Fenermill. 


Mine was pierced with what I heard. Ah! my 


lord, cried I, ſhedding ſome tears, you would be 


too great an enemy to virtue, if duty ſhould ap- 
pear to you rigorous under this form. How? faid 
the counteſs with the ſame compaſſion, can you be 
ſo inſenſible, as to reſiſt ſo much ſweetneſs and ſo 
many charms? The count joined us with a voice 
more compoſed ; my lord, ſaid he to my brother, 
I ſhould have a difficulty to comprehend what it is 
you look for in a wife, if you be not moved: by ſo 
much merit and love, when the king's goodneſs 
annexes to it all the advantages of fortune. in fine, 
Viterbb, who hitherto had the power of containing 
himſelf, added with an impatient air; my lord, 
my lord, meaſures are not always kept with a girl 
whom a man has deceived, but honour lays down 
different rules in marriage; and moreover do you 


cConſider, that what may be let alone with reſpect to 


a wife, is due to her family? 

Tenermill was going to anſwer, and I was in the 
mean time perſuaded, that yielding already to the 
force of circumſtances, he was only ſecking for ex- 
preſſions to explain to us the change of his notions, 
But the counteſs prevented him, by preſenting to him 


his ſon, whom ſhe took out of the arms of his nurſe, ' 


I was ſurpriſed myſelf at a fight I by no means 
expected, and I ſhould have laughed at the fancy of 
my ſiſter, if the effect of this new ſcene had not per- 


ſuaded me that ſhe knew the ſecrets of nature better 


than I did. Tenermill looked on the infant ſome 
moments, whom they ſhewed him for his ſon, He 


then 
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then caſt his eyes on his wife. His looks were enli- 
vened in a moment ; his very countenance kindled 
up. If not a ſingle word eſcaped him, it ſeemed to 
be confufion, or ſome other ſubject of awe, that tied 
his tongue, At length, inclining his head on the 
face of his ſon, he faſtened to it for a moment his 
lips, and with the ſame motion raiſed himſelf up with 
a paſſionate air, and a thouſand times embraced his 
wife. She made no anſwer to ſuch dear carelſes but 
by tears of tenderneſs, with which we mingled ours, 
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